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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


PuBUC  LiBRABT,  November  22,  1866. 

Bis  Honor  Frederic  W.  Lincoln^  Jr.^  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston : 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the 
Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Ordinance  relative  to  the  Public  Library,  passed  on  the  20th 
of  October,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   - 

CHARLES  C.  JEWETT, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
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FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  TIE  PUBLIC  LIBEAEY. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  an  Ordinance  con- 
cerning the  Public  Library,  passed  October  20, 1863,  the 
Trustees  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  City  Council 
their  fourteenth  Annual 

REPORT. 

The  year  which  has  passed  has  witnessed  greater 
industry  and  more  labor  in  all  branches  of  the  library 
service  than  during  any  previous  year  of  its  history. 
The  details  of  this  work  are  fully  given  in  the  documents 
accompanying  this  Report,  which  are  worthy  the  careful 
attention  of  every  friend  of  the  institution.  Every  fact, 
which  will  show  the  use  as  well  as  the  abuse  of  its 
privileges,  deserves  thoughtful  examination,  not  only  in 
reference  to  its  present  administration,  but  also  in  regard 
to  the  future  good  will  of  the  citizens  and  residents  to 
whom  its  treasures  are  intrusted. 

The  first  of  these  documents,  appended  to  this  Report, 
and  marked  A,  proceeds  from  the  Examining  Conmiittee, 
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appointed  under  the  6th  section  of  the  Ordinance,  and 
consisting  of  five  citizens  at  large,  with  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  as  Chairman.  The  Committee  for  the 
present  yeai*  are,  James  M.  Barnard,  Esq.,  Rev.  Henry 
M.  Dexter,  D.  D.,  Walbridge  A.  Field,  Esq.,  Loring 
Lothrop,  Esq.,  Dr.  Francis  Minot,  with  George  Ticknor, 
Esq.,  as  Chairman.  The  fidelity  and  minuteness  with 
which  these  gentlemen  have  pursued  their  investigations 
will  be  best  appreciated  by  those  having  knowledge  of 
the  history,  wants,  and  rapid  development  of  the  Library. 
No  committee  for  many  years,  if  ever,  has  given  so 
much  time  and  patient  consideration  to  the  annual 
examination. 

The  second  of  these  documents,  marked  B,  is  pre- 
sented by  the  officer  directly  in  charge  of  the  institution. 
It  embraces  full  details  of  every  department,  with  all  the 
statistics  and  figures  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  Library.  We  think  tJiat  it 
will  be  found  to  contain  more  information  of  importance 
to  the  City  Council  and  to  the  citizens,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  any  previous  Report  from  the  same  hand.  No 
one  can  finish  its  perusal  without  forming  a  just  estima- 
tion of  the  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  largest  possible 
use  of  the  books  and  periodicals  with  that  degree  of 
safety  which  the  Trustees  are  bound  to  provide. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  Ordinance*  under  the  pro- 
visions of  which  the  Library  is  administered,  the  Trustees 
are  required  to  enumerate,  for  the  information  of  the 
City  Council,  certain  facts  which  are  always  given  by 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  7 

the  Examining  Committee  and  by  the  Superintendent 
with  more  fiihiess  of  statement  than  is  desirable  from 
the  Trustees.  "  The  condition  of  the  Library,  the  num- 
ber of  books  that  have  been  added  during  the  past  year, 
with  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures,"  will 
all  appear  with  sufficient  distinctness  in  the  documents 
which  form  part  of  this  Report,  without  repetition  here. 
It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  library  year,  so 
far  as  the  Annual  Report  is  concerned,  does  not  corre- 
spond with  the  fiscal  year  of  the  City ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  only  correct  information  as  to  its  real  financial 
position  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Reports  of  the  City 
Auditor,  with  whose  figures,  taken  monthly,  it  is,  per- 
haps, unnecessary  to  remark,  the  accounts  of  the  insti- 
tution must  necessarily  agree. 

By  far  the  most  important  of  the  acquisitions  of  the 
Library  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  collection  of 
books,  heretofore  in  charge  of  the  Deacons  of  the  Old 
South  Church,  and  known  as  the  Prince  Library.     The 
agreement  under  which  it  was  intrusted  to  our  care  is 
printed  with  the  documents  accompanying  the  Report  of 
the  Superintendent.    Of  the  collection  itself,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  it  forms  an  invaluable  addition  to  our 
resources.      The  original  publications  relating  to  early 
American  history  have,  year  by  year,  become  so  costly, 
as  to  place  them  almost  beyond  the  reach  by  purchase 
of  any  public  institution  with  limited  resources.     When 
this  collection  has  been  arranged  in  proper  condition  for 
public  inspection,  according  to  the  terms  of  its  deposit, 
it  will  be  found  to  contain  but  few  volumes  which  had 
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previously  been  upon  the  shelves  of  a  library  already 
comprising  nearly  130,000  volumes  —  and  but  few  that 
are  contained  in  other  libraries  of  this  vicinity. 

The  magnificent  silver  vase  presented  by  public  sub- 
scription in  1835  to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  has  been 
given  by  a  few  of  our  citizens  to  the  City  of  Boston,  to 
be  forever  kept  in  the  Public  Library.  As  a  testimonial 
honorable  alike  to  the  great  statesman,  and  to  the 
community  which  had  so  largely  reaped  the  benefit  of 
his  intellectual  labors,  it  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
City,  and  as  such  deserves  a  position  of  permanent 
deposit,  where  it  may  be  seen  by  future  generations. 
The  measures  adopted  by  the  City  Government  to  insure 
its  safety  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  entirely  sufiicient  — 
and  such  regulations,  governing  its  exhibition,  will  be 
made  by  the  Trustees,  as  will  tend  to  secure  the  same 
result. 

In  considering  the  circulation  of  the  Library  during 
the  past  year,  it  is  apparent  that  the  use  of  the  better 
class  of  books  has  increased,  although  the  whole  number 
of  books  taken  out  is  a  few  less  than  in  the  previous 
year — the  number  being  193,197,  or  1,430  only  less  than 
in  1865.  When  it  is  recollected  that  the  novels,  which 
had  been  filled  up  to  about  6,000  volumes  when  the 
Library  re-opened  in  September,  and  of  which  a  larger 
use  is  made  than  of  the  other  classes  of  books  of  the 
Lower  Hall,  were  necessarily  withheld  for  some  time  from 
circulation,  in  .order  to  prepare  suitable  Finding  Lists,  it 
will  readily  be  seen  that  this  fact  alone  accounts  for  the 
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numerical  decrease.  Still  farther,  since  the  investigations 
conducted  at  the  time  of  the  annual  examination  dis- 
closed that,  previous  to  August  1st,  but  4,965  of  the  7,672 
volumes  of  novels  on  the  Shelf-lists  were  upon  the  shelves, 
and  in  proper  condition  for  general  use,  there  must 
necessarily  have  been  an  increased  circulation  of  other 
classes  of  books.  It  is  in  many  respects  fortunate  that 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  Library  falls  mainly  upon  the 
class  of  works  of  the  smallest  relative  importance  among 
its  possessions,  and  which  can  generally  be  so  readily 
replaced  when  worn  out  or  lost. 

The  attention  of  the  City  Council  is  respectfully 
desired  to  the  statement  of  facts  relative  to  the  practical 
operation  of  the  new  systems  of  delivery,  both  in  the 
Beading  Room  and  in  the  Library.  It  will  be  seen  that 
while  the  public  have  been  denied  no  desirable  privi- 
lege, the  Library  has  largely  gained  in  order,  system, 
knowledge  of  its  visitors,  protection  of  its  property,  and 
in  the  statistics  needed  for  its  careful  and  efficient  ad- 
ministration. It  wiU  also  be  seen,  that,  while  no  plan 
of  general  circulation  can  insure  the  return  of  every 
volume  loaned,  imder  the  present  arrangement  each 
book  will  be  definitely  traced  at  the  very  date  when  it 
should  be  made  apparent  that  it  has  not  been  returned 
by  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  charged.  The  return  of 
the  book,  or  its  equivalent  in  value,  is  secured  from  every 
honest  borrower,  while  the  dishonest  or  unfaithful 
borrower  will  be  cut  oflF  from  a  further  enjoyment  of 
the  benefits  of  the  institution.  It  is  perhaps  too  much 
to  expect,  however  desirable  such  a  result  might  be, 
that  among  the  multitudes  enjoying  the  blessings  of  the 
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Library,  every  one  should  feel  that  the  books  were  as 
much  a  trust  to  each  and  all  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston,  as  they  are  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  whose 
care  tiiey  are  specially  committed. 

Experience  alone  can  determine  whether  further 
changes  will  be  needed  in  the  systems  at  present  in 
successful  use.  The  Libinry  has  grown  so  enormously, 
and  its  uses  and  abuses  have  spnmg  up  so  rapidly,  that 
it  is  not  strange  fliat  the  difficulties  of  its  proper  adminis- 
tration have  proportionately  increased.  That  these  have 
been  in  some  degree  surmounted  is  apparent  from  the 
fact  that  the  institution  was  never  before  doing  such 
good  service  to  the  community  for  whose  improvement  it 
was  founded.  A  larger  use  would  undoubtedly  be  made 
of  the  books  in  the  Bates  Hall  bad  not  an  unfounded 
impression  got  abroad  that  they  were  for  consultation 
and  not  for  circulation.  This  mistake,  however,  is  gradu- 
ally correcting  itself,  as  its  visitors  become  more  frequent. 

In  conclusion,  the  Trustees  would  renewedly  commend 
the  institution  to  tiie  City  Council,  with  the  assurance 
that  it  never  was  in  better  condition  to  answer  the 
expectations  of  the  pubUc,  and  to  administer  to  the 
intellectual  wants  of  every  class  of  our  population. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

WM.  W.  GREENOUGH, 
GEO.  TICKNOR, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMIHEE. 


The  Examining  Committee  appointed  for  the  year  1866,  in 
obedience  to  the  Ordinance  establishing  a  Public  Library,  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT. 

FiBST,  concerning  the  Books,  always  the  main  object  and  interest 
of  every  such  instittUionj  whether  their  acquisition  be  regarded,  or  the 
use  that  is  made  of  them  afterwards. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  as  returned  by 
its  officers,  exceeds,  at  this  moment,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand.  Above  twenty-four  thousand  of  them  are  in  the  Lower 
Hall,  being  the  popular  books  which  are  ofbenest  wanted,  and 
which  are  therefore  placed  where  they  will  be  most  easily  and 
pleasantly  accessible  to  all,  for  the  freest  use  and  circulation. 
The  remainder,  which  are  in  the  Upper  or  Bates  Hall,  are 
equally  open  to  all  for  reference  and  consultation ;  and,  although 
portions  of  them,  like  the  Bowditch  and  Prince  collections,  can, 
from  the  conditions  on  which  they  were  originally  given,  never 
be  taken  out;  and  although  others,  from  their  rarity  or  costli- 
ness, can  be  taken  out  only  after  permission  granted  in  writing  ; 
still,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  by  far  the  larger  part  of 
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this  rich  and  excellent  collection  of  books  in  the  Bates  Hall  is 
open  to  free  circulation.  The  Committee  suppose  that  no  library 
in  the  world,  of  eqnal  size,  is  so  trnstingly  offered  to  a  large 
population  as  this  one  is. 

The  whole  one  hondred  and  thirty  thoasand  volnmes  are  dis- 
tribnted  into  classes,  which,  unless  in  especial  cases,  like  the 
Bowditch  and  Parker  collections,  are  so  arranged  by  aabjects  in 
the  different  alcoves,  and  so  entered  by  their  titles  in  the  ShelT- 
lists-and  in  the  Accessions'  Catalogue,  that  it  is  easy  to  learn 
what  books  in  any  branch  of  human  knowle<^, —  as,  for  instance, 
Xatora!  History  or  Political  Economy,  —  can  be  found  in  the 
Library,  and  eren  exactly  when  each  one  of  them  was  acquired. 

Thus,  in  General  Literary  History  and  Bibliography  there 
were  in  the  Library  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1865, — which  was  the 
da*e  of  the  last  examination,  —  more  than  twenty-two  hundred 
volumes,  to  which,  in  the  following  twelve  months,  were  added 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Of  Cyclopfedias  and  Dictionaries 
of  General  Knowledge  there  were,  August  1,  1865,  above 
twelve  hundred  volumes,  to  which  were  added  during  the  year, 
thirty-eight.  In  General  History  and  Geography  there  were,  a 
year  ago  last  August,  above  five  thousand  nine  hundred  volumes, 
to  which  above  an  hundred  have  since  been  added.  In  American 
History,  general,  special,  and  local,  including  Biography,  Travels, 
Historical  Documents  and  the  cognate  branches,  bat  not  includ- 
ing Literature,  there  were  in  August,  1865,  by  a  somewhat 
nestricted  reckoning,  above  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  vol- 
omes,  to  which  there  were  added,  durmg  the  year,  more  than 
seventeen  hundred,  without  counting  the  Prince  collection,  which 
is  rich  in  the  earlier  history  of  N'ew  England,  but  which  has 
been  too  recently  acquired  to  be  yet  arrauged  and  catalogued. 
Of  the  History  and  Literature  of  all  other  countries,  ancient  and 
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there  were,  in  1865,  more  than  five  thousand  and  three  hun- 
dred volumes,  to  which  above  an  hundred  have  since  been 
added. 

It  would  be  easy  in  the  same  way  to  consider  other  depart- 
ments, like  the  Transactions  of  Scientific  and  Learned  Societies, 
and  Periodicals  bound  up  for  use,  which  now  make  above  ten 
thousand  volumes ;  works  in  the  Useful  and  Fine  Arts,  which 
make  above  four  thousand  six  hundred ;  and  works  of  Fiction, 
which  make  above  seven  thousand.  But  it  cannot  be  needful  to 
go  further.  The  preceding  account  of  such  large  masses  and 
groups  of  books  in  the  Library  will  show  to  any  person  in  the 
habit  of  considering  similar  subjects,  both  the  general  character 
of  the  collection  and  its  general  purpose  of  being  made  available 
for  the  wants  of  the  community  at  large,  outside  of  what  are 
called  the  three  professions. 

Of  the  groups  already  noticed,  those  which  will  attract  most 
attention  by  their  large  numbers,  are  probably  embraced 
in  the  department  of  History,  —  and  especially  of  American 
History, — and  of  Fiction  in  all  its  many  forms.  But,  when  the 
wide  and  increasing  importance  of  the  first  is  considered,  and 
the  great  popular  demand  for  the  second,  we  can  hardly  adjudge 
the  numbers  in  either  to  be  too  large,  though  we  may  regret  that 
there  is  such  a  strong  and  preponderating  taste  everywhere,  in 
our  own  age,  for  frivolous  forms  of  fiction. 

As  a  general  remark,  we  would  add,  that,  so  far  as  we  were 
able  to  examine, — and  in  several  departments  our  inquiries  were 
somewhat  severe,  —  we  think  that  the  selection  of  books  has 
been  judicious,  and  that  the  Library  is  well  fitted  for  its  more 
important  popular  purposes.  Indeed,  the  extraordinary  popular 
use  that  has  been  made  of  it,  and  the  very  wide  interest  that  has 
been  felt  in  it,  seem  to  leave  no  reasonable  question  on  this 
point.  We  suppose  it  to  be  admitted  that  the  Library  is  a 
judicious  one  for  its  wider  and  more  general  purposes,  and  that 
it  is  doing  its  work  well  throughout  the  community. 
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But  of  three  large  departments,  somewhat  separated  from 
these  more  popular  purposes,  it  may  be  needful  to  speak  more 
specifically.  We  refer  to  those  of  Religion  and  Ethics,  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  and  Jurisprudence  and  Law. 

The  first  constitutes  the  division  which  includes  Theology  and 
Practical  Religion,  Ecclesiastical  History,  Morals,  Metaphysics, 
and  Social  Science.  On  the  Ist  of  August,  1865,  there  were 
embraced  in  this  division  more  than  ten  thousand  two  hundred 
volumes,  and  in  the  next  twelve  months  there  were  added  above 
twelve  hundred.  These  numbers  are  large;  but  they  do  not 
seem  unreasonably  so,  when  the  high  claims  of  the  whole  division 
are  weighed.  It  is  gratifying  to  add,  both  from  our  own  exam- 
ination and  that  of  our  predecessors,  that  we  believe  it  to  be  the 
best  and  most  satisfactory  collection  of  such  books  to  be  found 
in  the  City,  taking  all  the  religious  sects  together. 

The  same  general  facts,  we  believe,  may  be  stated,  after  similar 
investigations,  concerning  the  collection  of  books  in  Anatomy, 
Surgery,  Medicine,  and  whatever  else  is  embraced  under  the 
Healing  Art.  It  makes  now  almost  exactly  four  thousand  two 
hundred  volumes,  without  reckoning  a  considerable  number  of 
books  in  Natural  History  and  the  related  branches,  which  are 
usually  brought  into  this  division.  We  commend  its  protection 
to  the  Trustees,  and  especially  we  ask  the  purchase  of  new 
annotated  editions  of  old  medical  standard  works,  and  the  sub- 
scription to  one  or  two  important  periodicals  besides  the  excel- 
lent ones  now  received,  which  will  keep  the  Library  fully  up 
with  the  progress  of  medical  science.  It  is,  we  suppose,  a  good 
collection  now,  and  undoubtedly  the  best  in  the  City ;  but  it  is 
important  that  it  should  be  watched,  and  continued  such ;  for,  of 
all  the  professional  men  in  our  City, — and,  indeed,  of  all  men 
among  us  whose  pursuits  are  mainly  intellectual, — none,  it  is 
believed,  are  so  little  able  to  provide  themselves  with  the  books 
they  need  as  our  young  medical  students  and  our  young  practising 
surgeons  and  physicians.     And  yet,  upon  the  proper  training  of 
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these  very  men  depends,  in  no  small  degree,  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  our  people.  Prom  regard  to  our  own  welfare,  therefore^ 
we  should  carefully  foster  this  department  of  our  Library. 

In  Jurisprudence  and  Law,  the  case  is  partly  different.  The 
collection  is  not  so  large ;  and,  though  we  believe  it  to  be  well 
selected,  we  should  be  glad  to  see  it  moderately  increased 
soon.  There  were,  however,  more  than  seventeen  hundred  volumes 
embraced  in  it  on  the  1st  of  August,  1865,  and  above  an  hundred 
were  added  during  the  following  year.  But  the  number  of  per- 
sons using  it  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  the  persons  who  use 
many  other  portions  of  the  Library.  The  reason  is  plain.  The 
offices  of  our  lawyers  are  foil  of  elementary  and  practical  legal 
works ;  the  ample  Law  Library  in  the  Court  House  is  easily  acces- 
sible to  such  persons  in  the  profession,  or  even  out  of  it,  as  may 
desire  to  consult  any  work  it  contains ;  and  the  State  Library, 
which  has  a  collection  of  books  on  American  legislation  and 
jurisprudence  such  as  we  could  not  hope  to  gather  except  by  long 
years  of  labor,  and  a  wholly  disproportionate  expenditure  of  our 
means,  is  open  to  all  our  citizens  alike.  While,  therefore,  we 
hope  that  the  Public  Library  may  continue  to  be  —  as  it  is  now, — 
strong  in  whatever  relates  to  Natural  Law,  to  Liternational  Law, 
and  to  general  Jurisprudence,  we  do  not  see  a  sufficient  reason 
why  it  should  enter  into  competition  with  the  large  collections  of 
law  books  which  already  exist  among  us,  and  which  seem  to 
satisfy  the  general  wants  of  the  community  as  they  are  under- 
stood to  do  those  of  the  profession. 

Among  the  other  departments  which  are  prominent  is  that  of 
Administration  and  Public  Service,  —  that  of  Political  Economy, 
—  that  of  Natural  History,  which  has  been  very  costly,  —  that 
relating  to  Patents  in  the  United  States,  in  Great  Britain,  and  in 
France,  which  is  very  ample  and  satisfactory,  —  and  that  relating 
to  Music,  on  which  Mr.  Bates  expended  a  considerable  sum  out 
of  his  second  munificent  donation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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The  Committee  have  thus  gone  over  the  Library  with  some 
care  —  suflBcient  to  show  them  that  its  different  parts  have  been 
judiciously  considered  and  maintained.  They  do  not,  however, 
intend  by  this  to  say,  that  any  one  of  its  departments  is  as  com- 
plete or  as  strong  as  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be.  On  the 
contrary,  the  fact,  as  they  are  aware,  is  far  otherwise.  The 
Library  is  everywhere  incomplete.  But  they  wish  to  say, 
considering  the  state  of  knowledge  in  the  world  —  considering 
the  special  wants  of  our  community  —  and  considering  the 
means  and  resources  at  the  disposition  of  the  Library,  that  its 
different  departments  taken  together  constitute  an  important, 
judicious,  and  well  proportioned  whole. 

But  if  it  be  not  such  —  if  books,  such  as  are  wanted,  are  not 
to  be  found  in  any  of  its  various  divisions,  it  is,  in  no  small 
degree,  the  fault  of  the  public,  and  especially  of  those  persons 
who  miss  what  they  inquire  for,  when  they  resort  to  its  cata- 
logues and  shelves.  For,  by  one  of  the  standing  "  Rules,"  given 
from  the  day  the  Library  was  opened  fourteen  years  ago,  to  more 
than  sixty  thousand  persons,  asking  for  its  privileges,  each  one 
of  them,  who  does  not  find  any  book  he  may  need,  when  he 
inquires  for  it,  has  been  "  particularly  requested  to  enter  its  title 
on  a  card  which  the  Librarian  will  furnish  for  the  purpose." 
This  request  has  been  urged  in  every  mode  of  solicitation 
within  the  power  of  the  persons  having  control  of  the  institution. 
Especially  five  or  six  years  ago  it  was  repeated  and  re-enforced 
by  a  printed  notice,  of  which  a  copy  was  put  into  every  book 
loaned  during  a  fortnight,  thus  bringing  it  afresh  and  very 
pointedly  home  to  several  thousands  of  the  persons  most 
frequenting  the  Library,  and,  therefore,  most  interested  in  having 
it  thoroughly  supplied  with  all  needful  books.  But  the  number 
of  books  thus  asked  for,  which  had  always  been  small,  and,  in 
three  successive  years  had  been  less  than  fifty  each  year,  was 
not  materially  increased  by  this  urgent  appeal.  Li  the  Library 
year  1864  it  was  only  sixty,  and  in  1865  only  fifty-eight.     In 
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the  last  year  ending  August  1,  1866,  by  uncommon  exertions 
and  personal  application  it  was  raised  to  three  hundred  and  six, 
—  a  number  still  greatly  less  than  it  should  be,  but  which  it 
seems  very  difficult  to  increase.  The  same  urgency,  however,  is 
continued.  The  card  is  always  ready  at  the  distributing  desks 
to  be  filled  up  with  the  title  of  any  book  that  may  be  desired ; 
and,  if  no  obvious  objection  to  its  purchase  exists,  it  is  immedi- 
ately ordered  by  the  Superintendent,  and  as  soon  as  it  arrives 
notice  by  post  is  sent  to  the  person  originally  desiring  its 
purchase,  informing  him  that  it  has  been  received  and  that  it 
will  be  retained  five  days  subject  to  his  order  alone. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  six  books  asked  for  this  year,  forty- 
six  were  already  on  the  shelves,  having  been  overlooked  from 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  those  asking  for  them ;  one  hundred 
and  thirty  have  come  to  hand ;  two  only  have  not  been  ordered ; 
and  the  rest  are  expected,  so  soon  as  they  can  be  found  and 
despatched  by  the  agents  of  the  Library,  chiefly  abroad,  who 
have  been  directed  to  purchase  them.  It  is,  we  suppose,  difficult 
to  do  more  in  this  direction  for  the  increase  of  the  Library 
without  more  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

One  principal  reason  why  this  co-operation  has  not  been 
obtained  is,  we  apprehend,  that  the  real  character  of  the  Library 
and  its  very  wide  purposes  have  never  been  fidly  understood. 
For  it  is  not,  like  the  British  Museum,  nor  like  the  great  libraries 
in  Paris,  nor  like  the  Library  of  the  Vatican,  nor,  in  short,  like 
any  of  the  large  and  precious  collections  of  books,  which  in  their 
appropriate  ways  render  constant  service  to  the  cause  of  human 
improvement  in  other  countries.  For  these  institutions  are  not 
open  for  a  free  circulatioti  of  their  treasures.  No  attempt  is 
made  to  administer  them  for  the  practical  benefit  of  a  whole 
people.  They  are,  in  fact,  really  important  to  scarcely  any 
persons  except  scholars,  or  the  few  who  make  careful  investiga- 
tions into  particular  subjects,  and  who  are  able  to  resort  to  the 
reading  halls  of  these  institutions  during  the  restricted  number 
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of  hours  and  days  when  they  are  open  to  any  body.  But  onr 
own  is  a  library  for  an  entire  community,  which,  by  its  free 
schools  and  general  intelligence,  is  remarkably  well  fitted  to 
avail  itself  of  a  privilege  so  great ;  and  we  know  of  no  way  in 
which  it  can  be  thoroughly  and  readily  enabled  to  fulfil  its 
important  duties  except  by  warning  voices  and  counsels  sent 
from  all  sides  indicating  to  its  officers  tlic  books  that  are  most 
needed.  Let  all,  therefore,  ask  in  due  form  for  such  books  as 
they  may  really  desire  to  read  or  itse,  but  cannot  find  on  its  shelves 
and  in  its  catalogues.  It  is  more  important  that  one  good  book 
should  be  bought  which  is  vouched  for  as  posilively  wanted  by 
some  person  who  will  therefore  be  tolerably  sure  to  use  it,  than 
that  many  equally  good  books  should  be  bought,  which  it  can 
only  be  hoped  will  be  wanted,  but  which,  after  all,  may  remain 
for  years  on  their  appropriate  shelves  untouched,  except  when 
they  are  annually  dusted  and  accounted  for. 

Nor  is  there  danger  by  this  mode  of  supplyii^,  in  part,  the 
real  wants  of  the  public,  that  the  Library  will  become  embar- 
rassed by  worthless  books,  or  that  its  regular  increase  in  the 
highest  departments  of  knowledge,  and  by  the  constant  addition 
of  the  most  important  and  the  rarest  works  in  those  departments, 
will  be  either  restricted  or  retarded;  for  the  Trustees  of  the 
Library,  with  tbdr  Committees  and  Superintendent,  will  always 
decide,  not  only  what  amount  of  their  resources  can  be  judicious- 
ly expended  in  any  given  department,  but  what  individual  books 
eball  be  bought  in  each ;  and  they  will  always  be  held  rigorously 
responsible  that  a  becoming  selection  shall  be  made,  and  a 
becoming  proportion  observed.  The  difference  will  be,  that, 
under  such  a  system  of  practical  administration,  the  Public 

TJi ^j[|   become  every  year   more   and   more   absolutely 

and  fitted  to  the  real,  ascertained,  recorded  wants  of 

r  whose  benefit  it  was  established,  whether   they  are 
of  the  humblest  or  the  highest  culture,  whether  they 

I  commonest  or  the  rarest  bookd ;  and  that  it  will  thus 
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grow  to  be  what  no  other  library  in  the  world  has  either 
attempted  or  desired  to  become  —  a  powerful  and  direct  means 
for  the  intellectual  and  moral  advancement  of  a  whole  people, 
without  distinction  of  class  or  condition.  And  this,  we  believe, 
can  be  done  easily,  wisely,  and  well.  It  is,  from  its  very  nature 
practical  and  effective.  It  falls  in  with  the  habits  of  our  people 
and  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

But  there  is  one  class  of  books  for  the  purchase  of  which 
those  in  charge  of  the  Library  can  have  Little,  assistance  from 
those  outside  suggestions  which,  in  all  other  respects,  are  so 
desirable.  We  refer  to  new  and  popular  publications  which 
should  be  obtained  as  soon  after  they  appear  from  the  press  as 
their  fitness  can  be  ascertained,  and,  therefore,  sometimes  before 
there  is  opportunity  for  inquiry  and  suggestions  by  others. 

The  task  is  a  difficult  and  delicate  one,  but  so  far  as  numbers 
and  promptness  are  concerned  it  seems  to  have  been  performed 
successfully.  By  returns  made  to  us,  it  appears  that  in  the  two 
years  ending  August  1,  1865,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-two  volumes  fresh  from  the  press  were-  received  at  the 
Library,  without  reckoning  more  than  one  copy  of  any  one  work 
though  several  copies  were  often  bought ;  and  it  appears  further, 
that  in  the  year  ending  August  1,  1866,  there  were  received 
seventeen  hundred  and  forty-five.  Nine-tenths  of  these,  we  be- 
lieve, were  published  in  the  United  States,  and  they  were  offered, 
with  many  others  not  accepted,  by  the  Boston  agent  of  the  Library 
at  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  diflFerent  times,  or,  upon  an 
average,  more  than  twice  a  week.  The  rest  were  either  obtained 
from  the  European  agents  of  the  Libraiy,  who  always  have  small 
sums  in  hand  to  buy  important  new  books  as  they  come  out,  or 
were  obtained  from  other  booksellers  here,  or  by  donations  of 
friends.     Most  of  them  were  English. 

There  seems,  therefore,  no  doubt  that  quite  as  many  books 
fresh  from  the  press,  and  especially  from  the  American  press, 
have  been  bought  during  the  last  three  years,   and   quite  as 
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promptly  as  it  was  possible  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  worth 
having  or  not.  If  any  mistake  has  been  made,  it  has,  we  think, 
been  made  on  the  other  side,  from  buying  too  many  new  books, 
and  too  promptly.  At  any  rate,  if  there  were  any  delay  in  pro- 
curing even  a  single  new  book,  it  was  only  necessary  to  ask  for 
it  in  the  prescribed  form  and  it  would  at  once  have  been  bought, 
if  no  moral  or  other  sufficient  objection  existed  against  its  pur- 
chase.    But  we  have  heard  of  no  such  delay. 

In  order,  however,  to  facilitate  in  every  way  that  is  in  our 
power  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Library,  and  to  do  ourselves, 
as  well  as  we  can,  what  we  ask  others  to  do,  we  subjoin  a  list  of 
books,  in  difiFerent  departments,  which  we  commend  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Trustees.  Probably  it  may  not  be  deemed 
advisable  to  buy  them  all  at  once,  nor  may  it  be  possible  to 
obtain  them  all,  as  some  are  old  and  rare,  but  we  doubt  not  that 
what  is  best  and  most  judicious  for  the  Library  will  be  done. 

Second,  concerning  the  Catalogues.  Next  in  importance  to 
the  books  themselves  are  the  Catalogues,  which  alone  can  make  them 
easily  accessible  and  practically  useful  to  the  community  for  whose 
benefit  the  Library  has  been  established. 

But  of  the  Catalogues  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  speak  at  all. 
They  have  been  fully  described  and  explained  in  earlier  Reports, 
and,  what  is  of  more  consequence,  such  of  them  as  have  been 
published  have  proved  eminently  satisfactory  to  the  multitudes 
who  have  used  them.  They  have,  in  fact,  we  believe,  left  nothing 
to  be  desired,  so  far  as  the  Bates  Hall  is  concerned. 

In  the  Lower  Hall,  they  are  not  now  in  a  state  so  satisfactory. 
This  is  owing  to  the  bad  condition  into  which  the  whole  collec- 
tion of  books  in  that  part  of  the  Library  gradually  fell  during 
the  few  years  preceding  the  last  examination,  in  consequence  of 
a  great  abuse  of  its  privileges  by  those  to  whom  it  was  opened ; 
in  consequence  of  the  shameful  mutilation  and  defacement  of  its 
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books ;  and  in  consequence  of  their  disappearance  in  such  num- 
bers that  it  seemed  as  if  those  who  borrowed  them  were,  from 
the  imperfection  of  the  record  and  of  the  administration,  invited 
to  wrong-doing.  But  new  regulations  and  arrangements  have 
been  adopted,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  remedy  these  great  evils 
either  largely  or  wholly,  while  at  the  same  time  they  already 
facilitate  the  use  of  the  institution  and  increase  its  benefits.  To 
this  condition  of  things  the  Catalogues  and  the  Shelf-lists  of  the 
Lower  Hall  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  accommodated.  For 
the  most  practical  purposes,  the  work  is  already  completed. 
For  the  rest,  it  is  in  progress. 

One  suggestion,  however,  for  making  the  Library  more  exten- 
sively useful  by  means  of  its  Catalogues,  your  Conmiittee  will 
offer  to  the  Trustees  for  their  consideration. 

It  is  founded  on  a  wish  often  expressed  that  the  titles  of  such 
books  as  are  from  time  to  time  acquired  by  the  Library,  should 
be  earlier  and  oftener  made  known  to  the  multitudes  interested 
in  them,  whether  they  are  books  fresh  from  the  press,  or  works 
both  old  and  rare.  So  far  as  the  Lower  Hall  is  concerned,  this 
has  been  done  annually  for  eight  years,  and  has  been  followed 
by  a  materially  increased  use  of  the  books.  But  this  is  no 
longer  deemed  often  enough,  and  in  the  Bates  Hall  it  vnll  not  be 
done  nearly  so  often  —  probably,  as  heretofore,  not  more  fre- 
quently than  once  in  five  years. 

No  doubt  such  an  annunciation  of  the  books  at  short  intervals 
as  they  arrive,  would  excite  that  just  and  enlightened  curiosity 
for  their  contents  which  it  is  always  desirable  to  excite,  and 
would  cause  them  to  be  more  read.  It  has,  therefore,  been 
proposed  to  publish  their  titles  occasionally  in  our  newspapers, 
or  to  print  them  on  slips,  accessible  to  those  who  frequent  the 
Library  and  to  whom  they  should  be  freely  given.  But  our 
public  journals  would  hardly,  without  ample  compensation,  give 
them  the  large  space  they  must  occupy,  and  would  not,  after  all, 
carry  them  to  precisely  the  persons  by  whom  they  would  be 
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most  desired  and  used ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  slipa  would 
be  aure  to  be  in  general  awkwardly  migplaced  and  oftener 
neglected. 

What  may  be  preferred,  therefore,  is  a  Monthly  Btdletin  sent 
by  mail  to  those  persons  who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  for  it  at  a 
very  low  rate.  This,  we  think,  may  be  done  easily  and  cheaply, 
and  will  send  the  information  to  those  who  most  desire  to  have 
it  It  will  demand  little  labor  on  the  part  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Library,  aa  it  will  be  readily  made  op  from 
materials  that  are  always  on  hand  for  the  catalc^es  from  the 
moment  the  books  have  reached  their  proper  shelves.  It  may 
dispense  with  the  annual  supplements,  and  it  will  cost  hardly 
more  than  the  price  for  paper  and  printing,  which  will  not  be 
much  greater  than  that  of  these  awkward  appendixes  to  onr 
regular  catalogue.  Moreover,  besides  being  used  for  its  main 
purpose,  it  may  become  an  authorized  vehicle  for  important 
information  respecting  the  Library,  its  progress,  and  its  wants 
from  month  to  month. 

That  such  a  publication  would  materially  increase  the  general 
interest  felt  in  the  institution,  and  not  only  promote  the  use  of 
books  that  would  otherwise  be  neglected,  but  that  it  would 
directly  tend  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge  among  us,  is,  we 
suppose,  all  but  certain.  If^  however,  this  should  not  prove  to 
be  the  case,  or  if  the  niimlier  of  persons  desirous  to  receive  the 
information  thus  offered  them  should  not  be  so  large  as  to  defray, 
or  nearly  to  defray,  its  cost,  then  at  the  end  of  a  year,  or  at  any 
other  limited  period,  the  publication  can  be  discontinued. 

Third,  concerning  the  Building,  which  is  the  next  accustomed 
tubjecl  /or  inquiry  by  the  Examining  Committee,  nnce  it  is  destined 
BOl  only  to  protect  a  great  amount  o/property  belonging  to  the  City, 
but  to  render  that  jyroperty  tue/nl  and  attractive  to  very  large  num- 
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That  the  Library  Building  is  now  in  its  accustomed  good 
repair  we  are  assured  by  those  who  pass  their  lives  in  it,  and 
to  whom  the  details  of  its  condition  must  necessarily  be  well 
known.     This  is  a  matter  for  much  congratulation  always.     But 
in  two  particulars  this  important  municipal  edifice  has  never 
been  what  it  ought  to  be.     It  has  never  been  well  lighted  in 
many  of  its  alcoves  and  other  of  its  much-used  portions,  nor  well 
ventilated  in  its  Distributing  Boom  down  stairs,  or  its  Reading 
Boom.     These  last  are  the  two  halls  to  which  more  persons 
resort  daily  than  to  all  the  others  in  the  building  united ;  and, 
if  the  ofiScers  and  attendants  employed  in  them  suffer  much,  the 
public  suffer  more.     The  state  of  the  air,  therefore,  as  well  as 
the  imperfection  of  the  light  in  them,  has  long  been  complained 
of;   and  we  are  consequently  gratified  to  find  that  the  City 
Grovemment,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Trustees  and  of  the  muni- 
cipal Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  have  taken  action 
in  regard  to  both  of  the  defects  in  question.     We  suppose  that 
it  is  hardly  needful  for  us,  under  these  circumstances,  to  add 
our  voices  to  theirs ;  but  as  the  Library  Building  is  one  of  the 
subjects  committed  to  us  for  inquiry,  we  beg  leave  to  do  it 
earnestly  and  confidmgly. 

Fourth,  the  last  svhject  to  he  noticed  by  your  Committee,  follow- 
ing the  covrse  of  their  predecessors,  is  that  concerning  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Library f  and  its  adaptation  as  a  public  institution 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  established. 

In  its  more  general  arrangements,  we  are  informed  by  its' 
officers,  that  it  has  been  conducted,  during  the  past  year,  as  it 
had  been  earlier ;  and  that,  as  always  heretofore,  it  has  been 
carried  on  without  trouble  or  disturbance  on  the  part  of  those 
frequenting  it  in  great  numbers  daily.  But,  in  two  respects, 
changes  have  been  made  which  wc  are,  of  course,  expected  to 
notice,  premising,  however,   in  relation  to  both  of  them,   that 
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By  the  testimony  of  all  the  persons  haying  charge  of  this  jpart 
of  the.  institation,  as  well  as  by  the  testimony  of  other  persons 
much  frequenting  and  nsing  it,  this  change  has  been  found  a 
satisfactory  remedy  for  the  evils  and  irregularities  before  com- 
plained of^  and  which  had  become  so  offensive.  The  number  of 
persons  who  resort  to  the  room  seems  to  increase  beyond  what 
it  was  before,  as  its  condition  has  become  qujet  and  respectable, 
and  the  Reviews  and  other  periodicals  are  neither  stolen  no^ 
abused  as  they  had  been.  All  the  irregularities  are  not  perhaps 
yet  stopped,  and  perhaps  all  of  them  never  will  be ;  but  that  a 
great  amelioration  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  things  is  certi-  \ 
fied  to  us  in  so  many  ways  that  we  are  bound  to  accept  the  fact, 
and  do  so  with  much  satisfaction. 

Similar  remarks,  we  are  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  Li- 
brary, should  be  made  in  regard  to  the  change  called  for  by  the 
three  Reports  last  year,  complaining  in  the  same  way  of  abuses 
in  relation  to  books  borrowed  from  the  Lower  Hall  even  more 
gross  than  the  abuses  in  the  Reading  Room,  as  well  as  more 
mischievous  and  injurious. 

But  one  circumstance  in  relation  to  this  last  change  is  pecu- 
liarly fortunate.  It  is  one  that  relates  only  to  the  mode  of 
recording  the  books  borrowed,  and  therefore  does  not  affect 
those  who  frequent  the  Library,  as  to  their  mode  of  asking  for 
books  or  their  mode  of  obtaining  them.  It  affects  only  those 
officials  who  make  the  record,  and  affects  them  only  as  it  may, 
by  possibility,  but  not  probably,  a  very  little  increase  their 
labors.  To  the  rest, —  that  is,  to  all  who  come  as  borrowers, — 
everything  is  unchanged.  A  card  is  presented,  announcing  the 
wants  of  the  person  asking  for  a  loan  just  as  it  was  before,  and, 
just  as  before,  the  person  is  despatched  with  quiet  readiness. 
But,  after  three  months'  experience,  great  advantages,  we  are 
informed,  are  found  to  have  been  insured  to  the  Library  itself 
from  this  new  mode  of  recording  a  loan  when  obtained,  and  a 
great  protection  for  the  books  from  loss  and  abuse,  which 
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was  not  possible  under  the  old  mode ;  for,  if  the  book  borrowed 
is  not  returned  on  the  very  day  that  it  should  be,  the  borrower 
is  at  once  notified  of  his  delinquency,  which  was  not  earlier  pro- 
vided for ;  and  if  a  book  is  injured  or  stolen,  new  and  better 
means  are  at  hand  for  following  and  detecting  the  offender. 
These  are,  no  doubt,  great  benefits  and  improvements,  which 
break  up  substantially,  if  not  completely,  the  worst  results  of  a 
system  which  seemed  to  invite  abuse  of  great  privileges,  and 
even  to  favor  crime  and  its  concealment. 

But,  besides  these  benefits,  important  statistical  information  is 
collected  by  the  new  mode  of  recording,  which  was  earlier 
inaccessible.  For  it  is  now  known  from  day  to  day,  what 
classes  of  books  are  most  asked  for,  and  even  what  individual 
books  are  most  popular  and  most  needed,  so  that  the  changing 
and  especial  wants  of  the  institution  can,  at  any  time,  be  ascer- 
tained to  a  degree  that  was  always  desirable,  but  which  was 
never  before  practicable.  These  are  plain  improvements,  which, 
if  carried  out  —  as  we  trust  and  believe  they  will  be  —  in  the 
spirit  in  which  they  have  been  devised,  will  gradually  develop 
the  resources  of  the  Library  farther  than  they  have  yet  been 
done,  as  a  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  progress  to  the 
community  in  succeeding  generations,  even  more  than  in  our  own 

time. 

We  have,  therefore,  desired  the  Superintendent  to  insert  in 
his  Report  of  this  year  a  more  detailed  account  than  we  have 
been  able  here  to  give,  of  these  two  changes,  derived,  as  the 
present  account  has  been,  from  the  statements  of  all  the  persons 
who  have  been  employed  in  carrying  them  into  effect,  and  from 
the  statements  of  persons  most  frequenting  the  Library,  and  of 
course  most  interested  in  having  it  well  administered.  Such  an 
account  given  on  authority  so  unquestionable  will,  we  doubt  not, 
be  both  instructive  and  timely. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  report,  that  they  have 
each  and  all  given  such  diligent  attention  as  they  have  been  able, 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  27 

daring  the  last  three  months,  to  the  examination  of  the  Library, 
and  that  nearly  all  of  them  have  made  frequent  visits  to  its 
halls  and  alcoves  with  pleasure  and  advantage.  The  result  is, 
that  they  believe  the  institution  to  be  one  of  the  more  important 
in  the  City,  and  that  its  administration  and  management  must 
heretofore  have  been  watchfully  cared  for,  or  it  could  not,  in  the 
short  time  it  has  existed,  have  been  brought  to  its  present  pro- 
portions, usefulness  and  success.  At  the  same  time,  they  feel 
bound  to  add,  partly  from  their  own  inquiries  and  observation, 
but  more  from  the  knowledge  and  statements  of  the  officers  who 
have  faithfully  served  it,  and  who  are  necessarily  familiar  with 
whatever  regards  its  interests,  that,  in  no  respect,  has  its  pros- 
perity been  diminished  during  the  past  year,  and  that  it  is  now 
doing  more  good  than  it  ever  did  before. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  TICKNOR, 
JAS.  M.  BARNARD, 
HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
WALBRIDGE  A.  FIELD, 
LORING  LOTHROP, 
FRANCIS  MINOT, 

Examining  Committee, 
Public  Librabt,  November  10,  1866. 


[B] 
REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  TrviUes  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Bottan : 

Oentlbmen  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  By-Laws 
relative  to  the  Trustees  and  Officers  of  the  Public  Library,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  to  you  a  Report  upon  the  condition  and  increase 
of  the  Library  from  the  1st  of  September,  1865,  to  the  1st  of 
September,  1866. 

mCBEASE  OP  THE  OOLLBCnONB. 

During  the  year,  7,089  books,  not  including  the  Prince 
Library  of  1,899  volumes,  4,008  pamphlets,  112  other  articles, 
consisting  of  maps,  prints,  broadsides,  and  sheet  music,  have 
been  added  to  the  Library;  besides  2,727  separate  numbers  of 
newspapers  and  journals. 

Of  these,  1,476  books,  3,342  pamphlets,  and  all  the  other 
articles  named,  excepting  10  maps,  engravings,  and  atlases,  were 
donations  from  336  individuals  and  societies.  A  list  of  them  is 
appended  to  this  Report,  and  marked  AA. 

These  numbers  are  taken  from  the  Catalogue  of  Accessions 
in  which  the  volumes  are  counted  as  they  are  received  into  the 
Library.  They  are  afterwards  frequently  bound  in  a  different 
number  of  volumes.  Many  also,  which  are  at  first  ranked  as 
pamphlets,  are  subsequently  bound)  and  placed  on  the  shelves  as 
books. 


30  CITY  DOCUMENT.  — No.   110. 

As  the  aggregate  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  reported 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  obtained  by  counting  the  volumes  upon 
the  Shelf- lists  after  the  changes  have  been  made,  it  will  not, 
probably,  correspond  with  that  produced  by  adding  the  acces- 
sions of  the  year  to  the  aggregate  reported  the  preceding 
year. 

Among  the  donations  received  during  the  year,  the  gift,  by  J. 
IngersoU  Bowditch,  Esq.,  of  the  volumes  needful  to  continue  up 
to  the  present  time,  the  series  of  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Turin,  formerly  belonging  to  his  father,  the  late  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Bowditch.  and  presented  to  the  Public  Library  by  his 
sons,  i»  one  of  the  most  considerable  and  costly. 

Our  thanks  are  due,  as  often  before,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Patents  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  continuation  of  the  very  valuable 
series  of  specifications  and  drawings  of  English  Patents. 

During  the  year,  the  Deacons  of  the  Old  South  Church  of  this 
City,  acting  as  Trustees  under  the  will  of  the  Bev.  Thomas 
Prince,  former  pastor  of  that  church,  have  deposited  in  the 
Public  Library,  on  terms  contained  in  the  agreement  appended 
to  this  Report,  and  marked  BB,  the  precious  collection  of  books, 
pamphlets,  and  manuscripts,  bequeathed  by  him  to  the  Old  South 
Church  in  the  year  1758,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Prince 
Library. 

It  consists  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  volumes,  as 
now  bound,  and  is  very  rich  in  books  and  pamphlets  relating  to 
the  history  of  New  England  previous  to  the  date  of  his  death,  as 
well  as  in  the  first  productions  of  its  press,  and  in  the  works  of 
its  early  authors. 

Mr.  Prince  began  to  form  this  collection,  as  is  stated  on  the 
label  in  many  of  the  books,  upon  his  entering  Harvard  College, 
July  6,  1703,  and  diligently  enlarged  it  by  purchases  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  No  man  of  his  time  was  more  competent 
for  the  task,  which  his  enlightened  zeal  in  American  history  led 
him  to  undertake,  of  forming  a  New  England  library.      The 
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vicissitudes  of  more  than  a  century,  and  its  exposed  situation 
during  a  part  of  the  revolutionary  war,  in  the  tower  of  the  Old 
South  Church,  while  the  building  was  occupied  as  a  riding  school 
by  the  British  troops,  have  brought  this  library  down  to  our  day 

^  somewhat  diminished  in  numbers ;  but  the  value  and  importance 

of  what  remains  is  enhanced  to  a  degree  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
estimate.   It  still  includes  what  may  be  termed  a  large  collection 

^  of  American  books  of  extreme  rarity.    It  has  the  Bay  Psalm 

Book, — the  first  book  printed  in  the  United  States,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  sold,  I  believe,  for  about  $750, — ^Eliot's  Indian 
Bible,  of  both  editions,  and  also  several  volumes  and  packages  of 
original  manuscripts,  comprising  letters  of  the  principal  magis- 
trates and  ministers  of  the  first  years  of  New  England  history, 
and  official  State  papers  of  the  British  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments, some  of  which  have  been  printed  in  the  Collections  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

The  collection  has  been  so  recently  received  that  it  is  not 

'  possible  to  give  here  any  extended  notice  of  its  rarities.     The 

City  Council  has  made  an  appropriation  for  putting  it  into  good 
condition  and  printing  its  catalogue.  The  work  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, and  when  it  is  completed,  those  who  are  interested  in 
American  history  will,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  find  much  satis- 
faction in  examining  and  using  its  hitherto  almost  hidden 
treasures. 

The  superb  silver  vase  presented  in  1835  to  the  Hon.  Daniel 

I  Webster,  having  been  purchased  by  several  citizens  of  Boston, 

was,  in  March,  1865,  presented  by  them  to  the  City,  to  be  pre- 
served in  the  Public  Library.  It  is  now  placed  in  the  room 
formerly  called-  the  Ladies'  Beading  Boom,  where  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for 
its  safe  keeping  and  exhibition.  The  large  historical  painting 
by  Copley,  the  statue  of  the  Arcadian  Shepherd  Boy,  by  Story, 
and  the  group  of  the  Holy  Family,  by  Troschel,  are  also  placed 
in  the  same  apartment. 
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The  Instrument  of  Presentation  of  the  Webster  Vase,  with 
the  names  of  the  donors  attached,  is  appended  to  this  Report, 
and  marked  CO. 

EXTENT   OF   THE   COLLECTIONS. 

The  Library  contained,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1866,  — 

In  the  Bates  Hall       ....    105,812  volumes. 
In  the  Lower  Hall      ....      25,866      '< 

Total,       ....     180,678  volumes. 

All  the  above  are  bound  volumes ;  but  about  4,600  of  them  are 
pamphlets  bound  up  and  placed  as  volumes  upon  the  shelves. 
But  several  hundreds  of  the  volumes  above  enumerated  contain 
each  from  ten  to  twenty  separate  works. 

The  number  in  the  Bates  Hall  is  thus  composed : 

Books  accessible  to  the  public,  August,  1865, .     .  91,826 
Books  located  since  August  1,  1865 4,988 

Books  accessible  to  the  Public,  August  1,  1866,      96,809 

Books  recently  received,  not  located  Aug.  1,  but 

all  located  since 1,649 

Sale  duplicates  and  odd  volumes 4,955 

Prince  Library 1,899 

105,812 

The  number  assigned  above  to  the  Lower  Hall,  represents  all 
the  books  which  from  the  beginning  have  been  placed  there.  A 
considerable  number  of  them  have  been  lost  or  condenmed  as 
unfit  for  further  use.  Many  of  these  have  been  replaced,  but 
not  all.  When  the  reorganization  of  this  branch  of  the  Library, 
now  in  progress,  shall  be  completed,  and  all  the  lost  and  missing 
books  which  can  be  procured  replaced,  an  exact  enumeration  can 
again  be  made. 

The  present  number  of  duplicates  and  odd  volumes  laid  aside 
for  exchange  or  sale  is  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
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During  the  year,  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  have  been  disposed 
of,  and  three  hundred  and  six  (being  mostly  donations)  have 
been  added  to  the  list  The  exchange  of  about  five  hundred  and 
fifty  more  volumes  is  in  progress. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  proper  enumeration  of  pamphlets 
belonging  to  the  Library.  It  can  only  be  stated  that  since  the 
Library  was  commenced,  36,566  have  come  into  its  possession. 
Many  of  them  have  been  bound  several  in  a  volume.  About 
four  thousand  five  hundred  have  been  separately  bound,  and  now 
stand  on  the  shelves  as  books.  Several  thousand  more  have  been 
selected  to  be  bound,  and  the  process  of  selecting  and  binding  is 
constantly  in  operation.  But  by  far  the  greater  peurt  of  the  large 
number  reported  are  duplicates  or  odd  numbers  of  magazines, 
and  legislative  documents,  or  publications  of  little  or  no  value. 

USE  OF  THE  LIBBABT. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  during  the  year  tras  5,306, 
making  the  whole  number  of  those  who  have  roistered  their 
names  to  secure  the  use  of  the  books,  since  Sept  17,  1858, 
45,869. 

The  number  of  lendings  from  the  Lower  Hall,  for 

home  use,  was 183,424 

From  the  Bates  Hall,  for  home  use  .        .  9,763 


193,187 


The  number  of  books  used  in  the  Bates  Hall,  was  10,438, 
besides  the  use  of  the  English  Patent  Specifications  by  187 
persons,  averaging  1^  hours  each. 

The  daily  average  lendings  for  home  use  was,  within  a 
fraction,  695. 

The  number  of  days  during  which  the  Library  was  open  to 
the  public,  was  278. 

These  numbers  do  not  represent  the  use  of  the  periodicals  in 

the  Beading  Boom,  nor  of  several  hundred  books  placed  there, 
6 
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open  to  unrestricted  use,  and  constitating  an  admirable  library 
of  reference,  nor  the  use  of  great  numbers  of  volumes  in  pro- 
tracted investigations,  for  which  especial  permission  has  been 
given. 

The  circulation,  although  greiater  than  for  any  year,  before  the 
last,  was  somewhat  below  that  of  the  last  year,  owing  to  the  &ct 
that  it  became  necessary  to  withhold  a  part  of  the  books  in  the 
liower  Hall  temporarily  from  circulation.  Eight  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  completion  of  the  Index.  During  this  time, 
the  accessions  had  been  made  known  to  the  public  by  annual 
Supplements.  But  many  of  the  books  had  been  worn  out,  muti- 
lated, or  lost,  and  the  Indexes  were  thus  rendered  imperfect  It 
was,  besides,  inconvenient  to  use  so  many  Supplements.  It  had 
been  stated  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  that  it  would  soon  be 
necessary  to  combine  the  Index  and  Supplements  into  one 
alphabet  The  completion  of  the  large  Supplement  for  the 
Bates  Hall  was  the  time  proposed  for  beginning  the  needed 
work.  But  it  was  felt  to  be  extremely  desirable  not  to  interrupt 
the  use  of  the  Lower  Library,  which  bad  become  so  extensive 
among  all  classes  of  our  citizens,  so  many  months  as  would  be 
required  for  reorganizing  the  collection,  and  preparing  and 
printing  a  complete  new  Index.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  to 
attempt  the  task,  alcove  by  alcove,  thus  retaining  from  circulation 
but  a  small  part  of  the  books  at  a  time,  and  to  do  as  much  of 
the  work  as  possible  upon  that  part  of  the  Library  in  greatest 
demand,  during  the  annual  recess.  In  this  way,  since  July  last, 
six  alcoves  out  of  twenty  have  been  examined ;  the  books  col- 
lated; those  unfit  for  further  use  withdrawn;  their  places,  as  well 
as  those  of  books  lost,  as  £Eur  as  possible  filled  by  new  copies ; 
the  catalogues  revised ;  a  new  Finding  List  for  the  whole  de^ 
partment  of  Fiction  printed,  and  another  Finding  List  for  the 
department  of  the  Arts,  Sciences,  and  Professions,  made  nearly 
ready  for  the  press.  This,  of  course,  has  to  some  extent  dimin- 
ished the  aggregate  circulation,  both  from  the  retaining  of  the 
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books  whfle  the  work  was  in  progress,  and  from  the  temporary 
dimination  of  the  number  of  books  hj  withdrawing  those  unfit 
for  further  use. 

I  am  happy  to  add  (as  this  Report  is  not  presented  till  after 
the  circulation  of  the  books  which  it  had  been  necessary  for  a 
time  to  retain  has  been  resumed)  that  the  daily  average  of  books 
lent  has,  for  the  last  two  weeks,  been  greater  than  ever  before 
at  Una  time  of  the  year,  notwithstanding  that  a  large  number  of 
the  lost  and  missing  books  have  not  yet  been  replaced.  If, 
however,  the  work  of  reorganization  of  the  alcoves  and  reprinting 
of  the  Indexes  be  continued,  as  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  it  may  of 
course  be  expected  that  there  will,  in  consequence,  again  be  a 
temporary  diminution  of  the  circulation. 

It  also  became  necessary,  after  an  uninterrupted  use  of  eight 
years,  to  revise  the  list  of  persons  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 
the  institution.  The  number  had  reached  45,869.  Many  of  the 
signers  had  removed  from  the  City,  though  their  cards  were  still 
sometimes  used.  Others  had  changed  their  residences  in  the 
City,  without  giving  notice ;  so  that  it  was  di£Scult  or  impossible 
to  recover  books  charged  on  their  accounts.  Many  other  prac- 
tices, unfair  towards  the  honest  frequenters  of  the  Library,  had 
grown  up,  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  detect  and  suppress 
without  a  new  and  more  careful  registration.  But  to  require 
every  person  to  enroll  his  name  anew  was  to  be  avoided  if 
possible.  In  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  this,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  change  all  the  cards,  and  to  question  the  owners  as 
they  might  present  themselves,  as  to  their  present  residences  and 
their  right  to  use  the  Library. 

The  time  of  introducing  a  new  system  of  recording  loans, 
rendering  some  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  card  desirable, 
was  selected  as  the  least  inconvenient  for  the  proposed  change. 
Every  arrangement  was  made  to  accomplish  this  purpose  with 
the  least  possible  trouble  to  readers.  Still  it  doubtless  checked 
for  a  time  the  circulation,  both  in  the  Bates  Hall  and  in  the 
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Lower  HalL  The  greater  part  of  this  change  was  effected  in 
the  last  of  the  summer  months,  when  the  inconvenience  was  least 
felt  by  the  citizens.  It  has  resulted,  however,  in  greater  security 
for  the  books,  and  will,  it  is  strongly  hoped,  prevent  the  necessity 
of  a  new  registration.  Since  the  first  few  weeks,  during  which 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  former  Loan  books  constantly  on 
the  desk,  no  difficulty  has  resulted  from  this  source.  On  the 
contrary,  a  great  advanti^  has  incidentally  accrued.  It  had  pre- 
viously been  necessary  to  restrict  the  times  of  receiving  names 
and  issuing  cards  to  hours  when  the  Loan  books  were  not  in 
use;  and  people  were  obliged  to  make  a  special  visit  to  the 
Library  in  order  to  sign  their  names  and  receive  cards,  at  hours 
when  they  could  not  get  books.  Now,  the  names  can  be  signed 
whenever  the  Library  is  open.     This  is  a  great  gain. 

I  have  felt  it  desirable  to  explain  these  matters  somewhat  at 
length,  in  order  to  make  it  manifest  that  these  interruptions  to 
the  circulation,  small  as  they  were,  arose  from  no  fmiummt 
cause,  but  were  merely  temporary  and  inevitable. 

It  has  been  said  before,  that  the  extent  of  the  circulation  is 
not  the  sole  or  the  proper  measure  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
Library.  It  would  be.  easy  to  quadruple  the  circulation,  by  mul- 
tiplying copies  of  popular  novels,  but  with  benefits  by  no  means 
proportioned  to  the  great  increase  of  expense  for  their  first  cost, 
and  for  the  arrangements  needful  for  their  circulation.  The 
object  of  the  Trustees  has  been  to  get  good  novels,  in  such  quan- 
tities as  to  supply  the  demand  for  them,  after  their  value  had 
been  fairly  ascertained  and  it  had  become  known  that  they  were 
not  merely  of  ephemeral  interest,  but  to  avoid  filling  the  building 
with  books  which,  after  a  few  weeks,  would  be  recognized  as  the 
most  worthless  and  neglected  trash ;  to  furnish,  in  short,  so  far 
as  their  resources  permitted,  everything  of  tried  worth,  in  as 
many  copies  as  people  would  call  for. 

It  should  also  be  here  noted  that  an  increase  or  decrease  of 
circulation  may  depend  upon  causes  which  have  nothing  to  do 
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with  the  success  or  value  of  the  Library.  It  sometimes  may  not 
be  easy  or  possible  to  account  satisfactorily  for  these  variations. 
In  one  year  of  the  history  of  the  Library  the  circulation  dimin- 
ished so  much  as  to  suggest  the  question  whether  the  public 
interest  in  the  Library  had  not  reached  a  point  at  which  it  could 
not  be  permanently  sustained.  Much  investigation  was  made  at 
the  time,  and  various  theories  were  formed  to  account  for  the 
fact  All  of  them,  however,  were  at  fault ;  for,  the  next  year, — 
all  the  conditions,  so  far  as  could  be  seen,  remaining  the  same, — 
the  circulation  reached  a  point  never  before  attained.  We  are 
not  perhaps  to  expect  that  the  circulation  will  or  can  go  on  con- 
'Stantly  increasing  from  year  to  year. 

It  is  also  noticeable  that  the  use  of  books  in  the  Bates  Hall 
was  less  than  for  last  year.  This  arises  mostly  from  the  fol- 
lowing cause : 

It  had  become  very  common  for  visitors  to  demand  the  use  in 
the  Hall  of  costly  books  of  engravings,  for  mere  purposes  of 
curiosity,  to  such  an  extent  and  in  such  a  manner  as  greatly  to 
injure  the  books  themselves,  and  often  to  prevent  their  use  by 
those  for  whom  they  were  especially  provided.  This  particularly 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  citizens  appointed 
the  last  year  to  exapune  the  Library,  and  led  to  a  recommenda- 
tion, which  was  adopted  by  the  Trustees,  that  these  books  should 
not  be  kept  as  mere  show  books,  but  should  only  be  exhibited  to 
those  who  should  make  a  written  request  for  them.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  no  persons  who  could  derive  from  them  the  benefit 
which  they  were  intended  to  confer,  would  find  this  degree  of 
formality  onerous.  I  have  heard  no  complaint  upon  the  subject ; 
but  it  has  ceiiainly,  for  a  time,  required  us  to  report  a  dimin- 
ished use  of  the  books  in  the  Bates  Hall. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  classification  of  the  books  lent 
from  the  Bates  Hall  and  used  therein.  Comparing  this  table 
with  that  presented  last  year,  the  principal  changes  of  proportion 
among  the  classes  are,  in  the  department  of  English  History  an 
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increase  of  five  per  cent,  and  in  that  of  Fine  and  Useful  Arts  a 
decrease  of  eight-and-a-half  per  cent. 


OLAS8IFIOATION. 

English  History  and  Literature 
Periodicals  .        '.         .         • 

American  History  and  Literature 

Medicine 

Fine  and  Useful  Arts 
Mathematical  and  Physical  Sciences 
French  History  and  Literature 
Transactions  of  Learned  Societies 
Oriental  History  and  Literature 
Theology,  Ethics,  and  Education 
Bibliography  .... 
General  History  and  Literature  . 
Italian  History  and  Literature 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics    . 
Natural  History 

German  History  and  Literature 2 

Jurisprudence,  Government,  and  Political  Economy        2  . 
Miscellaneous 2 

Li  future  years  a  similar  table  may  be  given  for  the  Lower 
Hall.  The  new  mode  of  recording  loans  renders  it  for  the  first 
time  practicable.  Such  a  statement  may  be  expected  to  be 
extremely  instructive  and  useful,  though  the  proportionate  circu- 
lation of  the  different  classes  of  books  will  doubtless  surprise 
many  who  have  given  but  little  attention  to  the  subject.  But 
the  wise  administration  of  such  an  institution  requires  a  knowl- 
edge of  such  facts,  heretofore  unattainable. 
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LOSSES  AND   INJURIES. 


As  the  last  year  has  been  one  of  transition,  by  the  adoption 
of  new  methods  long  foreseen  to  be  unavoidable,  for  using  the 
books,  and  for  guarding  them  from  abuse,  it  is  not  possible  to 
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present  statistics  (^  losses  and  iiyuries  which  can  be  properly 
compared  with  those  reported  in  former  years,  or  so  reliable  as 
those  which  can  hereafter  be  given.  The  modes  now  in  use  will, 
it  is  hoped  and  believed,  render  this  portion  of  tiie  Annual  Report, 
in  the  future,  more  acceptable  than  it  has  been  heretofore.  The 
examination  of  the  books  in  the  Bates  Hall  by  the  Shelf-lists  has 
been  very  strict.  This  year,  twenty-seven  volumes  were  missing 
from  their  places.  Some  of  those  not  found  at  first,  have  been 
returned  in  a  way  as  mysterious  as  their  disappearance.  Nearly 
half  of  those  remaining  unaccounted  for,  are  pamphlets  which 
had  been  placed  by  themselves  to  be  bound,  and  are  doubtless 
merely  mislaid.  Of  the  nineteen  reported  missing  for  the  year 
1864-65,  nine  have  been  found.  Of  the  fifteen  reported  missing, 
in  all,  previous  to  September,  1864,  eight  have  been  returned. 
So  that  in  all,  &om  the  first  circulation  of  the  books  of  the 
Bates  Hall,  in  1861,  to  the  present  time,  forty-three  books  only 
are  not  to  be  found.  A  part  of  these  will  doubtless  be  returned. 
Of  nineteen  books  charged  to  borrowers  previous  to  September  1, 
1865,  but  not  then  returned  or  replaced  by  them,  two  have 
this  year  been  returned.  Seven  books  charged  to  borrowers 
during  the  year  1865-66,  have  not  been  returned;  but  two  of 
the  seven  borrowers  having  lost  their  books  promise  to  replace 
them. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  in  so  large  a  collec- 
tion it  should  be  impossible  to  find  everything  the  moment  it  is 
sought.  But  the  measures  taken  to  prevent  losses  and  displace- 
ments in  this  Hall  are  so  stringent  and  so  constantly  enforced, 
that  I  cannot  report  any  books  missing,  at  the  time  of  the  annual 
scrutiny,  without  dissatisfaction.  I  know  not,  however,  of  any 
reasonable  method  in  addition  to  those  already  employed  to 
diminish  this  small  evil. 

Aj9  to  mutilations  ^nd  injuries,  the  examination  has  disclosed 
nothing  to  be  reported  in  the  Bates  Hall.  The  books  have  been 
very  careftdly  used,  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 
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In  the  Lower  Hall,  an  accurate  collation  has  been  made  of  the 
books  in  six  of  the  twenty  alcoves,  including  the  four  of  the 
class  of  Fiction,  upon  which  the  abuses  have  principally  fallen. 
The  result  is  presented  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  under- 
stood that  the  statements  cover  all  the  accumulated  losses  and 
injuries  in  the  alcoves,  not  repaired  since  the  first  opening  of  the 
Library. 

BESULT  OP   COLLATION   OF  BOOKS   IN    ALC0TB8    4,   7,   14,   AND    17 

(COMPRISING  WOBKS  OF   FICTION). 

Whole  number  of  books  on  the  Shelf-Hsts 

in  Aug.,  1866 7,672  volumes. 

Number  missing  on  examination  by  Shelf- 

Usts 1,678 

Number  since  condemned  as  imperfect  or 

odd  volumes 1,029 

2,707  volumes. 


Number  of  condemned  books  supplied,  and 
of  missing  books  returned,  up  to  Sept.  1 

Number  remaining  after  collation  (which 
has,  however,  since  been  considerably 
Increased) 


4,965        " 
940 


5,905  volumes. 


IN  ALCOVES  1  AND  11  (ABTS  AND  SCIENCES). 


Whole  number  on  Shelf-lists  Aug.,  1866  .     . 

Number  missing  on  examination  by  Shelf-lists  111 

Number  condemned  since,  as  imperfect    .     .  8 

Number  removed  to  Bates  Hall 220 


8,188  volumes. 


839  volumes. 


t( 


Number  remaining  Nov.  1,  after  examination  2,844 

The  number  of  missing  and  condemned  books  replaced  varies 
from  day  to  day  as  they  are  received  from  the  agents,  to  whom 
the  orders  were  given  to  procure  them  as  promptly  as  possible. 
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Some  of  them  are  out  of  print,  and  cannot  be  obtained  without 
considerable  delay.  In  some  cases,  several  copies  of  one  work 
have  been  removed  from  the  shelves.  As  these  may  be  injured 
in  different  parts,  it  is  probable  that  one  complete  copy  may 
in  some  cases  be  profitably  made  from  two  or  three  imperfect 
ones. 

When  these  alcoves  were  reorganized  every  book  was  collated, 
all  pencil  marks  were  erased,  and  aU  stains  removed,  so  far  as 
they  could  be.  The  condition  of  each  book  was  noted,  as  well 
as  might  be,  upon  the  book  itself,  and  upon  the  Shelf-list.  It  had 
been  proposed  to  examine  every  book  anew  each  time  it  should 
be  returned  by  a  borrower,  so  that  every  borrower  could  be  held 
to  an  immediate  and  undeniable  responsibility  for  the  condition 
of  the  book  he  had  received.  But  it  was  found  that  scarcely  one 
hundred  books  a  day  could  be  thus  collated  and  cleaned  by  one 
person,  and  it  seemed  probable  that  after  this  first  work  had 
been  performed  at  least  three  additional  attendants  would  be 
needed  to  collate  the  books  as  they  should  be  returned.  The 
expense  of  this  would  be  greatly  disproportioned  to  the  value  of 
the  books  which  we  might  expect  would  be  thus  saved  from  ruin, 
and  the  delays  incident  to  the  process  would  be  matter  for  many 
complaints. 

Practically,  a  certain  amount  of  loss  and  injury  must  for  the 
present  be  borne  with.  This  amount,  in  the  most  popular  classes 
of  books  of  a  Ubrary  open  so  freely  to  the  whole  community, 
must  be  expected  to  be  large.  There  is  probably  no  feasible 
remedy  in  the  power  of  the  Trustees  consistent  with  the  wonted 
freedom  of  the  Library,  and  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  the  evil 
can  be  fiilly  stopped  unless  the  Legislature  of  the  State  can  apply 
some  suitable  penalty  which  can  be  practically  enforced  in  cases 
of  gross  and  wanton  abuses. 

The  principle  of  administration  upon  which  this  Library  was 
founded  was,  at  least  in  the  magnitude  of  its  application,  quite 
novel,  and,  I  may  say,  startling. 

6 
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It  was  proposed  to  place  in  the  reach  of  all  the  people  of  a 
large  city  the  most  ample  stores  of  entertaining  and  useful  read- 
ing, with  no  safeguards  or  restrictions  in  the  first  instance,  except 
such  as  were,  in  the  apprehension  of  every  one,  obviously  and 
absolutely  indispensable,  and  to  adopt  no  restrictions  afterwards, 
except  as  they  became  imperative  to  secure  and  perpetuate  the 
benefits  of  this  great  literary  charity. 

The  result  of  this  unbounded  confidence  in  the  honor  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  their  just  appreciation  of  such  a  boon, 
was  for  a  long  time  matter  of  just  pride  and  of  frequent  con- 
gratulation. At  first,  indeed,  the  success  of  the  experiment 
seemed  well-nigh  complete.  It  was  certainly  surprising,  even  to 
those  who  at  the  outset  were  most  sanguine. 

Instances  of  ungenerous,  if  not  of  wanton  and  criminal  abuses  of 
this  confidence  did,  however,  show  themselves,  and  increase  from 
time  to  time  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  anxiety,  and  finally  alarm. 
The  Trustees  faithfully  reported  these  indications  from  year  to 
year.  It  was  clear  that  these  abuses  could  be  suppressed,  but 
not,  it  was  feared,  without  in  some  degree  curtailing  the  freedom 
of  the  institution.  It  was  probable  that  only  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  persons  were  thus  regardless  of  their  honor  and 
duty ;  but  all  must  be  affected  by  any  restrictions  of  privilege. 
Those  to  whose  charge  the  Library  was  committed,  studied  the 
whole  subject  carefully,  with  the  best  advice,  and  with  the  light 
of  the  best  experience  they  could  command ;  and  they  applied 
the  remedy  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  believed  the  danger  may 
be  checked,  if  not  entirely  removed,  without  adopting  measures 
onerous  or  distasteful  to  any  well-meaning  frequenter  of  the 
Library.  On  this  subject  some  misapprehension  has  been  need- 
lessly excited,  especially  with  reference  to  certain  changes,  mostly 
of  internal  administration,  which  have  been  adopted  during  the 
last  year.  These  changes  were  designed  to  bear,  and  do  bear, 
only  upon  those  who  were  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  neglectful 
or  culpable,  and  are  not  felt  by  those  who  are  duly  observant  of 
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the  coitrse  of  eondnct  wMch  the  participation  in  privileges  like 
tliose  here  enjoyed  would  dictate  to  all  right-minded  persons. 

CHANGES  IX  THE  BEADING  BOOM. 

The  BeadiDg  Boom  for  periodicals  was  the  part  of  the  Library 
most  liable  to  abuse.  In  this,  more  than  150  from  among  the 
best  journals  published  in  the  world  were  at  first  laid  upon  the 
tableS;  and  offered  freely  to  every  one  who  chose  to  enter  and  to 
use  or  abuse  them.  They  were  placed  in  alphal^tical  order, 
and  an  attendant  was  charged  with  the  endeavor  to  keep  them 
so,— «  task  always  difficult,  and  at  last  quite  impossible.  They 
were  removed  frqm  their  places,  turned  over,  covered  up,  tossed 
about,  mutilated,  and  sometimes  purloined,  till  at  length,  instead 
of  an  orderly  apartment  in  a  library,  it  presented  sometimes  the 
appearance  of  a  room  for  refuse  pamphlets  and  waste  paper. 
A  person  in  search  of  a  periodical,  not  finding  it  in  its  place,  would 
often  wander  about  the  room,  peering  over  the  shoulders  of 
many,  disturbing  by  fruitless  questions  the  pursuits  of  others, 
and  more  or  less  interrupting  all  in  the  room, — ^finally,  perhaps, 
to  fail  in  his  quest  because  the  magazine  desired  had  been  stolen 
or  had  not  been  received.  This  course  was  not  that  of  one  per- 
son in  a  day,  but,  to  a  more  or  less  aggravated  extent,  of  very 
many.  Serious  readers  were  annoyed,  aggrieved,  and  sometimes 
quite  disgusted.  Complaints  were  frequent;  not,  indeed,  in 
public,  for  they  came  from  thoughtful  persons  sincerely  bent 
upon  making  the  best  of  their  privileges,  and  not  upon  hazarding 
what  remained  to  them  by  public  denunciations. 

It  was  found,  moreover,  that  the  periodicals  were  so  frequently 
mutQated  or  stolen,  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  make  up 
complete  sets  for  preservation. 

To  prevent  these  evils  by  a  more  stringent  police  for  the  room 
seemed  impracticable.  Several  policemen  stationed  there  could 
not  have  suppressed  effectually  such  abuses  and  annoyances. 
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Their  employment  would  have  imposed  upon  the  establishment  a 
heavy  burden  of  expense^  and  would  have  been  a  standing  re- 
proach to  the  good  people  of  our  well-behaved  City. 

The  course  suggested  for  the  remedy  of  this  evil  was  one 
which,  in  any  library  not  founded  upon  the  principle  of  no-re- 
striction, would  most  likely  have  been  adopted  at  the  outset  as  a 
necessary  precaution. 

It  is  simply  that  of  placing  the  periodicals  behind  a  desk, 
under  the  care  of  an  attendant,  who  gives  them  out,  as  called  for, 
keeping  the  account  of  the  borrowers.  The  applicant  must  say 
what  he  wants,  and  who  he  is  that  wants  it.  Grenerally,  this  is 
done  by  the  borrower  writing  on  a  slip  of  paper  his  name  and 
residence,  and  the  shelf  number  of  the  journal  wanted,  which  he 
derives  firom  lists  always  at  hand.  Persons  to  whom  this  is 
troublesome  need  not  do  even  so  much,  but  simply  whisper  the 
title  of  the  journal,  or  point  to  it  upon  the  list,  and  give  their 
own  address  to  the  attendant  It  would  seem  to  be  an  absurd 
denial  of  the  facility  of  writing  on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  to 
say  that  this  use  of  a  lead  pencil  could  be  considered  burden- 
some, and  it  is  no  more  complimentary  to  assume  that  any  one 
would  be  ashamed  or  unwilling  to  give  his  name  and  hold  himself 
responsible  for  anything  he  may  desire  to  borrow.  At  all  events, 
the  change  has  worked  like  a  charm.  It  has  brought  order  out 
of  confusion.  It  has  saved  the  loss  of  property.  It  has  enabled 
readers  to  find  what  they  want.  It  has  had  a  sensible  effect  upon 
the  quiet  of  the  room.  It  has  attracted  back  some  who  had  left 
in  di^ust  It  has  excited  no  serious  complaint  It  has  not 
diminished  the  use  of  the  room,  which,  it  is  believed,  was  never 
before  greater  than  it  is  at  present  It  has  eliminated  groups 
of  idle  boys  who  formerly  entered  firom  the  distributing^  room 
while  waiting  for  books,  occupied  the  chairs,  and  sometimes 
scribbled  or  even  drew  indecent  figures  upon  the  margins 
of  the  magaiines.  In  short,  it  has  in  no  way  been  injurious 
to  aerioQS  readers,  while  it  has  been  beneficial  to  alL     It 
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is  needless  to  discuss  the  question  whether  a  person  in  a  vacant 
half  hour  may  not  enter  a  reading-room  and  turn  aimlessly  over 
the  leaves  of  one  magazine  after  another  and  go  away  having 
found  some  sort  of  profit  from  the  proceeding.  It  is  idle  also  to 
assert  that  such  persons  would  not  be  embarrassed  by  not  finding 
the  journals  lying  promiscuously  about  the  tables.  But  if  their 
case  is  to  be  considered,  who  cotne  in  mere  listlessness,  surely 
the  claim  of  those  who  come  in  seriousness  and  good  faith,  with 
a  definite  purpose  of  improvement,  knowing  what  they  want  and 
willing  to  ask  for  it,  is  far  more  respectable ;  and  where  one  must 
be  postponed  to  the  other,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  which  should 
be  preferred. 

The  needfulness  and  effect  of  these  changes  are  so  well  set 
forth  in  letters  from  the  Librarian  and  from  two  professional 
gentlemen  who  have  used  the  Beading  Boom,  both  before  and 
after  the  change,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  appendmg  them  to 
this  Beport.     They  are  marked  DD. 

It  should  be  stated  that,  last  year,  forty-six  numbers  of  different 
valuable  journals  were  reported  as  taken  away  from  the  room 
and  never  returned.  Since  the  new  system  was  adopted,  a  year 
ago,  not  a  single  number  of  a  magazine  given  out  from  the  desk 
has  been  lost. 

The  importance  of  keeping  safely  every  number  of  a  maga- 
zine should  be  considered  not  solely  in  its  pecuniary  and  its 
moral  aspects ;  it  should  be  remembered  that  if  a  journal  is  thus 
purloined  by  one  person,  all  others  who  would  be  readers  of  it 
are  deprived  of  their  privileges.  If  a  foreign  journal  be  taken,  it 
cannot  probably  be  replaced  for  months,  —  sometimes  not  at  all. 
We  have  now  in  the  Library  hundreds  of  volumes  thus  rendered 
imperfect,  which  we  have  been  unable  to  complete  after  many 
attempts  to  do  so. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  here  that  the  principle  of  withdraw- 
mg  the  periodicals  from  the  tables  was  not  at  first  applied  to  all 
of  them.      Thirteen  of  the  most  popular  and  usefiil  journals 
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were  subscribed  for  in  duplicate,  and  one  copy  of  each  was  laid 
upon  the  table  with  the  intention  of  keeping  them  there,  if  pos- 
sible.   In  a  few  weeks,  thieving  fingers  had  dealt  with  them  all. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  these  evil  practices  were  con- 
fined to  a  small  number  of  persons.  But  these  few  culprits 
contrived  to  bring  discredit  upon  a  law-loving  people,  reproach 
upon  a  noble  public  charity,  and,  perhaps,  suspicion  upon  honest 
frequenters  of  the  Library. 

It  should  here  be  stated,  that  what  may  be  termed  a  library  of 
reference,  comprising  several  hundred  volumes  of  the  best  and 
most  recent  Encyclopaedias,  Lexicons  and  Vocabularies  of  varioufa 
languages.  Gazetteers,  Biographical  Dictionaries,  Directories,  Al- 
manacs, Atlases,  and  Handbooks  of  various  kinds,  are  arranged 
around  the  desk  of  the  attendant,  and  left  still  entirely  open  to  the 
use  of  every  one,  without  the  slightest  restriction.  These  are  so 
immediately  under  the  eye  of  the  attendant,  that  they  are,  in 
general,  safe,  although  some  of  them  have  heretofore  been  muti- 
lated, defiled  by  obscene  words  and  figures,  and  sometimes  stolen. 

A  volume  of  the  last  edition  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica 
was,  several  years  ago,  ruined  by  tearing  ruthlessly  out  of  it  a 
very  valuable  article  of  more  than  one  hundred  pages,  and  the 
detective  force  of  the  City  could  not  discover  the  perpetrator  of 
the  outrage.  Among  the  books  several  years  ago  purloined 
were  a  Bible  and  a  Concordance  1  After  two  years'  absence, 
the  latter  was  returned  mysteriously  to  the  Library. 

NEW  SYSTEM  FOR  RECORDING  LOANS. 

Another  important  change  effected  during  the  year,  is  in  the 
method  of  recording  loans,  both  in  the  Bates  and  Lower  Hall. 
This  change  is  one  merely  of  internal  administration.  It  in  no 
way  abridges  or  changes  the  privileges  of  readers.  It  requires 
of  them  no  additional  labor  in  borrowing  or  returning  books. 
It  will  demand  of  them  no  more  time.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Lower  Hall  to  inform  them  of  the  change,  except  a  difference  in 
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one  side  of  the  card,  and  a  stamp  made  upon  it  of  the  date  of 
each  loan,  and  of  its  return. 

As^  however,  this  new  system  has  been  misapprehended  by  some 
who  do  not  appear  to  know  its  purport,  it  may  be  well  to  state 
here  something  of  the  design  of  its  introduction,  of  the  details  of 
its  operation,  and  of  its  results  in  securing  the  safety  of  the 
books,  and  their  just  and  equal  distribution  amoug  borrowers. 

Prom  the  early  days  of  the  Library,  the  method  of  recording 
loans  was  that  long  practised  of  ledger  accounts,  abridged  in  our 
case  by  omitting  the  titles  of  the  books,  wilting  only  the  shelf 
and  order  numbers,  and  rendered  more  rapid  and  easy  by  an 
ingenious  decimal  arrangement  of  the  accounts. 

When  the  use  of  the  Library  became  large,  it  was  found  that 
such  a  system  of  recording  loans  lacked  the  most  needful  means 
for  detecting  irregularities  and  abuses,  and  that,  as  an  almost 
necessary  consequence,  such  abuses  increased,  in  an  alarming 
degree,  from  year  to  year.  The  record  furnished  no  certain  and 
reliable  proof  against  delinquents.  Books  could  be  lost  or  mu- 
tilated with  impunity.  This,  of  course,  became  generally  known. 
Books  were  very  often  kept  beyond  the  proper  time,  and  thus 
the  rights  of  others  who  were  waiting  for  them  were  infringed. 
It  was  practically  impossible  to  tell  what  books  on  any  given 
day  were  improperly  detained  from  the  Library,  and  to  give 
notice  that  they  should  be  returned.  When  a  book  was  unrea- 
sonably detained,  and  greatly  needed  by  another  reader,  it  was 
impracticable  to  ascertain  who  had  the  book  till  the  borrower 
chose  to  i^tum  it.  It  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  administration 
to  secure,  or  even  to  facilitate,  an  equitable  distribution  of  the 
books.  Besides  all  this,  no  valuable  information  could  be  gleaned 
from  the  record  as  to  what  class  of  books  were  most  used,  or 
how  frequently  such  or  such  a  book  had  been  called  for ,-  thus, 
no  assistance  could  be  derived  from  it  for  making  such  a  selec- 
tion of  books  as  the  public  most  desired.  The  numeroas  ledgers 
were,  moreover,  cumbrous  and  unwieldy. 
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Still;  in  spite  of  all  these  imperfections,  the  acquired  facility 
and  rapidity  of  working  the  system  such  as  it  was,  the  incon- 
venience of  makii^  any  alteration,  and  the  difficulty  of  deciding 
upon  a  new  system,  combined  to  prevent  any  change,  long  after 
it  was  seen  that  one  was  imperatively  necessary  for  the  preser* 
vation  of  the  Library  from  disorder  and  discredit 

The  new  system  is,  in  its  main  features,  one,  which,  I  believe, 
is  displacing  all  others  in  the  great  public  libraries  of  Europe 
and  of  this  country.  It  consists  in  making  the  record  of  loans 
upon  separate  slips  of  paper  of  uniform  size,  upon  each  of  which 
is  stamped  the  date,  after  writing  with  a  lead  pencil  a  word  or 
two  of  the  title  of  the  book,  the  shelf-numbers,  and  the  address 
of  the  borrower. 

In  the  Bates  Hall  the  name  and  residence  are  written  by  the 
borrower.  In  the  Lower  Hall,  from  which  books  are  oft;en  sent 
for  by  children  and  servants,  the  address  upon  the  borrower's 
card  is  transferred  to  the  slip  by  the  attendant  in  the  Library. 

The  date  of  the  loan  is  also  stamped  upon  the  card  and  upon 
the  book  lent.  These  stamps,  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  serve 
to  remind  him  how  long  he  has  had  the  book,  and  thus  prevent  his 
incurring  fines,  and  when  the  book  is  returned,  they  guide  the 
attendant  to  the  record  slip. 

The  slip,  as  soon  as  written,  is  dropped  into  its  proper  place 
in  a  drawer  furnished  with  a  compartment  for  each  alcove  of  the 
Library. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Library,  the  Rules  have  allowed  a 
book  to  be  kept  out  for  twelve  Library  days,  have  exacted  a  fine 
for  every  day  of  subsequent  detention,  and  have  required  that, 
after  six  days  of  such  detention,  the  book  should  be  sent  for  at 
the  expense  of  the  borrower.  None  of  these  regulations  has 
been  changed,  but  facilities  have  been  provided  for  carrying  them 
into  effect  At  the  close  of  each  day  the  slips  for  the  day  are 
placed  together  in  exact  order  in  a  drawer  of  the  distributing 
room,  divided  so  as  to  furnish  twelve  compartments  for  books  not 
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kept  beyond  the  time  allowed,  and  six  other  compartments  for  the 
slips  of  books  finable.  The  first  day's  gathering  is  placed  in 
the  first  division,  the  second  day's  in  the  second,  and  so  on 
through  the  twelve.  On  the  thirteenth  Library  day,  the  slips 
remaining  in  the  first  division  are  removed  to  the  first  division 
for  finable  books,  and  their  place  occupied  by  the  slips  of  books 
lent  the  preceding  day.  When  the  six  divisions  of  the  finable 
books  are  filled,  those  remaining  in  the  first  of  them,  must,  under 
the  Rules,  be  sent  for  by  a  special  messenger.  It  should  have 
been  stated  that  on  the  thirteenth  day  after  the  first  loans,  a 
notice  is  sent  by  mail  to  the  address  on  each  of  the  uncancelled 
slips,  stating  that  the  book  has  already  been  retained  the  fiill 
time  aUowed,  and  is  now  incurring  fines,  and  that,  unless  returned 
or  renewed  within  six  days  from  the  date  of  the  notice,  it  must, 
under  the  Rules,  be  sent  for  at  the  expense  of  the  borrower. 

So  well  has  this  part  of  the  system  worked,  that,  during  the 
time  it  has  been  in  operation,  not  two  and  a  half  books  a  day  on 
an  average  have  been  detained  long  enough  to  be  sent  for  by  a 
messenger.  The  sending  for  books  is  rapidly  bringing  to  light 
abuses  which  have  long  existed,  and  it  will,  as  may  be  hoped, 
soon  lead  to  the  detection  and  removal  of  most  of  them,  thus 
obviating  the  apprehended  necessity  of  requiring  troublesome 
guarantees  for  the  loans. 

A  member  of  the  Soldiers'  Messenger  Corps  has  been  em- 
ployed for  tracing  out  delinquencies.  He  has  performed  the  ser- 
vice faithfully  and  skilfully,  with  the  following  results : 

Whole  number  of  delinquents  referred  to  him  in  thirty-five 
Library  days 82 

The  whole  number  of  books  lent  to  the  last  of  the  days 
was 29,352 

From  these, — the  number  of  books  recovered  is      .      40 

"  "      not  recovered         42  —  82 

Of  the  42  not  r^overed  he  has  reported  — 

Borrowers  removed  to  places  unknown      ....        13 
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Borrowers  who  had  recorded  their  names  with  wrong  resi- 
dence, but  who  were  found  by  the  Messenger        .        •  2 

Borrowers  who  were  said  to  have  removed  to  other  places, 
but  who  have  made  no  reply  to  letters  sent  to  them    .  8 

Borrowers  who  promised  to  call  at  the  Library  and  explain 

their  delinquencies,  but  have  not  done  so         .        .        .  6 

Borrowers  who  have  removed  from  the  City,  and  left  their 

cards  to  others 2 

Borrowers  not  accounted  for 16 

One  boy  sold  his  father's  card  for  four  cents  to  another  boy, 
who  lent  it  to  a  third,  who  lost  both  book  and  card ;  but  the 
three  boys  came  to  the  Library,  and  united  to  pay  for  the  book  lost 

When  a  book  is  regularly  returned,  the  slip  and  card  are 
stamped  with  the  date  of  the  return,  and  the  slip  is  placed  in  its 
proper  order,  according  to  the  shelf-number,  among  the  cancelled 
slips.  Thus,  the  slips  representing  the  same  book  come  together, 
and  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  how  many  times,  when,  and  in  what 
order,  each  book  has  been  borrowed.  Thus,  too,  the  slips  for 
each  alcove  are  brought  together,  and  as  the  books  are  divided 
in  the  alcove  by  subjects,  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  how  much  each 
class  of  books  has  been  used.  As  the  books  in  each  day's  gath- 
ering are  kept  in  the  order  of  their  shelf-numbers,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  who  has  any  book  which  is  out, —  a  matter  often 
of  considerable  importance. 

By  means  of  an  ingeniously  contrived  stamp,  each  slip  is  num- 
bered in  order  from  the  first  to  the  last,  so  that  it  is  ascertain- 
able at  a  glance  how  many  books  have  been  lent  since  the  Li- 
brary year  commenced,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  aggregate 
circulation  is  disclosed  without  any  count. 

The  word  or  two  of  the  title  of  the  book  written  upon  the 
slip,  serves  as  a  check  upon  mistakes  which  might  occur  in  copy- 
ing the  shelf-numbers. 

Rapid  as  was  the  working  of  the  old  system,  borrowers  will 
not  probably  be  obliged  to  wait  longer  for  their  books  under  the 
new  system. 
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Although  the  number  of  operations  is  increased  in  the  new 
STstem,  yet  the  facility  for  the  subdivision  of  labor  by  the  use  of 
slips  is  such,  that  a  much  greater  number  of  books  can  be  given 
out  by  it  in  a  day  than  by  the  other  system.  Indeed,  there  is 
scarcely  any  limit  to  its  capabilities  in  this  respect.  All  the 
books  in  the  Lower  .Hall  could  be  given  out  and  properly 
charged  in  one  day.  Under  the  ledger  system,  not  more  than 
two  persons  could  work  at  a  time  in  receiving  and  charging 
books  without  interfering  with  each  other.  Under  the  slip  sys- 
tem, as  many  as  could  stand  by  the  desk  could  simultaneously 
receive  and  deliver  books ;  and  as  many  as  could  be  accommo- 
dated with  stamps  and  table  room  could  be  at  one  and  the  same 
time  engaged  in  charging  them. 

To  all  this  may  be  added  the  greater  ease,  quietness,  and  regu- 
larity^ of  the  service,  where  each  operation  is  performed  with 
almost  mechanical  precision,  and  in  a  regular  order,  without  the 
necessity  of  any  conversation  or  conference  among  the  attendants. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  details  for  renewing  books, 
transferring  them  from  one  account  to  another,  etc.  These  all 
take  care  of  themselves  silently  and  effectually  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  new  system. 

It  is  now  three  working  months  since  the  change  was  made, 
and  I  believe  that  every  one  who  was  familiar  with  the  former 
method,  and  has  been  occupied  with  this,  has  no  longer  any 
hesitation  in  pronouncing  in  favor  of  the  change.  Nor  has  any 
imperfection  been  yet  developed  in  its  working.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  modifications  may  become  desirable,  or  that 
additions  may  be  required,  as  further  safeguards  for  the  loans, 
or  to  make  the  record  more  useful.  Improvements  should 
always  be  welcomed.  But  the  motive  of  the  change  was  the 
greater  convenience  of  the  public  and  the  greater  protection  of 
its  property ;  its  details  imply  no  trouble  to  borrowers,  and  its 
results  are  such  as  to  insure  the  greater  popularity  and  useful- 
ness of  the  institution. 


62  CITY  DOCUMENT.  —  No.   110. 


THE   CATALOGUES. 

The  Supplement  to  the  Index  for  the  Bates  Hall,  including  the 
great  collection  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Parker,  has  been  completed. 
The  printing  met  with  many  interruptiops  beyond  our  control, 
and  to  the  last,  all  books  received  were  recorded  in  it,  if  both 
the  main  title  and  the  requisite  cross  references  could  be  inserted ; 
—  so  that  instead  of  400  pages,  as  at  first  estimated,  the  work 
contains  718  pages,  besides  the  list  of  City  Documents  prepared 
by  J.  M.  Bugbee,  Esq.,  which,  by  permission,  is  appended  to  it. 

The  printed  Indexes  are  now  as  follows : 

1.  The  Index  for  the  Lower  Hall,  printed  in  1858,  of  which 
nearly  10,000  copies  have  been  printed,  and  but  few  now  remain. 

2.  Eight  Annual  Supplements  to  the  same  —  some  of  which 
are  now  out  of  print. 

3.  The  Finding  List,  with  very  brief  titles  for  the  department 
of  Fiction,  exhibiting  its  present  state.  This  was  prepared  and 
printed  during  the  last  annual  recess. 

4.  The  large  Index  for  the  Bates  Hall;  published  in  1861,  of 
which  a  second  edition,  now  nearly  exhausted,  was  printed  in 
1 865.    The  stereotype  plates  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Trustees. 

5.  The  Supplement  to  the  same,  of  which  1 ,500  copies  have 
been  printed. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  Report,  the  condition  of  the  Indexes 
for  the  Lower  Hall  has  been  described  at  some  length  in  another 
connection,  and  requires  but  brief  mention  here.  For  the  con- 
venience of  the  public,  it  was  felt  to  be  extremely  desirable  to 
prepare  and  publish  a  new,  consolidated,  and  complete  Index  for 
this  part  of  the  Library.  To  avoid  retaining  from  circulation 
the  whole  Library  long  enough  to  prepare  the  work  for  the 
press,  it  was  proposed  to  retain  one  or  two  alcoves  at  a  time, 
till  the  Index  so  far  as  pertains  to  them  could  be  prepared; 
and,  further,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  Index  of 
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each  alcoTe,  as  revised,  till  the  whole  could  be  printed,  it  was 
proposed  to  print  the  briefest  possible  "  Finding  List "  for  each 
alcove,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  made  ready.  These  lists  would 
serve  a  temporary  purpose  for  finding  books,  and.  in  some  sort, 
a  permanent  purpose  as  a  classed  catalogue.  As  already  stated, 
the  Finding  List  of  the  department  of  Fiction,  embracing  about 
seven  thousand  volumes,  has  been  printed;  and  that  for  the 
department  of  Arts  and  Sciences  has  been  made  nearly  ready 
for  the  press.  Here  the  work  has  been  arrested  for  want  of 
funds. 

The  work  already  done  was  accomplished  during  the  recess, 
by  employing  all  of  the  available  regular  force  of  the  Library 
and  several  extra  assistants.  While  the  Library  is  open  to  the 
pablic,  it  is  impossible  to  withdraw  from  their  customary  duties 
the  assistants  in  the  Library,  long  enough  to  do  much  of  this 
kind  of  labor. 

The  work  upon  the  remaining  15,000  volumes  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, be  comparatively  much  less  severe  than  that  upon  the 
10,000  volumes  now  nearly  completed. 

The  volumes  in  the  Library  are  represented  by  the  printed 
Indexes  as  follows : 

BATES  HALL. 

Index  of  1861  containing  about      .         .      55,000  vols. 
Supplement  of  1866  about       .         .         .      83,966     '^ 

LOWER   HALL. 

Index  of  1858 15,000  vols. 

Eight  Supplements 8,366     '' 


The  Finding  List  contains  in  it  about  7,000  volumes,  many  of 
them  not  represented  in  the  above  Indexes. 

The  remaining  books  in  the  Library  comprise  those  received 
too  late  for  insertion  in  the  Indexes,  including  the  Prince  Libraryi 
[  duplicates  of  those  catalogued,  and  sale  duplicates. 
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The  books  received  too  late  for  the  printed  Indexes  are  made 
known,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  the  public,  by  means  of  interleaved 
catalogaes  —  a  matter  of  many  difficulties,  delays,  and  inconven- 
iences. If  the  suggestion,  made  by  the  Examining  Committee,  of 
a  Monthly  Bulletin  for  making  known  the  receipts  of  the  Library 
month  by  month,  should  be  carried  into  effect,  it  will  prove  of  great 
advantage  to  those  who  use  the  Library,  and  save  the  necessity 
of  frequent  Supplements. 

During  the  year,  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Library  have  pro- 
ceeded with  regularity  and  harmony.  The  great  amount  of  un- 
usual labor  required  has  been  performed  with  cheerful  alacrity 
by  the  attendants.  The  problems  to  be  solved  in  managing  so 
large  and  so  free  a  circulation  are  many  of  them  new,  difficult, 
and  perplexing.  We  cannot  be  governed  by  precedents;  we 
must  not  be  too  conservative  of  old  ways ;  we  must  seek  after 
improvements.  Measures  must  be  framed  for  our  special  exigen- 
cies. One  pleasant  and  promising  circumstance  connected  with 
the  necessary  discussion  which  has  arisen  respecting  details  of 
administration,  has  been  that  suggestions  of  ingenious  and  origi- 
nal plans  for  meeting  difficulties  have  been  made  by  persons  not 
connected  with  the  Library,  but  who  have  used  it  largely,  and 
have  understood  and  appreciated  its  position,  its  liberal  spirit, 
and  its  importance  as  a  free  public  provision  for  the  literary  and 
moral  culture  of  the  people.  Some  of  these  suggestions  may 
yet  prove  of  great  practical  btmefit,  even  though  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  adopt  them  in  full.  At  any  rate,  they  give  cheering 
evidence  of  the  interest*  felt  by  thoughtful  men  in  rendering  the 
Library  to  the  highest  degree  popularly  useful.  A  person  accas- 
tomed  to  literary  researches  among  large  collections  of  books 
can  find  his  way  under  almost  any  discouragements;  but,  for 
those  who  have  little  acquaintance  with  books,  extraordinary 
facilities  must  be  provided.  It  is  their  necessities  which  require 
the  most  patient  consideration,  which  demand  ingenious  expe- 
dients, which  forbid  a  blind  adherence  to  precedents,  and  invite 
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SQggestions,  even  the  boldest  of  which  may  contain  some  hints 
of  practical  value. 

The  usual  financial  statement  for  the  year  is  appended  to  this 
Report,  and  marked  £E. 

*  Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES  C.  JEWETT, 

Superintendent. 


Public  Libbabt,  Nov.  Id,  1866. 
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LIST    OF    DONORS 


«rest  on  the  fimd  of 

.     $50,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.       10,000 

.       80,000 

4,000 

Bigelow,  Hon.  John  P., 
Franklin  Club, 
Lawrence,  Hon.  Abbott, 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan, 
Townsend,  Mary  P., 

The  interest  of  these  donations,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
the  Townsend  Fund  (which  is  invested  in  a  mortgage  at  six  per 
cent);  has  been  paid  in  gold,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per 
annum. 


DONORS. 

Vol*. 

Pam. 

Abbott,  Ezra,  Cambridge, 

1 

Albany  Young  Men's  Association, 

1 

Allen,  Joseph  H., 

4 

American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 

1 

American  Board  of  Conmilssioners  for  Foreign 

Missions, 

5 

14 

American  Education  Society, 

1 

American  Freedman's  Aid  Commission, 

2 

American  Peace  Society, 

2 

American  Phonic  Association, 

7 

14 

American  Tract  Society, 

8 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

2 

Ann  Arbor.    University  of  Michigan, 

1 

Anonymous.     A  Friend, 

1 

Anonymous.     A  Lawyer, 

2 

Anonymous. 

6  papers. 

9 
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k' 
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DONOBS. 

VOLI. 

Pam. 

Atwood,  Charles, 

1 

Baker,  N.  B.,  Adjutant  General,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 

2 

Balfour,  David  M., 

3 

14 

Barnard,  James  M.,  Esq.,                           10  engravings. 

97 

234 

Barnes,  William, 

1 

Bates,  Samuel  P.,  Harrisburg,  Pa., 

1 

Bigelow,  Hon.  John  P., 

37 

Bigelow,  The  Misses,  Maiden, 

77 

38 

Black,  James,  Lancaster,  Pa.,                      2  broadsides. 

17 

31 

Blatchford,  E.  S.,  New  York, 

1 

Bogart,  W.  H.,  Albany, 

1 

Boole,  F.  I.  A.,  City  Inspector,  N.  Y., 

1 

Boston,  City  of, 

17 

1 

Boston.    The  Webster  Vase.    See  Appendix  CC. 

Boston  Athenseum, 

5 

Boston  Board  of  Trade, 

1 

Boston  Freedman's  Aid  Society,  by  J.  R.  Thayer, 

1 

9 

Boston  Gas  Light  Company, 

4 

Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

1 

Boston  Provident  Association, 

2 

Bowditch,  H.  L,  M.D.,                                          1  paper. 

7 

124 

Bowditch,  J.  Ingersoll, 

20 

Bowen,  Henry, 

1 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  Davis,          2  papers,  3  broadsides. 

3 

8 

Brinley,  George,  Hartford,  Ct., 

1 

Brooklyn,  Long  Island.     Historical  Society, 

1 

Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

1 

Brown,  Francis  H.,  M.D., 

1 

Brown,  J.  Coffin  Jones, 

6 

4 

BujQTalo  Young  Men's  Association, 

1 

Bugbee,  J.  M.,  Esq., 

2 

Bullock,  His  Excellency  A.  H., 

3 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association, 

Bomham,  T.  0.  H.  P., 

8 

Burroughs,  Rev.  Henry,  Jr., 

142 

Butler,  Peter, 

California.     Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Califomia,  College  of. 

1 

Cambridge.     Harvard  College, 

4 

Capen,  John, 

1 

Chaney,  Prof.  Henry,  Detroit,  Mich., 

1 

Chapman,  Mary  Gray, 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 

1 

Christem,  F.  W.,  New  York, 

11 

14 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.    Mechanics'  Institute, 

1 

8 
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Cincinnati  Young  Men's  Library  Association, 

Clapp,  Derastus, 

Clark,  Henry,  Poultney,  Vt., 

Clinch,  Rev.  J.  H., 

Coolidge,  D.  H., 

Cornell,  W.  M.,  M.D.,  Philadelphia, 

Cotting,  B.  E.,  M.D.,  Roxbury, 

Coxe,  Brinton,  Philadelphia, 

Curtin,  Daniel  S., 

Curtis,  Mrs.  C.  P., 

Cutter,  Charles  A.,  Cambridge, 

Cutter,  Mrs.  Charles  A.,  Cambridge, 

Dana,  Richard  H.,  Jr., 

Dean,  John,  M.D., 

Dean,  J.  W., 

Delafield,  Gen.  Richard,  U.  S.  Engineers, 

Dennett,  Wm.  H., 

Derby,  Haskett,  M.D., 

DivoU,  Ira,  St.  Louis, 

Dixon,  B.  Homer,  Toronto, 

Dorr,  E.  Ritchie, 

Eaton,  J.  B.,  Executor  of  Lydia  S.  Gale, 

Edinburgh.     Royal  Society, 

Edwards,  Henry, 

Ellis,  Charles  M., 

Everett,  William, 

Fay,  Hon.  Theodore  S., 

Field,  Rev.  C, 

Fitchburg.   Town  Library, 

Foley,  William  J., 

Ford,  William  E., 

Foster,  Wm.  H.,  Andover, 

Francis,  James  B., 

Garfield,  Hon.  J.  W., 

Goldsmith,  Seth,  Charlestown, 

Gould,  Benjamin  A.,  Cambridge, 

Gray,  Miss  Isa, 

Great  Britain.    Commissioners  of  Patents, 

Great  Britain.    Royal  Observatory, 

Green,  S.  A.,  M.D., 

Greenough,  W.  W., 

Hale,  Rev.  Edward  E., 

Hall,  Charles  B., 

Hall,  W.  W.,  M.D.,  New  York, 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Listitute, 


1  map. 
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1 
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3 
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DONORS. 

YOLl. 

Fau. 

HiU,  Hamilton  A., 

4 

Humphrey,  Henry  B., 

2 

Hunt,  Richard  M.,  New  York, 

1 

Jarves,  Deming, 

1 

Jarvis,  Edward,  M.D., 

1 

9 

Jillson,  Prof.  William  E., 

1 

Keep,  N.  C,  M.D., 

1 

Eempel,  Fritz, 

1 

KimbaU,  H.  H., 

28 

Kirk,  Rev.  E.  N.,  D.D., 

2 

Kreissman,  Augnnt, 

1 

Lang  worthy.  Rev.  I.  P., 

10 

6 

Lawrence,  Abbott, 

15 

Lee,  Henry,  Jr., 

1 

Lewis,  Winslow,  M.D., 

5 

Lincoln,  His  Honor  F.  W.,  Jr., 

1 

Lincoln,  Henry  W., 

1 

London.    Royal  Astronomical  Society, 

2 

London.    Royal  Geographical  Society, 

3 

London.    Royal  Society, 

1 

London.    Peace  Society, 

3 

London  Library,  by  Robert  Harrison, 

1 

Loring,  James  S.,  Brooklyn, 

22 

25 

Lowell,  City  of, 

1 

Lowell  City  Library, 

1 

McDougall,  Hon.  William,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

13 

8 

Maine  Gren'l  Conference,  E.  F.  Duren,  Rec. 

Secretary, 

1 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Free  Library, 

1 

March,  Andrew  S., 

1 

Massachusetts,  State  of. 

78 

8 

Massachusetts  State  Library, 

1 

Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society, 

184  papers. 

138 

359 

Massachusetts  Bible  Society, 

1 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 

1 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society, 

1 

Massachusetts  Temperance  Society,  by  J.  S 

.  Warren, 

2 

May,  Miss  Abby  W.,                            15  papers,  8  slips. 

3 

12 

Meigs,  M.  C,  Quarter-Master  General  tJ.  S, 

1   ^^'9 

3 

1 

Meredith,  E.  A.,  by  H.  J.  Morgan, 

5 

Merriam,  J.  W.,  M.D., 

19 

182 

Merrill,  George, 

5 

Middlebury  College,  Vt., 

1 

Milwaukee  Younfy  Men*«*  A.ssociation, 

1 

Moore,  Charles  W., 

2 

Morgan,  Albert, 

2 
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DONORS. 


Fax. 


7  papers. 


Morgan,  Henry  J.,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

Mumford,  S.  R.,  Detroit, 

Munsell,  Joel,  Albany, 

Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  France, 

New  Bedford  Public  Library, 

New  England  Loyal  Publication  Society,  59  broadsides. 

New  Haven.     Collegiate  and  Commercial  Institute, 

New  Haven.    Yale  College, 

New  York.     Chamber  of  Commerce,  J.  A.  Stevens,  Jr., 

Secretary, 
New  York.     Columbia  College, 
New  York.     Loyal  Publication  Society, 
New  York.     Mercantile  Library  Association, 
New  York.     Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  Albany, 
Nichols,  Major  W.,  Jr.,  M.D.,    Coll.  of  "  Confederate  " 

hospital  blanks,  etc., 
Norton,  Charles  E., 
Nourse  &  Rand, 

Ohio,  State  of,  2  broadsides. 

Owen,  Hon.  Robert  Dale, 
Parker,  Henry  Take,  London,  England, 
Parker,  Nathan  H., 
Patterson,  Gren.  Robert, 
Pease,  Rev.  Giles, 

Perry,  Rev.  Wm.  S.,  Litchfield,  Conn., 
Phelps,  Abner,  M.D.,  portfolio  of  MS. 

Philadelphia.     American  Philosophical  Society, 
Philadelphia.     Entomological  Society,  1  paper. 

Philadelphia.     Library  Company, 
Philadelphia.     Mercantile  Library  Association, 
Phillips,  H.  J.,  M.D.,  New  York, 

Pickston,  William,  Manchester,  Eng.,  by  D.  L.  Webster, 
Pike,  J.  G.  W.,  M.D., 
Portland,  First  Parish, 
Providence,  City  of. 
Providence.     Athenaeum, 
Providence.     Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
Punchard,  George,  68  papers. 

Quincy,  Miss  Eliza  S., 
Rand  &  Avery, 

Randall,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  G.  M.,  Colorado, 
Rankin,  Rev.  J.  E.,  Charlestown, 
Ranney,  Thomas,  Newton, 
Ray,  Georgiana  A., 


2 
2 


1 
1 
2 
1 


2 
2 

1 
1 
3 


1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


1 
1 


16 
1 


5 
6 
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429 

44 
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Redpath,  James, 

Reynolds,  Edward,  M.D., 

Rhode  Island,  State  of,  by  Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

Rice,  Hon.  Alexander  H.,  M.C., 

Richardson.  James  B., 

Robbins,  Rev.  Chandler,  D.D., 

Rogers,  Henry  B.,  1  circular. 

Russell,  Hon.  C.  T., 

Salem.     E^sex  Institute, 

Salter,  Richard  H.,  M.D., 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Lib.  Assoc,  by  D.  E.  Webb, 

San  Francisco  Odd  Fellows  Library  Association, 

Sargent,  Rev.  John  T.,  3  cuttings. 

Sargent,  L.  M., 

Savage,  Edward  H., 

Schanffler,  Ferdinand  S., 

Schouler,  Adjutant  General  William, 

Sears,  Hon.  Philip  H., 

Seward,  Hon.  William  H., 

Shaw,  Benjamin  S.,  M.D., 

Sherwin,  Thomas, 

Shippen,  Edward,  Exec'r  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Gibson,  of  Phila., 

Siblev,  J.  Langdon,  Cambridge, 

Slack,  C.  W., 

Smith,  Charles  C, 

Smith  Brothers, 

Smith,  F.  W., 

Smith,  G.  P., 

Smith,  Samuel,  Worcester,  City  Clerk, 

Smith,  W.  Dexter,  Jr.,  22  pages  of  music. 

Snelling,  George  H., 

Snow,  Edwin  M.,  M.D.,  Providence,  R.I., 

South  Danvers.     Peabody  Institute, 

Spencer,  William  V., 

Springfield  Library  Association, 

Stevens,  Benjamin  S., 

Stevenson,  Miss  M.  C,  Brookline, 

Stimpson,  F.  H., 

Stone,  Rev.  A.  L.,  D.  D., 

Stone,  General  Charles,  Cambridge, 

Storer,  Frank  H., 

Storer,  II.  R.,  M.D., 

Sullivan,  Dennis, 

Sullivan,  Richard, 

Sumner,  Hon.  Charles,  25  papers. 


47 

13 

2 

1 

2 

2 

22 


7 
2 
2 


1 
1 
1 
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6 
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2 
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1 
6 
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9 
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7 
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255 
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6 
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4 
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3 
15 


25 
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DONORS. 
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Sunderland,  Dr.  La  Roy, 

Swett,  Samuel , 

Tarbox,  Rev.  I.  N., 

Taylor,  S.  H.,  LL.D.,  Andover, 

Terwilliger,  James,  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  Albany, 

Thayer,  Alex.  W.,  Consul  at  Trieste, 

Ticknor,  George,  68  papers. 

Tobey,  Hon.  E.  S., 

Toner,  Dr.  J.  M.,  Washington,  D.C., 

Townsend,  S.  D.,  M.D.,  89  papers. 

Tracy,  Rev.  Joseph, 

Twining,  T.,Perryn  House,  Twickenham,  Eng.,  1  paper. 

United  States.    Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Coast  Survey,  A.   D.   Bache,   Super- 

.  1  map. 

Congress, 

Department  of  State, 

Department  of  the  Post-Offlce, 

Engineer  Department,  7  maps. 

Library  of  Congress, 

Navy  Department,  2  lithographs. 

Naval  Observatory, 

Surgeon  General  J.  K.  Barnes, 
United  States  Christian  Commission, 
United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  Historical  Bureau, 
J.  M.  Blatchford,  Gen.  Sec,  14  papers. 

Upham,  Hon.  Charles  W.,  Salem, 
Upham,  J.  Baxter,  M.D., 
Venice.     Istituto  Veneto, 
Vienna  Imperial  Geological  Institute, 
Vinton,  Frederic,  Washington, 
Vose,  George  L., 
Walther,  G.  J., 
Ward,  Rev.  James  W., 
Warner,  Edward, 
Warren,  Rev.  Israel  P., 
Warren,  J.  Mason,  M.D., 
Warren,  J.  Sullivan, 
Washburn,  Hon.  Emery, 
Washington.     Smithsonian  Institution, 
Weiss,  Rev.  John,  Watertown, 
Wells,  Rev.  E.  M.  P.,  D.D., 
Whipple,  Charles  K., 
Whitney,  Rev.  Frederick  A.,  Brighton, 


United  States. 
United  States. 

intendent. 
United  States. 
United  States. 
United  States. 
United  States. 
United  States. 
United  States. 
United  States. 
United  States. 


1 
2 

7 

12 

1 


1 
1 


4 
3 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
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1 
82 
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1 

28 
2 
5 
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59 


4 
14 
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30 


78 
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10 
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22 
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42 
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Fak. 


Whitney,  Henry  Austin, 

Wiffen,  B.  B.,  near  Wobom,  Bedfordshire,  England, 

2  pages  and  2  circolars. 
Wiggin,  J.  K., 
Wightman,  Hon.  Jos.  M., 
Wilder,  Burt  G., 
Williams,  J.  D.  W.,  Boxbury, 
Williams,  Dr.  Lewis, 
Wilson,  Hon.  Henry, 

Winthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C,  1  broadside. 

Wood,  Rev.  Horatio,  Lowell, 
Wood,  Wm.,  &  Co., 

Worcester.    American  Antiquarian  Society, 
Worcester  Free  Library, 
Worthington  fr  Flanders, 
Wright,  EUzur, 
Wyman,  Jefifries,  M.D.,  Cambridge, 


8 

1 

3 

1 

40 

1 

25 

47 


1 
2 


2 

2 

1 
156 
1 
1 
2 
1 

2 

12 
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Abbott,  William 

American  Messenger 

Boston  Courier 

Cultivator 

Daily  Advertiser 773 

866 

126 

6 


u 


44 


44 


2  papers. 
1  paper. 
96  papers. 
6 


44 


Daily  Journal 

Evening  Traveller 

Herald  .... 

Investigator 

Medical  Journal  . 

Liberator      .... 

PQot 

Recorder      .... 
Bradford,  G-eo.,  Charlestown    . 
Bunker  Hill  Aurora,  W.  W.  Wheildon 
Charlestown  Advertiser    . 

Christian  Era 

Liquirer,  N.Y., 


44 


44 


4( 


44 


44 


44 


44 


The  File. 
2  papers. 
7 
62 
2 
2 
2 
2 
The  File, 
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Christian  Register The  File  and  2  papers. 

"        Watchman  and  Reflector  ....  3       " 

'•        Witness *      .  2      " 

Commercial  Bulletin 1       " 

Conmionwealth The  File  and  1  paper. 

Congregationalist 42  papers. 

Daily  Evening  Voice 6      *' 

Evening  Commercial The  File. 

Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine        .         .         .         .  The  File. 

Hawthorne,  S.  T 7  papers. 

Herald  of  Health The  FUe. 

Jillson,  Prof.  Wm.  E 6  papers. 

Masonic  Monthly The  File. 

Massachusetts  Plowman  .        .        .        .        .        .10  papers. 

Mobile  Daily  Times File  in  part. 

Musical  Times The  File. 

Nation,  N.  Y The  File. 

Nation,  Boston         .......  1  paper. 

New  England  Farmer .64  papers. 

New  York  Social  Science  Review      ....  1  number. 

Palmer,  F.  H.,  Supt.  Merchants'  Ex.  News  Room     .  172  papers. 

Saturday  Evening  Express       .         .         .     The  File  and  1  paper.. 

Saturday  Evening  Gazette 4  papers. 

Student  and  Schoolmate,  Jos.  H.  Allen    .        .        .  The  File. 

Sunday  Times The  FUe. 

Tract  Journal 1  paper. 

Universalist 2  papers. 

Waverley  Magazine,  Moses  A.  Dow         ...  2  journals. 

Wide  World     . 5  papers. 

Woonsocket  Patriot 2       *' 

World's  Crisis 2       " 

Zion's  Herald 8      " 


[BB] 


AGREEMENT 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  on  the  11th  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-six,  by  and  between  the  City  of  Boston,  party  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Deacons  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  said  Boston, 
for  themselves  and  their  successors  in  ofiSce,  party  of  the  second 
part,  witnesseth,  that  it  is  understood  and  agreed  by  and  between 
said  party  of  the  first  part  and  said  party  of  the  second  part  as 
follows,  namely: 

1.  The  said  Deacons  will  deposit  in  the  Public  Library  of 
said  City,  all  the  books,  pamphlets,  maps,  printed  papers,  and 
manuscripts  now  in  their  possession,  which  were  bequeathed  to 
said  Old  South  Church  by  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  by  will  dated 
October  2,  1758,  and  proved  Nov.  3,  1758;  the  same  being 
known  as  the  Prince  Library. 

2.  Said  Prince  Library  shall  be  kept  by  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part,  in  the  Public  Library  building  of  said  City,  by  itself, 
and  no  book  or  paper  belongmg  to  it  shall  be  permitted  to  be 
taken  from  said  building,  except  for  the  purpose  of  being  bound 
or  otherwise  repaired. 

3.  Said  party  of  the  first  part  shall,  through  the  Trustees  of 
said  Public  Library,  put  said  Prince  Library  in  good  order,  and 
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keep  it  so ;  and  shall  cause  a  separate  catalogue  of  said  Prince 
Library  to  be  prepared  and  printed,  keeping  an  account  of  the 
expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  putting  said  Library  in  order 
and  keeping  it  so,  and  in  preparing  and  printing  said  cata- 
logue. 

4.  So  long  as  said  Prince  Library  shall  remain  in  said  build- 
ing, it  shall  be  accessible  for  reference  and  use  in  the  same 
way  with  the  other  books  of  said  Public  Library  which  are 
excluded  from  circulation,  and  from  use,  except  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Library  building. 

5.  Clergymen  and  literary  men  residing  out  of  Boston, 
known  to  the  Superintendent  of  said  Public  Library,  or  bringing 
a  note  of  introduction  from  a  pastor  or  deacon  of  the  Old  South 
Church,  shall  be  permitted  to  consult  said  Prince  Library,  and 
use  the  same,  in  the  Public  Library  building,  under  the  super- 
vision of  said  Superintendent. 

6.  Said  party  of  the  fiist  part  shall  return  and  restore  said 
Prince  Library  to  said  party  of  the  second  part,  whenever  duly 
demanded  by  said  deacons  or  their  successors,  acting  under  the 
direction  of  said  Old  South  Church,  said  deacons  or  their  suc- 
cessors first  paying  to  said  City  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  on 
account  of  said  Library,  as  in  Article  3,  before  written.  But 
such  expenses  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars.  And  said  deacons  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  interest 
upon  the  amount  of  such  expenses. 

7.  Said  City  shall,  by  the  Trustees  of  said  Public  Library, 
acknowledge  to  said  deacons,  in  writing,  the  receipt  of  said 
Prince  Library,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  deposited  in  the 
Public  Library  building. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  City  of  Boston,  by  Frederic  W. 
Lincoln,  Jr.,  its  Mayor,  who  is  duly  authorized  to  execute  these 
presents  by  the  City  Council  of  said  City,  and  the  said  Deacons 
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of  the  Old  South  Church,  have  hereto  set  their  hands  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 


United  BtatM 

GoT«nim«nt 

sump. 


CHARLES  STODDARD,' 
LORING  LOTHROP,    [ 
AVERY  PLUMER, 


DeoAxma 

of  the 

Old  South  Church. 


CITY   OF  BOSTON, 

By  F.  W.  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Mayor. 


Witness, 

Geo.  Ticknob, 
C.  C.  Jewett. 

I  approve  and  assent  to  the  above  agreement, 

CHESTER  I.  REED, 

Attorney  General  of  Massachusetts. 


[00] 

Boston,  16th  March,  1865. 

To  F.  W.  LmooLN,  Jr.,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Sm:  In  the  year  1835,  a  sUver  vase  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Webster  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  who  were  desirous  to  oflFer 
that  great  statesman  some  enduring  testimonial  of  their  grati- 
tude for  his  public  services,  and  especially  for  the  unsurpassed 
combination  of  logic  and  eloquence  with  which  he  had  recently 
defended  the  Constitution  against  the  assaults  of  nullification. 

The  value  of  the  oflFering  was  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
procured  by  a  subscription  limited  to  one  dollar  from  each 
person  subscribing.  It  was  an  expression  of  the  heartfelt 
gratitude  of  the  people  to  the  great  statesman  who  had  so 
clearly  and  powerfiiUy  expounded  the  Constitution,  and  educed 
from  it  those  principles  of  government  which,  by  strengthening 
the  bands  of  the  Union,  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  vase  —  a  beautifiil  work  of  art,  reflecting  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  taste  of  the  designer  and  the  skill  of  the  manu- 
facturer —  bears  on  its  front  this  inscription : 

TO 

DANIEL    WEBSTER, 

THB 

DEFENDER  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION 

OF    THE 

UNITED    STATES, 
FROM    THE    CITIZENS    OF    BOSTON, 

OCTOBER    12,    1836. 
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The  ceremony  of  presentation  took  place  at  the  Odeon,  in  the 
presence  of  more  than  three  thousand  persons.  The  late  Mr. 
Francis  Galley  Gray,  a  man  held  in  honored  remembrance  by 
his  friends  for  his  remarkable  abilities  and  his  still  more  remark- 
able attainments,  on  the  behalf  of  the  subscribers  addressed  Mr. 
Webster  in  a  speech  worthy  of  the  occasion ;  and  Mr.  Webster's 
reply  is  one  of  the  happiest  and  most  characteristic  eflForts  of 
one  who  was  generally  more  at  home  on  the  field  of  debate  than 
npon  the  rhetorical  parade  ground. 

THE  WEB8TEB   VASE 

* 

has  become  the  property  of  the  subscribers,  who  beg  leave  to 
present  it  to  the  City  of  Boston,  with  a  request  that  it  may  be 
kept  in  the  Hall  of  the  Public  Library  —  a  place  of  deposit 
combining  security  with  the  largest  opportunity  for  inspection. 
We  wish  that  it  may  forever  remain  in  some  spot  where  it  may 
be  freely  seen  by  such  of  the  subscribers  to  its  purchase  as  are 
still  living,  and  by  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  those  who, 
like  Mr.  Webster  himself,  have  passed  away  from  earth.  Our 
satisfaction  in  making  this  disposition  of  the  vase  would  be  in- 
creased if  we  could  believe  that  the  sight  of  this 

TESTIMONIAL  OF   A  PEOPLE'S  OBATITUDE 

would  lead  the  young  men  who  have  come  into  active  life  since 
Mr.  Webster's  death  to  a  more  careful  study  of  his  immortal 
writings,  and  inspire  them  with  a  more  earnest  purpose  to  imi- 
tate his  generous  and  comprehensive  patriotism. 

We  have  only  to  add  that  this  disposition  of  the  vase  is  in 
conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  late  Col.  Fletcher  Webster, 
and  of  his  son,  Mr.  Ashburton  Webster,  a  young  gentleman  now 
in  the  Naval  Academy  at  Newport,  upon  whom,  in  default  of 
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such  disposition,  the  vase  would  have  devolved  by  the  provisions 
of  his  grandfather's  wilL 


George  W.  Lyman, 
Nathaniel  Thayer, 
Albert  Fearing, 
Franklin  Haven, 
Josiah  CaldweU, 
Francis  Bacon, 
William  W.  Greenoogh, 
William  Thomas, 
F.  M.  Weld, 
Heniy  J.  Gardner, 
Frederick  O.  Prince, 
Leverett  SaltonstaU, 
Thomas  W.  Fierce, 


Francis  Skinner, 
Isaac  Thacher, 
J.  P.  Healey, 
WiUiam  Gray, 
G.  S.  Hillard, 
Josiah  BardweU, 
Edmnnd  F.  Cntter, 
George  Eaton, 
H.  K.  Horton, 
George  B.  Hyde, 
Samuel  Appleton, 
H.  W.  Paine, 
Peter  Harvey, 


Joseph  S.  Fay, 
S.  T.  Dana, 
George  Gardner, 
Benjamin  £.  Bates, 
George  W.  Pratt, 
W.  Amory, 
E.  D.  Jordan, 
Theophilns  W.  Walker, 
George  Bond  Jones, 
H.  D.  Parker, 
A.  Tncker, 
P.  Adams  Ames, 
Peter  Butler. 


LDD] 

George  Ticenob,  Esq., 

Ohairnuin  of  the  Examining  CammiUee. 

Deab  Sm :  I  deemed  it  right  to  make  a  short  statement  in  the 
Daily  Advertiser  of  my  views  upon  the  subject  of  keeping  the 
periodicals  of  the  Reading  Room,  each  in  an  assigned  place, 
accessible  to  the  public  only  on  due  application.  I  learn  that 
the  Examining  Committee  may  have  the  subject  before  them,  and 
should  like  to  restate  my  views,  for  such  consideration  as  the 
Committee  may  choose  to  bestow  on  them. 

My  strongest  wish  in  this  matter  is  to  secure  the  public  good, 
but  this  makes  no*  demand  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the 
Library.  Quiet  demeanor  should  be  claimed  from  all  visitors,  in 
a  public  reading-room,  and  its  papers  and  periodicals  should  be 
always  at  hand,  in  good  condition.  Here  I  rest  my  conviction 
in  favor  of  the  present  arrangement  of  periodicals.  Spreading 
the  periodicals  upon  the  tables,  I  say  with  emphasis,  was  the 
cause  of  much  disquiet.  An  alphabetical  arrangement  was 
attempted,  but  every  new  comer  broke  into  this,  and  of  necessity, 
any  one  in  quest  of  a  particular  paper  walked  up  and  down  the 
room  to  find  it  If  it  was  barricaded  by  readers,  he  must  disturb 
them;  if  hidden,  stolen,  mutilated  in  any  essential  part,  or  not 
received,  his  noisy  search,  no  less  his  time  misspent,  he  must 
leave  the  room  dissatisfied,  perhaps  in  ill  humor. 

On  the  present  system,  in  silence,  he  writes  the  number  of  the 
paper,  receives  it  without  delay  if  in,  or  information  concerning  it 
if  it  is  not  in,  and  quietly  seats  himself  to  read,  or  selects  other 
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numbers,  until  all  his  wishes  are  met.  Moreover,  a  file  of  back 
numbers,  forming  an  incomplete  volume,  is  equally  accessible,  a 
clear  gain  in  favor  of  the  present  system,  for  he  is  saved  an 
annoying,  and  perhaps  fruitless  delay,  while  the  attendant  leaves 
the  room  to  find  it.  Spreading  the  periodicals  on  the  tables  in- 
vited from  the  delivery  room  a  floating  crowd,  having  anything 
but  a  quiet  bearing,  many  of  whom  the  rules  fairly  excluded  from 
the  room ;  and  this  caused  no  less  annoyance  in  the  circulating 
department,  for  the  parties  thus  trespassing  were  neglecting  the 
business  for  which  they  came,  heedless  of  the  repeated  calls  of 
the  attendant,  and  subjecting  the  Library  to  the  chance  of  losing 
a  book,  which,  under  such  circumstances,  could  easily  be  appro- 
priated by  others.  Thus^  I  hold,  the  old  system  subjected  the 
reader  to  various  inconveniences,  such  as  disquiet,  disorder  in 
the  arrangements,  annoying  and  fruitless  search,  delay,  &c., 
which  the  present  system  entirely  obviates,  and  the  question 
presented  for  consideration  is  simply  one  of  administration,  and 
the  present  method  is  shown  to  accord  with  the  fitness  of  things. 

In  addition  to  this,  stealing,  mutilating,  unnecessary,  wear  and 
tear,  rendering  current  volumes  of  periodicals  unfit  to  bind,  were 
almost  exclusively  incidental  to  the  system  abandoned,  and  give 
force  to  the  argument  in  fiivor  of  the  new ;  but  if  the  facts  above 
stated  were  different,  if  the  old  system  secured  quiet  demeanor 
and  good  arrangement,  I  would  not  abandon  it  merely  on  account 
of  incidental  defects,  from  whatever  cause,  in  the  periodicals, 
and,  for  this  reason,  I  do  not  dwell  upon  the  subject  of  theft, 
mutilation,  and  defect,  even  though  it  be  of  grave  moment 

K  I  am  right,  it  would  seem  very  strange  if,  in  numbers  to 
attract  notice,  the  public  ceased  to  be  drawn  to  the  Beading 
Boom.  But  I  assure  you,  sir,  this  is  not  the  case.  Attendance 
in  the  Beading  Boom  varies  with  seasons  of  the  year  and  hours 
of  the  day.  Allow  me  to  select  these,  and  I  will  agree  to  make 
out  a  stronger  statement  against  the  administration  than  any  yet 
presented  in  the  public  prints.    On  such  manifestly  unjust  selec- 
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tioD  onlj  can  their  criticism  be  sustained.  It  is  not  in  conform- 
ity with  the  fact.  Day  by  day,  periodical  with  periodical,  the 
Beading  Boom  was  never  more  than  now  a  popular  place  of 
resort  by  those  who  appreciate  its  treasures  and  make  a  good 
and  noble  use  of  them ;  for  the  idler,  the  lounger,  and  the  man 
without  a  purpose,  it  may  have  been.  So  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  men  do  not  deny  themselves  a  great  good  and  great  enjoy- 
ment from  unwillingness  to  take  the  trouble  of  asking  for  it. 

I  may  properly  add  that  the  expense  of  administering  the 
Beading  Boom  on  the  present  system  is  the  same  as  under 
the  old.  One  attendant  only  is  required  day  and  night ;  while 
the  gain  incidental  to  safe  keeping  and  preservation  is  quite 
largd. 

Moreover,  I  am  strengthened  in  my  position  bj  inquiries  made 
of  persons  of  good  judgment,  who  constantly  resort  to  the  Boom 
for  the  benefit  it  confers.  The  uniform  answer  is  in  favor  of 
the  present  method.  They  regard  it  as  a  public  convenience, 
and  are  earnest  in  their  wish  to  have  it  retained. 

With  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  CAPEN. 


PtJBUC  LlBRABT  BbaDINO  BoOH, 

Boston,  Oct  15th,  1866. 
Mb.  Custodian: 

You  only  ask  if  I  will  note  down  my  views  as  to  the  new 
arrangement  here.  I  do  so  cheerfully;  and  they  unll  be  my 
views,  I  having  read  or  heard  no  other. 

Upon  my  experience  in  occasional  visits  here  for  a  somewhat 
wide  though  special  research,  both  before  and  since  the  change, 
I  can  say,  that  now  I  quickly  find  what  I  want,  or  else  why  it 

10 
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cannot  be  had,  whether  as  not  yet  arrived  from  the  publiBhers, 
or  already  in  the  bands  of  another  reader.  In  order  to  do  this, 
one  need  not,  as  heretofore,  expeditionize  about  the  room  and 
tables,  to  the  annoyance  of  many  readers  and  one's  self,  besides 
being,  after  all,  perhaps,  left  in  doubt.  But  now  one,  upon 
enterii^,  finds  everywhere  the  full  lists  and  directions,  with 
pencils  and  slips  of  paper  always  ready ;  he  on  a  slip  notes 
from  among  the  hundreds  of  various  periodicals  named  in  the 
lists,  simply  the  list  number  opposite  the  one  he  wants,  with  the 
briefest  hint  of  the  particular  issue  that  he  wants,  by  its  number 
or  date,  marks  his  own  name,  street  and  number,  then  pushes 
forward  upon  the  counter  the  so  inscribed  paper,  without  saying 
a  word  (unless,  as  in  case  of  a  much  called  for  work,  he  chooses, 
before  writing  merely  his  "  name  and  residence,"  to  whisper,  for 
example,  the  "  Atlantic  for  October  "),  when  forthwith  is  given  to 
him  either  the  exact  thing  he  wants,  or  the  exact  reason  why  it 
cannot  be  had.  This  is  done  by  the  ever  ready  attendant  dis- 
pensing from  within  what  I  may  call  the  cornucopia  beneath  the 
sublime  presence  of  Columbus  discovering  a  new  world. 

Since  each  borrower,  by  leaving  his  name,  is  so  inspired  with 

a  responsible  care  in  using  the  periodicals,  I  have  not  found,  as 

I  before  did  repeatedly,  that  they  were  badly  soiled,  defaced,  or 

torn,  and  sometimes  actually  spoilt  or  wholly  missing.     And  I 

think  this  better  condition  of  the  whole  is  owing  to  the  better 

usage,  and  not  to  less   perusal;   the  attendance  of  readers 

(my  observation  occurring  mostly  of  evenings)  being,  if  I  mistake 

not,  larger  than  before  the  change,  and  more  entirely  a  studious 

company.     Whether  this  latter  is  due  to  there  being  now  less 

_.  _.L_  j_  e  _,  jjjgj.g^  Qj.  (Q  jjjg  fjj^jj  Qf  ^  central  directory 

ly  informii^  and  doing  for  all  comers  every- 

idiug  itself,  others  can  judge ;    but  to  me  it 

1  idling  and  mischief  have,  in  far  the  largest 

leed,  I  might  almost  say  entirely,  disappeared 

in  addition  to  the  important  fact  that  now, 
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instead  of  all  being  obliged  to  ramble  and  rummage,  none 
are. 

I  also  think  that  under  the  new  arrangement,  these  numerous 
works,  containing,  as  they  do,  a  current  history  of  the  age  in  its 
freshly  recorded  thought  and  discoveries  in  all  principal  depart- 
ments, even  after  the  full  perusal  in  the  Beading  Boom,  are  still 
in  good  condition  for  binding  and  preservation  in  the  Library 
for  future  reference  and  coming  times. 

I  might  add,  without  discommending  any,  that  among  the  long 
established  and  best  reading  rooms  in  Boston  to  which  I  have 
had  access,  containing  like  works  illustrating  the  progress  of 
science,  etc.,  I  usually  prefer  this  of  the  city,  as  the  best  lighted, 
most  spacious  and  conveniently  ordered,  and  abounding  in 
books  of  reference  at  hand ;  and  I  think  I  may  now  fairly  add, 
as  quiet  as  any,  although  by  very  far  the  most  numerously 
attended. 

Upon  the  whole,  so  far  as  I  know  and  am  able  to  judge, 
the  present  arrangement  and  rules  go  far  towards  securing 
the  best  of  management,  on  all  hands,  for  a  truly  public  and 
free  reading  room,  in  reference  not  only  to  safety,  but  to 
the  utmost  practicable  usefulness,  harmony,  and  convenience 
for  all  concerned. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  PLYMPTON. 


Mr.  Capen  : 

My  Dear  Sir, — ^I  concur  with  Mr.  Plympton  in  every  opinion 

expressed  in  his  letter.     And  I  will  add  that  I  had  become  so 

dissatisfied  with  the  sailed,  mutilated,  and  ^  he-scribbled  "  state  of 

r  the  magazines,  for  more  than  a  year  preceding  the  change,  that  I 
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very  seldom  visited  the  room,  but  I  now  r^;ard  the  use  of  it  aa 
a  privilege  and  pleasure  to  be  enjoyed  aa  often  as  possible. 

I  caii  only  express  my  surprise  at  hearing  that  any  reader  has 
found  &ult  with  the  change. 

Youra,  with  true  esteem, 

CHARLES  ATWOOD. 
October  15, 1866. 
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Books 10;681  88 

Catalogaes 5;381  75 

Expense 1,773  30 

Fuel 1,423  50 

Pomiture 1,546  67 

Gas 1,530  50 

Periodicals 1,261  08 

Printing 855  77 
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Stationery 1,208  18 

Transportation           « 214  41 
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FIFTEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF    TB£ 


TRUSTEES  OF  TIE  PUBHC  HBEAEY. 


*■■■ 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  an  Ordinance  concerning 
the  Public  Library,  passed  October  20th,  1863,  the  Trustees 
have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  their  Fifteenth 
Annual 

REPORT: 

The  activity  noticed  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  in  all  branches 
of  the  library  service,  has  continued  without  intermission  during 
the  present  year.  The  amount  of  labor  performed  has  increased, 
and  the  difficult  task  of  insuring  that  each  department  should 
fully  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it,  so  that  none  of  the  interests 
of  the  institution  should  suffer  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  public, 
or  to  the  detriment  of  its  own  operations,  has,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, been  performed.  The  year  of  which  we  have  now  to 
make  report  necessarily  includes  six  months  of  the  term  of  our 
predecessors  in  office,  and  comprises  the  record  of  a  new  organ- 
ization of  the  Board  by  the  City  Council,  as  well  as  of  the 
important  changes  made  by  the  present  Trustees  in  the  economy 
of  the  Library. 

Of  the  large  class  of  facts  relative  to  the  institution  in  which 
the  City  Council  anfl  the  community  have  a  direct  interest,  a 
full  narration  is  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee 
accompanying  this  Report.  This  Committee,  appointed  under 
the  sixth  section  of  the  Ordinance,  consists  of  five  citizens  at 
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large,  with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  as  Chairman. 
The  Committee  for  the  present  year  are  Alfonso  Bowman,  Esq., 
C.  W.  Freeland,  Esq.,  C.  D.  Homans,  M.  D.,  Herman  J.  Warner, 
Esq.,  and  Rev.  R.  C.  Waterston,  with  Justin  Winsor,  Esq., 
as  Chairman.  Their  Report  (Document  A)  will  be  found 
to  contain  ampler  statistics  of  the  circulation  and  use  of  the 
books  and  periodicals  than  have  hitherto  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  institution.  These  statistics  have  been  derived  fi:t)m  the 
new  system  of  circulation,  from  which  such  large  results  were 
hoped  at  the  time  of  the  last  Annual  Report.  The  various 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  deserve  the  carefiil  attention 
of  the  City  Council,  and  will  hereafter  be  made  the  subject  of 
examination  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  (Document  B)  is  also 
appended.  Like  the  document  of  the  Examining  Committee,  it 
will  be  found  full  of  figures  and  facts  to  indicate  the  uses  of  the 
books  and  periodicals.  It  likewise  fulfils  the  requirements  of 
the  third  section  of  the  Ordinance,  that  there  should  be  made 
known  to  the  City  Council,  annually,  "the  condition  of  the 
Library,  the  number  of  books  that  have  been  added  during  the 
past  year,  with  an  account  of  its  receipts  and  expenditures.'* 
The  tables,  classifying  the  books  of  the  Lower  Hall,  giving  the 
number  of  duplicates  upon  its  shelves,  and  showing  the  wear  of 
this  department  of  the  Library  during  nine  years,  will  be  found 
important  by  all  persons  interested  in  lending  libraries. 

On  the  31st  December,  1866,  an  Ordinance  was  passed  by  the 
City  Council,  increasing  the  number  of  the  Trustees,  and  changing 
their  tenure  of  oflSce.  It  doubled  the  representation  from  the 
Common  Council,  and  added  one  to  those  selected  from  the 
citizens  at  large,  making  a  new  Board  to  consist  of  nine  instead 
of  seven  members.  It  also  arranged,  in  conformity  with  the 
management  of  other  city  institutions,  that  the  citizens  elected  at 
large  should  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years,  two  being  chosen 
each  year.  This  measure  was  evidently  designed  to  give  per- 
manency and  character  to  the  Board,  and  to  secure  the  services 
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of  competent  and  reliable  men  in  the  administration  of  this  great 
trust.  It  iS;  indeed,  possible  under  the  Ordinance,  to  elect  five 
new  members  in  the  Board  each  year  —  but  this  probably  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  City  CounciL 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  for  several  years  great  difiiculty 
had  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  power  on  the  part  of 
the  Trustees  to  punish  individuals  abusing  or  destroying  the 
property  of  the  Library.  To  meet  this  emergency,  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  at  its  last  session  a  general  ''Act  for  the  Preservation 
of  Books  and  other  Property  belonging  to  Public  Libraries." 
The  penalties  under  this  law  are  suflSciently  severe.  No  prosecu- 
tions under  it  have  yet  been  necessary,  and  none  may  be  neces- 
sary ;  but  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  every  public  library 
that  its  guardians  should  have  authority  sufficient  to  protect  the 
properly  placed  in  their  charge  for  safe  keeping. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  new  registration  of  the  persons 
using  the  Library,  are  stated  at  length  in  the  Report  of  the  Ex- 
amining Committee  and  of  the  Superintendent.  It  is  only  proper 
to  add  here  that  the  measure  was  adopted  upon  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Board,  after  careful  deliberation.  Already  a  large 
number  of  persons  have  registered,  and  we  have  yet  to  learn  of 
any  one  deserving  and  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  Library,  who  has 
been  excluded  thereby  from  its  privileges.  If  there  be  any  de- 
serving persons,  who  have  no  Mends  or  acquaintances,  and  yet 
are  desirous  to  use  the  books  or  Beading  Room,  let  them  promptly 
make  known  their  necessities  to  the  Trustees.  As  the  Library  is 
intended  for  the  freest  use  of  the  greatest  number  of  people,  who 
ought  to  use  it^  it  is  obvious  that  more  books  can  be  circulated, 
if  they  bj^  so  protected  as  to  go  only  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  will  take  care  of  them,  and  return  them  at  the  proper  time 
to  the  Library. 

It  has  not  been  expected  by  the  Trustees  that  a  new  registra- 
tion, including  a  system  of  reference,  would  relieve  the  Library 
from  all  losses.  Immunity  from  loss  can  only  result  from  actual 
-Mcority  given,  either  from   the  names  of  responsible  persons 
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agreeing  to  make  good  .possible  loss,  or  from  the  actual  money 
deposit  of  the  value  of  the  book  loaned.  But  it  may  fairly  be 
concluded  that  any  system  which  will  tend  to  exclude  notoriously 
dishonest  people  from  the  Library,  will  diminish  the  number  of 
books  lost  or  stolen.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Lower  Hall,  over 
6000  books  Mve  disappeared  from  the  shelves,  either  lost,  stolen, 
or  worn  out.  It  is  probable  that  more  than  one-half  of  these 
were  worn  out,  but  the  proportion  absolutely  lost  through  the 
unfaithfulness  of  borrowers,  it  is  now  impossible  to  fix:  here- 
after it  will  be  exactly  known. 

During  the  year  new  editions  of  the  "  By-Laws  relative  to  the 
Trustees  and  Officers  of  the  Library,"  and  of  the  "  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  use  of  the  Public  Library,"  have  been  printed. 
In  the  first  of  these,  such  alterations  were  made  as  would  adapt 
it  to  the  newly  enlarged  Board.  The  number  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees has  been  increased,  the  duties  of  all  more  exactly  speci- 
fied, and  changes  arranged  in  the  work  committed  to  the  charge 
of  the  various  principal  officers  of  the  institution.  This  has 
been  done  with  a  view  so  to  distribute  labors  and  responsibili- 
ties as  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  the  library  service,  and  to 
render,  so  far  as  .practicable,  the  details  of  administration  har- 
monious and  complete. 

Only  one  important  alteration  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
needs  notice  here.  The  Trustees,  after  observation  of  the  fre- 
quenters  of  the  Library,  desirous  that  its  benefits  should  be  extended 
as  widely  as  possible,  diminished  by  two  years  the  limits  of  the  ages 
of  admission  to  the  Reading  Room  and  to  the  uses  of  the  Library. 
The  results,  so  far,  have  justified  the  change.  A  large  class  ot 
readers  has  been  added,  and  of  an  age  when  a  good  book  makes 
a  more  lasting  and  decided  impression  than  upon  maturer  minds. 
A  book  remaining  unused  and  idle  upon  the  shelf  does  not  fulfil 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  produced,  and  the  largest  use  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  property  must  l)e  the  steady  aim 
in  any  successM  management  of  a  great  public  library. 

Grateful  mention  is  made  in  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent, 
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of  ihe  various  benefactions  to  the  institution.  Among  these, 
special  notice  should  be  given  to  the  busts  of  Mr.  Everett  by 
Thomas  Ball,  presented  by  the  subscribers  to  the  Everett  statue, 
and  to  that  of  Mr.  Motley,  by  Richard  S.  Greenough,  due  to  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Curtis.  The  increasing  number 
of  works  of  art  in  the  library,  has  had  recent  attention  from 
the  Trustees.  No  provision  was  originally  made  in  the  library 
building  for  their  preservation  or  exhibition.  The  room  now 
used  for  their  temporary  deposit  is  utterly  unsuited  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  in  the  changes  consequent  upon  any  future  extension 
or  alteration  of  the  present  edifice,  it  is  hoped  that  such  arrange- 
ments will  be  made,  as  may  secure  an  appropriate  position  for 
the  statuary  and  paintings  now  in  our  possession,  and  shall 
insure  to  future  benefactors  of  works  of  art  the  conditions  which 
shall  enable  the  student  to  proceed  from  the  text-books  on  the 
shelves  of  the  library  to  galleries  illustrating  their  contents,  by 
specimens  of  the  best  works  of  modern  painters  and  sculptors. 

Among  the  conveniences  added  to  the  library  during  the 
year,  the  Indicator  deserves  the  principal  place.  It  appears  to 
have  been  instantly  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  borrow- 
ers of  our  books,  and  has  diminished,  in  a  very  marked  degree, 
the  time  of  waiting  in  the  distributing-room.  Securing  compar- 
ative rapidity  of  delivery,  it  lessens  confusion  at  the  hours  of  the 
greatest  demand  for  books. 

Of  the  other  new  arrangements  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the 
books  by  the  public,  the  most  important  is  the  publication  of  the 
*^ Bulletin"  of  which  one  number  has  been  issued,  and  with 
marked  success.  The  work  owes  its  origin  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  Examining  Committee  of  last  year,  who  felt  the  impor- 
tance of  a  readier  communication  with  readers  than  the  ordi- 
nary processes  of  printing  Catalogues  and  Finding  Lists  would 
permit.  One  can. hereafter  procure,  within  a  reasonable  time, 
and  at  a  trifling  expense,  a  list  of  all  the  new  books  added  to 
both  halls  of  the  Library,  and  the  natural  desire  to  obtain 
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the  last  works  upon  any  given  subject  will  be  readily  grati- 
fied. 

Since  the  first  opening  of  the  Public  Library,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  the  early  reports,  indicating  to  the  public  the  principles 
upon  which  it  would  be  managed,  it  has  gradually  grown  in  the 
general  estimation.  The  hitherto  untried  experiment  of  opening 
its  doors  wide  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  city,  with  the  fewest 
possible  limitations  and  safeguards,  during  fifteen  years  has 
had  a  thorough  trial.  The  percentage  of  losses  has  been  small 
as  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  books  circulated.  It 
has  been  the  aim  of  the  present  Board  still  further  to  extend 
the  privileges  of  the  institution,  due  reference  being  had  to  the 
certain  return  of  the  books  loaned.  It  is,  in  their  judgment,  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  increasing  number  of  books  lost  was 
of  insufficient  consequence,  and  that  no  restrictions  were  neces- 
sary to  prevent  further  losses.  The  very  fact  of  immunity  to 
one  unfaithful  borrower  tempts  others  to  a  like  dishonesty. 
To  set  duch  a  snare  before  the  young  and  thoughtless  would  be 
highly  unjustifiable. 

In  conclusion,  the  Trustees  take  leave  to  commend  the  Library 
anew  to  the  City  Government,  to  whose  continuous  bounty  and 
favor  it  has  been  so  largely  indebted.  It  is  now,  we  suppose, 
in  size  the  second  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  and, 
if  its  past  prosperity  shall  continue,  may  ere  long  be  the  first. 
To  arrive  at  this  result,  it  must  keep  pace  with  the  wants  of  the 
community,  and  be  administered  for  its  benefit. 

WM.  W.  GREENOUGH, 
J.  P.   BIGELOW, 
NATH'L  B.  SHURTLEFF, 
WINSLOW  LEWIS, 
JUSTIN  WINSOR, 
E.  P.  WHIPPLE, 
THOMAS  GAFFIELD, 
WESTON  LEWIS, 

JEREMIAH  L.  NEWTON.  • 
Public  Librabt,  I9th  Nov.^  1867. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMIHEE. 


The  Examining  Committee  appointed  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  for  the  year  1867,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT. 
They  directed  their  attention  to  the 

I.  Building, 

and  learned  that  its  history  shows  the  usual  experience  with 
public  edifices,  of  inconveniences  discovered  in  use  that  had  not 
been  anticipated  in  the  accepted  plans.  It  was  a  condition  of 
Mr.  Bates's  original  gift  that  the  building  should  be  an  archi- 
tectural ornament  to  the  city  —  a  provision  which  Mr.  Everett, 
two  years  before  in  a  letter  to  the  Mayor,  had  feared  might  yet 
be  interposed,  while  in  his  opinion  the  attempt  at  architectural 
display  would  end  in  failure.  Mr.  Bates's  condition  —  whatever 
we  may  think  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  met  —  did  not  of 
course  forbid  any  of  the  requirements  of  fitness,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop,  who  made  the  address  at  the  laying  of  the  comer- 
stone,  believed  that  the  building,  when  completed,  would  be  found 
to  have  few  edifices  of  a  like  character,  to  equal  it  in  practical 
appropriateneds  and  convenience ;  and  the  Trustees  at  that  time 
reported  that  it  would  compare  favorably  with  any  public  build- 
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ing  in  the  world  for  position,  oonvenience  and  adaptation.  When 
tbe  Library  was  dedicated,  it  was  suggested  that  no  disappoint- 
ment  should  be  felt,  if  the  bmlding  should  be  found  deficient  in 
some  details,  and  that  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  alterations 
might  finally  become  necessary.  It  is  not  strange,  perhaps,  that 
the  Commissioners,  in  their  joint  capacity,  did  not  successfully 
guard  against  any  such  future  development,  since  libraries  are 
Tarious  in  character,  and  have  produced  diverse  experiences, 
while  those  who  have  made  their  construction  a  study  are  not  at 
all  agreed  upon  the  prime  necessities  of  their  plan.  Besides,  a 
free  circulating  library  like  this,  and  of  its  destined  magnitude, 
did  not  exist,  whence  the  tests  of  actual  trial  could  be  drawn. 
After  the  building  had  been  occupied  three  or  four  years,  we 
began  to  hear  complaints  of  its  construction  firom  the  Examining 
Committees,  supported  by  those,  who  were  deriving  from  the 
management  of  the  institution,  a  practical  insight  into  its  de- 
fects. 

What  abb  its  Main  Defects  ?  A  want  of  light  in  some  of 
the  alcoves  of  the  Bates  Hall,  of  ventilation  in  the  lower 
story,  and  the  absence  of  working-rooms.  Moreover,  a  mistake 
had  been  made  in  the  height  of  the  alcoves,  since  movable  steps 
are  required  to  reach  the  higher  shelves, — a  fault  too  late, 
probably,  now  to  remedy. 

In  the  matter  of  light,  the  defect  is  often  very  inconvenient. 
The  needless  fluting  of  the  exterior  walls,  devised  to  afford  light 
to  the  Lower  Hall,  and  which  has  not  proved  of  use,  both 
enhanced  the  cost  of  the  edifice,  and  deprived  the  Bates  Hall  of 
valuable  room.  To  reconstruct  the  walls  now,  so  as  to  make  a 
straight  line,  would,  we  are  informed,  cost  an  amount  that  it  is 
hardly  desirable  to  expend  in  view  of  the  future,  if  not  immediate 
necessity,  of  an  additional  building  in  the  rear.  It  is  practica- 
able,  perhaps,  to  cut  through  long,  narrow  loopholes  in  the  outer- 
most parts  of  the  wall^  in  the  two  lower  ranges  of  alcoves  (the 
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upper  range  being  light  enough)  and  the  expense  might  not  be 
disproportioned  to  the  benefit. 

In  regard  to  ventilation,  yoar  Committee  found  the  atmosphere 
of  the  lower  Delivery  Boom  invariably  very  bad,  and  that  of  the 
Beading  Boom  not  so  good  as  it  should  be,  when  many  are  occu- 
pying it,  particularly  in  the  evening,  when  the  gas  is  burning. 
The  matter,  we  learned,  had  often  been  investigated  without  any 
satisfactory  result.  The  only  effectual  remedy  in  the  Delivery 
Boom  would  seem  to  be  the  removal  of  its  present  false^eiling, 
and  even  this  might  not  be  sufficient  without  some  contrivance 
for  £BU)ilitating  the  draught  in  the  flues.  It  is  possible  some  arti- 
ficial appliance  for  this  end  may  work  relief  in  the  Beading 
Boom.    - 

The  need  of  loorking  accommodations  seems  to  your  Committee 
to  be  seriously  felt,  and  the  arguments  for  special  rooms,  in  our 
opinion,  outweigh  those  in  favor  of  using  the  galleries  and 
alcoves,  as  is  now  the  case,  for  work  which,  it  seems  to  us, 
requires  greater  room  and  more  fitting  conveniences,  to  insure 
fitcility  and  accuracy.  All  the  labor  upon  the  newly-received 
books — the  collating,  the  varied  cataloguing,  and  other  work  ot 
preparing  them  for  the  shelves — is  at  present  done  in  so  narrow 
a  space  that  two  persons  can  barely  pass  beside  the  tables ;  and 
the  room  is  very  insufficient  for  assortmg  the  books,  as  may  be 
necessary,  in  making  proper  classifications.  The  crowded  con- 
dition of  this  part  of  the  gallery  causes  more  or  less  confusion, 
and  the  neighboring  shelves  of  books  are  exposed  to  an  increase 
of  dust.  In  the  alcoves  where  binding  and  repairing  to  bindings 
have  been  done  since  1863,  these  last  considerations  seem  more 
valid,  while  the  workmen  are  necessarily  put  to  some  inconven- 
ience in  timing  the  noisy  parts  of  their  trade  to  intervals  when 
the  hall  is  free  from  readers. 

The  large  collection  of  pamphlets  is  kept  in  a  low  and  dark 
apartment  over  the  Delivery  Boom,  and  their  assortment  and 
examination  requires  light  as  well  as  space.    If  the  ceiling  of 
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the  Delivery  Boom,  which  makes  the  floor  of  this  apartment,  is 
removed,  accommodations  will  have  to  be  provided  for  this  col- 
lection elsewhere. 

A  small  room  in  one  of  the  rear  towers  is  now  devoted  to  the 
British  Paient  Specificcuions  and  Reports,  and  its  shelves  can 
receive  but  a  few  volmnes  more  of  a  collection,  which,  through 
the  liberality  of  the  British  Government,  is  constantly  growing. 
It  is  probable  that  space  must  be  gained  by  some  temporary 
expedient,  before  another  room  could  be  furnished,  even  if  an 
enlargement  of  the  present  building  be  deemed  desirable. 

The  records  of  the  institution  in  volumes  and  slips  have  now 
reached  an  inconvenient  bulk,  if  no  regular  place  of  deposit  is 
provided  for  them.  At  present  they  are  necessarily  disposed 
in  various  comers  and  spaces,  and  a  suitable  room  for  their  reg- 
ular arrangement  is  to  be  desired. 

The  collection  of  the  Fine  Arts  now  small,  is  well  begun,  and 
the  time  cannot  be  far  distant,  when  the  hall  at  present  devoted 
to  their  reception  will  be  wholly  inadequate. 

The  Reading  Room  at  times  is  filled  in  every  part,  and  might 
well,  even  now,  be  enlarged. 

The  assistant,  who  has  charge  of  the  monetary  accounts,  is  at 
present  only  provided  for  in  a  much  frequented  passage-way, 
with  extemporized  conveniences  for  the  work. 

There  is  no  apartment  at  present  furnisl^ed  for  the  keeping 
and  showing  of  maps  and  large  sheets  of  plans  or  engravings. 

Some  of  the  higher  range  of  alcoves  in  the  Bates  Hall  are 
now  used  for  storing  sale-duplicates  of  books  and  pamphlets; 
but  the  increase  of  the  Library  is  gaining  upon  those  alcoves, 
and  some  place  of  deposit,  not  now  in  view,  should  be  made 
ready  for  them,  since  a  large  library,  receiving  donations,  must 
always  be  burdened  with  such  duplicates. 

In  the  matter  of  shelving,  a  cursory  examination  of  the  Library 
might  seem  to  show  that  sufficient  room  existed  for  the  accumu- 
lations  of  several  years  to  come.    The  building  was  oalcnlated 
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to  hold  about  200,000  yolumes  in  the  Bates  and  40,000  in  the 
Lower  Hall,  and  it  now  contains  about  136,000  volumes  in 
both,  exclusive  of  some  35,000  pamphlets.  But  the  measure  of 
fiirther  accommodation  in  the  Bates  Hall  is  not  wholly  deter- 
mined by  a  difference  of  some  80,000  or  90,000  volumes. 
Every  large  library,  to  be  useful,  must  be  classified,  and  the 
classifications  must  be  preserved  locally  with  some  degree  of 
distinctness.  Hence  it  is  very  undesirable  to  allow  the  over- 
flowings of  one  department  to  encroach  on  the  neighboring  one, 
which  is  sure  in  time  to  eject  the  intruders,  and  cause  much  con- 
fusion in  the  catalogues.  Accordingly,  though  the  shelves  of  tlie 
Bates  Hall  will  still  accommodate  a  large  accession  of  volumes, 
not  many  thousands  more  can  be  received  without  depai1;ing 
locally  from  the  classifications  so  needful  to  make  a  library  use- 
ful. Already  some  inroads  have  necessarily  been  made  on  a 
strict  system.  The  Parker  collection  had,  by  a  condition  of  the 
gifl,  to  be  kept  together,  and  the  most  eligible  position  for  it 
compelled  the  division  of  the  Fine  Arts  collection,  which  is  thus 
inconveniently  halved  and  put  in  separate  corners  of  the  build- 
ing, and  similar  disturbances  have  been  made  in  the  departments 
of  bibliography  and  literary  history.  Of  course,  the  Library, 
in  accepting  other  equally  extensive  collections,  may  be  obliged 
to  take  them  on  similar  conditions.  Such  could  not,  on  the 
present  shelves,  be  accommodated  without  the  greatest  disturb- 
ance to  the  library's  classifications.  It  seems  very  desirable 
that  a  series  of  independent  rooms  should  be  provided,  of  vari- 
ous sizes  and  suitable  arrangements,  to  relieve  the  present  hall 
of  these  minor  consolidated  collections,  and  not  only  to  lodge, 
but  to  invite  further  accessions  of  a  like  character. 

It  has  been  held  from  the  beginning  that  the  ordinary  annual 
increase  of  the  Library  would  be  about  6,000  volumes ;  and  in  1 854 
it  was  reckoned,  on  this  basis,  that  it  would  contain  in  fourteen 
years  a  hundred  thousand  volumes.  Experience  has  shown  that, 
for  the  ordinary  increase^  the  calculation  was  neai'ly  correct ;  but 
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since,  before  reaxshing  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  we  have  fully 
136,000  volumes,  the  difference  shows  that  there  are  exlraardi' 
nary  accessions,  like  the  Parker  library  and  the  gift  in  books  of 
Mr.  Bates,  which  are  not  calculable.  Two  more  such  windfalls 
now  would  find  the  present  shelving  insuflScient  to  receive  them. 
Your  Committee  then  feel,  that  though  there  may  not  be  pressing 
need  of  shelf-room,  but  a  few  years  can  elapse  before  such  will 
be  the  case ;  and  it  possibly  may  be,  at  any  day. 

What  is  the  Remedy  ?  This  state  of  affairs  induces  your 
Committee  to  suggest  the  occupation  at  some  early  day  of  the 
ground  in  the  rear,  provided  for  such  an  emergency.  They  will 
not  devise  a  plan,  but  leave  that  to  be  determined  by  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  as  understood  by  the  Trustees ;  but,  in  general, 
it  seems  to  be  desirable  that  the  ceiling  of  the  Delivery  Boom  be 
raised  to  the  height  of  the  adjacent  apartments,  and  the  lower 
library  be  moved  back  into  the  proposed  new  structure,  which 
should  contain  also  the  grand  staircase  (removing  the  existing 
one) ;  and  by  this  means  to  secure  ampler  space  in  the  lower 
story  of  the  present  building  for  a  Delivery  Boom,  a  Reading 
Boom,  and  a  Fine  Arts  Boom.  The  new  structure  need  not  be 
costly  from  ornamentation  within,  or  from  exterior  finish,  as  it  is 
chiefly  needed  for  working-rooms,  and  for  supplementary  collec- 
tions. The  present  Bates  Hall  would  still  be  kept  as  the  chief 
architectural  attraction  of  the  library. 

In  case  of  such  enlargement,  it  may  be  deemed  best  to  ex- 
change the  present  defective  mode  of  warming  the  building  for 
the  apparatus  of  steam  or  hot-water  heating.  Your  Committee 
understand,  that  the  furnaces  now  in  use  are  only  kept  in  order 
by  constant  repairs,  and  something  before  long  will  have  to  be 
done  with  them,  if  no  change  in  the  manner  of  heating  is  made. 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  that  any  radical  change  in  the 
Lower  Hall,  by  which  the  shelf-numbers  of  the  books  would  be 
altered,  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  made  before  the  coasolidating  of 
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the  Finding  Lists  now  in  progress  is  effected  in  a  new  printed 
Catalogae  of  that  Hall.  The  same  consideration  will  apply, 
though  not  so  nrgentlj,  to  the  Bates  Hall. 

II.    BOOKS. 

Has  the  Increase  been  Satisfactory  ?    The  number  of  vol- 
umes in  the  Bates  Hall  as  reported,  Aug.  1,  1866,  was  of 

Located  books 96,819 

Prince  Library,  not  then  located      •        •  1,952 


Kjeu.^  ««u^u.vav%^i»               •              • 

•                       •                       •                            -3C,«/W 

Making  a  total  then  of    . 

.       103,726 

Located  1866-67      . 

6,100  vols. 

Not  yet  located 

.       1,678 

Parker  duplicates     • 

186 

Excess  of  duplicates  received 

over 

exchanges    . 

191 

7,155 

Hie  present  number  in  the  Bates  Hall,  110,881 

An  actual  count  might  fall  a  trifle  short  of  this ;  first,  because 
about  one  hundred  volumes  are  missing  from  the  shelves,  either 
lost,  or  charged  to  borrowers  and  not  yet  returned ;  and  second, 
because,  in  re-binding,  two  volumes  have  been  in  some  cases  put 
together  and  now  stand  on  the  shelves  as  one. 

In  the  Lower  Hall  the  shelf-lists  show  that,  including  3,002 
volumes  added  during  the  past  year,  there  have  been  placed  in 
this  collection  from  the  beginning    .         .         .        31,802  vols. 

An  actual  count  the  present  year  gives  .        25,199    << 


6,603    « 
Deduct  transfers  to  Bates  HaU    .        .        .  360    '' 


And  we  have 6,243    « 

which  must  be  understood  to  cover  all  missing  and  worn-out 

books  since  1858  to  the  end  of  the  last  library  year. 
8 
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ommittee  reckon,  then,  for  a  total  enumeration,  not  far 

000  volumes.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Boa- 
:  Library  is  destined  to  become  the  largest  on  this  con- 
lie  it  is  nneqnalled  for  its  accessibility  among  the  great 
lections  of  the  world.    It  is  now,  we  believe,  only  sur- 

to  size,  in  this  country  by  the  Library  of  Congress, 
the  Library  of  the  Smithsonian  Institntion,  and  that  of 
3r  Force,  have  been  joined  to  the  national  collection. 
iilat«,  at  the  British  Mnsenm,  that  40,000  volnmes  will 
lie  of  shelf-room,  which  proportion  would  give  this 
ver  three  miles  of  occupied  shelves, 
collection  of  books,  we  must  add  an  increase  for  the 
,877  pamphleU,  makii^  a  total  of  44,443,  united  to  the 
from  the  beginning.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  how- 
say  from  fomr  to  fire  thousand  of  these,  have  been 
m  the  mass  as  of  sufficient  importance  to  bind  sepa- 

1  are  now  enumerated  as  books.  Moreover,  perhaps  a 
have  been  bound  in  groups,  and  an  equal  number 
1,  for  which  there  has  not  been  received  an  equivalent 

return.  Boughly,  then,  from  this  computation,  the 
ay  be  said  to  contain  about  35,000  pamphlets;  and  the 
I  of  this  sort  the  past  year  hare  been  largely  in  excess 
'evious  year,  owing  to  the  several  thousand  liberally 
'BT  to  the  Library  by  Mr.  William  Everett,  from  the 
of  his  lamented  father. 
]!oinmittee  consider  this  record  of  increase  very  satis- 


HE  BECOBD  OF  DONATIONS  SHOW  OTS  THE  PABT  OF  THB 
SCBTADIED    INTEBEBT   IN   THB   LlBRABT  7        Nearly    One- 

)  collection  of  books,  and  a  vast  preponderance  —  say 
)out  2,000  —  of  its  pamphlets,  have  been  the  gift  of 
rsona  and  institutions,  not  enumerating  anonymons 
id  counting  the  same  source  each  time  that  it  appears 
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on  the  annval  return  of  donors.  This  one-half  is  independent  of 
the  purchases  with  the  interest  of  the  trust-funds,  which  are,  in 
fiwt,  likewise  the  fruit  of  private  munificence.  If  we  add  these 
to  the  casual  presentations,  it  would  show  that  the  vast  majority 
of  our  books  is  the  result  of  other  causes  than  the  City  appro- 
priations. The  average  yearly  number  of  casual  donors  has 
been  about  two  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  the  past  year  there 
were  three  hundred. 

Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  '<  Memoirs  of  Libraries,"  affirms  that 
''casual  donation  is  a  totally  untrustworthy  source  for  the  forma- 
tion of  public  libraries  under  any  circumstances,"  but  we  are 
glad  to  say  the  experience  here  is  quite  the  reverse.  Half, 
indeed,  of  our  total  donations  of  books  have  come  in  large  bulk, 
but  an  accumulation  of  between  30,000  and  40,000  volumes  in 
lesser  gifts,  varying  from  a  single  volume  to  two  thousand,  is  no 
small  benefit  from  casual  responses  to  our  needs.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Edwards,  who  at  the  time  was  librarian  of  the  Manchester  Free 
Library,  so  far  qualifies  his  statement  as  to  say,  ''In  Boston 
there  has  been  precisely  that  co-operation  between  corporate 
functionaries  on  the  one  hand,  and  independent  citizens  on  the 
other,  which  is,  I  think,  to  be  desiderated  here."  Your  Committee 
think  no  other  large  free  library  in  the  world  will  show  so  large 
accessions  fiH>m  casual  donors.  We  have  seen  no  recent  enu- 
meration of  the  British  Museum,  but  of  its  540,000  volumes  in 
1857,  only  218,000  had  been  given.  In  four  of  the  chief  free 
libraries  of  England  established  under  the  Public  Library  Acts, 
ahnost  coincidently  with  this  institution,  their  aggregate  vol- 
umes in  five  years  amounted  to  140,000,  and  of  these  only 
30,000  were  gifts.  In  the  libraries  of  this  country,  that  of 
Harvard  College  is  made  up  to  a  considerable  extent  of  dona- 
tions ;  but  as  a  collection  for  general  use  it  is  greatly  inferior  in 
the  quality  of  its  books  to  ours,  very  deficient  in  recent  and 
current  literature,  and  its  garnering  from  private  sources  shows 
a  much  greater  proportion  of  mere  literary  lumber.    Private 
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ficence  h&a  rarely  bestowed  a  more  solid  value  in  books 
any  institution,  than  came  from  tho  second  gift  of  Mr. 
i.  The  Astor  Library  is  so  emphatically  the  creation  of  a 
B  family  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  reckoned  either  as  a  public 
wment  or  as  the  outgrowth  of  an  ordinary  private  bene&c- 
In  the  choice  of  its  books,  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  its  founda- 
waa  laid  in  any  better  manner  than,  or  even  as  well,  as  ours, 
library  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum  is  in  effect  a  subscription 
and  has  grown  from  private  aid  to  be  a  valuable  collection, 
in  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  does  not  make  the  same  appeals 
e  public  interest.  Subscription  libraries  cannot  ordinarily 
nd  upon  further  private  assistance  than  comes  from  the 
lents  naturally  accruing  to  their  treasury.  The  most  flour- 
g,  perhaps,  in  the  country,  that  of  the  New  York  Mercantile 
iry,  while  it  increased  its  collection  by  some  9,000  volumes 
165—66,  found  that  only  one  hundred  and  seventy  were  given, 
records  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  then  show,  eminently, 
link,  that  it  has  invited  the  contributions  of  the  public  wilii 
cess  not  elsewhere  equalled  in  libraries  of  its  character. 

)  THE  Bates  and  Lower  Halls  maintadj  bblativelt  a 
BR  SIZE  TO  THEIR  COLLECTIONS  ?  The  Bates  Hall  was  de- 
id  to  contain  about  five  times  the  volumes  of  the  Lower  Hall ; 
this,  with  slight  fluctuations,  has  been  the  proportion  kept  up. 
ibout  the  ratio  preserved  at  Manchester,  between  their  central 
ry  and  the  average  of  their  five  branch  or  lending  libraries. 
■  Committee  see  no  reason  to  object  to  this  proportion  at 
snt,  but  they  question  if  it  be  desirable  to  increase  the  bulk 
e  Lower  Hall  much  over  its  present  numbers,  for  two  rea* 
First,  because,  in  a  collection  circulating  so  extensively,  it 
t  desirable  to  use  galleries,  if  as  many  volumes  as  will 
tain  a  lively  circulation  can  be  shelved  on  a  single  floor ; 
secondly,  because  the  system  of  recordii^  loans,  qow  in 
htion,  will  show  year  by  year  the  books  that  are  least  called 
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for,  thus  pointing  out  at  the  season  of  each  new  consolidating  of 
the  catalogue,  what  books  can  be  transferred  to  the  Bates  Hall, 
to  make  room  in  the  Lower  for  the  fresher  publications,  and 
those  in  more  active  demand. 

The  growth  of  these  two  halls  is,  in  the  nature  of  the  case, 
somewhat  determined  by  the  relative  amounts  of  the  Trust 
Funds'  interest  and  the  City  appropriation ;  the  former,  being  out 
of  r^ard  to  the  expressed  or  implied  wishes  of  the  donors,  spent 
for  works  of  solid  and  permanent  value,  which  find  their  place 
commonly,  though  not  always,  in  the  Bates  Hall,  while  the  money 
aUowed  by  the  City  Council  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  demands 
of  the  Lower  Hall  and  the  Periodical  Boom. 


Do  THE  YABIOUS  DbPABTMENTS  OF  LkABNIKG   IN  EITHER  HaLL 
SHOW  RELATIYELT  PROPER  PROPORTIONS  ?      In  the   liotes  Hall,  if 

we  exclude  the  Parker,  Bowditch  and  Prince  collections  (which 
may  be  put  apart  as  characteristic  in  themselves,  making  together 
over  16,000  volumes),  and  throw  out  something  over  5,000  sale 
duplicates,  we  shall  have  an  aggregate  of  about  90,000  volumes, 
thus  far  located,  and  they  are  divided  in  classes  thus : 

Periodicals  and  Transactions . 
English  History  and  Literature 
American  History  and  Literature 
Theology  and  Ecclesiastical  History 
French  History  and  Literature 
Italian  History  and  Literature 
Medicine        .... 
Mathematics  and  Physical  Sciences 
General  History  and  Geography 
German  History  and  Literature 
Greek,  Latin  and  Philology    . 
Bibliography  and  Literary  History 
Other  History  and  Literature 
Metc^hysics,  Ethics,  Social  Science 
Fine  Arts 


12 

per  cent. 

12 

(i 

11 

(( 

10 

(C 

7 

C( 

5 

iC 

5 

(( 

5 

C( 

4 

(( 

4 

(I 

4 

(t 

8 

(( 

S 

(i 

8 

(( 
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Jnrigpradence 2  per  cent. 

General  CycIopEedias       ....  1        " 

Political  Economy 1         " 

Uaefiil  Arta 1        " 

Miscellaneous 1        " 

'he  accessions  of  tlie  last  year  shov,  relatively,  a  laige 
ease  in  Theology  and  Ecclesiastical  History ;  an  increase  in 
srican  history  and  literature,  and  a  decrease  in  English  and 
Dch  history  and  literature.  The  department  of  American 
Dry  and  literatore  nov  stands  to  English  history  and  litera- 
about  as  ten  to  eleren,  vhlcli,  considering  the  extent  of  the 
in  printed  books,  shows  that  our  collection  afibrds  a  more 
plete  ezamination  into  our  national  life  and  letters  Hian  it 
!  into  any  other,  and  your  Committee  think  this  extensire 
lering  of  our  own  literature  and  history  most  commendable, 
tie  average  call  for  books  in  the  two  departments  m%ht  be 
!n  as  a  criterion,  our  national  history  and  literature  might 
bought  to  be  unduly  cherished,  for,  of  readers  in  the  Bates 
1,  those  calling  for  English  history  and  literature  to  those 
ag  for  American,  has  been  for  five  years  an  averse  of  sev- 
en to  nine.  The  proportions  of  demand  and  classifications 
other  departments .  have  run  comparatively  even,  except 
the  demand  for  works  in  the  useM  and  fine  arts  is 
)ably  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  relative  supply  in  that 
irtment. 

our  Committee  learn,  that,  from  the  first  gathering  of  the 
ts  Hall  collection,  the  aim  has  been  to  make  each  depart- 
t  of  relative  importance  to  the  needs  of  this  community,  and 
cannot  see  that  the  Library  is  other  than  a  success  in  this 
ect.  They  are  told,  that,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr. 
aior,  men  distinguished  for  proficiency  in  special  fields  of 
stigation  were  invited,  early  in  the  history  of  the  collection, 
irnish  lists  of  the  most  desirable  works,  and  Uiat  &om  the 
oughness  of  these  returns  the  Library  has  gained  much.    A. 
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special  effort  was  made  in  1857  to  secure  all  that  was  rare  and 
Talaable  in  books  on  America,  and  a  list  prepared  by  Mr. 
Greenongh  was  printed  and  distributed  among  dealers  with 
orders  to  buy,,  and  about  one-third  of  that  list  has  not  yet  been 
acquired. 

Your  Committee  learned  that  the  system  of  the  Trustees  is  to 
establish  regular  agents  of  the  Library  in  the  chief  European 
book-marts,  and  in  this  capacity  Mr.  Henry  T.  Parker  is  em- 
ployed at  London;  Doctor  Pliigel  at  Leipzig;  Monsieur  C. 
Porquet  at  Paris ;  and  Chevalier  Albiri  at.  Florence.  Sums  of 
money  are  periodically  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  these  agents,  who  are 
statedly  furnished  with  lists  of  books  to  be  purchased,  are  in- 
structed to  draw  upon  those  bankers  to  a  specified  extent.  The 
London  agent  has  a  considerable  margin  allowed  him  to  pur- 
chase current  books,  not  ordered ;  and  a  lesser  margin  is  some- 
times allowed  the  continental  agents  for  important  books, 
though  not  ordered.  Livoices  from  the  London  agency  are  con- 
stantly arriving,  and  those  from  the  continent  come  seldom 
oftener  than  once  a  year.  For  current  literature  in  foreign 
tongues  dependence  is  placed  upon  an  importer  in  New  York, 
as  the  most  expeditious  way  of  procuring  them.  Of  the  current 
American  publications  all  are  sent  for  examination  to  the  Library 
by  an  i^nt,  Mr.  Bumham,  and  none  are  rejected  but  the 
positively  frivolous,  immoral  or  needless.  Your  Committee  deem 
this  system  well  devised  to  keep  the  Library  supplied  with  a  due 
variety  of  books  in  all  the  classifications. 

The  Lower  Hall  shows  naturally  a  very  large  proportion  of 
fiction,  say  7,000  to  8,000,  or  about  one-third  of  its  entire  num- 
ber of  volumes,  —  a  proportion  not  relative  to  the  demand,  but 
in  your  Committee's  opinion  quite  large  enough,  as  we  shall  later 
show.  There  has  been  no  strict  account  published  of  the  classi- 
fications in  this  hall  since  1860,  but  the  proportion  is  not  per- 
haps much  changed  since.    It  is  not  always  easy  to  compare  the 
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classifications  of  two  libraries,  they  are  so  generally  kept  on 
different  bases  in  some  particulars ;  but  we  should  say  that  while 
in  the  circulating  department  of  the  Manchester  Free  Library, 
history  and  biography  have  a  larger  share  of  books  than  with 
us,  in  the  sciences  and  the  arts  the  preponderance  is  on  our 
side.  The  percentage  arrived  at  in  1860,  regarding  the  classifi- 
cations of  this  hall  were  as  follows : 

Novels  and  Amusing  Miscellanies 

Science  and  Arts 

Biography  . 

Travels 

Foreign  Books     . 

Poetiy  and  Drama 

Miscellaneous  History 

Religion 

American  Histor}' 

Since  1860  the  department  of  Foreign  books  has  been  ad- 
vanced nearly  one  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  at  present  it  con- 
tains of 


87.4 

per  cent 

12.3 

10.3 

9. 

8.8 

6.7 

6.5 

4.7 

4.3 

German  books 
French  books 
Italian  books 


Total 


1,036 

1,042 

221 

2,299 


The  selection  seems  to  your  Committee  to  be  well  made. 
There  has  been  no  enumeration  of  the  entire  library  by  lan- 
guages since  1863,  and  then  there  were  of 


English  books 

59  per  cent. 

French  books 

18       '* 

German  books 

9       « 

Italian  books 

8       '• 

Latin  books   . 

4       " 

Others  .        .        .        .        . 
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It  is  to  be  expected;  as  the  Library  grows,  that  more  and  more 
attention  will  be  bestowed  upon  the  foreign  literatures,  since 
recourse  can  bo  prudently  had  to  further  explorations  among 
them,  as  the  most  desirable  parts  of  English  literature  become 
more  and  more  gathered  in. 

Is  A  Due  Amount  of  Current  Literature  Purchased  ?  It  has 
been  the  aim,  as  your  Committee  understand,  to  keep  the  collec- 
tion promptly  up  to  the  times,  purchasing,  as  a  general  thing, 
books  of  long  standing  with  what  moneys  are  left  after  supplying 
the  current  publications.  This  plan  is  subject,  however,  to  some 
conditions.  The  Library  has,  at  present,  in  interest  from  the 
Trust  Funds,  in  currency  about  $7000,  chiefly  to  be  spent  for 
books  of  permanent  value  (the  conditions  of  one  of  the  funds 
require  the  books  to  be  of  five  years'  standing),  and  unfortu- 
nately there  is  but  a  small  portion  of  current  publications,  wldch 
a  catholic  judgment  can  pronounce  in  that  category.  The  great 
dependence  for  this  end  is,  tlien,  the  City  appropriation.  For 
the  three  years  previous  to  the  past  there  has  been  an  average 
yearly  accession  of  this  current  description,  of  1,570  volumes. 
During  the  past  year  there  has  been  received  the  following : 

English  books 685 

American  books 1,154 

Continental  books  printed  in  English  .        104 

Foreign  books 539 

2,432 

Duplicates 97 

Total 2,529 

This  is  much  in  excess  of  the  recent  average,  and  of  this  num- 
ber a  larger  proportion  are  foreign,  than  last  year. 

Your  Committee  learn,  with  satisfaction,  that  measures  have 
been  taken  to  make  known  these  fresh  accessions,  as  soon  as 
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'e  prepared  for  circulation.  Somethii^  fotUier  was  clearly 
than  the  entries  in  the  interleaved  catalogues.  A  book 
ssions  of  current  publicatioDB,  posted  week  \>j  week,  fiilly 
the  requirement  Besides  this,  periodically,  perhaps 
y,  a  printed  list  of  all  accessions  is  to  be  distributed. 

THE  Pahfhlets  Incbeabino  Beyond  the  Frbsent 
OF  Managino  Theu  7  The  collection,  as  before  stated, 
-8  about  35,000,  and  such  as  have  been  assorted,  are 
;d  within  presses,  in  pamphlet  cases,  in  an  alphabetical 
if  their  case-title,  so  that  any  pamphlet  on  a  particular 
is  easily  found.  The  system  of  assortment  pursued  is  to 
lem  one  by  one  in  these  cases,  as  the  subject  reqnires ; 
a  periodical  examination  of  the  cases,  it  ia  ascertained 
I  sufficient  number  on  one  subject,  or  of  the  proper 
»  are  obtained,  to  make  a  volume  for  binding  to  put 
he  shelves.  In  this  way,  some  valuable  accessions  are 
early  to  onr  catalogue  of  books.  Other  pamphlets  are 
of  sufficient  value  to  bind  separately,  and  however  thin 
ly  be,  a  device  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Goldsmith,  the  library- 
makes  the  back  of  sufficient  breadth  to  receive  the  title 
elf-number,  without  necessitating  the  accomulation  of 
laper  within  the  covers. 

■  Gommitiee  ascertained  that  this  assortment  is  now  in 
rears  that  six  months'  labor  of  the  usual  assistant  in  this 
sent,  would  not  more  than  suffice  to  bring  them  np ;  mean- 
be  collection  is  growing  daily.  Tour  Committee  also 
,  that  it  is  impossible,  wi&  the  various  other  duties  requir* 
vice  in  the  Library,  to  allow  this  assistant  more  than  a 
I  of  his  time  for  this  labor ;  and  they  cannot  but  see,  that 
e  present  force  in  the  Library,  these  arrears  are  becoming 
id  more  unmanageable,  and  must  inevitably  get  into  such 
id  confusion,  as  to  be  discreditable  to  the  institution, 
/ommittee  then  most  earnestly  recommend  ^lat  in  the 
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appropriations  for  another  year,  the  trustees  secure,  if  possible, 
a  distinct  allowance  for  this  department. 

Is  THE  Management  of  Duplicates  Judicious?  In  a 
library  of  this  character,  duplicates  are  of  two  kinds,  those 
needed  for  the  shelves  to  meet  the  demand,  and  those  not 
needed,  and  so  held  for  sale  or  exchange. 

The  shdfduplicates  constitute  one-quarter  of  the  entire  number 
of  volumes  in  the  Lotoer  Hall,  being  mostly  in  fiction,  though  in 
other  classes  some  books  require,  or  have  required  them.  Thus 
we  have  of 


cc 
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Kane's  Arctic  Explorations,  in  2  vols.    22  volumes. 
Livingstone's  Africa        .        .        .        11 
Different  editions  of  Tennyson 

"  "     Longfellow 

"  "     Whittier 

Fronde's  England,  in  10  vols. 
^        Motley's  Histories,  in  5  vols. 
Prescott's      "        in  16  vols. 
Bancroft's      ^^        in  9  vols. 
Ecce  Homo     •        . 
Ecce  Deus       .... 


44 
6 

40 

25 
101 

67 
4 
4 


44 
(4 
(4 
44 

44 

(4 
44 
44 


Of  the  recent  "  Early  Life  of  the  Prince  Consort,"  four  cop- 
ies were  at  once  provided  for  the  Lower  Hall,  and  the  English 
edition  for  the  Bates  Hall,  and  more  will  be  added,  if  neces- 
sary. 

It  is  evident  that  the  demand  for  any  book  will  slacken  mate- 
rially in  time ;  but  this  fact,  as  well  as  what  books  require  more 
duplicates,  would  not  be  satisfactorily  ascertained,  when  it 
depended  upon  observation  alone.  The  present  registration  of 
loans  by  slips  brings  together,  at  the  year's  end,  the  slips  of 
each  book,  rendering  it  easy  to  determine,  where  duplicates  are 
in  excess  of  demand,  and  where  more  are  needed.    Further- 
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3y  the  new  "  Indicator  "  it  can  be  ascertained  at  shorter 
la,  say  weekly,  when  the  duplicates  of  any  book  are 
ted,  and  when  the  same  book  is  bo  reported,  week  after 
nore  copies  can  be  ordered,  if  the  character  of  the  book 
is  it. 

light  not  to  be  expected  of  a  free  Public  Library,  that  in 
5  the  temporary  demands  for  a  fresh  book,  it  will  compete 

number  of  duplicates  with  a  private  circulating  library 
ihed  for  that  end.  This  institution  is  not  a  commercial 
ition,  and  if  five  hundred  copies  of  a  popular  novel  are 
sed,  and  in  a  month  or  two  not  four  hundred  of  the  copies 
eded,  any  percentage  on  their  prime  cost,  that  could  be 
d  by  selling  them,  would  entail  too  great  a  pecuniary 
•  having  endeavored  to  meet  the  demands  for  an  ephemeral 

Where  a  book  is  really  good,  even  in  fiction,  the  call  for 
be  measurably  met,  on  the  ground  that  a  good  novel  will 

maintain  a  fair  circulation ;   but  with  the  novels  of  the 

would  be  bad  policy  commercially,  and  demoralizing 

for  the  city  to  undertake  to  cater  to  transient,  though 
r  literary  furors.      The   inevitable   surplusage   of   stale 

which  must  follow  the  attempt,  cannot  be  disposed  of 
tily  except  by  subscription  libraries,  and  even  then  the 
of  smaller  town  and  village  libraries  is  to  secure  fresh 

and  a  book  that  has  secured  a  month  or  two  probation 
ere,  ia  so  likely  to  be  denominated  musty,  that  this  market 
eir  sales  is  already  too  abundantly  supplied.  Tour 
ittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  bartering  business  ia 
t  of  the  duty  of  a  library  like  this ;  and  to  follow  it  would 
a  pecuniary  loss  altogether  disproportionate  to  any  gain 
ight  accrue. 

he  Bates  Hall  the  duplicates  are  in  very  much  less  pro- 
1.  Some  shelf-dnplicates  are  desirable.  Two  copies  of 
ible  work  will  allow  one  to  circulate,  while  the  other  may 
tricted.    A  book  with  autographs  or  manuscript  annota- 
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tions  may  be  of  such  distinct  value  as  to  require  another  copy 
for  circulation.  A  different  edition,  as  distinct  from  a  different 
impression,  has  of  course  a  separate  bibliographical  value. 

The  sale-diipliccUes  are  of  another  character,  and  naturally 
increase  yearly  in  a  collection  which  grows  so  much  from  casual 
gifts.  In  1859,  when  the  present  building  was  first  occupied, 
there  were  within  it  1,804  such  volumes,  and  now  there  are 
5,146.  Exchanges  are  constantly  taking  place  with  other 
libraries,  but  the  process  involves  a  good  deal  of  labor,  inas- 
much as  it  is  sought  to  make  them  book  by  book,  so  that  the 
name  of  the  original  donor  may  be  inscribed  in  a  work  of  cor- 
responding value.  During  the  past  year  there  were  714  dupli- 
cates added  and  523  exchanged,  increasing  the  aggregate  by 
191  volumes.  During  the  war,  by  direction  of  the  City  Council, 
duplicates  in  considerable  numbers  were  sent  to  the  military 
hospitals,  and  some  are  still  furnished  occasionally  to  the  City 
Hospital.  If  ever  branch  libraries  are  established  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  use  can  be  found  for  most  of  the  present  dupli- 
cates, and  those  yet  to  be  acquired,  by  turning  them  over  to 
these  minor  institutions.  Meanwhile  they  cannot  be  other  than 
the  source  of  a  good  deal  of  labor.  To  sell  them  at  auction, 
and  to  pul^hase  new  books  with  the  proceeds,  might  seem  to  be 
the  most  desirable,  as  it  would  be  the  most  expeditious  way 
of  managing  them ;  but  such  a  course  is  often  considered  ruth- 
less by  donors,  and  to  preserve  an  equivalent  for  every  gift  by 
such  a  wholesale  disposition  would  be  far  from  easy.  It  is 
known  that  fifty  years  ago  such  a  course  cost  the  British  Museum 
several  valuable  bequests ,'  and  since  they  stopped  this  selling  in 
1831,  it  is  thought  that  the  interests  of  that  institution  have 
been  advanced  beyond  the  drawback  from  their  accumulation, 
which  in  twenty  years  was  so  large  that  they  had  10,000  dupli- 
cates of  the  commoner  kinds  of  books.  Where  the  consent  of  a 
donor  to  an  exchange  has  been  withheld,  it  has  been  found 
desirable  in  some  cases  to  exchange  the  earlier  copy,  if  a  pur- 
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chaaed  one,  and  this  has  been  done  to  some  extent  in  r^^ard  to 
the  duplicates  of  the  Parker  collection. 


III.  CATALOGUES. 

Abe  thet  well  Deyised,  in  Good  Order,  and  well  kept 
UP  ?  The  question  of  catalogoing  is  one  of  vast  importance,  and 
it  has  become  a  very  vexed  one,  though  the  decisiveness  of  a 
Panizzi  is  little  warrant  for  a  hasty  judgment  from  less  worthy 
bands.  The  difficulty  increases  disproportionately  with  the 
growth  of  a  library.  Success,  passable  perhaps  at  best,  can  only 
be  serviceable  by  keeping  the  r^stration  well  up,  which  your 
Committee  understand  to  be  the  case  with  this  institution.  The 
system  here  in  use  embodies  the  labor  of  many,  and  profits  by 
the  experience  of  other  libraries,  and  has  been  adequately  de> 
scribed  in  previous  reports.  The  card  system  for  an  imprinted 
catalogue  with  full  titles  is  more  and  more  valued  with  expe- 
rience. In  all  the  subsidiary  cataloguing  the  system  of  this 
Library  seems  to  be  as  particular  and  diversified  as  is  needful  to 
cover  all  details,  and  to  enable  its  officers  to  keep  well  in  hand 
its  literary  forces.  This  reduplicated  labor  involves  time  and 
money,  but  if  it  is  desirable  —  as  it  certainly  is  —  to  insure  and 
have  at  command  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Library's  condition, 
it  is  necessary.  Large  libraries  are  conducted  oftentimes  with 
but  a  part  of  this  machinery,  as  is  the  case,  we  are  informe<^  with 
the  Astor  Library,  but  its  Superintendent  must  often  be  at  a  dis- 
advantage where  ours  is  not.  Of  course,  with  a  free  circulating 
library  like  this,  these  means  of  discovering  irregularities,  such 
as  shelf-list,  etc.,  are  much  more  necessary  than  in  a  collection 
that  does  not  leave  the  building. 

The  last  voluminous  Supplement  to  the  printed  Index  of  the 
Bates  Hall  is  but  a  year  old,  and  probably  some  years  must  pass 
before  another  of  equal  bulk  will  be  required.    In  the  mean  time, 
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new  titles  are  entered  promptly  in  an  interleaved  catalogae, 
accessible  to  the  public,  besides  being  given,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  in  a  printed  Bulletin,  to  be  issued  monthly,  if  required, 
and  being  enumerated  —  such  of  them  as  are  current  issues  — 
in  the  order  of  accession  in  a  "  List  of  New  Books  received." 

When  the  Finding  Lists  for  the  Lower  Hall,  which  are  print- 
ing, alcove  by  alcove,  according  to  the  classifications,  are  com- 
pleted, it  will  be  practicable  to  consolidate  the  titles  in  a  new 
Index  for  that  hall,  thus  dispensing  with  the  present  inconvenient 
Index,  with  its  numerous  Supplements. 

The  new  Indicator  is,  also,  an  a^unct  of  the  catalogues.  There 
was  a  record  made  in  1 860,  for  three  days,  of  the  novel-seekers 
who  went  away  without  a  book  because  every  one  on  their  cards 
was  out,  and  they  proved  to  be  three  per  cent  of  the  whole. 
This  disappointment,  as  well  as  the  need  of  some  plan  of  expe- 
diting the  delivery,  led  to  the  device,  by  the  Superintendent,  of 
this  simple  but  effective  instrument,  which,  if  consulted,  will  pre- 
vent such  uncertainties,  while,  from  its  facilitating  the  process  of 
administration,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  invite  frequenters  from 
the  classes  who  could  ill  afford  the  time  necessary  to  get  a  book 
under  the  old  arrangement.  The  instrument  seems  liable  to 
error  only  from  the  failure  of  the  attendant  to  turn  the  pin,  but 
this  is  guarded  against  at  present  by  stated  verifications ;  and  in 
time  it  is  expected  its  management  will  become  almost  automatic 
on  the  part  of  those  in  charge. 

IV.    ADMINISTRATION. 

Abe  the  Regobds  of  all  kinds  in  Good  Order  ?  An  institu- 
tion conducted  with  so  much  machinery  as  a  large  library  for 
popular  use,  must  have  a  complete  system  of  records,  or  its 
variety  of  detail  does  not  afford  the  instruction  for  its  better 
management  that  it  should.  Other  than  the  catalogues,  there  is 
a  variety  of  records  connected  with  the  books,  such  as  the  book 
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of  invoices,  record  of  "  books  asked  for,"  of  exchanges  and  of 
the  statistics  of  circulation  —  all  of  which  your  Committee  found 
in  good  order.  The  records  of  the  Trustees  have  been  kept  with 
precision  and  neatness  from  the  beginning,  and  are  well  cared 
for,  with  the  files  of  reports  and  letter  books.  The  books  con- 
taining the  signers  for  the  use  of  the  Library  now  occupy  several 
large  folios,  and  must  be  of  interest  at  some  future  time  as  auto- 
graphs of  our  generation.  One  book  was  of  interest  to  your 
Committee,  namely,  that  in  which  the  officers  and  assistants  of 
the  institution  enter  their  names,  with  the  hour  and  minute  (if 
after  the  regular  time),  in  reporting  for  duty  in  the  morning,  and 
they  were  pleased  to  observe  a  commendable  degree  of  prompt- 
ness. 


Abe  the  Expenditures  properly  cared  for  ?  Your  Com- 
mittee learned  that  it  is  but  two  or  three  years  since  a  set  of 
monetary  accounts,  on  a  thorough  system,  was  begun  in  the  build- 
ing, and  they  found  them  very  creditably  kept  by  the  assistant 
in  charge.  Before  that  time  there  was  much  difficulty  in  appor- 
tioning the  books  bought,  to  the  several  Trust  Funds,  and  there 
was  no  accurate  knowledge  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  insti- 
tution to  be  attained  except  through  the  City  Auditor.  The 
amount  of  expenditures  had  become  too  large,  not  to  have  the 
means  of  scrutinizing  the  record,  near  at  hand.  There  are 
eighteen  permanent  accounts  opened,  covering  the  twelve  items 
of  appropriations  from  the  City  Council,  and  the  six  Trust  Funds, 
each  book  bought  with  the  income  of  one  or  the  other  being 
carried  to  that  fond.  Besides  these  there  is  a  great  number  of 
individual  and  minor  accounts.  In  the  Trust  Funds'  accounts 
for  the  year  ending  in  May,  we  find  an  income  of  $5,760,  mostly 
in  gold,  equivalent  in  currency  to  $6,874  21 ;  and  at  that  date, 
the  whole  of  this  had  been  appropriated  for  books,  except 
$295  59 ;  to  cover  which  there  was  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Baring  $2,111  67,  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
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It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Trustees^  from  the  beginning,  never 
to  handle  money,  and  all  bills  are  payable  to  the  holders  on  a 
requisition  of  the  President  upon  the  City  Treasury,  after  the 
items  have  been  examined  by  the  Superintendent,  approved  by 
the  proper  Committee,  passed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
confirmed  by  the  full  board.  The  only  money  received  in  the 
building  is  the  small  sums  collected  in  fines,  which  last  year 
amounted  to  $364.55,  and  which  the  Librarian  is  charged  to  pay 
into  the  City  Treasury ;  besides  the  small  amounts  received  from 
the  sale  of  the  catalogues,  finding  lists,  etc.,  likewise  disposed  of 
in  the  same  manner. 

Is  THE  LiBBABT  OPEN  AS  MUCH  AS  POSSIBLE  ?  The  Library 
proper  has  been  open  on  an  average  for  the  last  ten  unbroken 
years,  276  days,  and  for  the  past  year,  277  days.  It  has  been 
kept  open  in  one  year  (1860)  for  297  days,  which  is  one  reason, 
probably,  why  the  daily  average  delivery  diminished  materially  for 
that  year.  The  regulations  close  the  Library  on  the  fifty-two 
Sundays,  and  on  six  holidays,  and  if  to  these  be  added  two  days 
for  any  extraordinary  occasions,  and  the  month  of  Ai^st,  we 
have  left  278  days,  which  may  be  considered  a  fair  average 
opening  for  a  year.  The  month,  that  is  now  required  for  clean- 
ing the  building  and  verifying  the  shelf-lists,  book  by  book,  may 
not  have  been  necessary  in  years  past.  The  first  year  in  this 
building,  but  eleven  working  days  were  required  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  then  the  building  was  new,  and  the  shelves  were  much 
less  fiUed.  The  task  of  seeing  that  every  volume  of  a  hundred 
and  thirty-six  thousand  is  in  its  proper  place  is  no  small  one,  and 
the  recess  is  not  by  any  means  a  season  of  relaxation  to  the 
attendants.  It  will  be  fortunate,  if  in  coming  years,  this  work 
can  be  kept  within  the  month.  In  libraries  that  do  not  circulate, 
less  time  will  be  naturally  required.  At  the  British  Museum,  ten 
years  ago,  they  kept  open  293  days ;  any  later  account,  since  the 
completion  of  their  new  reading  hall,  we  have  not  seen.    This 
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T  is  ordinarily  exceeded  in  the  Reference  Librarj  at  Man- 
r,  and  they  adopt  there  the  plan  of  three  cleaning  days 
narter ;  but  in  addition  to  not  circulating  the  books,  this 
!nce  Library  contains  but  a  little  more  than  one-third  of 
unber  of  volumes. 

ii^  August  of  the  present  year,  the  Beading  Room  for  the 
me  was  not  closed,  (except  for  a  brief  interval  while  the 
icals  were  removed  ;to  another  room,  to  allow  the  Reading 
to  be  newly  painted.)  It  seems  desirable  ^t  this  should 
case  hereafter. 

staff  of  assistants  needs  periods  of  relaxation,  and  the 
e  of  any  one  r^ular  attendant  necessarily  disorders 
hat  the  routine  of  the  library  business.  This  matter  is 
ted  as  well  as  is  practicable  by  allowing  as  few  as  possi- 
be  absent  at  any  one  time. 

;he  Librabt  conducted  so  as  to  be  as  useful  as  poe^ 
TO  ALL  Classes?  The  institution  was  begun  expressly 
lular  grounds.  Mr.  Everett,  in  his  letter  to  the  Mayor,  in 
called  it  the  completion  of  our  public  school  system,  and 
as  been  a  favo^te  designation  of  it  ever  since.  In  the 
inary  report  of  1852  —  the  body  of  which  was  drawn  by 
icknor  —  it  was  wisely  recommended  that  a  beginmng 
be  made  without  any  sharply  defined  plan,  so  that  sug- 
is  from  experience  could  be  made  effectual ;  and  it  was 
ought  well  to  make  it  at  once  an  imposing,  learned  or 
Gc  collection,  but  rather  to  gather  a  library  most  fitted  for 
sses.  Mr.  Ticknor  —  whose  contributions  to  the  Library 
e  and  experience  cannot  be  overvalued  —  expressly  says, 
tter  accompanying  a  valuable  donation  of  books  in  1860, 
!  would  "  never  have  put  his  hand  to  the  institution  at  all^ 
th  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  made  useful  to  the 
;t  possible  number  of  citizens ; "  and  he  says  that  for 
^ears  there  had  not  been  any  real  difference  among  thfl 
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Trnstees  on  that  point,  nor  can  we  learn  that  there  has  been  any 
since. 

Up  to  1856  the  system  of  purchases  had  looked  to  supplying 
the  most  popular  wants.  The  collection,  which  had  then  grown 
to  near  30,000  volumes,  was  deemed  large  enough  to  satisfy  the 
most  reasonable  demands  of  a  general  kind ;  and  it  began  to  be 
felt  that  there  were  particular  classes  of  our  citizens,  apart  from 
the  general  body,  whose  wants  deserved  recognition.  So  about 
that  time  we  find  that  books  in  the  foreign  tongues  began  to  be 
added,  and  the  higher  departments  of  literature  more  fiiUy  de- 
veloped. The  donations  to  the  Trust  Funds,  now  accruing,  in 
being  expended  for  books  of  solid  and  permanent  value,  served 
to  strengthen  very  materially  the  upper  classifications;  while 
Mr.  Bates's  last  munificent  gift  of  books  developed  our  weight  in 
the  same  direction.  The  time  was  now  come  when  it  was  very 
properly  agreed  that  there  was  no  department  of  learning,  which 
some  portion  of  the  community  was  not  interested  in ;  and  that 
every  department  should  be  cared  for  to  meet  such  requirements. 
So  the  two  distinct  collections  have  been  developed  —  the  Lower 
Hall  to  meet  the  most  ordinary  demands  of  the  people,  and  the 
Bates  to  serve  the  higher  requirements  of  the  studious  classes, 
or  of  investigators  in  special  matters  —  a  scheme  which  your 
Committee  can  but  think  naturally  evolved,  and  conducive  to  the 
satis&ction  of  every  mental  grade,  and  answering  the  require- 
ments of  all  the  intellectual  demands  of  the  community. 

There  is  one  feature  connected  with  the  methods  of  purchase, 
which  your  Committee  can  but  consider  almost  unprecedented  for 
its  liberality,  though  it  confers  a  privilege  that  comparatively 
few  seem  ready  to  take.  It  has  always  been  the  pleasure  of  the 
Trustees  to  order  any  book,  if  a  proper  one,  when  asked  for,  and 
not  already  in  the  collection.  From  1854  to  1865,  the  number 
of  requests  of  this  kind  annually  made,  greatly  fluctuated  be- 
tween 18  and  221,  and  in  one  year  (1860)  several  thousand 
notices  were  put  in  all  the  books  delivered  for  a  fortnight,  but 
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it  secured  only  25  applications^  and  the  average  for  these  twelre 
years  was  only  117.  Latterly  the  plan  has  produced  better 
results.  Last  year  there  were  306,  and  during  that  just  past^ 
546,  and  in  95  cases  the  applicants  had  failed  to  discover  the  de- 
sired books  were  already  in  the  Library,  and  of  the  remainder, 
260  vols,  have  been  received,  leaving  191  still  on  the  order- 
books  of  our  agents.  This  privilege  is  an  inestimable  one  to 
scholars,  and  indeed  to  all,  and  it  is  somewhat  surprising  to 
your  Committee,  that  it  is  not  more  enjoyed.  It  is  really  an  in- 
ducement for  an  inquirer  in  any  department  to  make  Boston  his 
residence  over  any  other  city  on  this  continent.  It  gives  him, 
or  any  citizen  in  need  of  a  particular  book,  facilities  for  search- 
ing the  book-marts  of  the  world,  that  the  wealthiest  can  hardly 
command. 

Your  Committee  also  believe  that  in  no  other  large  library  are 
readers  more  expeditiously  served.  The  catalogues  are  well 
kept  up  and  accessible.  It  can  be  at  once  known  if  book  or 
pamphlet  is  in  the  collection,  and  the  place  of  its  deposit  ascer- 
tained. In  some  other  of  the  libraries  about  us,  this  is  done  only 
with  delay.  It  takes  from  six  to  ten  minutes  to  get  a  bbok  at 
the  British  Museum,  after  the  slip  is  handed  in;  so  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  extent  of  a  collection  must  necessarily  enhance  the 
average  delay,  however  well  organized  the  delivery  system  may 
be.  Witii  some  of  the  large  libraries  of  the  continents  of 
Europe,  we  have  a  startling  proof  of  the  inconvenience  of  a  less 
systematic  process,  in  the  hours  that  may  be  passed  in  waiting, 
which  are  sometimes  so  extended  that  a  second  day's  pursuit 
becomes  necessary. 

Your  Committee  have  heard  occasional  complaints  from  hasty 
people,  that  the  Library  can  be  of  no  use  to  them  because  they 
are  debarred  access  to  the  alcoves,  but  they  have  forgotten,  that 
with  a  printed  catalogue  of  subjects  as  well  as  authors,  the 
Boston  Public  Library  is  far  more  serviceable  than  another  col- 
lection might  be  without  this  aid.  Students  have  told  your  Com- 
mittee that  at  this  Library  they  can  investigate  a  point  with  far 
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greater  expedition  than  they  can  in  collections  where  their  priv- 
il^es  give  them  the  range  of  the  alcoves,  but  where  they  have 
no  assistance  from  similar  catalogues. 

Dr.  Cogswell,  of  the  Astor  Library,  has  said,  in  one  of  his 
printed  reports,  that  a  free  circulating  library  in  New  York  was 
an  impossibility,  and  that  in  less  than  five  years  any  collection 
for  that  purpose  in  so  largo  a  city  wocdd  be  scattered  to  the 
winds.  Such  an  opinion  may  be  extravagant,  but  it  is  clear  that 
no  collection  can  maintain  its  usefulness  unimpaired  without  due 
restrictions,  and  experience  hi^  shown  in  Boston,  that,  as  you 
extend  the  privilege  of  such  an  institution,  it  is  likely  that  those 
classes  least  accustomed  to  books,  and  least  influenced  by  that 
reverence  for  books  which  is  most  wholesome,  will  be  drawn  in. 
Yet  these  are  not  the  only  people  who  commit  depredations. 
Bibliomaniacs  are  proverbially  notorious  for  some  strangely  lax 
notions,  and,  unfortunately,  bibliomaniacs  are  fond  of  mousing 
in  alcoves.  To  make  class  distinctions  is  not  proper,  since, 
instead  of  a  free  library,  you  have  then  a  library  for  the  elect.  It 
is  admitted  that  an  hour's  search  in  an  alcove  may  in  some  cases 
satisfy  an  investigator  better  than  a  much  longer  time  at  the  out- 
side tables ;  and  such  access  is  always  accorded  to  any  one  who 
has  a  determinate  literary  or  other  consistent  purpose,  in  the 
presence  of  an  attendant,  if  the  request  is  properly  made.  It  is 
not  infrequently  replied  that  all  freedom  and  ease  of  investigation 
is  out  of  the  question,  with  such  a  looker-on  to  pass  you  the  books. 
With  some  temperaments  this  is  doubtless  true,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  in  allowing  one  reader  a  freedom  from  such 
restraint,  the  Library  may  be  of  diminished  value  to  hundreds 
who  come  after  him.  Studious  persons  are  not  always  the  most 
orderly  in  obeying  injunctions  or  in  returning  books  to  their 
exact  place  on  the  shelves,  and  their  misplacements  may  remain 
undiscovered  until  the  aimual  cleaning,  so  that  every  intervening 
inquirer  for  the  misplaced  book  must  be  disappointed.  This 
restraint,  it  seems  clear,  though  sometimes  irksome,  is  really  pre- 
servative of  the  Library  for  the  many  to  come. 
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Some  exception  is  now  and  then  taken  to  the  rule  which  keeps 
from  circulation  rare  or  costly  works,  unless  it  be  by  the  consent 
of  the  Superintendent  or  of  two  of  the  Trustees.  This,  doubt- 
less, causes  delays ;  but  without  these  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
mere  curiosity  or  amusement,  valuable  architectural  works  for 
instance  would  bo  a  great  deal  of  the  time  in  the  hands  of  idlers 
as  picture-books,  and  when  the  student  of  that  art  required  them 
it  would  be  fortunate  if  he  did  not  find  them  mutilated,  or  un- 
cleanly, to  a  degree  that  might  reasonably  disturb  his  sense  of 
propriety.  Such  restrictions  are  properly  made,  it  seems  to  your 
Committee,  for  the  preservation  of  the  hooks  for  the  classes  most 
interested  in  them,  and  for  whose  benefit  in  part  the  Library  has 
been  gathered.  A  little  reflection  must  convince  those  who  have 
been  most  harassed  in  this  respect  of  the  truth  of  this. 

Does  the  City  Ordinance  Relative  to  the  Public  Libra- 
ry NEED  Amendment?  The  Trustees  are  charged  with  the 
management  of  the  Library,  and  are  properly  allowed  the  ap- 
pointment of  their  executive  officers,  inasmuch  as  their  own  good 
name  is  largely  entrusted  to  the  fidelity  of  such.  In  assigning 
duties  to  the  various  officers,  they  are  not  free  to  exercise  fully 
their  own  judgment,  until  the  apportionment  of  the  salaries  goes 
with  the  assignment.  They  have  this  liberty  in  all  cases  but 
with  the  Superintendent  and  Librarian,  on  whom  the  most  re- 
sponsibility falls,  and  upon  whose  trustworthiness  they  must 
depend  before  all  others.  It  is  eminently  proper  that  the  City 
Council  should  fix  the  limit  in  the  aggregate  of  all  salaries,  but 
it  seems  to  your  Committee  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  remove 
the  restraint  now  existing,  so  that  the  Trustees  may  apportion 
the  recompense,  as  well  as  define  the  duties,  of  all  under  them, 
within  some  aggregate  limits. 

The  Ordinance  of  last  year,  re-organizing  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, opens  the  way  to  put  five  new  members,  or  a  majority,  into 
the  Board  at  any  election — a  conjunction  of  affairs  that  might 
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work  serious  detriment  to  the  institution  in  some  season  of  tem- 
porary clamor — always  to  be  provided  against  at  times  given  to 
devising  safeguards  for  the  future — when  the  unseating  of  a  ma- 
jority of  those  most  versed  in  the  management  of  the  Library  may 
throw  the  control  into  the  hands  of  the  inexperienced,  or  of  those 
chosen,  in  obedience  to  some  passion  of  the  hour,  on  other  grounds 
than  their  peculiar  fitness.  It  seems  to  your  Committee  most  de- 
sirable that  two  successive  elections  should  at  least  be  required 
before  the  predominating  influence  in  the  Board  can  be  changed, 
and  this  would  give  a  portion  of  the  final  majority  a  year's  ex- 
perience before  they  shall  decide  the  policy  of  the  Board.  A 
majority  at  a  single  election,  if  given  to  views  gathered  outside 
of  the  peculiar  experience  of  the  Library,  might,  it  seems  to  your 
Committee,  very  likely  act  in  a  way  prejudicial  to  its  interests. 
It  is  most  proper  that  a  fiill  representation  of  the  City  Council 
should  remain,  as  at  present,  in  the  Board,  and  the  change  must 
accordingly  be  devised  among  the  other  members.  It  has  been 
sn^ested,  though  some  objections  at  once  present  themselves,  that 
the  term  of  service  for  those  chosen  from  the  citizens  at  large, 
should  be  six  years,  with  one  electable  every  year.  This,  with 
the  annual  three  from  the  City  Council,  would  secure  a  majority 
in  two  years. 

V.     CIRCULATION. 

1b  the  Cibcxilation  Satispactobt  ?  The  number  of  signers 
from  the  b^inning  up  to  the  opening  of  the  present  building 
^'^as  something  short  of  16,000.  A  new  registration  was  then 
ordered,  and  an  equal  number  signed  in  a  little  more  than  a 
years  time.  Since  then  there  has  been  a  yearly  increase  of 
"«*ween  four  and  five  thousand,  so  that  when  the  year  closed  on 
*«  fat  of  August,  something  like  53,000  names  stood  on  the 
**^  It  was  known  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  number, 
from  death,  removal  or  want  of  inclination,  did  not  use 
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the  Library;  and  new  cards  were  given  out  last  year,  and 
including  the  new  signers  for  that  year,  some  twelve  or  thirteen 
thousand  were  taken,  which  number  must,  however,  be  in  excess 
of  the  habitual  frequenters  of  the  Library,  though  probably 
below  the  number  of  readers,  since  in  families  a  book  may  find 
several  to  read  it  besides  the  card-holder.  At  Manchester,  for 
the  same  circulation  as  ours,  in  1866  they  had  7,339  cards  in 
use. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  use  in  both  halls  for  the  past 
year  was  208,963,  a  daily  average  of  764,  which  is  larger  tiian 
ever  before ;  while  the  greatest  delivery  in  any  single  day  was 
1,813  (against  1,534,  the  largest  previously,  in  1863),  and  of 
this,  206  were  in  the  Bates  Hall,  and  1,607  in  the  Lower  Hall. 
This  heavy  work  comes  usually  in  February. 

Lower  HalL  The  number  of  volumes  taken  from  the  Lower 
Hall,  in  1859,  was  about  150,000;  and  the  past  year  it  was 
183,714,  which  is  very  nearly  the  average  of  the  last  four  years. 
There  would,  probably,  the  past  year,  have  been  a  material 
increase  over  the  previous  year,  but  for  the  fact,  that  it  was 
necessary  in  the  preparation  of  the  "  Finding  Lists  "  to  keep 
two  or  three  thousand  volumes  from  circulation  at  once,  and  they 
were  oftentimes  of  the  most  popular  description.  The  daily 
average  of  loans  the  past  year  for  the  Lower  Hall  was  664. 
We  can  best  understand  the  importance  of  the  work  we 
are  doing  by  a  comparison  with  other  libraries,  as  far 
as  statistics  can  be  used,  though  any  comparison  is  open  to  some 
qualifications.  Three  of  the  largest  of  the  lending  libraries  of 
the  Manchester  institution  had,  in  1866,  an  aggregate  of  just 
about  the  number  of  volumes  in  our  Lower  Hall,  or  perhaps  a 
thousand  or  two  more.  These  circulated  very  nearly  the  same 
number  of  volumes,  as  with  us  for  the  same  year,  but  as  their 
libraries  were  open  more  days,  it  gives  Boston  the  advantage  in 
daily  average  of  near  forty,  and  it  must  be  remembered  Man- 
chester has  a  population  at  least  double  that  of  Boston,  and 
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with  its  system  of  branch  libraries  brings  its  books  much  nearer 
to  a  larger  number  of  households.  Nevertheless,  with  those 
things  in  its  favor,  the  circulation  of  the  most  prosperous  of 
similar  institutions  in  England  varied  so  little  from  ours,  as  to 
be  fairly  considered  identically  the  same. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Library  has  usually  been  consid- 
ered the  most  flourishing  of  contemporary  libraries  with  us.  In 
1866,  it  contained  more  than  three  times  the  volumes  of  our 
Lower  Hall  (to  which  it  nearly  corresponds  in  character), 
while  its  circulation  for  the  same  year  fell  more  than  5,000  short 
of  ours.  The  last  yearly  report  of  that  institution  (April,  1867) 
shows  90,000  volumes  (to  our  24,219),  206,120  issues  of  vol- 
umes (to  our  183,714),  taken  by  12,274  subscribers,  which  indi- 
cates renewed  exertions  to  extend  its  sphere,  made  efifectual  in 
large  part  by  a  vast  preponderance  of  fiction  among  its  10,000 
purchased  volumes  for  the  year.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
more  than  one-third  of  the  circulation  of  this  New  York  institu- 
tion (judging  from  the  returns  for  1866,  not  having  seen  this 
item  in  the  last  report)  is  through  its  two  branch  deliveries  in 
different  parts  of  the  city,  and  also  that,  in  a  vastly  larger  popu- 
lation, it  has  no  effective  rival. 

With  a  system  of  branch  libraries  with  us,  say  one  in  Rox- 
bury,  one  in  South  Boston,  and  one  in  East  Boston,  it  seems 
probable  that  our  popular  circulation  could  be  made  far  larger 
relatively,  than  it  is  even  now  to  the  most  successful  of  such 
establishments  at  home  and  abroad.  At  Manchester,  the  system 
is  well-established  and  works  successfully.  Their  central  col- 
lection, though  considerably  more  popular  in  character  than  our 
Bates  Hall,  is  a  reference  library,  and  does  not  circulate  its 
books.  A  year  ago,  it  contained  38,426  volumes.  The  five 
lending  or  branch  libraries  contained  in  the  aggregate,  39,318 
volumes.  The  accumulation  of  duplicates  at  a  central  library  is 
always  less  burdensome,  when  there  are  supplemental  institu- 
tions among  which  to  share  thenL 
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lei  Hall.  The  total  number  ol'  volumes  lent  from  this  hall 
me  use  since  1862,  when  the  collection  was  first  open,  ia 
),  and  the  past  year  it  was  13,696,  the  largest  niunber  of 
tar. 

i  not  so  easy  to  find  the  actual  number  of  volumes,  vted  in 
II  for  the  year,  there  are  so  many  not  taken  into  account, 
en  any  one  by  the  consent  of  the  Trustees  is  allowed  to 
protracted  investigations  in  the  alcoves;  and,  though 
.  is  kept  of  the  consultations  in  the  Patent  Boom,  it  is  by 
and  applicants  and  not  by  volumes ;  and,  furthermore,  no 
.  is  made  of  the  use  of  the  excellent  reference  collection, 
1  the  desk,  to  which  the  public  have  unrestrained  access. 
mdent,  then,  of  these  classes,  there  have  been  used  in  the 
self  since  1862,  63,525  volumes,  and  the  past  year,  11,553' 
;s,  which  was  exceeded  in  1865,  when  13,090  were  called 

:  largest  number  of  books  delivered  in  this  hall  for  either 
any  one  day  was  206.  The  avera^  daily  delivery  has 
'2  volumes. 

iparisons  with  the  use  to  which  other  libraries  of  the 
character  of  our  Bates  Hall  are  put,  must  be  made  cau- 
■.  As  regards  the  Reference  Library  of  Manchester,  which 
rtle  more  than  one-third  as  large  as  our  Bates  Hall  col- 
li and  shows  about  three  times  the  number  of  users,  it 
be  remembered  that  the  population  which  sustains  it  is 
twice  as  large,  and  that  its  only  rival  is  the  Chetham  Li- 
one  of  those  old  monastic  foundations,  which  is  not  of  a 
ter  to  interfere  with  the  success  of  its  upstart  neigh- 
vhile  within  much  the  same  area,  and  with  a  far  smaller 
tion,  the  Boston  Public  Library  must  share  this  class 
re  or  less  cultivated  frequenters,  with  the  collections  of 
rd  College  and  the  Boston  Athenseum.  Beside  this,  we 
community  are  uncommonly  well  supplied  with  lesser  col- 
s,  accessible  to  persons  making  investigations,  like  the 
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libraries  of  the  Historical  Society,  the  Genealogical  Society, 
State  Library,  the  Academy  Library,  the  Social  Law  Library,  the 
old  Boston  Library,  the  General  Theological  Library,  etc.,  so 
that  in  the  aggregate  there  are  at  least  half  a  million  volames  in 
our  community,  accessible  to  the  public,  or  reached  with  ease 
by  any  one  desiring  to  use  them. 

There  are  two  other  considerations  to  be  borne  in  mind  in 
making  the  comparison  with  Manchester.  First,  that  it  does 
not  appear  that  they  omit  to  make  record  of  the  use  in  pro- 
tracted investigations ;  and,  second,  that  their  Reference  Library 
is  not  of  the  high  character,  relative  to  their  lending  libraries, 
that  our  Bates  Hall  bears  in  comparison  with  our  Lower  Hall. 
They  put  upon  its  shelves  a  great  deal  of  contemporary  English 
fiction,  while  our  Bates  Hall  has  little  of  this  kind  of  literature, 
^  except  what  is  classic  from  long-established  fame.  Bearing  in  mind 
that  our  upper  collection  is  three  times  as  large  as  their  Refer- 
ence Library,  it  will  be  seen  how  much  more  thorough,  relatively, 
we  are  in  the  higher  departments,  if  we  take  a  few  test  authors, 
and  put  against  each  the  number  of  titles  in  the  respective  cat- 
alogues, including  both  editions  and  commentaries. 


Homer, 

6  at  Manchester 

.     118  at  Boston. 

Dante, 

4 

93             " 

Goethe, 

11 

38             " 

Shakspeare, 

40 

.     175             " 

Lessing, 

1 

44             " 

Muratori, 

13 

(vols)  " 

92  (vols)  '* 

Taming  to  the  Astor  Library  we  find  that,  in  1860,  it  had 
about  the  same  number  of  volumes  that  our  Bates  Hall  at  pres- 
ent possesses,  but  its  number  of  volumes  used  was  twice  the 
number  of  those  used  in  the  Bates  Hall  the  past  year.  Every  qaali- 
fication  that  we  have  used  in  regard  to  Manchester  applies  with 
greater  force  to  the  largest  city  of  our  country,  and  the  most 
cosmopolitan  perhaps  of  the  world,  excepting  that  in  the  Astor 
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iration,  they  ezclnde,  as  vith  ns,  protracted  investigations, 
mt  in  tone  and  quality  its  collection  is  nrnch  the  same  as 
ates  Hall.    It  should  always  be  remembered  that  since  the 

Library  does  not  permit  its  books  to  leave  the  build- 
.  considerable  share  of  its  frequenters  {and  very  likely 
h  to  reduce,  if  they  were  excluded,  its  delivery  to  the  level 
:s)  is  of  the  class  that  with  ns  find  their  wanta  supplied  in 
ower  Hall. 

1  years  b^  the  British  Museum  was  six  times  larger  than 
-esent  Bates  Hall,  and  its  daily  use  was  twelve  times  ours 

;  but  of  course  there  are  a  multitude  of  reasons  applica- 
)  a  collection  which  of  itself  draws  many  yearly  to  the 
St  city  of  Europe. 

ir  Committee,  then,  have  no  reaaon  to  feel  that  the  Bates 
a  not  doing  its  proportionate  good.  As  the  Library  grows 
Bt8  a  national  reputation  it  will,  of  course,  draw  invest!- 

to  the  city,  and  swell  the  record  beyond  tlie  present.     It 

to  be  more  generally  known  how  excellent  a  loorking 
f,  in  character  and  machinery,  we  have  got.  The  fact 
y  mentioned,  that  it  stands  ready  to  provide  any  proper 
if  it  can  be  found  in  the  book  marts  of  the  world,  is  war- 
lat  it  invites  the  lai^est  use.  If  that  privil^e,  or  the  col- 
I  itself,  is  not  enjoyed  to  the  highest  possible  limit,  it  is 

to  the  public  wants  being  in  part  supplied  in  other  direc- 
and  not  to  the  management  of  ^e  institution,  since,  in  all 
llections  with  which  we  have  compared  it,  much  more  tlrin- 
'.gulatlotu  are  in  vogue. 

AT  IS   THE    ChABACTEB  OP    THE   ReADISO    IN    THE    BaTES 

?  This  hall  has  been  open  five  years,  and  the  average 
use  of  books  in  the  several  classifications  is  as  follows : — 

English  History  and  Literature      .        .        17  per  cent. 
Useflil  and  Fine  Arts     ....        10       " 
American  History  and  Literature  .        .  9       " 
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45 


^ 


Theology,  Metaphysics,  Ethics,  Education 

8  per  cent 

Periodicals 

7 

44 

Mathematics  and  Physics 

7 

(4 

Medicine 

6 

44 

French  Histoiy  and  Literature 

6 

44 

General  History  and  Literature 

4 

44 

Italian  Histoiy  and  Literature 

4 

*4 

Natural  History     .... 

4 

44 

Transactions  of  Learned  Societies 

4 

44 

German  History  and  Literature 

8 

44 

Greek  and  Latin    .        .        ,        . 

3 

44 

Other  (including  Oriental)  History 

and 

Literature        .... 

8 

44 

Bibliography          .... 

2 

44 

Law  and  Political  Economy   . 

2 

44 

Miscellaneous         .... 

1 

44 

The  most  marked  annual  variation  has  been  in  the  classifica- 
tion, headed  by  Theology,  which  has  fallen  gradually  from  11 
percent,  in  1 862  to  4  per  cent,  in  1 867.  This  is  owing, perhaps,  to 
ike  bet,  that,  at  the  outset,  special  efforts  were  made  to  interest  the 
clergy  and  educators  in  the  Library ;  and  possibly,  also,  to  the  fact, 
that  the  General  Theological  Library  has  been  since  established. 
American  History  and  Literature  have  gradually  gained,  owing,  per- 
liaps,in  some  measure,  in  the  historical  part,  to  the  late  rebellion 
fostering  an  inclination  to  learn  our  own  antecedent  history,  and 
possibly  to  the  efforts  which  the  Library  has»  made  to  secure 
everything  in  any  language  relating  to  that  rebellion.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  use  of  books  in  this  department  is  not  much  more 
flian  half  what  it  is  in  English  History  and  Literature,  which  is  not 
80  strange,  perhaps,  in  view  of  the  relative  extent  of  the  two  de- 
partments. Nevertheless,  there  is  doubtless  a  disproportionate 
inclination  among  readers  for  profit  to  go  to  books  and  themes 
of  the  old  world.  Prof.  Lowell,  in  a' recent  review  of  the  Life 
of  Josiah  Quincy,  gives  a  statement,  which  he  was  perhaps  in  as 
good  a  position  as  any  one  to  make,  to  the  effect  that  ^  it  may 
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y  be  affirmed  that  for  one  cultivated  man  in  this  country, 
studies  American,  there  are  fifty  who  study  European  his- 
,  ancient  and  modern." 

he  use  of  Transactions  of  Learned  Societies  has  grown.  The 
r  departments  have  not  much  varied,  except  that  of  TTsefiil 
Fine  Arts,  which  has  greatly  fluctuated. 
''o  have  no  printed  record  of  the  use  of  books  at  the  Astor 
ary,  except  in  1 860,  and  by  a  comparison,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
B,  it  seems  apparent  that  with  us  the  demand  for  books  in  the 
ul  and  Pine  Arts  and  for  the  Transactions  is  more,  and  for 
lish,  American  and  Gieneral  History  less,  than  at  that  New 
ic  institution.  In  Law  and  Political  Economy,  the  Astor  finds 
iderably  more  readers,  and  Ihis  is  the  department  in  least 
and  with  us,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  existence  of  the  State 
■ary  and  the  Social  Law  Library. 

he  records  of  our  Patent  Room  collection  are  kept  indepen- 
ly,  and  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  the  use  of  it 
pares  with  cither  of  the  other  five  sets  in  the  United  States. 
past  year  197  persons  used  them  for  248  hours;  being  ten 
B  persons  than  the  previous  year,  and  the  same  number  of 
s.  The  fact,  that  at  Manchester  tlie  record  is  by  volumes, 
that  the  specifications  are  bound  separately,  while  with  us 
are  bound  in  groups,  prevents  any  comparison  between 
two. 

That  is  the  Characfeb  op  the  ReADOfa  in  the  Lower 
-L  ?  Your  Committee  have  already  shown  that  it  was  through 
Lower  Hall  the  mass  of  the  people  was  soi^bt  in  the  begin- 
;.  The  preliminary  report  of  1852  contended,  that,  if  the 
t  of  reading  could  be  engendered,  it  would  go  on  improving 
iiaracter.  In  1855,  it  was  thought  there  was  recognizable  a 
and  for  higher  and  higher  classes  of  literature,  and  accord- 
y  the  next  year  the  Trustees  reported  that  they  were  buying 
)T  books  of  mere  amusement  and  more  of  a  higher  kind,  be- 
iag  at  this  time  to  add  some  in  the  fore^  languages.     In 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  47 

1859,  it  was  reported,  that  only  the  best  of  the  lighter  class  of 
literature  was  bought.  The  next  year  there  was  a  marked  falling 
oflF  in  circulation,  but  such  fluctuations  are  as  inevitable  as  they 
sometimes'  are  unaccountable.  At  Manchester  they  have  experi- 
enced it  in  much  wider  range  than  with  us,  and  our  records  gen- 

^  erally  show  a  steady  increase.     At  Manchester  their  circulation 

in  1866  was  no  higher  than  it  was  ten  years  previously,  yet  in 
the  interim  it  had  been  50  per  cent.  more.  The  records  of  the 
British  Museum  show  that  an  institution  like  that  is  by  no  means 
sure  of  a  ateady  hold  upon  the  class  that  consults  its  treasures. 
When  our  circulation  fell  oflf  in  1 860  (the  average  daily  lendings 
dropping  from  588  to  508)  it  was  thought  that  this  effort  to  raise 
the  standard  of  reading,  by  buying  fewer  novels,  together  with 
the  then  recent  opening  of  private  circulating  libraries,  was  the 
cause  of  it;  but  the  next  year's  returns  showed  a  gain  equal  to 
die  previous  loss. 

In  1861,  an  attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of 
readers  sought  for  fiction,  and  two  days  were  selected  for  the 
test.  On  one  there  were  32  per  cent,  and  on  the  other  50  per 
cent,  of  aU  borrowers.  Not  till  the  past  year  has  it  been  pos- 
sible to  reach  any  exact  conclusion  in  the  matter,  since  the  slips 
for  the  183,000  volumes  that  circulated  for  the  year,  are  now 
arranged  so  as  to  show  how  many  times  any  book  was  out.  The 
returns,  as  made,  show  what  the  various  classifications  were  in 

f  this  demand;  but  it  must  not  be  forgottep  that  this  pertains  to 

the  Lower  Hall  solely. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles     .        , 
Libraries,  Collections,  etc. 
Sciences,  Arts,  Professions    . 
Drama,  Foetiy,  Rhetoric,  Belles  Lettres 

Travels 

History  and  Politics      .         •         , 

Biography 

Foreign  Languages         •        •        • 


68-^  per  cent. 

6A 

6A 

4A 

4A 

2A 

8A 

2A 
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The  class,  "  Libraries,  Collections,  etc.,"  includes  snch  sets  as 
Bohn's  Libraries  and  the  like,  and  a  good  proportion  of  its  6  per 
cent,  undoubtedly  belongs  to  Fiction,  so  that  roundly  about  70 
per  cent,  of  the  Lower  Hall  circulation  is  in  the  nature  of  English 
Fiction,  including  in  this,  however,  it  should  always  be  remem- 
bered, a  very  large  share  of  Juvenile  books. 

This  large  proportion  for  a  class  of  literature  that  ordinarily 
includes  so  much  that  is  morbid  and  even  pernicious,  may  alarm 
some  of  the  good  friends  of  the  institution,  but  the  subject  is  not 
to  be  dismissed  without  examination  from  many  points;  and 
your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  although  they  might  wish 
a  diJQTerent  record,  they  must  accept  the  condition  as  arising  from 
the  mental  tendency  of  the  masses  of  the  community ;  and  they 
hope  to  show  that  the  result  with  us  is  no  worse  than  elsewhere, 
and  even  sometimes  creditable  by  comparison. 

A  very  competent  authority  in  1860  (Wm.  Chambers)  classed 
the  cheap  publications  of  Great  Britain,  as  showing  a  montfdy 
issue  of  these  grades  : 

Improving  books         •        .        •        .  843,000 

Exciting  but  not  positively  immoral  books  1,500,000 
Immoral  and  irreligious      .         .         .  80,000 

As  these  books  are  published  for  conunercial  speculation,  it  is 
fair  to  presume  they  hit  the  demand  relatively,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  in  Great  Britain  the  chance  is  about  twice  as  good  for 
selling  an  exciting  but  not  positively  immoral  book,  as  it  is  for 
selling  an  improving  book,  when  they  are  of  the  class  of  cheap 
publications.  The  exciting  class  will  doubtless  find  more 
readers  in  the  household  than  the  improving,  and  it  cannot  be 
too  much  to  say  that  three  will  read  the  exciting  book  to  one  the 
other.  This,  as  we  have  seen,  is  above  the  proportion  of  our  cir- 
culation between  fiction  and  non-fiction,  and  our  readers  are 
doubtless  of  much  the  same  average  class  that  the  cheap  pub- 
lications reach  in  England.  It  may  then  be  taken  as  the  normal 
intellectual  taste  of  that  class;   but  with  us  the  exclusion  of 
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juveniles  ought  fairly  to  be  made,  before  institutiag  a  comparison, 
which  would  then  be  largely  in  our  favor.  The  fact  that  the 
"Fmding  List"  for  fiction  was  the  earliest  printed  the  past 
year,  thereby  meeting  that  class  of  readers  more  openly,  has 
also,  doubtless,  conduced  in  some  degree  to  raise  the  percentage 
of  the  demand  in  this  department. 

Of  course,  as  wo  rise  into  the  more  cultured  classes,  we  find 
the  proportion  of  novels  dwindling,  though  the  "Saturday 
Review  "  not  long  since,  in  giving  its  views  on  the  demand  for 
fiction,  expresses  the  opinion  that  fifty  novels  are  now  read  in 
England,  for  one  that  was  read  at  the  beginning  of  the  century. 
With  the  class  of  our  conamunity  depending  on  the  Boston  Athe- 
nasum,  for  instance,  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  find  that  their 
circulation  of  fiction  is  not  equal  to  ours,  yet  it  cannot  be  very 
greatly  inferior.  Richard  Cumberland,  in  the  "  Observer," 
eighty  or  ninety  years  ago,  testifies  that  it  was  the  surfeit  of 
novels  then  beginning,  that  led  to  the  frequent  establishment  of 
circulating  libraries,  as  a  commercial  speculation,  though  Ramsay, 
in  Edinburgh,  had  begun  one  on  a  small  scale  a  half  century  before. 
Tet^  when  these  institutions  are  adapted  to  the  higher  classes,  as  is 
the  case  with  Mudie's,  in  London,  we  find  that  novels,  though  still 
numerous,  are  not  in  the  majority.  Thus  Mudie,  in  the  ten 
years  ending  1862,  put  upon  his  shelves  960,000  volumes,  or  seven 
I  times  as  many  as  this  building  now  contains.    We  will  compare, 

i  ^  under  a  few  prominent  heads,  the  percentage  of  Mudie's  pur- 

f  chases,  with  our  Lower  Hall  collection  (as  it  stood  in  1860  —  not 

much  changed  relatively  now),  and  with  our  circulation  in  that 
hall  the  past  year ;  it  being  borne  in  mind,  of  course,  that  Mudie 's 
purchases  include  a  large  share  of  such  books  as  we  would  put 
in  our  Bates  Hall. 

CIam.  Hadle.  Lower  Hall.  Qrealation. 

Fiction        .        .        .44  per  cent.  37  per  cent.  75  per  cent. 
History  and  Biography   22       "         21      "  6      " 

Travels  and  Adventure   13       "  9      "  4      " 

Othen         ...  21       "         83      "  15      »» 

7 
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It  will  be  seen  that  our  Trustees  have  catered  less  to  the 
demand  for  fiction,  than  Mudie,  in  his  commercial  spirit,  has 
shown  the  demand  wotld  bear,  with  his  far  higher  class  of 
readers;  notwithstanding  it  is  apparent  that,  with  our  Lower 

_  • 

Hall  readers,  every  volume  of  fiction  will  secure  seventeen 
readers  a  year,  while  every  volume,  not  of  fiction,  will  get  only 
four,  on  an  average. 

It  is  not  easy  to  get  at  any  satisfactory  apportionment  of  our 
frequenters  by  a  social  or  intellectual  gradation,  other  than 
as  the  books  they  take  may  be  the  measure  of  it.  It  was 
thought  that  possibly  the  slight  restrictions  put  upon  the  appli- 
cants in  the  new  registration  now  making,  might  serve  to  qualify 
the  number  already  using  cards,  in  such  a  way  as  to  represent 
a  class  more  eager  to  enjoy  its  better  privileges.  With  that 
idea,  an  examination  was  made  of  all  the  slips,  showing  the 
entire  number  of  books  out  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  after  the 
library  opened  in  September,  but  the  proportion  was  much  the 
same,  or  even  larger,  for  fiction  and  juveniles. 

Mr.  Edwards,  when  he  had  charge  of  the  Manchester  Library, 
after  a  careful  enumeration,  made  out  that  three-fifths  of  its 
frequenters  were  of  the  class  of  artisans,  mill-workers,  opera- 
tives and  their  families,  while  the  other  two-fifths  were  shop- 
keepers, clerks,  teachers,  students,  school-boys,  etc.  It  is  proba- 
ble that,  with  our  frequenters  of  the  Lower  Hall,  much  the  same 
proportion  is  preserved  among  corresponding  classes  in  our 
community.  By  the  reports  of  the  Manchester  Library,  it  is  not 
possible  to  say  what  proportion,  year  by  year,  fiction  has  held  in 
their  circulation,  but  Mr.  Edwards  determined,  in  1857,  that  it 
was  five-eighths  of  the  whole,  which  is  probably  in  excess  of 
what  ours  is  now,  if  our  juveniles  be  thrown  out ;  and  they  have, 
at  Manchester,  a  subordinate  department  for  such  readers,  which 
relieves  of  this  class,  in  a  measure,  the  general  circulation. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  counting  duplicates,  over  one-third  of  our 
Lower  Library  is  fiction  and  juveniles ;  and  if  the  Trustees  were 
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to  make  their  purchases  three-fourths  of  this  class,  according  to 
the  demand,  thus  multiplying  the  copies  of  popular  fiction,  they 
could  much,  and  probably  vastly,  increase  the  aggregate  circula- 
tion ;  but  it  would  inevitably  augment  the  fiction-readers  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  other  readers.  It  is  in  this  way  that  the 
New  York  Mercantile  Library  has  run  up  its  large  circulation, 
even  among  a  class  of  subscription-readers,  which  must  average 
on  a  social  scale  above  ours  at  the  Lower  Hall,  and  which  does 
not  include  readers  of  juveniles.  They  have  latterly  sought  to 
make  their  purchases  meet  the  demand,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  while  in  1851,  27  percent,  of  its  purchases  were  novels,  the 
proportion  has  been  increasing  so  that  it  is  now  full  75  per  cent. 
or  somewhat  more  than  our  circulation  is,  including  juveniles. 
.  Your  Conunittee,  then,  are  not  of  the  opinion  that  this  large 
percentage  of  fiction  with  us,  is  anything  that  need  surprise  or 
alarm  us.  Good  fiction  is  doubtless  salutary,  and  the  general 
character  of  juvenile  literature  is  much  improved  over  what  it 
formerly  was.  That  there  are  some  books  among  the  collection  in 
our  Lower  Hall  which  are  not  of  the  wholesomest,  may  be  allowed ; 
but  a  conscientious  effort  is  made  to  exclude  rigorously  everything 
that  is  of  decidedly  evil  tendency,  and  of  the  half-morbid  sort  to 
allow  but  one,  or  at  most  but  a  very  few  copies.  We  may  say 
that  the  best  novels  are  seldom  read  in  a  way  to  do  the  most 
good ;  but  that  is  a  circumstance  of  course  beyond  any  library^s 
control,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  to  say  in  favor  of  supplying 
the  masses  with  reading  of  even  an  inferior  order  rather  than 
they  should  not  read  at  all.  Some  are  of  the  opinion  that  much 
reading  of  the  lower  grades  will  naturally  conduce  to  over-satisfy 
such  half-formed  or  vitiated  tastes,  and  divert  the  reader  into  more 
wholesome  ways.  There  are  others  who  hold  that  excess  only 
confirms  the  bad  tendency.  We  will  not  judge  between  them. 
It  needs  must  be  that  to  most  minds  of  a  low  intellectual 
culture,  books  must  be  of  a  character  attractive  in  subject  to  that 
grade,  or  they  will  not  be  regarded  at  all.     Once  regarded,  there 
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is  a  fair  chance  of  substituting  for  books  attractive  in  subject, 
those  attractive  in  manner,  thus  leading  to  a  higher  range  of 
subjects.  Take  two  instances :  The  Miihibach  novels  have  no 
great  artistic  or  literary  merit,  but  they  make  history  attractive 
to  an  average  order  of  minds,  and  the  change  from  them  to  an 
attractive  historian  ia  not  too  abrupt  to  bo  easy.  The  Mayne 
Reid  books  —  most  of  them  —  are  exceedingly  entertaining  in 
matters  of  natural  history,  and  show  what  an  advance  has 
been  made  within  a  half  century  in  preparing  science  for  the 
enlightenment  of  the  young.  The  transition  from  such  books  to 
attractive  works  on  science,  say  such  as  Hugh  Miller's,  is  nol 
uncommonly  made.  Your  Committee  look  upon  the  passion  foi 
reading  as  formative,  and,  with  such  influences  as  is  hoped  ma; 
be  at  work  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  family,  capabh 
remunerative  results  even  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale.  Itis  nol 
to  be  expected,  however,  that  this  progressive  betterment  will 
show  itself  in  our  statistics,  for  every  year  a  new  influx  ol 
Pfaders  may  take  the  place  of  those  advancing,  and  preserve  the 
old  ratio.  Indeed,  it  would  not  be  strange,  if  as  our  circulation 
enlarges,  there  is  a  show  of  retrogression.  The  private  circn- 
lating  libraries  are  in  the  way  of  our  greatly  increasing  the 
number  of  our  frequenters  in  the  Lower  Hall  from  the  higher 
classes ;  and  we  must  descend  lower  and  lower  in  the  scale  to 
increase  at  all  beyond  the  natural  growth  of  the  classes  ordina- 
rily frequenting.  Such  a  descent  must  inevitably  tell  upon  the 
character  of  our  circulation. 

Your  Committee  were  desirous  of  ascertaining  by  some  teat 

authors  and  test  books,  the  general  nature  of  this  large  demand 

for  fiction,  which  included  about  138,000  volumes  for  the  year, 

present  first,  a  tabularization  of  some  jmenilea,  showing 

^regate  circulation  of  each  in  volumes. 

Mayne  Reid's  Books 4,903 

Abbott's  Stories 3,521 

Harpers'  Story  Books 2,219 

FrauGonia  Stories 982 
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Andersen's  Tales 

.       890 

Grimm's  Tales 

311 

Florence  Stories 

200 

# 

Carleton's  "  Winning  His  Way  "  . 

183 

Oliver  Optic's  "  All  Aboard  "        .        .        , 

199 

> 

u         u       "Brave  Old  Salt"  . 

120 

«         44       "  Young  Lieutenant "      . 

270 

1 

Every  Boy's  Book 

156 

Boy's  Own  Book 

72 

Swiss  Family  Robinson         .        • 

VO 

Robinson  Crusoe 

55 

Tanglewood  Tales  (Hawthorne)    . 

50 

We  will  next  compare 
number  of  volumes  to  each, 
circulation  per  volume. 


some  popular  novelists,  showing  the 
including  duplicates,  and  the  average 


Author. 

No.  of 

TOlt. 

Aggregate 
circalatloQ. 

Clrenlation 
per  vol. 

Cooper   .        .        .        , 

.     173 

5,460 

32 

Marryat. 

.     116 

3,730 

32 

Simms    .        .        •        . 

.     104 

2,345 

22} 

Dickens  •        .        •        , 

.     206 

8,955 

19 

Thackeray 

.       79 

1,295 

16} 

Charles  Reade 

57 

923 

16 

Lever     .        .        .        , 

126 

2,146 

17 

Scott      .        •        .        . 

.     200 

2,663 

13 

Hawthorne 

63 

722 

11 

Tom  Hughes  • 

43 

449 

10 

Theodore  Winthrop 

22 

210 

9 

Mrs.  Hentz     . 

.      96 

3,875 

35 

Mrs.  Grey 

.      29 

805 

28 

Mrs.  Stowe 

.      50 

980 

20 

Miss  Braddon 

49 

946 

19 

Mrs.  Stephens 

.      33 

630 

19 

Miss  Muloch  • 

.     101 

1,663 

16} 

Miss  Cummins 

28 

379 

18 

Miss  Yonge    . 

143 

1,812 

9 

Mrs.  Charles  . 

40 

850 

9 
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Of  course,  this  return  must  be  taken  cautiously,  as  showing 
the  relative  popularity  of  the  several  authors.  To  be  accurate, 
it  should  be  certain  that  the  Library  is  supplied  with  copies  of 
each  relative  to  the  demand ;  and  regard  must  also  be  had  to 
the  fact,  whether  an  author's  works  are  in  one  or  two  volumes, 
since  the  return  is  by  volumes  and  not  by  books ;  and  with  some 
of  them,  Miss  Braddon,  for  instance,  the  number  of  copies  was 
kept  purposely  less  than  the  demand. 

Some  unexpected  developments  occur  with  regard  to  separate 
books.  Thus,  one  of  Cooper's  least  known  novels  ranks  highest 
of  all  his,  while  the  "  Pioneers,"  which  his  publishers  say  sells 
the  best,  shows  but  little  more  than  half  the  lendings  to  a 
volume. 


Authors. 

No.  vols. 

Total. 

Average 

Cooper.    Miles  W  allingford . 

8 

257 

324 

Stories  of  the  Sea  . 

7 

25» 

37 

Pioneers 

10 

258 

25i 

Marbtat.    Midshipman  Easy 

0 

385 

77 

Privateersman     . 

2 

70 

35 

SiMMS.    Katharine  Walton    . 

9 

207 

23 

Border  Beagles 

4 

131 

33 

Dickens.    Pickwick 

.     20 

386 

19 

Nicholas  Nickleby 

81 

344 

11 

Lever.    Charles  O'Malley     . 

.     12 

273 

22} 

Scott.    Ivanhoe   . 

.     22 

293 

13 

Guy  Mannering 

.     13 

259 

19 

Tales  of  the  Crusaders 

.     12 

144 

12 

Chas.  Reade.     VV  hite  Lies   . 

.       2 

60 

80 

Cloister  and  Hearth 

.     10 

136 

13J 

Very  Hard  Cash 

. 

.       8 

126 

19 

Never  too  Late, 

etc. 

.     23 

223 

10 

Box  Tunnel,  etc. 

. 

I 

26 

26 

Christie  Johnstone 

4 

126 

81 

Peg  Woffington 

• 

2 

61 

3*0 

Cloads  and  Sunshine 

4 

120 

30 

Love  me  Little,  < 

3 

43 

14 
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Anthon. 

No.  voIb. 

Total. 

Average. 

Tom  Hughes.    Rugby  .        .        .        . 

6 

169 

• 

28 

Oxford. 

30 

175 

'  18 

White  Horse 

7 

105 

15 

Tom  Hood.-   Tales        .        .        .        . 

1 

20 

20 

Tylney  Hall      . 

2 

40 

20 

Prose  and  Verse 

1 

13 

13 

Hawthorne.    Scarlet  Letter 

10 

200 

20 

Seven  Gables 

9 

112 

12 

Blithedale  Romance 

7 

100 

14 

Marble  Faun  . 

12 

100 

8 

Twice  Told  Tales  . 

.     16 

85 

5 

Old  Manse     . 

1 

75 

75 

D.  6.  Mitchell.    Dr.  Johns 

4 

56 

14 

Other  Books     • 

.     16 

107 

6« 

LoKOFELLOW.    Hyperiou 

8 

70 

8f 

Kavenagh 

5 

36 

n 

Theo.  Winthrop.    Cecil  Dreeme . 

9 

88 

10 

John  Brent     . 

9 

60 

7 

Canoe  and  Saddle  . 

1 

41 

41 

Edwin  Brothertofb 

.       2 

21 

10 

Trowbridge.    Neighbor  Jackwood 

.     14 

420 

30 

Cndjo's  Cave 

.       6 

212 

85i 

Miss  Cummins.    Mabel  Vaughan  . 

9 

187 

21 

El  Fureidis . 

.     11 

100 

9 

Lamplighter 

8 

75 

25 

Haunted  Heaits  • 

.       5 

17 

3 

Mrs.  HEin.*z.    Rena 

9 

279 

31 

Planter's  Northern  Bride 

.     14 

400 

29 

Ernest  Linwood 

.     13 

•     371 

^^, 

Mrs.  (tKf.y.    Flirt 

.       2 

182 

91 

Miss  Mulooh.    John  Halifax 

.     12 

241 

20 

Christian's  Mistake 

.       8 

184 

23 

Miss  Tonge.    Heir  of  RedclifTe    . 

.     19 

205 

11 

Daisy  Chain  . 

.    32 

144 

4i 

Ben  Sylvester 

.     10 

60 

6 

I 
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Take  some  single,  long-established  loorks  of  fiction : 

DonlQuixote 96 

Gil  Bias    ........    68 

Gulliver's  Travels      .        .        .        .        .        .92 

Paul  and  Virginia 35 

Tristram  Shandy 21 

Vicar  of  Wakefield 75 

Miss  Barney's  Evelina,  9  vols 245 

Undine 43 

Ficciola 18 

Take,  now,  a  few  good  or  popular  books  of  recent  years  which 
may  be  presumed  to  have  lost  their  freshness : 

William  Ware's  Tales 160 

Lavengro         .         .         .         .         .         .         .22 

Potiphar  Papers 20 

Elsie  Venner 300 

Caxtons 66 

Lowell's  New  Priest 8 

Pique 140 

Amber  Gods 18 

Alton  Locke 33 

Vivian  Grey .16 

J.  P.  Kennedy's  books 180 

Typee 40 

Charles  Auchester 77 

Naomi 46 

Jane  Eyre 181 

Coningsby 12 

Sam  Slick 39 

Out  of  His  Head 35 

A  few  of  the  more  ephemeral  type : 

Dunn  Browne .        .        .        •        •        .        .30 

Artemas  Ward 95 

Verdant  Green 45 
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We  turn,  now,  to  the  remaining  quarter  of  our  circulation, 
covering  other  books  than  fiction.  The  circulation  of  French, 
German  and  Italian  books  was  5,064,  and  these  authors  are 
noted: 

Dudevant  (Greorge  Sand)         .        .        .        .11 

Victor  Hugo 208 

Goethe 838 

Kotzebue 217 

Schiller *  .        .262 


Richter  in  English  translations  : 


Gampaner  Thai 
Levana    •   -     • 
Titan      . 
Walt  and  Vult 


5 

14 
17 
16 


Poetry,  Jjrama,  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres  circulated  8,750 ;  and 
these  are  noted : 


Tennyson,  12  vols. 

.     124,  or  10  each 

Longfellow,  44  vols. 

.    429,  or  10  each 

Whittier,  6  vols.    . 

91,  or  15  each 

Clough  .        .        .        »        . 

4 

Shakespeare  .        .        .        . 

.     545 

Bell's  Theatre 

.     859 

Minor  Drama 

.     757 

r 


Sciences,  Arts,  Professions,  etc.,  circulated  12,250  vols.;  and 
these  are  noted  in  Domestic  Economy  and  Agriculture : 


Mrs.  Hale's  Cook  Book,  4  copies 
Mrs.  Putnam's  Cook  Book,  1  copy 
Mackenzie's  Receipts,  4  copies. 
Inquire  Within,  2  copies   . 
$600  a  Year,  1  copy  . 
How  I  Managed  My  Children,  4  copies 
Copeland's  Landscape  Gardening,  2  copies 
How  to  Get  a  Farm,  2  copies    . 
8 


4 

12 

50 

16 

4 

8 

6 

8 
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How  to  Farm  Profitably,  1  copy  ...  3 
Ten  Acres  Enough,  2  copies  •  .  .  .17 
Allen's  Grape  Culture,  8  copies  .  .  .15 
Rand's  Parlor  Gardener,  1  copy  .  .  .16 
Downing's  Landscape,  etc.,  3  copies .        .        .25 

Traveh  circulated  8,837 ;  and  these  are  noted : 

Kane's  Arctic  Explorations,  23  vols.          .        .  205 

Livingstone's.  Africa,  11  vols 58 

Burton's  Travels,  8  vols 16 

Speke's  Africa,  1  vol 13 

B.  Taylor's  books,  28  vols 141 

Eothen 7 

Crescent  and  Cross 14 

Fletcher's  Brazil 20 

History  and  Politics  circulated  5,425 ;  and  there  are  noted 

Froude's  England,  40  vols 154 

Motley's  Histories,  24  vols 125 

Prescott's  Histories,  101  vols 323 

Abbott's  Histories,  10  vols 64 

Bancroft,  67  vols 137 

Headley's  Histories,  2  vols 14 

Carlyle's  Frederick,  10  vols 21 

Parkman's  Pontiac 14 

Parkman's  Pioneers 2 

Benton's  Thirty  Years,  2  vols 12 

These  of  local  interest : 

Frothingham's  Siege  of  Boston 
Drake's  Boston. 
Barry's  Massachusetts,  3  vols. 
Wells'  Samuel  Adams,  3  vols. 
Loring's  Boston  Orators 

These  connected  with  the  late  war 

Nichols'  Great  March 9 

Miles  O'Reilly 42 


42 
34 

8 
2 

7 
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Semines'  Cruise 

Ck>fBii'8  Four  Years'  Fighting     . 
Greeley's  American  Conflict,  2  vols. 
Youth's  History  of  the  Rebellion 
Barnard's  Peninsular  Campaign 

These  few  theological  or  similar  works : 

£cce  Homo,  4  copies 
Ecce  Deus,  4  copies  . 
Renan's  Jesus,  4  copies     . 
Cumming's  books 
Spurgeon's  books,  5  copies 
Ingraham's  Pillar  of  Fire  • 
Ingraham's  House  of  David 
Pilgrim's  Progress     . 
Essays  and  Reviews  . 

These  few  miscellaneous : 


37 
8 
22 
20 
22 


84 
15 
89 
85 
14 
10 
15 
18 
13 


Dana's  Idle  Man 

Thoreau's  Walden 

Catlin's  Indians 

Webster's  "Works 

John  Adams'  Works 

Harper's  Monthly,  (bound  volumes)  . 

Gnerin's  Journal 

Oehlenschlager's  Correggio,  (Eng.  transl.) 


.  20 
.    54 

8 
.     82 

9 
2,787 
.  13 
.    16 


It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  these  statistics  pertain  to  the 
Lower  Hall  solely ;  and  some  of  the  works  designated  may  also  be 
found  in  the  Bates  Hall.  Your  Committee  cannot  but  see  that 
here  are  the  means,  through  this  record  of  slips,  of  apportioning 
supply  in  duplicates  to  demand,  better  than  were  at  hand  before 
this  new  system  was  put  in  practice. 

Is  THE  Readixo  Boom  Well-manaoed  and  Sufficientlt 
Supplied  ?  Until  the  past  year  there  has  never  been  any  trust- 
worthy record  kept  of  the  use  of  this  department     The  new 
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system  of  delivering  periodicals  on  application,  while  it  debars 
some  from  a  rapid  survey  of  all  as  they  lie  upon  tables,  works 
advantageously  for  the  greater  number,  secures  order,  and  pro- 
tects the  property  from  mutilation  and  loss,  to  a  degree  not  pos- 
sible by  any  system  of  espionage.  It  has,  accordingly,  been  safe 
to  add  duplicates  freely,  and  of  13  periodicals  we  now  have  53 
copies,  and  195  single  copies  of  other  periodicals,  making  208 
in  all.  The  Reading  Room  was  opened  in  1859  with  140.  The 
present  number  is  divided  by  languages : 

English 141 

French 39 

German 27 

Italian  .        .  - 1 

And  by  classes : 

Scientific 85 

Literary 68 

Religious 18 

Illustrated  and  foreign  newspapers       .        .  12 

Commercial 9 

Fashions      .......  6 

Illustrated  Magazine 3 

Juveniles 3 

Fine  Arts 3 

Diplomacy 1 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  91,832  readers  of  peri- 
odicals and  reference  books,  and  of  this  number  12,348  were 
females.  It  shows  something  of  the  different  constitution  of  so- 
ciety, that  of  the  71,353  readers  in  the  corresponding  department 
at  Manchester,  but  288  were  females.  The  average  number  of 
readers  daily  the  past  year  was  254,  and  283  magazines  were 
read  on  an  average  daily  for  the  289  days  the  room  was  open. 
Some  60  persons,  mostly  strangers,  enter  the  room  daily,  out  of 
curiosity. 
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Can  Antthino  more  be  done  to  guard  the  Books  from  Mu- 
tilation AND  Loss  ?  Mr.  Ticknor,  in  the  preliminary  report  of 
1 852,  in  sketching  out  a  plan  for  the  Library,  novel  in  some  impor- 
tant respects  for  a  public  institution,  and  which  is  substantially 
the  basis  upon  which  it  is  administered  to-day,  urged  strongly  the 
desirability  and  probable  safety  of  circulating  the  books  freely 
among  certain  classes  of  our  community  ( where  the  class  bore 
with  it  a  kind  of  responsibility),  without  any  surety  but  their  per- 
sonal recognizance ;  but  contemplated  that  it  might  become  neces- 
sary in  ordinary  cases  to  require  some  pecuniary  guaranty.  The 
firee  libraries  in  England,  which  were  about  that  time  starting, 
under  the  Parliamentary  acts  of  1850,  were  requiring  this  as  a 
condition,  before  their  privileges  were  accorded  to  a  citizen ;  and 
they  have  retained  it  without  any  apparent  check  upon  their 
usefulness,  and  with  much  greater  security  to  their  property, 
than  we  have  enjoyed.  Still,  the  experiment  of  a  freer  library 
than  the  world  had  ever  known,  was  not,  perhaps,  an  ill-timed 
one,  and,  for  a  while,  it  was  thought  to  have  been  an  un- 
varying success,  and,  to  this  day,  no  pecuniary  voucher  is  de- 
manded. 

A  few  books  were  reported  lost,  at  first,  in  Mason  Street,  and 
the  number  had  increased,  until  the  last  year  in  that  place,  it 
was  two  hundred  for  the  year.  Still,  it  was  thought  there  had 
been  no  wantonness.  Li  1857,  we  began  to  hear  of  mutilations, 
with  hints  at  future  stringency.  The  next  year,  it  was  thought 
some  degree  of  wantonness  was  discoverable.  The  first  year 
in  the  present  building  (1859),  one  hundred  and  thirty  were 
reported  lost;  of  these,  forty- two  were  subsequently  recovered, 
leaving  eighty-eight  unaccounted  for.  It  increased  yearly,  until 
it  had  got  to  be  annually  between  five  and  six  hundred,  when,  at 
the  beginning  of  last  year,  some  check  was  put  upon  it  by  issu- 
ing new  cards  and  recalling  the  old  ones.  Still,  for  the  past 
year,  four  hundred  and  sixty  volumes  are  reported  missing,  and 
of  these,  two  hundred  and  ten  are  charged  to  borrowers,  who 
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'  he  found  or  traced  at  the  addresses  they  gave,  leaving 
nference  of  premeditated  frand. 
I  this  a  measure  of  the  vanton  damage  to  the  books, 
ns  and  defacements  are  becoming  common.  In  1862, 
rintendent  reported,  that,  in  his  jn^ment,  more  was  to 
from  this  evil  than  from  loss ;  and  in  successive  reports 
$en  dwelt  upon,  and  the  time  predicted  when  stricter 
an  of  the  delivery  would  be  necessary.  There  was 
no  adequate  remedy  for  this  kind  of  iiigury  when  dis- 
uid  it  was  hardly  possible  with  the  force  at  command 
I  a  sixth  port  of  the  books  returned.  Last  winter  the 
'  law  to  meet  such  cases  of  mntilation  and  defaeemeDt 
led  by  the  Legislature ;  and  the  statutes  of  the  Com- 
th  now  afford  a  wholesome  remedy  in  discoverable 

sses  from  wear  and  tear,  if  actually  done  in  good  ser- 
tte  no  unpleasant  inferences.  Not  a  few  books  come 
ibrary's  possession  partly  worn.  While  in  Mason  Street 
i  reported  worn  oat ;  and  since  the  library  has  been  in 
nt  buildii^,  the  number  worn  out  must  have  averaged 
ly.    The  ratio  will  of  course  increase  as  the  books  are 

use.  During  the  past  year  over  4,800  volumes  have 
er  rebound  or  had  their  bindings  repaired,  a  small  por- 
A'hich  belonged  to  the  Bates  Hall.  Your  Committee 
am  that  this  absolute  wearing  out  of  books  is  anything 
1  ought  to  be  expected.  Comparing  our  experience  with 
anehester,  there  seems  to  be  something  in  our  favor,  pro- 
course,  the  same  degree  of  damage  condemns  a  book  in 
iries.  Thus  the  a^regate  circulation  at  Manchester  for 
ive  years  was  about  the  same  as  ours  for  the  first  three 
the  present  building,  and  while  at  Mancl^ester  800  vol- 
■e  reported  worn  out,  with  us  it  was  less  than  500.  A 
novel  usually  wears  out  two  or  three  strong  bindings 

is  condemned.     Some  estimates  can  be  made  of  the 
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wear,  from  the  fact  that  one  person  is  employed  most  of  the  time 
in  renewing  the  paper  covers  on  the  Lower  Hall  books. 

The  total  number  of  missing  and  worn  out  books  has  been 
about  6,700  volumes  from  the  beginning ;  and  this,  on  an  aggre- 
gate circulation  of  2,000,000,  is  only  something  over  one-third 
of  one  per  cent.,  which  is  not  excessive  certainly.  This  amount 
of  loss  is  ahnost  exactly  the  same  that  the  records  of  the  New 
York  Mercantile  Library  show  it  to  have  sustained,  on  the  same 
number  of  volumes,  during  its  career. 

What  proportion  of  this  number  can  be  put  down  to  abso- 
lute theft  or  books  unaccounted  for,  it  is  not  easy  to  ascer- 
tain ;  but  your  Committee  see  by  the  records  that  this  most  dis- 
graceful kind  of  loss  is  increasing  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  cir- 
culation, which  is  now  only  30  per  cent,  more  than  it  was  in 
1 859,  while  the  loss  in  unaccounted-for  books,  on  the  best  data  that 
can  be  found,  is  something  like  300  per  cent.  more.  This  increase 
does  not  probably  show  a  relative  increase  of  offenders,  since  a 
few,  by  observing  the  impunity  with  which  it  could  be  done, 
would  naturally  enlarge  their  range  of  depredations.  The  refer- 
ence books  around  the  desks  in  the  Bates  Hall  and  the  Beading 
Boom  are  open  to  the  inroads  of  a  class  of  thieves,  known  to  the 
police,  to  exist  in  fraternities,  so  that  books  stolen  from  libraries 
and  shops  in  one  large  city,  are  transmitted  to  their  fellows  in 
another  to  be  disposed  of.  These  practices  are  in  no  small 
d^ree  doing  a  work  of  demoralization,  which  every  consider- 
ation of  justice  and  well-being  requires  to  be  checked. 

To  do  this  without  temporarily  curtailing  the  cu-culation  were, 
perhaps,  not  easy.  The  example  of  Manchester  showed,  that 
where  considerable  restraint  had  been  put  at  the  start  and  con- 
sistently kept  up,  a  large  circulation  could  be  maintained.  Your 
Committee  know  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  impose  restraints  at 
a  late  day ;  but  they  believe  it  is  never  too  late  to  do  right ;  and 
the  public  will  be  sure  to  see  that  by  right-doing  their  privileges 
are  more  fully  protected  than  ever. 
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At  Manchester  they  require  two  pecuniary  vouchers  among 
the  rate-payers,  renewed  every  five  years,  for  each  applicant. 
On  the  same  circulation  as  ours  in  1865-6,  they  lost  but  fifty-six 
volumes,  and  they  were  all  replaced  —  thirty-three  by  the  bor- 
rowers, and  twenty-three  by  the  guarantors.  Beside  this  they 
enforce  pecuniary  satisfaction  for  mutilations  and  defacements. 

Your  Committee  understand  that  in  the  new  registration  now 
in  progress  each  applicant  is  required  to  give  two  referees,  who 
can,  if  need  be,  verify  his  statements.  By  this  means,  several 
irregularities  that  might  have  caused  confusion  and  loss,  have 
been  discovered  and  guarded  against.  Your  Committee  believe 
this  restraint  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  trust  that  it  will  not  be 
found  necessary  to  go  to  the  limit  employed  at  Manchester ;  but 
they  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  this .  community  should 
assert  its  right  to  be  called  quite  as  orderly  as  any  other;  and 
if  that  pre-eminence  can  only  be  secured  by  the  pecuniary 
vouchers,  they  should  be  required. 

In  the  Bates  Hall  the  loss  has  not  as  yet  been  great.  There 
were  reported  last  year  as  lost  since  the  opening  in  1862,  43; 
and  of  these  10  have  been  recovered;  and  18  have  been  added 
to  this  number  during  the  past  year,  some  of  which  will  doubt- 
less be  found,  so  that  the  total  now  gone  from  the  shelves  is  51, 
beside  48  charged  to  borrowers  and  not  yet  returned. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  bespeak  for  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  from  all  quarters,  a  continuation 
of  that  enlightened  interest,  which  has  in  the  past  been  bestowed 
upon  it  with  a  success,  that  is  both  gratifying  to  this  community, 
and  a  source  of  admiration  with  strangers. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JUSTIN  wmsoR. 

ALFONSO  BOWMAN. 
CHAS.  W.  FREELAND. 
C.  D.  ROMANS. 
HERMAN  J.  WARNER. 

R.  C.  WATERSTON. 

Public  Library,  Nov.  11th,  1867. 


[B] 
REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Pvblic  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen:  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  By- 
Laws,  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  jou  a  Beport  upon  the  condition 
and  increase  of  the  Library  for  the  year  ending  September  1, 
1867, 

Li  consequence  of  the  facilities  furnished  by  the  new  method 
of  recording  loans,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  to  you 
immediately  after  the  close  of  the  year  ending  July  31, 1867,  the 
annual  statistics  respecting  the  growth  and  use  of  the  Library 
which  heretofore  could  only  be  partially  obtained  two  or  three 
months  later.  These  statistics  have  given  to  the  Committee  of 
Citizens  appointed  to  examine  the  Library,  much  better  means  of 
knowing  accurately  and  fully  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
institution,  than  any  of  their  predecessors  had  eiyoyed.  In  their 
Seport  will  be  found  a  systematic  analysis  of  these  figures,  and 
deductions  from  them  of  great  importance. 


INCREASE   OF 

THE  COLLECTIONS. 

Li  Both  Halls. 

Booki.             Fftmphlete. 

OtlMr  articlM. 

Presented    • 

1,465            7,769 

88 

Purchased    • 

7,895               104 

By  Exchange 

837                  4 

Total  of  Acce8si<Hi8  • 

9 

9,197            7,877 

88 
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Whole  number  of  donors,  300. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  donors  is  appended  to  this  Report,  and 
marked  [AA]. 

It  will  be  understood  that  some  of  the  books  added — ^most  of 
them  donations — are  duplicates,  and  that  many  of  the  pamphlets 
have  been  bound  and  placed  on  the  shelves  as  books,  and  a 
large  number  of  books  lost  and  worn  out  since  the  opening  of 
the  Library  have  not  been  replaced ;  consequently  the  accessions 
for  the  year  cannot  be  added  to  the  aggregate  reported  last 
year,  in  order  to  find  the  present  extent  of  the  collection. 

Among  the  donations  for  the  year  are  several  which  should  be 
particularly  mentioned. 

The  Hon.  William  Gray  presented  at  one  time  417  volumes, 
many  of  them  works  of  importance,  besides  pamphlets  and  sev- 
eral large  maps  and  plans  of  special  value. 

William  Everett,  Esq.,  presented,  besides  several  valuable 
books,  6,829  pamphlets,  some  of  them  of  much  rarity,  collected 
by  his  late  honored  and  lamented  father. 

The  children  of  the  late  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy  have  given  to  the 
Library  a  large  number  of  the  early  Public  Documents  of  the 
United  States  Government,  bound  in  128  volumes  folio  and  octavo, 
collected  as  they  were  published,  by  their  father,  with  indexes 
and  notes  in  his  own  handwriting.  The  importance  of  this  col- 
lection to  the  Public  Library  is  very  great.  The  set  presented 
by  Mr.  Everett  was  perhaps  the  very  best  in  the  country.  He 
commenced  it  in  the  earliest  days  of  his  public  life,  and  spared 
neither  money  nor  time  to  make  it  complete.  But  before  his  day 
a  large  number  of  these  documents  were  quite  beyond  reach.  It 
is  these  earliest  and  scarcest  of  the  government  publications 
which  Mr.  Quincy,  with  characteristic  foresight  and  care,  gath- 
ered and  guarded,  and  which  his  children  have  now  most  worth- 
ily placed  where  they  may  add  to  the  many  permanent  memorials 
of  the  public  spirit  and  high  intelligence  of  their  father. 

A  bust  of  Mr.  Everett,  by  Thomas  Ball,  was  presented  to  the 
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city  by  the  subscribers  to  the  Everett  statue,  with  the  request 
that  it  should  be  deposited  in  the  Public  Library.  It  is  placed 
in  the  Lower  room,  now  devoted  to  works  of  art. 

A  bust  of  J.  Lothrop  Motley,  by  Richard  S.  Greenough,  has  also 
been  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  and  has  been  placed 
most  appropriately  with  the  bust  of  Mr.  Everett. 

The  accessions  to  the  Bates  Hall  for  the  year  may  be  generally 
classified  by  subjects  as  follows.  The  classification  is,  however, 
of  books  as  they  now  stand  upon  the  shelves.  It  does  not  include 
those  books  which  are  necessarily  placed  by  themselves,  such  as 
the  Bowditch,  Parker,  and  Prince  Libraries.  The  divisions  in 
the  Lower  Hall  are  not  given.  It  is  known,  however,  that  they 
are,  all  of  them,  of  the  popular  class  of  books,  and  most  of  them 
in  the  English  language. 

The  whole  number  of  books  placed  during  the  year  in  the 
Lower  Hall,  is  3,002. 

Clasnfication  of  Accessions  in  the  Bates  HdU^  1866-67. 

Cyclopaedias,  etc. 24  vols. 

Bibliography  and  Literary  History        .        .        .        .  170  " 

Geaeral  Histoiy  and  Greography 170  " 

American  History  and  Literature        ...»  515  ^' 

English  History  and  Literature 493  " 

French  History  and  Literature 188  " 

Italian  History  and  Literature 87  ^^ 

German  History  and  Literature 228  '^ 

Greek  and  Latin  Classics  and  Philology        .                 .  190  '^ 
History  and  Literature  of  other  countries  of  Europe 

and  Asia 214  " 

Periodicals  and  Transactions  of  Learned  Societies        .  314  " 

Theology  and  Ecclesiastical  History     ....  968  *^ 

Metaphysics  and  the  Social  Sciences     .        .        .        .  185  '^ 

Jurisprudence 145  ** 

Political  Economy 79  ** 

Medical  Science 370  '« 
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Natural  History 155  vols 

Mathematics  and  the  Physical  Sciences         .        .        .    812  ^^ 

UseftilArts.      ' 96  " 

Fine  Arts •.        .        .        .     197  " 

6,100  " 

Prince  Library 1,952  '^ 


Totel 7,052 


C( 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  recent  publica- 
tions included  among  the  accessions : 

English  books  printed  in  Great  Britain,      685  volumes* 

"  "      printed  in  America,  1,154       " 

"  "      printed  on  the  Continent,      104       " 

Foreign 589        « 

2,482  Yolumes. 
uplicates 97       " 

2,529  yolumes. 

The  Trustees  have,  by  a  standing  invitation,  —  often  repub- 
lished,—  requested  persons  wishing  books  which  they  could  not 
find  in  the  Library,  to  ask  for  them  by  filling  blanks  furnished 
for  the  purpose ;  and  the  promise  has  been  made  that  such  books 
shall,  unless  there  is  some  special  reason  to  the  contrary,  be 
purchased  as  soon  as  possible.  The  number  of  these  requests 
has  increased  latterly  from  year  to  year.  It  frequently  happens 
that  persons  ask  for  books  already  in  the  Library.  In  such 
cases  they  are  immediately  informed  of  the  fact  through  the 
mail.  When  a  book  asked  for  has  been  procured,  the  applicant 
receives  immediate  notice,  and  is  told  that  the  volume  will  be 
retained  five  days  subject  to  his  order. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  books  asked  for  dur- 
ing each  month  of  the  last  year,  the  number  of  them  which  were 
found  to  be  already  upon  the  shelves,  and  the  numl)er  prooured : 
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Dftt0. 

No.  asked  for. 

No.  !n  LlVy. 

No.  we'd 

1866.   August      ....       7 

3 

"       September , 

.     17 

5 

8 

"      October 

.     42 

11 

20 

**      November . 

.     46 

10 

25 

"      December  . 

.     36 

8 

18 

1867.  January 

.     51 

12 

27 

'*      February  , 

.     92 

14 

55 

"      March 

.     62 

7 

45 

"      April 

.     67 

6 

35 

"      May  . 

.     22 

8 

5 

"      June . 

.     51 

9 

12 

"      July  . 

.     53 

5 

7 

546 


95 


260 


PRESESrr  EXTENT  OF  THE  COLLECTIONS. 

The  Library  contained  by  shelf-lists  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1867: 


In  the  Bates  Hall 
In  the  Lower  Hall 

Total 


The  books  in  the  Bates  Hall  comprise : 

The  general  Library,  classified  by  subjects 

The  Bowditch  Library,  kept  by  itself   . 

The  Parker  Library,  kept  by  itself 

The  Prince  Library,  kept  by  itself 

Sale  Duplicates  not  located  . 

Books  not  located  Aug.  1,  1867,  (all  located  since) 


110,782 
25,199 

135,981 


87,557 
2,542 

11,721 
1,952 
5,332 
1,678 

110,782 

The  dauificcUum  of  the  books  by  subjects,  is,  in  the  Bates 
HaU: 

Cyolopsedias 1,054  vols. 

Bibliography  and  Literary  History  ....      2,585    '^ 
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History  and  Geography 3,070  vols. 

American  History  and  Literature     ....  9,339  " 

English  History  and  Literature        ....  11,049  " 

French  History  and  Literature         ....  5,983  " 

Italian  History  and  Literature  .        .        .        .4,679  " 

German  History  and  Literature        ....  3,486  ** 

Greek  and  Latin  Classics  and  Philology  .        .        .  3,072  " 
History  and  Literature  of  other  countries  of  Europe 

and  Asia 2,707  " 

Periodicals  and  Transactions  of  Learned  Societies  .  10,458  ^^ 

Theology  and  Ecclesiastical  History         .        .         .  7,962  " 

Metaphysics,  Ethics,  and  the  Social  Sciences            .  2,820  '^ 

Political  Economy 671  " 

Jurisprudence 2,014  " 

Medical  Science 4,405  *^ 

Natural  History       .        .        .        .        .         .        .  3,925  " 

Mathematics  and  the  Physical  Sciences    .        .         .  4,556  *^ 

Useful  Arts 877  " 

Fine  Arts 2,557  " 

Miscellaneous  pamphlets 387  ^* 

87,656  vols. 
From  which  deduct  books  not  at  present  on  the  shelves  99    *' 

87,557  vols. 

This  classification  does  not  include  the  Parker,  Bowditch,  and 
Prince  Libraries. 

With  regard  to  the  numbers  assigned  to  the  Lower  Hall,  it 
was  remarked  last  year  in  my  Report,  that  the  enumeration  in- 
cluded all  the  books  which  from  the  beginning  had  been  placed 
there.  The  enumeration  was,  however,  taken  from  the  shelf-lists, 
without  regard  to  the  lost  and  replaced  books,  of  which  it  was 
then  impossible  to  give  any  satisfactory  statement.  It  was  added, 
that  when  the  re-organization,  at  that  time  only  commenced,  should 
be  completed,  a  more  exact  enumeration  would  be  made,  which 
would  doubtless  show  a  considerably  diminished  number.     This 
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year  I  am  able  to  report  the  figares  after  the  revision.  It  Tdll  be 
seen,  that,  although  3,002  volumes  have  been  placed  during  the 
year  in  the  Lower  library,  the  present  number  of  books  is  actu- 
ally 167  less  than  the  number  reported  last  year.  It  thus  appears 
that  3,169  books,  lost  or  worn  out  during  the  nine  years  since  the 
library  was  first  opened  to  the  public,  have  not  been  replaced. 

The  following  table  represents  the  present  classification  of  the 
books  by  subjects  in  the  Lower  Hall: 

No.  on  shelvot. 

Theology,  Moral  and  Intellectual  Science,  Education      .  1,488 

Jurisprudence,  Political  Science    ....          .  270 

liedicine.  Mathematics,  Physics  and  Natural  Sciences  1^705 

Useful  and  Fine  Arts,  Military  and  Naval  Art  and  Sciences  599 

American  History  and  Politics 1,023 

Foreign  History  and  Politics           .     •   .        .        .        .  1,333 

Poetry,  Drama,  Oratory  and  Rhetoric     ....  2,268 

Fiction  and  Juvenile  Works 7,165 

Biography 2,342 

Travels 1,897 

Libraries,  (Bohns,  etc.)  Collections,  Periodicals,  etc.     .  2,621 

German  Books 1,137 

Italian  Books         . 221 

French  Books 1,043 

Books  of  Reference  in  the  Reading  Room       •        .        •  87 

25,199 

The  number  of  Pamphlets  reported,  1866    •     36,566 
"        "        added  by  purchase,  1867    .     .  108 

"        "  "      "   donation,  1867     .     .       7,769 

Total 44,443 

This  enumeration  includes  all  the  pamphlets  which  have  been 
reported  as  added  to  the  Library  &om  the  beginning.  But  more 
than  6000  have  been  bound  either  separately  or  in  volumes  con- 
taining several  pamphlets  each.    By  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
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• 

remainder  are  duplicates  or  odd  numbers  of  magazines  and 
legislative  documents,  or  publications  of  little,  if  of  any,  value. 
The  whole  collection  should  be  revised,  and  every  pamphlet 
of  which  another  copy  exists  in  the  Library,  or  which  is  not 
esteemed  of  value,  be  no  longer  included  in  the  enumeration. 
Although  much  has  been  done,  it  has  been  impossible,  with  ihe 
force  employed  in  the  Library,  to  do  all  that  is  required  for  the 
proper  care  of  the  pamphlets ;  and  the  place,  where  of  neces- 
sity they  are  kept,  is  insufficient  and  extremely  inconvenient. 

The  Sale  Du  licatesj  August,  1866,  were     .        .        .  5,141  vols. 

'*        added,  1866-67,  mostly  donations       714    " 


5,855  vols. 
Duplicates  disposed  of,  1866-67  •        .        .        •      523     '^ 

Total  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  Library    5,332  vols. 


USE   OF   THE  LIBRABT. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  two  or  three  thousand 
volumes  at  a  time  have  during  the  year  been,  in  the  Lower  Hall, 
retained  &om  circulation  in  order  to  prepare  the  Finding  Lists, 
we  have  to  report  a  more  extensive  use  of  the  books  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

In  the  Bates  Hall  were  lent  for  home  use,       13,696  vols. 
In  the  Lower  Hall       ....        183,714    " 


Total  for  home  use      .        .        .        197,410  vols. 
Add  books  used  in  the  >Bates  Hall         .  11,553    ^' 


208,963  vols. 

The  Library  was  open  277  days. 

The  average,  therefore,  of  books  used  each  day  was  754.37 

Of  which,  used  in  Bates  Hall       •        .        .        .        91.98 

The  greatest  circulation  on  any  one  day  was  on  the  23d  of 
February,  when  1,813  books  were  given  out,  and  in  the  Lower 
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Hall  1^411  returned;  a  circulation  lai^r  by  nearly  three 
hundred  than  on  any  previous  day  in  the  history  of  the  Library. 

These  figures  do  not  represent  the  use  of  the  books  of  refer- 
ence in  the  Bates  Hall,  nor  in  the  Beading  Room,  nor  the  use  of 
large  numbers  of  books  for  extensive  researches,  often  permitted 
on  especial  applications,  nor  the  use  of  the  specifications  of 
English  Patents  which  have  been  consulted  during  the  year  by 
197  persons,  248  hours. 

The  following  table  represents  the  percentage  of  use^  of  the 
various  classes  of  books  in  the  Bates  Hall : 


Bibliography 

General  History  and  Literature 
American  History  and  Literature  . 
English  History  and  Literature 
French  History  and  Literature 
Italian  History  and  Literature        • 
German  History  and  Literature 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics 
Oriental  History  and  Literature 

Periodicals 

Transactions  of  Learned  Societies 
Theology,  Ethics,  and  Education  • 
Jurisprudence,  Government,  Political  Economy 

Medicine 

Natural  History 

Mathematical  and  Physical  Sciences  -  . 
Fine  and  Useftil  Arts  •  *  .  . 
Miscellaneous        .        •        .    •  • 


1  per 

cent. 

S 

(& 

12 

44 

20 

44 

7 

44 

8 

44 

4 

44 

3 

44 

4 

44 

7 

4C 

7 

44 

4 

44 

2 

44 

6 

44 

8 

44 

8 

44 

5 

44 

1 

44 

As  compared  with  the  table  for  the  preceding  year,  this  shows 
an  increase  pf  4  per  cent,  in  American  History  and  Literature,  of 
2  per  cent  in  English  History  and  Literature,  and  of  Transactions 
of  Learned  Societies,  and  of  German  History,  and  of  1  per  cent. 
in  French  History  and  Literature  and  in  the  Mathematical  and 
Physical  Sciences ;  and  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent,  in  the  use  of 

10 
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Periodicals,  3  per  cent,  in  the  Useful  and  Fine  Arts,  2  per  cent, 
each  in  Medicine  and  Bibliography,  and  1  per  cent,  in  Miscella- 
neous books. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  Library  was  opened  to  the  public, 
we  have  been  able  to  obtain  full  and  exact  statistics  respecting 
the  use  of  books  in  the  Lower  Hall.  The  record-slips  of  books 
borrowed  and  returned  are  all  preserved  in  the  order  of  their 
shelf-numbers,  and  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  books 
on  every  subject  borrowed,  and  the  number  of  times  each  book 
has  been  lent.  These  slips  ftirnish  a  resource  never  before  pos- 
sessed for  ascertaining  the  real  wants  of  the  public,  and  the 
directions  in  which  the  Library  may  be  made  more  useful.  The 
Examining  Committee  have,  with  much  care  and  minuteness, 
attended  to  the  details  thus  furnished,  and  in  their  Report  have 
presented  elaborate,  instructive  and  interesting  results  and 
deductions.  The  importance  to  the  future  usefulness  of  the 
Library  must  be  great.  The  facts  will,  some  of  them,  perhaps, 
be  unexpected ;  but  they  are  facts  and  should  be  known,  and 
their  bearing  and  tendency  should  be  carefully  considered,  as 
they  fortunately  have  been  by  the  Committee. 

I  will  merely  present,  in  this  place,  the  general  classification  of 
the  Loans  in  the  Lower  Hall,  and  refer  to  the  ample  details  in 
the  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee. 

No.of  Loani.  Per  cent. 

Of  Books  in  Science,  Arts  and  Professions  .        .     12,250  .066 

History 5,425  .029 

Poetry,  Drama  . 8,750  .047 

Biography 7,245  .039 

Voyages  and  Travels  .        .        .        .8,837  .048 

Periodicals  and  Libraries  (like  Bohn's)       .     11,480  .062 

French,  German  and  Italian       .        .        .      5,064  .027 

Fiction  and  Juvenile  Books        .        .        .124,663  .682 

183,7U      .100 
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It  was  stated;  in  tlie  last  Report,  that  it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  renew  the  cards  of  all  persons  using  the  Library,  and  that  it 
was  hoped  that  by  this  means  many  of  the  evil  practices  which 
had  brought  discredit  upon  the  Library  would  be  checked.  Of 
the  effect  of  the  renewal,  in  this  respect,  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
speak  in  another  part  of  this  Report.  During  the  year,  6,990 
cards  were  given  to  new  applicants,  and  the  cards  of  about  5,000 
former  signers  were  renewed,  making  the  whole  number  of 
persons  who  had  registered  their  names  from  the  first  opening  of 
the  Library  in  this  building — 52,859. 

LOSSES  AND   INJUBIES. 

The  report  this  year  of  losses  and  injuries  is  full  and  accurate. 
How  far  the  Library  has  been  abused  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
judgment  and  estimate,  but  of  facts  and  figures.  The  way  in 
which  the  wrongs  have  been  done  is  also  in  most  cases  known. 
The  point  to  which  the  measures  of  prevention  are  to  be  directed, 
also,  has  become  distinctly  noticeable. 

In  the  Bales  HaUy  the  whole  number  of  books  missing  from 

the  beginning,  to  August,  1866,  was         ...        83 
From  August,  1866,  to  August,  1867  ....        18 

Total  from  the  beginning       ....        51 

The  whole  number  of  books  charged  to  borrowers  and 
not  returned  from  the  beginning,  to  August,  1866, 
was 27 

From  August,  1866,  to  August,  1867  ....        21 

Total  from  the  beginning       ....        48 

Some  of  the  missing  books  will,  doubtless,  be  regained ;  and 
most  of  those  charged  to  individuals  will,  probably,  be  replaced. 
The  condition  of  the  books  in  the  Bates  Hairis  generally  excel- 
lent. No  complaints  have  been  made  of  mutilations  or  deface- 
mciit. 
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In  the  Lower  Hall,  the  accumulated  losses  and  misplacements, 
the  natural  wear  and  tear,  and  the  many  irregularities  of  the 
unparalleled  use  for  nine  years  had  borne  heavily  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  Library,  and  required  great  labor  and  patience  in 
the  revision  which  has  been  pursued  under  the  skilful  guidance 
of  Mr.  Jillson,  with  the  striking  results  here  numerically  pre- 
sented. 
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The  whole  number  of  persons  to  whom  notices  were  sent 
by  mail  that  they  had  kept  the  books  borrowed  over 
the  fourteen  days  allowed  by  the  Rules,  was  .        .        .   15,652 

The  whole  number  of  persons  who  kept  their  books  over 
twenty-one  days,  and  to  whom  a  special  messenger  was 
sent  to  regain  the  books 1,449 

The  whole  number  not  returned  at  the  close  of  the  Library 
year 815 

Number  of  these  recovered  or  accounted  for      .        .        .        105 

Whole  number  which  were  taken  by  persons  who  could  not 
be  found  of  which  a  few  have  been  returned  •        •        .        237 

The  amount  paid  for  postage  and  messenger's  service  was  $714  48 

The  amount  received  for  fines  and  messenger's  fees    •         $366  50 

These  statements  show  the  great  slackness  of  borrowers  with 
regard  to  the  return  or  renewal  of  their  books.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  the  term  of  the  loan  may  be  doubled,  without 
returning  the  book  to  the  Library,  on  simply  requesting  by  note 
the  renewal,  this  amount  of  delinquency  seems  the  more  strange 
and  inexcusable. 

The  labor  and  expense  of  writing  and  sending  by  mail  15,652 
notices  to  delinquents  was  very  considerable. 

Still  greater  were  the  cost  and  trouble  of  sending  for  books 
by  the  messenger.  He  was  engaged  in  searches  often  fruitless, 
and  even  when  he  succeeded  in  regaining  the  book,  it  was  fre- 
quently after  a  long  and  tedious  pursuit. 

And;  aft;er  all  the  labor  and  expenditure,  the  result  now  is  that 
two  hundred  and  ten  books  were  taken,  as  it  would  appear,  with 
deliberate  deception. 

The  delinquents  were  not  only  unjust  to  the  Library,  but  to 
many  honest  frequenters  of  it  who  desired  to  use  the  books  thus 
withdrawn  from  their  reach* 

The  time  of  the  attendants  in  the  Library  required  in  tracing 
these  delinquencies,  was  a  serious  charge  upon  the  funds  of  the 
institution,  while  the  exercise  of  less  vigilance  would  have  resulted 
in  a  great   loss  of  books  and  a  reproach  which  would  have 
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rested  heavily  upon  the  generally  careful  frequenters  of  the 
Library.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  the  fines  and  messenger's  fees 
collected  are  but  a  partial  offset  to  the  amount  paid  for  postage 
and  the  services  of  the  messenger. 

Were  the  circulation  small,  and  the  persons  using  the  Library 
few  in  number,  it  might  be  possible  to  exercise  greater  care  in 
the  delivery  of  the  books  and  in  the  scrutiny  of  applicants.  But 
in  a  circulation  like  this  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  do  anything 
more  than  to  answer  applications  without  questions  or  delays. 

The  reasons  why  so  many  who  had  borrowed  books  could  not 
be  found,  was,  that  they  had  registered  false  names  or  false  resi- 
dences. One  person  was  ascertained  to  have  had  in  use  three 
cards  at  one  time  taken  under  aliases.  Several  persons  had 
taken  two  cards  on  one  name  at  different  times.  Many  were 
using  cards  of  other  persons  improperly  obtained.  It  appeared, 
too,  upon  inquiry,  that  these  evil  practices  had  most  alarmingly 
increased. 

These  facts  came  gradually  to  the  full  knowledge  of  the  Trus- 
tees, as  the  careful  methods  of  recording  loans  and  following 
delinquents  under  the  new  system  brought  them  to  light  from 
week  to  week.  They  were  well  considered.  The  cause  of  the 
evil  became  clearly  manifest.  The  registration  had  been  too 
unguarded.  But  it  was  a  difficult  question  how  to  apply  the 
remedy.  To  require  of  each  applicant  for  cards  a  pecuniary 
guarantee  was  the  most  obvious,  the  easiest,  and  the  most  com- 
mon way.  But  it  was  feared  that  this  might  sometimes  operate 
to  prevent  poor  but  worthy  people  from  applying.  It  was,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  try  first  a  plan  of  requiring  every  one  asking 
for  a  card  to  name  two  persons  who  could  verify  his  statements. 
Such  reference  does  not  involve  any  pecuniary  responsibility  on 
the  part  of  the  persons  referred  to,  nor  impose  any  trouble  upon 
them,  nor  raise  any  questions  of  delicacy  in  making  the  reference. 

But  such  references,  if  required  of  one,  must  be  of  all.  Other- 
wise offence  Slight  be  taken.    No  thou^tful  person,  it  w:as  sup- 
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posed,  would  object  to  so  small  a  service  for  the  public  good, 
when  he  considers  that  humbler  people  would  have  their  pride 
seriously  wounded  should  thej  notice  that  they  alone  and  not  all 
others  were  required  to  give  the  means  of  verifying  their  state- 
ments. In  this  plan  there  seems  to  be  the  least  possible  trouble 
to  applicants  consistent  with  probable  security  for  the  books,  and 
it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  it  may  be  effectual,  and  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  more  stringent  measures. 

Objections  would,  of  course,  be  made  to  any  change,  that  it 
would  drive  people  from  the  Library,  diminish  the  circulation,  etc. 
The  same  objections  were  made  last  year  against  the  new  sys- 
tem of  recording  loans  then  introduced,  and  they  are  now  seen 
and  acknowledged  to  have  been  entirely  groundless.  But,  thus 
far,  during  three  months,  instead  of  driving  people  away,  the 
registration  has  proceeded  more  rapidly  than  during  the  same 
length  of  time  when  the  first  records  were  opened  in  this  build- 
ing, and  the  new  measures  are  showing  beneficial  results.  Al- 
ready attempts  h^ve  been  detected  at  forging  the  names  of  other 
persons  upon  the  application-slip,  and  at  committing  various 
irregularities  which  would  have  caused  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, had  they  not  been  forestalled. 

THE  BEADING  BOOU  FOB   PEBIODICALS.  # 

The  use  of  the  Beading  Boom  for  periodicals  has  never  be- 
fore been  so  large,  nor  its  order  ever  so  satisfactory.  None  of 
the  magazines  have  been  stolen  or  wantonly  mutilated.  This 
improvement  is  due  entirely  to  the  new  system  of  placing  the 
magazines  under  the  care  of  an  attendant,  to  be  given  out  on 
application  signed  by  the  borrower. 

I  regret  to  state  that  some  of  the  books  placed  for  free  con- 
sultation in  this  room  have  been  stolen.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  they  were  nearly  all  taken  by  one  person,  who  for  several 
months  has  desisted  from  his  nefarious  practices  here. 
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PERIODICALS. 

Whole  namber  in  the  Beading  Room   ....  208 

Whole  nnmber  of  which  there  are  duplicates       •        .  14 
as  follows : 

Atlantic  Monthly        .   ' 5  copies. 

American  Agriculturist 2  " 

American  Phrenological  Journal          ....  2 

Grodey'a  Lady's  Book 4 

Dwighfs  Journal  of  Music 2  " 

Eveiy  Saturday 4  " 

Harper's  Bazar 4  *' 

Harper's  Monthly 11  " 

Harper's  Weekly 4  •* 

Our  Young  Folks 4  " 

Nation .        .  2  "     . 

North  American  Review 2  '* 

Peterson's  Magazine 4  '' 

Round  Table 2  " 

At  the  suggestion  of  a  reader,  a  Bulletin  is  now  placed  in  the 
room,  giving  the  date  of  reception  of  the  last  number  of  each 
periodical. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  of  the  room  for  the  year : 

Readers  of  Books  of  Reference  5  ^*^®®    ....      14,819 

*C  Females         .      • .         .        8,955 

Readers  of  Periodicals  and  Books  of  Reference  5  ^^*^®®   •      ^^'^^^ 

C  Females        8,893 

Whole  number  of  readers 78,558 

Number  of  magazines  read 81,788 

Visitors  not  reading 17,628 

Number  of  days  open  from  August  15,  1866,  to  August 

1,  1867 289 

Average  of  readers  per  day ^^Hii 

Average  of  visitors  not  reading  ; ^^Ili 

Ave.  age  of  magazines  read 282}|t 

11 
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CATALOGUES. 

In  the  Bates  Hall,  since  the  publication  of  the  large  Supple- 
ment, the  accessions  have  been  made  known  to  the  public  bj 
means  of  the  interleaved  catalogues  which  have  been  promptly 
kept  up  to  the  last  books  located. 

The  Catalogue  of  the  Prince  Library  upon  cards,  has  been 
completely  finished  with  the  fulness,  and  it  is  hoped,  with  the 
minute  accuracy,  which  the  importance  of  this  valuable  collection 
demands.  The  part  containing  books  relating  to  America,  has 
been  copied  for  the  press  with  titles  abridged,  but  still  of  suffi- 
cient length  to  render  each  book  aud  edition  identifiable,  and  the 
printing  has  been  commenced. 

In  the  Lower  Hall,  the  work  upon  the  "  Finding  Lists  "  has 
been  pressed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  But  it  has  been 
impeded  by  the  necessity  of  first  revising  and  reorganizing  the 
whole  collection,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  Library  was  open 
to  the  public.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  the  Finding 
Lists  for  twelve  of  the  alcoves,  containing  the  Departments  of 
Fiction,  Arts  and  Sciences,  History,  and  Foreign  Languages,  have 
been  published  and  distributed  —  the  lists  of  two  alcoves  of 
Biography,  and  two  of  Voyages  and  Travels  are  now  made  nearly 
ready  for  the  press,  and  some  of  the  work  of  collation  and  reor- 
ganization has  been  performed  for  the  remaining  four  alcoves. 
These  Finding  Lists  have  been  received  with  much  favor,  and 
when  the  printing  of  them  shall  be  completed,  it  will  be  possi- 
ble to  commence  almost  immediately  upon  the  re-publication  of 
the  Index  to  the  Lower  Library,  with  all  subsequent  accessions, 
in  the  form  so  long  familiar  to  our  readers. 

THE   BULLETIN. 

So  great  were  the  labors  of  the  officers  of  the  Library  during 
the  year,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  commence  the  publica- 
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tion  of  the  Bulletin  as  recommended  by  the  last  Examining 
Committee,  before  the  month  of  October,  when  the  first  number 
was  issued,  containing  the  books  received  in  the  Library  during 
the  month  of  September,  and  in  the  Lower  Hall,  all  titles  supple- 
mentary to  the  various  Finding  Lists  which  have  been  printed. 
These  Bulletins  are  sold  at  the  merely  nominal  price  of  two 
cents  a  copy,  and  have  been  widely  distributed.  It  is  proposed 
to  continue  them  at  intervals,  which,  if  the  publication  proves  as 
acceptable  and  useM  as  now  expected,  may  be  monthly. 

In  each  branch  of  the  Library  a  Daily  Bulletin  is  open  to  the 
public,  of  all  newly  published  books  as  they  are  received.  Such 
books  are  almost  invariably  made  accessible  to  readers  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  they  are  brought  into  the  building. 

THE   INDICATOR. 

One  other  means,  recently  adopted  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  remains  to  be  described,  which  has  received  the  name  of 
the  Indicator. 

Every  borrower  has  from  the  beginning  been  allowed  to  place 
upon  his  card  applications  for  twenty  books  at  one  time,  that 
he  might  be  the  more  sure  of  getting  a  book,  and  the  visitor, 
who  had  thus  filled  his  card  with  requests,  was  obliged  to  wait 
his  turn  for  the  attendant  to  make  search,  perhaps  for  every  one 
of  the  twenty  books,  to  be  disappointed  after  all.  The  delay 
thus  experienced  was  often  greatly  increased  by  the  common 
practice  of  visitors,  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  prevent,  of 
immediately  sending  back  the  card  which  had  been  returned 
without  a  book,  with  the  same  numbers  remaining  upon  it.  This 
state  of  things  was  long  a  most  serious  inconvenience  to  the  fre- 
quenters of  the  Library  and  a  severe  burden  upon  the  attendants. 
To  obviate  these  great  difficulties,  the  device  named  has  been 
recently  invented  and  placed  in  the  Library.  It  shows  to  a 
borrower,  at  a  glance,  without  the  necessity  of  reference  to  an 
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attendant  of  the  Library,  whether  any  book  sought,  is,  at  the 
moment,  on  the  shelf  or  lent  out ;  and,  therefore,  renders  it  unnec- 
essary to  send  in  a  card  indicating  books  which  cannot  be 
procured. 

The  Indicator  at  present  constructed,  applies  to  Alcoves  4,  7, 
14,  and  17,  containing  works  of  fiction  and  juvenile  books,  of 
which  a  separate  Finding  List  has  been  printed. 

An  upright  framework  is  so  arranged  as  to  receive  strips  of 
wood,  one  inch  square  and  about  two  feet  in  length,  placed  one 
above  another,  to  represent  each  a  shelf,  and  pierced  with  rows 
of  holes,  say  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  to  contain  re- 
versible pins,  each  of  which  represents  a  book. 

The  shelf-number  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  each  strip.  The 
number  denoting  the  order  of  the  book  upon  the  shelf  is  placed 
upon  each  end  of  every  pin. 

The  pins  are  reversible.  On  one  end  of  each  pin  the  num- 
ber is  printed  in  hlacJc  an  while  ground.  When  the  book  is  on 
the  shelf,  this  end  of  the  pin  is  always  turned  outwards. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  pin,  the  number  of  the  book  is 
printed  in  whUe  on  black  ground.  When  the  book  is  ota,  this 
end  of  the  pin  is  always  turned  outwards. 

The  use  of  the  Lidicator  seems  to  have  been  readily  under- 
stood even  by  children.  It  has  proved  already  of  the  greatest 
convenience  to  frequenters  of  the  Library,  and  has  been  received 
with  much  favor.  There  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  will 
prove  permanently  usefiil. 

The  two  tables  previously  published,  giving  the  statistics  of 
the  progress  of  the  Library  are  appended  to  this  Report,  and 
marked  [BB]. 

The  usual  financial  statement  is  appended  to  this  Report,  and 

marked  [CC]. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  C.  JEWETT, 

Superintendent, 
Public  Library,  Nov.  12,  1867. 


[AA] 


LIST    OF    DONORS 


Bates,  Joshua,  London,  interest  on  the  fund  of 
Bigelow,  Hon.  John  P.,        ''  " 

Franklin  Club,  "  *' 

Liawrence,  Hon.  Abbott,       "         *' 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan, 
Townsend,  Mary  P., 


(ft 


(ft 


ft( 


$50,000 

1,000 

1,000 

10,000 

30,000 

4,000 

$96,000 


The  interest  of  these  donations,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
the  Townsend  Fnnd  (which  is  invested  in  a  mortgage  at  six  per 
cent.),  has  been  paid  in  gold,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annom. 


A  bust  in  marble  of  Mr.  Everett,  by  Thomas  Ball,  presented  by 
the  sabscribers  to  the  Everett  Statue,  through  their  Committee. 
The  pedestal  in  marble  presented  by  the  artist. 

A  bust  in  marble  of  J.  Lothrop  Motley,  by  Richard  S.  Greenough, 
presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Curtis. 
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DOlfORfl. 


Abbot,  Ezra,  Cambridge^ 

Abbot,  Samuel  L.,  M,  2>., 

Adams,  Mrs,  Sasan  J., 

Albany.  Young  Men's  Association, 

American  B'd  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  missions, 

American  Peace  Society, 

American  Philosophical  Society, 

American  Tract  Society, 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Ames,  Ellis,  CarUon^ 

Amory,  Thomas  C, 

Andover  Theological  Seminary, 

Anonymous, 

Appleton,  John,  M,  Z)., 

Appleton,  William  S., 

Asta-Burnaga,  Francisco  Solano,  Chilian  Minister^ 

Atwood,  Charles, 

Babcock,  Eev.  Samuel  B.,  Dedham, 

Baker,  Nathaniel  B.,  Adjutant  General  of  lawa^ 

Balfour,  David  M., 

Barlow,  Francis  C,  Secretary  ofState^  N.  F., 

Barnard,  James  M., 

Bartlett,  Hon.  John  R.,  Secretary  ofState^  B.  /., 

Bates,  Henry  W., 

Bates,  Samuel  P., 

Beldlng,  Keith  &  Co., 

Bemis,  George, 

Black,  James,  Lancaster^  Pa,^ 

Bodichon,  B., 

Bogart,  W.  H.,  Albany^  JV.  F., 

Bokum,  Rev,  Hermann,  Wash.y  D.C,  1  piece  sheet  music. 

Boston.    City  of, 

Athenaeum, 

Board  of  Trade, 

City  Hospital, 

Gas  Light  Company, 

Home  for  Aged  Men, 

Impartial  Suffrage  League, 

Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Provident  Association, 

Society  for  Medical  Improvement, 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Boutwell,  Hon.   George  S., 
Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  Davis, 


Pun. 


2 

1 
1 

1 

2 

2 
1 


20 
1 

1 
6 

2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 
3 


1 
1 
4 


1 

1 

2 

27 


1 
1 
1 


1 
1 

44 


3 

1 

1 
2 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
12 
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Brighton.     Holton  Library, 

1 

1 

Brooks,  Bev.  Charles,  Medford^ 

3 

Brown,  Francis  Henry,  Jf.  2)., 

1 

Brown,  G.  H., 

1 

Brown,  John  Carter,  Providence^  R,  L 

1 

Brown,  Sam'l  G.,  Pres.  of  HamiUon  CoLy  Clinton^  N,  F., 

1 

Ballock,  His  EoDcdlency  Alexander  H., 

1 

Bomham,  T.  0.  H.  P., 

1 

Burroughs,  Rev.  Henry,  Jr., 

1 

Bush,  Rev.  Solon  W  anton, 

36 

California.    Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 

1 

Cambridge.    Harvard  College, 

1 

Charlestown.    Naval  Library  and  Institute, 

1 

Cheever,  David  W.,  M.  D., 

1 

Chicago.    Historical  Society, 

4 

5 

Yoimg  Men's  Association, 

1 

2 

Chrislem,  F.  W.,  New  Tork^ 

2 

1 

Clapp,  Hon.  William  W  , 

5 

Clarke,  Edward  H.,  M.  D., 

1 

Clarke,  Henry,  Povltney^  Vi.j 

1 

Coolidge,  Joseph, 

1 

Cornell,  William  M.,  M.  2)., 

2 

Cotting,  Benjamin  E.,  Roa^ryj 

1 

Cotting,  Miss  Charlotte  C, 

I 

Creamer,  David, 

1 

Cutter,  Charles  A.,  Cambridge^ 

1 

1 

Dalton,  Edward  B.,  M.  JD., 

1 

Dana,  Charles  F., 

SO 

Dana,  Richard  H.,  Jr., 

1 

Davis,  Rear  Admired  Charles  H., 

d 

Dawson,  Henry  B.,  Morrisania^  N.  F., 

1 

Deane,  Charles, 

1 

Delmar,  Alexander,  Bureau  of  Statistics^  U.  8.^ 

3 

Detroit.    Toung  Men's  Society, 

1 

Divoll,  Ira,  8t,  Louis^  Mo.^ 

1 

2 

Donnelly,  J., 

3 

Dorr,  Eben  Ritchie, 

1 

Dorr,  Frederic  H., 

1 

Duren,  Elnathan,  Bangor^  Me., 

1 

Dntion,  £.  P.,  and  Co., 

1 

Eagleswood.    Military  Academy, 

1 

Edinburgh.    Royal  Society, 

2 

Eliot,  Hon.  Thomas  D., 

1 

Ellis,  Charles  M., 

1 

Everett,  William, 

13 

6829 

88 


CITY  DOCUMENT.  —  No.   114. 


DOHORB. 


Fornham,  Bev.  Lather, 

Farwell,  Stephen  T., 

Foley,  William  J., 

Forman,  Bev.  J.  G.,  AUon^  III.^ 

Foster,  William  H.,  Andover^ 

Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.D.^ 

Goldsmith,  Seth,  Ohariestovm^ 

Gould «  Hon.  John  S., 

Gould  and  Lincoln, 

Gray,  Hon:  William,  Newspaper  cuttings,  16  maps. 

Great  Britain.    Commissioners  of  Admiralty, 

• ' Conmiissioners  of  Patents, 

Royal  Observatory, 

Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Jf.  Z>., 

Greene,  George  Washington, 

Greenough,  William  W., 

Halifax,  N.  S,    Free  Library, 

Halliwell,  James  O.,  London^ 

Harper  and  Brothers,  New  Torkj 

Hartford.    Young  Men's  Institute, 

Ha3mes,  Henry  W., 

Hilgard,  J.  E.,  U.  S.' Oocyst  Survey  Office^ 

Holton,  Isaac  F.,  South  McUden^ 

Hooper,  Hon.  Samuel, 

Howard,  Jfcy.  Chn.  O.  O., 

Huber,  John  F.,  Lancaster,  Pa.j 

Inglis,  James, 

Irvine,  William,  Adjutant  General,  N.  F., 

Jarvis,  Edward,  3f.  Z)., 

Jenkins,  Thornton  N.,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Keokuk.    Library  Association, 

Lane,  Frederick  A.,  New  York, 

Langworthy,  Bev,  Isaac  P., 

Lawrence,  Abbott,  1  map. 

Leigh,  Dr.  Edwin, 

Leonard,  Joseph, 

Lewis,  Winslow,  M.  D,, 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Frederic  W.,  Jr., 

Lincoln,  Henry  W., 

Lissovski,  Admiral,  ofBussia, 

Littell  and  Gay, 

London.    British  Museum, 

Corporation  of, 


IVols. 

1 

Pam. 

5 

4 

8 

1 

1 

17 

4 

14 

1 

2 

415 

15 

2 

71 

1 

1 

1 

14 

1 

18 

188 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

8 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

25 

2 

1 

4 

/ 

1 

1 

16 

70 

2 

S 

5 

1 

1 

18 

2 

9 

4 

1 

1 
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Pam. 


London.    Institution  of  Civil  Engineers, 
Royal  Astronomical  Society, 

Royal  Geographical  Society, 

Royal  Society, 

Long  Island  College  Hospital, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society, 
Loring,  Han.  Charles  G., 
Loring,  Joseph  S.j 
Lousiida,  MarquhSj 

Lowell,  Mr., 
Lowell.    City  of, 

City  Library, 

Lunt,  Hon,  George, 

MacCarthy,  Denis  Florence,  Dublin^ 

McCleary,  Samuel  F., 

M'CuUoch,  Han.  Hugh,  Sec.  Treas.,  U.  8., 

McDougail,  Han.  William,  Ottawa^  Canada^ 

Mackie,  William  B.,  M.  Z>., 

Maine.    Adjutant  General, 

Manchester,  Eng.  Free  Library, 

Marvin,  Selden  £.,  AdjvJtarU  OenercU  of  N.  F., 

Maryland  Historical  Society, 

Mason,  Mrs.  A.  B., 

Massachusetts.    State  of, 

State  Library, 

Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy, 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society, 

May,  Miss  Abby  W., 

Meigs,  Qen.  Montgomery  C,  Q;warUrma8ter  Oen.  U.S.A.f 

Metcalf,  Han,  Theron, 

Milan  (Muncipality  of), 

Reale  Istituto  Lombardo, 

MUes,  C.  F^win,  M.  i>.,  Raasbury^ 
Minnesota  Historical  Society, 
Minot,  Francis,  M.  Z>., 
Minot,  William, 
Moore,  Charles  W., 
Morgan,  Henry  J.,  Canada^ 
Monsell,  Joel,  Albany^ 
Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  Frenchy 
National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers,         • 
New  Bedford.    Free  Public  Library, 
New  England  Historic-Grenealogical  Society, 
New  England  Loyal  Publication  Society,  10  broadsides. 
New  Haven.    Yale  College, 
12 


6 
1 
2 


19 


2 

1 


1 
1 
2 


1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 


1 
3 

10 
2 

4 
7 
7 
6 


43 


2 

1 
1 
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DONORS. 


Vols.    Psm. 


New  York.     Astor  Librarj^, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 

College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons, 

Loyal  Publication  Society, 

Mercantile  Library  Association, 

University,  Convocation  of, 

Newburj'port.    Public  Library, 
Nicholsoa»  Rev.  Henry  D., 

Nicolson,  Samuel, 

Odiome,  James  C, 

Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute, 

Onderdonk,  Henry,  Jr,^  Jamaica^  L.  J., 

Otis,  Miaa  Mary, 

Parker,  Henry  Tuke,  Lojidon, 

Parkhurst,  Henry  M., 

Peabody,  Eev,  Andrew  P., 

Peirce,  Jh'of.  Benj.,  Supt.  Coast  Survey j  U.  S.A.^!  map. 

Pennsylvania.     Alleghany  College, 

Perkins,  Benjamin, 

Perry,  Rev,  William  Stevens, 

Philadelphia.    Board  of  Health, 

Library  Company, 

Loganian  Library, 

Philbrick,  John  D., 
Pickering,  J.  Frank, 
Pim,  Bedford,  Commander  R.  N,^ 
Pittsburg.    Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, 
Powers,  Thomas  H.,  Philadelphia^ 
Pratt,  Rev.  J.  B.,  LL.  2>.,  Cruden^  Aberdeenshire^ 
Providence.    City  of, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Punchard,  Rev.  George, 

Quincy,  Family  of  the  late  Hon.  Josiah, 

Rangabe,  His  Excellency^  A.  R. 

Rankin,  Rev.  Jeremiah  E.,  Charlestoum^ 

Read,  John  Meredith,  Jr.^ 

Read,  William,  Jf.  D., 

Reiff,  J.  C, 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Rhode  Island  ^.  W.  Grand  Lodge, 

Rice,  Hon.  Alexander  H.,  8  maps. 

Richardson,  James  B., 

Rimmel,  Julius,  London^ 

Rogers,  John  K.,  Treas.  Boston  Type  Foundry^ 


1 
1 


2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

4 

19 

1 


1 
3 
1 


2 

1 


34 
128 

4 


21 
2 
1 

1 


1 
1 


1 
2 


1 

1 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 


1 
25 

1 
1 

3 
1 
1 
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Pam. 


Salter,  Richard  H.,  M.  Z>., 

San  FraDcisco.    Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Odd  Fellows'  Library, 

Seidensticker,  James  G.,  Chicago,  III., 

Shaw,  Benjamin  S.,  3f.  Z>., 

Sibley,  John  Langdon,  Librarian  of  Harvard  Uhiveraity, 

Smith,  Charles  C, 

Smith,  Samuel,  Worcester, 

Snow,  Edwin  M.,  Providence,  R.  L 

Soule,  Richard,  and  Wheeler,  W.  A., 

South  Danvers.    Peabody  Institute, 

8path,  Julius, 

Spofford,  A.  R.,  Librarian  of  Congress, 

Springfield.     City  Library  Association, 

Squier,  Hon.  E.  George,  New  York, 

Stevenson,  Hon.  J.  Thomas, 

Story,  Joseph, 

Sturgis,  Miss, 

Sturgis,  F.  R.,  M.  D., 

Sumner,  Hon.  Charles, 

Sutton,  Hon.  J.  Manners,  Oov.  of  Trinidad, 

Talbot,  I.  Tisdale,  M.  D., 

Taunton.    Public  Library, 

Thayer,  Alexander  Wheelock, 

Ticknor,  George, 

Torrance,  Prof.  F.  W.,  Montreal, 

Townsend,  Solomon  D.,  M,  D., 

Troy.    Young  Mens'  Association, 

Triibner  and  Co.,  London, 

Turner,  Alfred, 

Tuttle,  Charles  W., 

United  States.    Bureau  of  Statistics, 

Coast  Survey  OflSce, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  State, 

Naval  Observatory, 

Sanitary  Commission, 

Upton,  George  B., 

Venice.     Istituto  Veneto, 

Vienna.     E.  K.  Geologische  Reichsanstalt, 

Walley,  Hon.  Samuel  H., 

Waltham.     Public  Library, 

Warner,  Hermann  J., 

Warren,  Hon.  Charles  H., 

Warren,  J.  Mason,  M.  D., 


1  newspaper. 


47 


8 
2 

1 
1 

4 
2 

52 
1 
1 
2 
1 

20 
8 

14 
I 

1 
1 

1 
68 
8 
2 
8 

1 
1 


59 
1 


1 
1 
5 
87 
1 
1 


2 

I 


1 
60 


26 

86 

1 


1 
5 

19 
1 
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Vols. 

1  ^ 

1 

Warren,  Josiah,                                        14  newsp^iers. 
Washington,  Hon.  Peter  6.9 
Washington.     Smithsonian  Institation, 
Waterston,  Bev.  Robert  C, 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Welles,  Edgar  T.,  Clerk^  Navy  Department^  U.  5., 
Welles,  Han.  Gideon,  Secretary  of  the  JVary,  U.  S.j 
Wells,  Hon.  Chandler  J., 

1 

2 

Whitmore,  William  H., 

6 

2 

Whitney,  Bev.  Frederic  A.,  BrighUm^ 
V\  hitney,  Henry  Austin, 
Wilder,  Burt  G.,  8.  B.  M.  D., 

1 
1 

1 

1 

wader,  Hon.  MarshaU  P., 

15 

Williams  and  Norgate,  London, 
Willis,  Nathaniel, 

3 

3 

Wilson,  Hon.  Henry, 
Wines,  Bev.  E.  C, 

47 
1 

2 

Winthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C, 

Wisconsin.    Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 

1 

1 

Wood,  F.  A.,  New  York, 

1 

Wood,  Bev.  Horatio,  LoweU, 

2 

Worcester.    American  Antiquarian  Society, 

1 
2 

1 

Worthington  and  Flanders, 

Wright,  J.  J., 

Young,  Hi8  Honor,  Chief  Justice,  W.,  Halifax,  N.  S., 

L 
1 

2 

*   I 
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PEBIODICALfi. 

Complete  Files  for  the  Tear  from  the  Publishers. 

Advocate  of  Peace. 

American  Baptist  Missionary  Union.    Missionary  Magazine. 

American  Unitarian  Association.    Monthly  Magazine. 

Boston  Daily  Evening  Traveller. 

Boston  Musical  Times. 

Bostoner  Intelligenz-Blatt. 

Commonwealth. 

Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine. 

Hall's  Journal  of  Health. 

London.    Royal  Astronomical  Society.    Monthly  Notices. 

Royal  Geographical  Society.    Proceedings. 

Masonic  Monthly. 

Nation,  The,  New  York. 

New  England  Farmer. 

Philadelphia.    Entomological  Society.    Proceedings. 

Radical. 

Salem.    Essex  Institute.    Proceedings. 

Saturday  Express. 

Student  and  Schoolmate. 

Sunday  Times. 

Triibner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. 

Weekly  Standard,  Buenos  Ayres. 
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Note. — To  account  for  discrepancies  noticeable  in  the  above  table,  compiled  from  the 
Annual  Reports,  it  should  be  stated  that,  prior  to  the  Report  of  1861,  the  annual  sUtement  of 
the  whole  number  of  volumes  was  obtained  by  adding  the  accessions  of  the  year  to  the 
previous  uggregaleB ;  and  although  the  numbers  in  both  Halls  are  now  obtained  by  actu- 
ally counting  the  books  upon  the  shelf-lists,  there  still  remain  several  sources  of  unavoidable 
discrepancies,  such  as  the  following :  Works  reported  at  first  as  containing  a  certain  number 
of  volumes,  afterwards  for  good  reasons  bound  in  a  different  number ;  works  reported  as 
duplicates  subsequently  exchanged  for  works  in  a  different  number  of  volumes ;  pamphlets 
bound  separately  and  counted  as  books ;  also  volumes  lost  or  worn  out,  but  for  some  reason 
nut  replaced,  which  disappear  in  the  aggregates,  but  remain  as  originally  reported  among  the 
accessions. 
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TABLE    II. 


Circulation. 


Teak. 


SlOVATCKEfl. 


1854.. 

1855.. 

1856.. 

1857.. 

1858.. 

1859.. 

I860.. 

1861 . . 

Ioo2«. 

1863.. 

1864.. 

1865.. 

1865-6 

1866-7 


6,6901 
8,905 


Whole  No. 
Lent. 


0 


00 


2,861  V  S  17,066 

o 

2,236 
1,974^ 
13,8291 
4,809 
4,522 
4,326     tjd 
8,495  )>  S'52,859 
4,768     ^ 
6,324 
5,036 
6,990 


GQ 


1 


35,389 

81,281 

82,661 

89,423 

75,670 

149,468 

151,020 

160,877 

180,302 

138,027 

184,035 

194,627 

193,862 

208,963 


Daily 
Arerage. 


Largest 

Ko.  in 

one  day. 


250 

284 

291 

310 

383 

588.5 

508.5 

587.1 

626 

643.56 

664.34 

707.73 

732 

754 


535 

606 

647 

730 

693 

1,335 

1,052 

1,303 

1,617 

1,534 

1,424 

1,464 

1,589 

1,813 


Date. 


Sep.  16 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  23 
Jan.  24 
Feb.  27 
Mar.  5 
Feb.  4 
Feb.  23 
Mar.  1 
Feb.  7 
Feb.  27 
Nov.  19. 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  23 


Lent  in 
Bates 
HaU. 


7,400 
5,222 
7,468 

10,371 
9,768 

13,696 


Used  in 
Bates 
Hall. 


10,263 
7,124 
11,057 
13,090 
10,438 
11,553 


LOO] 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

EXPENDITURES, 

From  October  1,  1866,  to  SepUmber  30,  1867. 


Binding $3,807  03 

Books 11,222  21 

Catalogues 3,351  66 

Expense 1,716  26. 

Fuel 2,608  72   * 

Furniture 594  61 

Gas 1,808  37 

Periodicals 1,850  35 

Printing 1,879  53 

Salaries 21,239  57 

Stationery 1,702  17 

Transportation 878  24 

$52,658  72 
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SIXTEENTH 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


TEUSTEES  or  THE  PUBLIC  LIBBAEY. 


BOSTON: 
I  BED  MUDGB  k  SON,  CITY  PRINTERS.  3*  SCHOOL  STREET. 

18C8. 


A  ■ 

-  A 


The  SuPERiNTENDRNT  would  respectftilly  invite  correspondence  \7ith 
librarians  and  others  interested  upon  points  of  library  economy  raised  in 
this  report;  and  in  behalf  of  ttiis  library  would  particularly  request, 
where  it  has  not  already  been  done,  that  sets  of  the  printed  reports, 
blanks,  forms,  etc.,  used  in  other  libraries,  may  be  forwarded  to  him. 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


SIXTEENTH 
ANNUAL   REPORT 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

1868. 


Tn  Board  of  .Aldermen,  IToTcmber,  30, 1868. 
Xaid  on  the  table,  and  2,000  copies  ordered  to  be  priDted. 
Attest!  S.  r.   McCLEAET,  Cilj  Oeri. 


N 


I 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


PuBUC  LiBBABY,  BosTON,  November  30,  1868. 

His  Hcnor  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtlefff  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the  Six- 
teenth Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Publio  Library, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  Ordinance 
relative  to  the  Public  Library,  passed  on  the  20th  of  October 
1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 


SIXTEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OT  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  an  Ordinance  concerning 
fhe  Pablic  Library,  passed  Oct.  20tby  1863,  the  Trustees  have 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  their  Sixteenth  Annual 

BEPOET. 

The  year  has  been  an  important  one  in  the  history  of  the 
Institution.  The  changes,  both  in  persons  and  in  methods,  will 
have  a  large  effect  upon  its  future  welfare.  Its  priTileges  have 
been  more  widely  extended,  and  special  efforts  have  been  made 
to  meet  the  wants  of  all  students  and  readers,  and  to  keep  it 
inlly  supplied  with  the  last  publications  of  the  old  as  well  as  of 
the  new  world,  whether  in  art,  science,  or  literature.  To  impart 
to  the  public  the  necessary  knowledge  of  these  acquisitions,  sev- 
eral numbers  of  the  Bulletin,  of  which  the  first  issue  was 
noticed  in  the  last  Beport,  have  been  printed.  Both  in  the 
Bates  and  Lower  Halls  the  work  of  caring  for  the  old  collec- 
tions and  of  preparing  for  use  and  for  putting  into  circulation 
the  new  books,  has  gone  forward  with  more  continuity  of  laboi* 
than  the  previous  history  of  the  library  had  witnessed.  A  satis- 
fiutory  indication  of  the  minute  care  with  which  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Institution  are  watched  and  recorded,  will  be  found 
In  the  documents  accompanying  this  Beport 
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The  first  of  these,  in  order,  is  the  Report  of  the  Examining 
Committee  [Document  A.],  a  Committee  appointed  annually 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Sixth  Section  of  the  Ordinance, 
consisting  of  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Trastees,  and  five 
citizens  selected  at  large.  The  Committee  for  the  present  year 
are  Charles  F.  Bradford,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  George  L.  Chancy, 
John  S.  Dwight,  Esq.,  Samuel  Eliot  Esq.,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Lom- 
bard, with  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  as 
Chairman.  The  questions  discussed  in  their  Report  are  of 
great  importance,  and  will  receive  attentive  consideration. 

Whether  the  Library  service  can  be  continued  year  after  year 
in  an  institution  of  this  magnitude  without  any  temporary  cessation 
for  examination  or  repairs,  is  an  experiment  never  yet  attempted 
with  a  collection  of  books  so  largely  subject  to  popular  wear 
and  its  consequent  deterioration.  It  is  possible  that  the  plan 
suggested,  or  some  other  that  may  occur,  may  secure  that  peri- 
odical oversight  of  the  books  required  for  cleanliness,  order, 
and  safety.  The  proposal  will  have  the  early  examination  of 
the  Board. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  opening 
and  lighting  of  the  Bates  Hall  in  the  evening,  will  be  found  to 
be  judicious.  If  any  reasonable  demand  for  the  use  of  the 
books  contained  in  the  Bates  Hall  should  hereafter  arise,  out- 
side of  the  present  arrangements  for  supply,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  meeting  the  emergency. 

Both  these  questions  have  been  discussed  in  successive 
Boards  for  a  series  of  years,  with  the  desire  to  do  everji;hing 
for  the  public,  consistent  with  the  conscientious  administra- 
tion of  the  Truqt.  The  other  topics  of  interest  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Committee,  will  receive  attentive  perusal  from  the 
friends  of  the  Institution.  The  annual  inspection  of  its  work- 
ings by  intelligent  and  thoughtful  men,  fresh  to  its  ramified 
details,  should  always  prove  useful  in  correcting  misconceptions 
so  inseparable  from  superficial  observation,  and  in  criticising 
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the  various  parts  of  a  system  which  was  framed  as  an  experi- 
ment, and  which  has  been  modified  and  expanded  as  experience 
warranted. 

Of  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Library  [Docu- 
ment B.]y  the  Trustees  do  not  purpose  to  speak  at  length.  It 
should  be  read  by  every  one  desirous  of  knowing  how  many 
books  the  Library  contains,  how  many  have  been  added  during 
the  past  year,  how  much  and  how  often  they  are  used,  how 
large  are  the  library's  requirements  for  the  public  service,  in 
cataloguing,  printing  and  distribution,  what  are  its  receipts  and 

expenditures,  and  how  the  public  that  wo  serve,  can  help  us. 

* 

The  information  which  he  has  gathered  with  such  scrupulous 
exactness,  from  the  routine,  not  only  of  our  own  Library,  but 
also  from  that  of  kindred  institutions  in  England  and  this 
country,  will  show  a  remarkable  parallelism  in  the  uses  of 
books  in  widely  separated  communities,  and  a  taste  for  works 
of  imagination  which  has  increased  with  the  ability  of  authors 
and  the  press  to-  supply  them.  A  Public  Library  which  does 
not  furnish  to  its  readers  books  which  they  want,  may  prove  in 
the  end  only  a  reference  library  for  scholars. 

Li  the  month  of  January  last,  within  a  few  weeks  after  the 
publication  of  the  last  Report,  Mr.  Jewett,  the  accomplished 
Superintendent  of  the  Tjibrary,  died.  The  Trustees  marked  their 
sense  of  the  loss  by  the  passage  of  appropriate  resolutions,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 
Few  of  his  contemporaries  possessed  so  large  a  number  of  the 
qualifications  necessary  to  the  guardian  of  a  great  library,  as 
were  his  by  nature  and  acquisition.  Familiar  with  books  from 
his  youth,  with  a  foreign  experience,  not  only  as  a  purchaser,  but 
as  an  intelligent  inspector  of  the 'various  systems  under  which 
the  larger  collections  in  Europe  were  administered,  he  brought 
to  the  beginnings  of  a  large  popular  Library,  the  sort  of  knowl- 
edge most  needed  for  its  proper  and  systematic  development. 
In  the  preparation  of  lists   of  works  to  be  obtained  in  the 
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various  markets  of  Europe  and  in  this  country,  his  information 
iras  of  wide  extent  and  value.  When  the  period  arrived  for 
communicating  to  the  public,  by  means  of  printed  catalogues,  a 
knowledge  of  the  books  contained  in  the  collection,  his  plan  of 
arrangement  produced  volumes  which  have  met  with  universal 
praise  from  experts,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  His  relations 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  to  the  numerous  sta£F  of  assist- 
ants employed  in  the  building,  were  invariably  equable  and 
pleasant.  His  name  will  always  be  associated  with  those 
^arlier  days  of  vigorous  growth  which  have  made  the  Library 
what  it  is  at  present 

The  vacancy  caused  by  his  death  was  first  filled  by  electing 
as  his  successor.  Prof.  William  E.  Jillson,  formerly  the  Libra- 
rian of  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington,  and  who  had  been 
more  recently  connected  with  our  Library  as  Oeneral  Assistant 
Combining  with  the  education  of  a  bibliographer,  an  experi- 
ence in  the  working  detail  of  all  processes  in  a  library,  and  a 
remarkable  executive  ability,  it  was  a  source  of  deep  regret, 
that  ill  health  did  not  permit  him  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the 
office.  Under  these  circumstances,  having  in  view  the  large 
work  already  in  preparation  for  the  year,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
familiarity  with  all  the  parts  of  our  system  of  labor,  the  Trus- 
tees selected  for  the  position,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  at  that  time  a 
Trustee  of  the  Institution,  who  at  once  entered  upon  the  ser- 
vice. His  energetic  administration  of  affairs,  the  order,  prompt- 
ness and  accuracy  with  which  the  various  work  has  been 
arranged  and  carried  forward,  and  his  earnest  efforts  to  make 
the  Library  fulfil  public  expectation,  have,  each  and  all,  fully 
justified  the  choice  of  the  Trustees.  His  report,  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  will  sufficiently  indicate  the 
zeal  as  well  as  the  care  with  which  he  has  gone  over  the  large 
circle  of  his  duties. 

During  the  last  spring  there  was  presented  to  the  city  for 
perpetual  deposit  in  the  Public  Library,  a  marble  bust  of  Mr. 
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George  Ticknor,  its  second  President.  As  a  work  of  art,  and 
as  a  faithfiil  likeness,  it  does  great  credit  to  the  sculptor,  Mr. 
Martin  Milmore.  The  eminent  citizens  who  made  this  gift, 
were  aware  of  the  great  services  which  Mr.  Ticknor  had  ren- 
dered to  the  Library  from  its  earliest  origin  to  the  time  when 
he  resigned  his  position  as  Trustee.  As  the  projector,  substan- 
stantially,  of  the  free  system  of  book  circulation,  —  the  peculiar 
characteristic  of  the  Institution,  —  he  gave  to  it  from  the  begin- 
ning a  far-reaching  oversight,  and  contributed  to  its  growth, 
not  only  by  personal  effort/  but  by  large  benefactions  of  his 
own.  His  connection  with  it  should  always  be  held  in  grateful 
remembrance  by  the  community,  for  whose  benefit  his  time  and 

■ 

disinterested  labor  were  so  freely  bestowed. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Library,  as  well  as  its  work  for 
the  year,  may  thus  be  briefly  stated.  It  contains  144,012  books, 
besides  many  thousand  pamphlets.  The  11,791  persons  fre- 
quenting it  last  year,  used  175,127  books,  of  which  33,874 
were  from  the  Bates  Hall,  and  141,853  from  the  Lower  Hall, 
during  the  279  days  that  the  Library  wais  open.  The  Beading 
Boom  was  open  300  days,  and  was  visited  by  87,620  readers, 
and  by  18,031  visitors  not  readers.  The  expenditures  for  the 
year  ending  September  30th,  amounted  to  $50,930.76,  of  which 
sum  there  was  used  for  salaries  $23,285.43,  folly  one-third  of 
which  was  paid  for  the  clerical  labor  employed  upon  the  cata- 
logues. The  books  and  periodicals  cost  $13,143.70,  and  the 
binding  $4,067.29,  the  catalogues  and  other  printing  $3,511.23, 
and  the  balance  went  to  the  payment  of  incidental  expenses, 
fuel,  gas,  stationery  and  transportation.  There  have  been 
printed  during  the  year,  five  numbers  of  the  Bulletin,  com- 
prising 78  pages  in  double  column,  uniform  with  the  Indexes  of 
the  Bates  Hall;  a  catalogue  of  the  Americajot  portion  of  the 
Prince  Library,  in  84  pages ;  and  two  Finding  Lists  of  the 
Lower  Hall,  containing  109  pages  in  treble  column.  Of  the 
numbers  of  the  Bulletin  and  tlie  Finding  lasts^  3,000  copies 
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have  been  latterly  printed,  as  a  smaller  number  was  fonnd 
insufficient  to  supply  the  demand. 

As  a  natural  result  of  the  first  year  of  a  new  registration, 
the  circulation  of  the  whole  library  has  diminished,  although  it 
has  largely  increased  in  the  Bates  Hall.  From  the  probable 
inaccuracy  of  the  figures  given  in  the  last  two  Annual  Reports, 
it  is  impossible  now  to  state  exactly  the  percentage  of  decrease, 
but  the  present  use  of  books  is  known  to  be  largely  in  advance 
of  the  circulation  among  the  same  number  of  borrowers  in  former 
years.  For  the  last  two  years,  the  Library  has  had  the  advantage 
of  its  present  system  of  recording  loans,  and  in  connection  with 
the  more  careful  oversight  of  the  applicants  for  cards,  its  losses 
have  sensibly  diminished.  The  last  Report  contained  an  ac- 
count of  the  disappearance  of  books  from  the  Lower  Hall, 
which  if  continued  in  the  same  ratio,  without  re-supply,  would 
at  no  distant  day,  have  emptied  its  shelves.  As  stated  by  the 
Trustees,  it  was  not  expected  by  them  that  the  new  plan  of 
registration  would  relieve  the  Library  from  all  losses,  but  they 
are  happy  to  find  that  the  losses  of  books  charged  to  borrowers, 
have  diminished  in  both  Halls,  from  231  in  1867,  to  35  in  1868. 
How  far  this  improvement  may  be  due  to  the  refusal,  for  satis- 
factory reasons,  to  issue  cards  for  the  Library  to  233  out  of  the 
12,057  applicants  (including  nearly  1,100  from  Roxbury),  is  a 
question  which  cannot  be  answered.  One  result  further  is 
apparent  {  the  Trustees  have  heard  of  no  person  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  the  Listitution,  who  has  been  deprived  of  any 
right  which  he  possessed,  or  who  was  unable  to  obtain  the 
books  which  he  needed.  Its  rules  and  regulations  have  been 
framed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  largest  number  of  its 
users,  and  must  sometimes  be  expected  to  conflict  with  individ- 
ual convenience. 

The  Library  now,  so  far  as  is  known  to  the  Trustees,  is  the 
freest  library  in  the  world.  It  will  continue  to  hold  that  proud 
position,  only  so  long  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  no  less  than 
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all  persons  visiting  it,  shall  recognize  it  as  a  Trust  immedi- 
ately committed  to  their  keeping.  It  throws  open  its  doors  to 
all.  Every  individual  not  debarred  by  uncleanliness  of  person, 
or  by  drunkenness,  or  unseemly  behaviour,  can  freely  enter  and 
obtain  for  perusal  in  the  building,  the  books  which  he  desires. 
All  inhabitants  who  are  willing  to  submit  to  the  trifling  annoy- 
ance of  giving  two  satisfactory  references  without  pecuniary 
responsibility,  can  take  books  for  home  use.  A  Reading  Boom, 
unequalled  upon  this  continent,  offers  its  attractions  to  those 
wishing  to  read  the  current  periodical  literature  of  Europe 
and  this  country.  An  opportunity  is  extended  to  all  seekers 
after  knowledge,  to  obtain  books  needed  by  them,  which  are 
not  already  on  the  shelves  of  the  Library.  Special  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  purchase  promptly  the  new  books  of 
value  and  interest  published  not  only  in  our  own  country,  but 
also  in  Great  Britain,  Germany,  Prance,  and  Italy.  It  is  the 
aim  of  the  Trustees,  that  the  Institution  shall  not  only  meet  all 
reasonable  requirements,  but  that  it  shall,  so  far  as  is  practi- 
cable, become  a  living  library,  containing  as  little  lumber  as  can 
be  avoided,  and  no  book  beyond  the  reach  of  the  reader  or  stu- 
dent to  whom  it  can  be  useful.  It  should  follow,  as  the  neces^ 
sary  result  of  these  liberal  arrangements,  that  the  use  of  the 
Institution  will  be  more  widely  extended  as  its  advantages  are 
more  widely  known. 

In  placing  this  Report  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Government, 
the  Trustees  should  i:iot  omit  to  recall  to  its  notioe,  the 
imperfections  as  well  as  the  wants  of  the  Building.  Its  defi- 
ciency in  ventilation,  the  want  of  light  in  its  alcoves,  the  absence 
of  suitable  accommodation  outside  of  the  alcoves,  for  the  vari- 
ous processes  of  the  library,  the  narrowness  of  its  room  iu; 
certain  departments,  especially  in  the  space  devoted  to  the 
invaluable  English  Patent  Specifications,  —  these,  and  other 
minor  difficulties,  are  not  new  to  the  City  Council.  A  portion 
of  these  may  be  overcome  by  the  extension  of  the  present 
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building,  but  others  can  only  be  corrected  at  so  large  a  cost  as 
would  be  entirely  inexpedient.  It  will  be  prudent  to  give  early 
consideration  to  the  prospective  requirements  of  the  Institution 
for  light  and  shelf-rooni;  no  less  than  for  the  convenience  of  the 
people  who  frequent  its  halls. 

In  conclusion,  the  Trustees  cannot  but  hope  that  the  Public 
Library  will  continue  to  merit  for  the  future,  as  it  has  received 
in  the  past,  the  generous  and  unfailing  support  of  the  City 
OounciL  No  better  use  can  be  made  of  money  than  its  devo- 
tion to  the  education  of  the  community.  No  other  institution 
can  contribate  so  directly  to  infona  and  instrnct  bo  many  per- 
sons of  all  ages  and  classes  as  is  within  the  scope  and  aim  of 
this  free  depository  of  all  knowledge. 

BespectMly  submitted, 

WM.  W.  GREENOUGH, 
J.  P.  BIGELOW, 
E.  P.  WHIPPLE, 
WESTON  LEWIS, 
GEO.  PUTNAM, 
J.  D.  BBAMAN, 
JAMES  M.  EETTH, 
ALBERT  J.  WRIGHT, 
SAMUEL  A.  GREEN. 

PCBUO  LiBBABT,  24(A  Nov.,  1868. 


[A] 
REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMIHEE. 


The  City  ordinance  which  established  the  Public  Library 
requires  an  annual  examination  by  a  Committee  of  five  citizens 
at  largC;  with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  act  as 
Chairman.  It  is  expected  that  this  Committee  will  examine  ihe 
Library  in  detail,  report  on  its  condition,  and  offer  such  sug- 
gestions as  may  seem  to  them  advisable  for  its  successful  admin- 
istration. In  accordance  with  this  requirement  and  expectation^ 
your  Examining  Committee  for  the  year  1868,  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

They  have  met  at  the  Library,  formally  as  a  Committee  and 
informally  as  individuals,  as  often  as  was  necessary  for  the 
duties  required  of  them.  Following  the  custom  of  their  pre- 
decessors, they  have  directed  their  inquiries  to  the  Books,  the 
Catalogues,  the  Building,  and  the  Administration. 

I.    BOOKS. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  Upper  or  Bates  Hall,  as  re- 
ported on  the  Ist  of  August,  is  117,406,  classified  as  follows:  — 

Books  placed  on  the  shelves      •  •  .  110,088 

Books  not  then  placed       .        .  «  .  1,827 

Duplicates  for  sale  or  exchange  •  •  5,805 

Duplicates  in  the  Parker  collection  •  •  186 
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The  nnmber  of  books  in  the  Lower  Hall|  reported  at  the 
same  time,  is  26,606,  making  a  total  of  144,012.  The  number 
of  books  added  daring  the  year  is  8,608,  of  which  7,055 
hare  been  procured  by  purchase  or  exchange,  and  1,553  by  gift 
from  332  different  persons  who  are  known,  and  from  a  few  who 
are  unknown.  Of  the  books  bought,  or  received  in  exchange, 
6,605  have  been  placed  in  the  Bates  Hall,  and  2,003  in  the 
Lower  Hall.  Those  placed  in  the  Lower  Hall  were  classified 
as  follows :  — 

Fiction  and  Juvenile  Works        .        •        .1,113  volumes. 

Sciences,  Arts,  and  Professions  .        .        .  195  ** 

Libraries,  Collections,  and  Bound  Periodicals  184  ^' 

In  Foreign  Languages         ....  132  '* 

Travels .  105  « 

Biography 103  " 

Poetry,  Drama,  Oratory,  and  Rhetoric        .  86  *' 

Foreign  History  and  Politics       ...  42  '^ 

American  History  and  Politics    ...  38  *^ 

Books  of  Reference 5  '^ 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Trustees  to  put  the  books  of 
the  greatest  popularity  and  most  likely  to  have  the  widest  cir- 
culation into  the  Lower  Hall.  Such  books  comprise  works  of 
fiction  and  those  that  are  read  mostly  by  young  folks.  For  this 
reason,  the  proportion  of  light  reading  to  be  found  there  is 
much  greater  than  in  the  Upper  Hall.  By  this  arrangement, 
the  convenience  of  the  public  is  consulted,  as  the  Lower  Hall  is 
more  easy  of  access,  and  the  number  of  persons  who  use  it  is 
much  greater  than  the  number  of  those  who  use  the  Upper 
Hall.  The  issues  of  books  in  the  Lower  Hall  during  the  past 
year,  amounted  to  141,853,  while  the  issues  in  the  Upper  Hall 
were  33,874.  This  takes  in  the  volumes  read  in  the  Library, 
though  it  does  not  include  the  use  made  of  the  very  full  collec- 
tion of  works  of  reference,  to  which  the  public  have  fi^  access. 
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Of  the  additions,  it  may  Beem  that  fiction  forms  a  larger  share 
tiian  should  belong  to  it  It  has  been  a  question  of  serious  mo- 
ment how  far  novels  should  make  up  the  collection.  While  the 
public  taste  should  be  consulted,  it  is  important  that  it  should 
be  directed  aright  and  stimulated.  In  public  libraries,  the  ten- 
dency  is  towards  popular  reading.  To  what  extent  this  should 
be  carried  is  a  question  that  is  important  in  all  its  bearings, 
and  demands  the  strictest  attention.  On  the  whole,  however, 
your  Committee  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  tendency  is  not 
so  bad  as  it  seems  at  first  It  is  better  that  a  book  of  mod- 
erate merit  should  be  read  than  no  book  at  alL  Beading  begets 
a  taste  for  reading,  and  what  satisfies  the  mind  to-day  will  not 
be  satisfii^tory  to-morrow«  Much  may  be  gained  from  books 
that  are  far  below  standard  works.  For  these  reasons,  a  taste 
even  for  light  reading  should  be  encouraged,  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  lead  to  something  better.  Every  inducement  should  be  held 
out  to  draw  people  to  the  Library,  by  giving  them,  within  rca- 
aonable  limits,  what  they  want  and  what  they  will  use. 

In  the  Bates  Hall,  the  departments  relating  to  the  difierent 
professions  are  remarkably  full.  The  books  in  Theology  and 
Ecclesiastical  History  already  constitute  a  very  choice  collection, 
and  most  of  the  standard  works  on  Medicine  are  added  as  fast 
as  they  come  from  the  press.  The  best  collection  of  books  on 
Surgery  and  Medicine,  to  be  found  in  the  city,  is  here  thrown 
freely  open  to  the  physicians  and  medical  students  of  the 
commuifity.  During  the  last  summer  more  than  four  hundred 
and  fifty  volumes  on  Physiology  and  its  kindred  sciences,  from 
the  library  of  Professor  Brown-S^quard,  were  added  by  pur- 
chase. The  works  on  Law  are  neither  so  numerous  nor  so 
much  used  as  the  other  special  collections.  It  is  intended  that 
books  in  this  department  should  rather  supplement  other  law 
libraries  than  enter  into  any  competition  with  them  in  furnish- 
ing those  works  which  are  to  be  found  elsewhere. 
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The  Trustees  are  equally  careful  to  supply  what  is  needed 
for  the  successful  study  of  the  various  sciences  and  useful  arts. 
Blanks  are  furnished  to  all  applicants  who  wish  to  hare  any 
book  bought  for  the  Library  that  is  not  already  there.  Such 
applications  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  studies,  nor  to 
any  branch  of  literature.  In  addition  to  this,  books  thus 
applied  for  are  kept  five  days  from  general  circulation,  and  the 
applicant  is  informed  of  the  fact  This  is  done  so  that,  if  he 
wishes,  he  can  have  the  first  reading  of  the  book.  During  the 
past  year  more  persons  have  availed  themselves  of  this  privi- 
lege than  during  any  similar  period  in  the  history  of  the 
Library.  As  the  existence  of  such  opportunities  becomes 
known,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  used  as  freely  as  they  are 
furnished.  The  value  of  books  is  never  so  great  as  when  they 
are  in  use,  and,  other  things  being  equal,  it  is  better  to  buy 
those  that  are  known  to  be  wanted.  It  is  understood,  of  course, 
that  an  application  for  a  wicked  or  worthless  book  would 
not  be  considered,  but  practically  such  applications  are  not 
made,  so  that  they  may  be  disregarded  in  a  general  state- 
ment. A  person  who  would  use  a  public  library  has  too  much 
self-respect  to  ask  for  what  is  known  to  be  bad,  or  even  doubt- 
ful in  its  character,  and  such  a  person  would  not  wish  to  com- 
mit himself  in  writing,  as  wanting  anything  of  this  description. 
Books  are  sometimes  asked  for  that  cannot  be  found  in  the 
market,  and  of  course  they  cannot  be  bought ;  in  these  cases 
the  applicant  is  informed  of  the  result,  if  it  be  practicable  to  do 
so.  In  many  instances  it  is  necessary  to  send  to  Europe,  and  it 
may  take  months  to  find  them,  if  they  are  out  of  print,  as  is 
frequently  the  case. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  to  get  every  book  that  repre- 
sents the  earnest  and  honest  thought  of  any  sect  or  party,  and 
is  considered  a  fair  exponent  of  the  views  that  it  is  intended  to 
represent;  to  get  every  book  that  relates  to  the  arts,  sciences, 
or  literature,  or  that  embraces  any  subject  that  is  useful  to 
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mankind.  It  is  not  expected  that  all  these  will  be  obtained ; 
but  they  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Library.  The  only 
recognized  limit  is  the  ability  to  buy.  I'he  symmetrical  devel- 
opment of  the  different  branches  of  literature  in  a  library 
comes  with  time.  A  library  grows  by  successive  accretions, 
and  is  not  made  up  at  once.  A  large  collection  of  books  on 
any  subject  will  not  spring  into  existence  at  the  bidding,  but  it 
must  be  waited  for  and  bought  as  opportunity  offers.  Some 
of  the  departments,  however,  in  the  City  Library,  show  a  ful- 
ness that  is  gratifying. 

A  special  effort  has  been  made  to  collect  everything  of  an 
historical  character  that  bears  upon  the  Great  Bebellion.  It  is 
important  to  have  every  printed  history  of  a  regiment,  brigade, 
or  division,  that  took  part  in  the  war.  Such  a  collection  should 
not  be  confined  to  the  literature  of  one  side  only,  but  should 
embrace  rebel  as  well  as  loyal  publications.  In  all  parts  of  the 
country,  funeral  sermons  have  been  published,  commemorating 
the  valor  and  virtues  of  brave  soldiers,  known  but  little  beyond 
their  native  districts ;  and  all  such  are  wanted  for  the  library. 
Accounts  of  campaigns,  records  of  personal  experiences,  these, 
too,  should  be  collected.  Much  has  already  been  done  in  this 
direction,  and  much  remains  to  be  done.  It  is  with  the  aid  of 
these  materials  that  the  future  history  of  the  war  is  to  be 
written.  It  will  require  time  to  temper  the  statements  of  enthu- 
siastic and  interested  writers,  but  eventually  the  truth  will  be 
told,  and  it  will  be  found  by  sifting  the  accounts  taken  from 
these  various  sources. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  printing  of  the  catalogue  of 
the  Prince  Library  has  been  begun, — the  American  portion 
having  been  issued.  This  collection,  so  rich  in  the  early  history 
of  our  country,  deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice.  It  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  who  began  early  in  the  last 
century  to  collect  books  and  pamphlets  that  related  in  any  way 
to  New  England  History.    At  that  period,  the  number  of  per- 
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fions  interested  in  tliis  subject  was  verj  small.  For  this  reason 
his  competitors  were  few ;  and  his  position  as  a  clergyman  gave 
him  many  opportunities  for  forming  a  library,  the  value  of  which 
at  the  present  time  is  inestimable.  The  collection  com- 
prises nearly  2,000  volumes.  Some  of  these  include  several 
works,  where  different  pamphlets  are  bound  together  and  form 
a  single  volume.  About  one-third  of  these  volumes  bear, 
directly  or  indirectly,  on  American  History.  The  remainder 
of  thi?  collection  is  made  up  of  the  Theology  and  Literature 
that  formed,  invariably,  the  large  proportion  of  the  libraries 
of  the  clergymen  and  scholars  in  the  first  half  of  the  last 
century*  These  books  were  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Prince  to  the 
Old  South  Church,  of  which  he  was  the  pastor  at  the  time  of  his 
death ;  and  they  have  recently  been  deposited  by  its  pastors  and 
deacons,  under  certain  conditions,  in  the  Public  Library.  This 
collection  was  made  ''from  a  public  view,  and  with  a  desire  that 
the  memory  of  many  important  transactions  might  be  preserved, 
which  otherwise  would  be  lost"  Such  was  the  reason  given  by 
Mr.  Prince  when  he  left  it  to  the  church.  Keeping  in  view  his 
motive,  it  is  certain  that  his  wishes  are  more  fully  carried  out 
by  this  action  of  the  pastors  and  deacons  than  they  would  be,  if 
the  Library  were  kept  in  any  inconvenient  place.  Among  the 
volumes  of  bibliographical  note  and  value  in  the  collection  may 
be  mentioned  the  ''Bay  Psalm  Book,"  being  the  first  book 
printed  in  British  America ;  also,  a  copy  of  each  edition  of  the 
Indian  Bible,  a  monument  of  the  learning  and  patience  of  John 
Eliot;  besides  many  pamphlets  of  great  rarity  and  interest, 
written  by  the  early  founders  of  New  England.  There  are  also 
seven  bound  volumes  of  valuable  manuscripts,  which  have  lately 
been  printed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

The  pamphlets  of  the  Public  Library  are  beginning  to  assume 
the  proportions  commensurate  with  their  importance.  During 
the  past  few  months  they  have  been  arranged,  and  many  of  them 
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bound  or  prepared  for  binding.  They  constitute  a  feature  of  a 
library  now  recognized  everywhere  as  of  great  importance.  It 
is  not  many  years  since  they  were  thrown  aside  by  most  per- 
sons as  not  worth  the  trouble  of  keeping,  and  they  found  their 
final  resting-place  in  the  garret  or  the  waste-basket. 

All  pamphlets  are  not  equally  valuable,  nor  is  every  pamphlet 
now  valuable ;  but,  as  a  whole,  they  form  a  collection  by  all 
means  worth  saving,  particularly  in  a  large  library  of  reference. 
It  is  impossible  to  discriminate  between  them  so  as  to  throw  out 
what  will  not  be  wanted  at  some  future  day.  The  best  way,  there- 
fore, is  to  take  them  all.  The  pamphlet  literature  of  a  political 
character,  published  between  1765  and  1775,  furnishes  an 
important  element  in  the  history  of  our  country.  No  person 
can  be  conversant  with  the  primary  causes  of  the  American 
Revolution  without  knowing  the  facts  that  have  been  preserved 
only  in  this  precarious  way.  There  ought  to  be  in  the  Library, 
sets  of  the  printed  reports  of  all  the  societies  and  associations 
of  this  city  and  neighborhood;  and  as  fast  as  a  set  is  com- 
pleted, it  ought  to  be  bound.  It  may  be  of  no  particular  credit 
to  have  a  pamphlet,  but  it  is  a  discredit  not  to  have  it.  This 
remark  will  apply  to  books  that  are  to  a  certain  extent,  super- 
seded by  later  publications.  What  is  written  now  on  some 
branches  of  science  will  not  suffice  a  short  time  hence,  on 
account  of  further  investigations  in  those  branches.  But  such 
books  should  be  kept,  not  because  they  are  old,  but  because 
they  may  be  wanted  in  tracing  the  history  of  the  science. 

Many  duplicate  volumes  in  the  Public  Library  have  been 
exchanged  with  other  libraries,  and  such  exchanges  work  to 
mutual  advantage.  The  duplicates  took  up  valuable  room,  and 
required  care  and  attention.  The  books  received  in  return  for 
them  have  been  credited  to  the  givers  of  those  duplicates.  By 
doing  this,  no  injustice  is  done,  and  the  intention  of  all  parties 
is  carried  out. 

The  number  of  periodical  works  received  at  the  reading- 
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room,  is  probably  the  largest  in  the  country.  The  number  of 
reviews,  magazines,  and  serial  publications  there  to  be  found,  is 
two  hundred  and  ninety-one;  in  which  are  included  the 
prominent  publications  of  America  and  Europe.  It  is  a 
gratifying  fact,  that  never  has  the  reading-room  been  so  much 
used  as  it  now  is.  The  present  plan  of  keeping  the  peri- 
odicals behind  a  counter  and  giving  them  out  by  an  atten- 
dant when  called  for,  works  satisfactorily.  It  saves  much 
time,  and  is  of  great  convenience  to  the  readers.  When  they 
were  exposed  on  the  tables,  some  copies  would  get  misplaced, 
and  it  would  take  time  to  find  them.  Now  this  does  not  happen. 
It  is  rare,  also,  that  any  are  stolen  or  defaced,  as  was  formerly 
the  case.  An  applicant  leaves  his  name  and  address  with  the 
attendant  in  charge,  wliich  serves  as  a  check  against  such 
irregularities. 

During  the  past  year,  a  marble  bust  of  Mr.  George  Ticknor 
has  been  given  to  the  city,  by  some  of  its  most  distinguished 
citizens,  and  has  been  placed  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  build- 
ing, where  it  is  to  be  kept  in  acknowledgment  of  his  eminent 
services  to  the  Library.  As  a  faithful  and  beautiful  piece  of 
workmanship,  it  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  artist,  Mr.  Martin 
Milmore. 

n.  CATALOGUES. 

A  catalogue  for  a  library  is  what  an  index  is  to  a  book,  and  it 
is  more  indispensable.  Npt  to  know  where  a  book  is  to  be  found 
is  the  same  as  not  to  have  it.  The  card  system  now  in  use  is 
satisfactory,  and  answers  all  the  uses  to  be  expected  of  an 
unprinted  catalogue.  It  may  be  considered  the  result  of  the 
experience  of  our  large  libraries.  The  custom  of  publishing  a 
periodical  bulletin,  giving  a  list  of  the  accessions  available  for 
use,  is  continued,  and  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  It  has  proved 
successful,  and  cannot  well  be  dispensed  with.    It  is  sold  at  a 
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small  price,  and  editions  of  three  thousand  copies  are  necessary. 
By  means  of  it,  the  public  are  kept  informed  of  the  books 
added  for  reference  or  circulation. 

m.    THE    BUILDING. 

Your  committee  would  touch  briefly  upon  the  main  defects  of 
the  building,  as  they  have  been  already  so  often  pointed  out. 

The  lower  alcoves  of  the  Bates  Hall  are  so  poorly  lighted,  that 
it  is  often  impossible  in  a  dark  day  to  read  the  back-titles  of  the 
books  as  they  stand  on  the  shelves.  This  is  a  source  of  much 
annoyance  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  run  for  the  books,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  increases  the  chances  of  mistakes  in  putting 
them  back  in  their  places.  An  experiment  was  made  with  a  view 
to  correct  this  defect,  by  placing  a  reflector  so  that  the  light 
would  be  sent  into  the  dark  corners,  but  unfortunately,  this  did 
not  succeed.  It  will  probably  be  necessary  in  some  of  the 
alcoves  to  have  a  small  gas-burner,  which  may  be  used  in 
cloudy  weather,  to  obviate  this  difliculty.  The  ventilation  of 
the  delivery-room  of  the  Lower  Hall  is  inadequate,  and  the 
best  way  of  remedying  the  defect  is  not  very  clear.  When  the 
room  is  crowded,  as  it  is  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  the  air  is 
positively  bad. 

The  want  of  space  is  felt  by  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
various  kinds  of  work  incidental  to  a  large  library,  and  an 
inseparable  condition  of  its  management.  Much  inconvenience 
is  experienced  in  this  way,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  enlargement 
of  the  building  will  take  place  before  many  years,  as  it  will 
soon  become  necessary. 

IV.     CIRCULATION. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  all  large  libraries  to  shut  their 
doors  to  the  public  for  a  limited  season,  in  order  to  make  an 
annual  examination,  and  this  Library  has  been  no  exception  to 
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tiie  rale.  For  this  purpose  a  few  weeks  have  been  taken  in  the 
munmer  months,  when  the  Library  is  least  used.  Daring  this  period 
the  books  are  taken  down  and  dusted,  the  shelf-lists  verified 
and  the  building  cleaned.  This  work  can  be  done  with  greater 
convenience  to  the  persons  charged  with  doing  it,  and  more 
readily,  while  the  building  is  closed.  The  question  then  naturally 
arises  whether  the  public  do  not  have  such  rights  as  to  require 
a  modification  of  this  custom.  If  any  method  can  be  devised 
by  which  this  inconvenience  may  be  avoided,  your  Committee 
think  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  adopt  it.  It  is 
certainly  necessary  that  an  examination  be  made  for  ascertaining 
whether  the  books  are  in  their  proper  places,  as  well  as  for  the 
general  cleaning  and  dusting;  but  the  public  should  not  be  de- 
barred from  their  customary  privileges  while  this  annual  exami- 
nation is  going  on.  The  number  of  persons  who  would  use  the 
Library  during  the  short  period  when  it  is  closed  is  not  great, 
but  for  these  the  deprivation  is  a  hardship.  It  would  seem 
possible  to  make  this  annual  examination,  not  at  once  as  is  now 
done,  but  by  sections  of  the  Library,  and  extending,  if  necessary, 
through  the  year.  The  Library  might  be  divided  into  twelve 
sections,  and  one  of  these  examined  each  month  by  a  person 
whose  particular  duty  it  should  be  to  attend  to  that  business. 
In  this  way  the  whole  Library  might  be  gone  over  during  the 
twelve  months.  The  principal  objection  to  this  plan  is  the 
expense,  which  would  be  greater  than  it  now  is,  as  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  one  or  two  persons  in  each  Hall,  in  addition  to 
the  present  force.  Yei  if  the  public  can  be  better  served  in  this 
manner,  their 'convenience  should  be  considered  rather  than  the 
cost,  if  it  be  moderate.  Money  would  be  well  spent  in  this  way, 
and  would  not  be  grudged  by  the  City.  Great  care  should  of  course 
be  used  against  an  undue  expenditure  of  money,  but  this  does 
not  seem  to  come  under  that  head.  The  privileges  of  the  Library 
should  be  extended  as  freely  as  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
books  and  a  due  regard  to  economy.    For  these  reasons  your 
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Committee  would  recommend  that  a  trial  be  made  of  keeping  the 
Library  open  daring  the  whole  year,  without  closing  for  the 
annual  examination.  This  can  be  tried,  and  then  it  can  be  seen 
whether  or  not  it  would  succeed.  Another  reason  for  the  change 
might  be  stated,  though  it  is  not  one  of  great  force.  There  are  three 
distinct  years  connected  with  the  present  system  and  recognized 
in  its  administration.  First,  the  organization  year,  corresponding 
nearly  with  the  municipal  year  of  the  city  and  beginning  in 
January ;  secondly,  the  financial  year,  banning  in  May ;  and, 
thirdly,  the  statistical  year,  which  has  hitherto  begun  in  September, 
or  immediately  after  the  annual  examination.  If  the  plan 
recommended  should  be  adopted,  it  will  do  away  with  the  present 
statistical  year,  which  can  be  made  to  conform  to  one  of  the 
other  two  years.  Under  the  present  arrangement,  it  can  be 
known  what  books  are  missing  at  the  beginning  of  the  statis- 
tical year,  though  not  necessarily  the  exact  date  of  their  disap- 
pearance. Under  the  proposed  plan  it  would  be  known  only 
what  books  were  missing  during  a  year. 

It  has  sometimes  been  asked  why  the  Bates  Hall  cannot  be 
thrown  open  to  the  public  in  the  evening.  This  is  a  question  of 
great  importance,  and  has  been  very  carefully  considered  by 
your  Committee.  The  great  objection  to  this  proposition  is  the 
expense.  It  is  estimated  that  the  annual  cost  for  gas  necessary 
for  the  purpose  would  amount  to  more  than  $2,000.  This  may 
seem  a  large  estimate,  but,  when  it  is  considered  that  all  the 
alcoves  would  require  lighting,  it  does  not  seem  too  great.  It 
would  be  a  more  judicious  expenditure  to  buy  books  with  this 
money,  and  at  the  same  time  be  of  greater  service  to  a  larger 
number  of  persons.  The  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number, 
is  the  principle  on  which  the  Library  should  be  conducted. 
Already  the  appropriations  of  the  City  for  it  are  liberal,  and  your 
Committee  would  hesitate  before  recommending  a  plan  that 
would  involve  an  expenditure  of  money  for  the  larger  number  of 
attendants  that  would  be  necessary,  as  well  as  for  the  increased 
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expense  of  ligbting.  Furthermore,  it  would  require  a  main  gas 
pipe  from  the  street  into  the  building  larger  than  the  present 
one.  The  advantages  resulting  from  this  outlay  would  not  be  in 
proportion  to.  the  cost.  Apart  from  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
question,  the  risk  from  fire  would  be  considerably  increased. 

A  complaint  on  the  part  of  certain  persons  has  reached  the  ears 
of  your  Committee,  that  the  Administration  of  the  Library  is  too 
strict.  It  is  said  that  not  enough  freedom  of  the  alcoves  in  Bates 
Hall  is  given  to  the  public,  and  that  too  many  books  are  kept  from 
general  circulation  by  being  "  starred."    It  sometimes  happens 
with  an  applicant  for  books  that  he  does  not  know  exactly 
what  he  wants,  but  would  like  to  go  behind  the  railing  and 
select  for  himself.     It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Library  is 
not  in  any  sense  a  class  institution,  and  the  privileges  granted 
to  one  person  should  be  open  to  all.    In  each  case  like  the  one 
cited, it  would  be  impossible  to  spare  a  special  attendant  to  accom- 
pany the  applicant;  as  each  attendant  has  regular  and  necessary 
duties  to  perform.     There  is  a  catalogue  of  all  the  books  in  the 
Hall,  which  is  accessible  to  anybody  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  consult  it,  and  to  this  catalogue  the  new  books  arc  added  as 
fast  as  they  come  in.     With  these  liberal  facilities,  there  is  no 
good  ground  for  finding  fault  on  the  score  of  too  much  restraint 
in  the  building.  It  is  considered  by  some  a  hardship  that  certain 
books  are  not  allowed  to  circulate,  though  they  may  be  used  in 
the  Hall.     This  restriction  applies  principally  to  works  of  refer- 
ence, files  of  bound  newspapers,  and  books  of  such  rarity  that  if 
once  lost,  they  cannot  be  easily  replaced.  All  such  works  are  too 
important  to  the  public  to  be  monopolized  for  a  fortnight  by  any 
one  person  at  home.    It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  many  of 
these  books  were  given  and  accepted  on  the  condition  of  being 
used  only  in  the  building.  Then  again,  it  is  considered  by  others 
a  hardship  that  a  reference  to  two  citizens  is  required,  before 
cards  on  which  books  are  lent  are  issued,  though  such  reference 
carries  with  it  no  pecuniary  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
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citizens.  It  is  simply  a  guarantee .  that  there  is  such  a  person 
as  the  applicant  living  in  the  city.  It  was  found  by  experi- 
ence that  certain  dishonest  people  would  give  fictitious  names 
and  false  residences,  and  when  books  were  not  returned  that 
were  charged  to  such  persons,  it  was  impossible  to  trace  them. 
In  this  way  many  books  were  lost.  The  subject  received  a  great 
deal  of  attention  more  than  a  year  ago,  when  the  present  plan 
of  requiring  a  reference  was  adopted.  Now  their  statements 
have  to  be  verified,  and  when  found  correct,  every  privilege  of 
the  Library  is  open  to  them.  To  a  person  who  really  wants  to 
use  the  Library,  this  is  no  hardship.  The  proof  of  the  expe- 
diency of  this  rule  is  found  in  the  fact  that  only  one  seventh 
part  of  the  number  of  books,  that  was  formerly  lost,  is  lost  now. 
The  Trustees  would  be  derelict  in  their  duty  if  they  neglected 
any  wise  measure  for  the  safety  of  the  property  of  the  City.  The 
money  spent  on  books  should  be  considered  an  investment  rather 
than  an  expenditure,  and  such  property  should  be  guarded  with 
religious  care,  as  it  is  intended  for  posterity  as  well  as  for  our- 
selves. Some  of  your  Committee  entered  upon  the  examination 
of  the  Library  in  partial  sympathy  with  the  criticisms  that  have 
been  made  on  its  Administration,  but  since  they  have  seen  the 
practical  working  of  the  present  sy?jt«m  and  compared  it  with 
the  old  plan,  they  are  convinced  that  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  ask  for  the  references  now  required. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  congratulate  the  City  on 
having  a  Library  so  complete  in  its  details,  and  so  much  used 
by  its  citizens.  It  cannot  fstil  to  leave  its  mark  permanently  on 
the  character  of  the  community,  and  is  a  grand  supplement  to 
the  system  of  public  schools.  The  plan  of  universal  educa- 
tion culminates  fitly  in  an  institution  of  this  kind.  Let  the 
school-children  be  taught  that  their  education  does  not  stop 
when  they  leave  their  teachers,  but  is  a  duty  which  lasts  through 
life,  and  that  in  doing  this  duty  they  will  find  great  help  by 
using  the  Public  Library.    If  this  fact  be  fixed  in  their  minds, 
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it  will  redound  to  the  learning  and  morality  of  the  next  genera- 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  A.  GREEN,  Chairman, 
CHAS.  F.  BRADFORD, 
GEO.  L,  CHANEY, 
JOHN  S.  DWIGHT, 
SAM'L  ELIOT, 
J.  S.  LOMBARD. 

Public  Libraby,  November  11th,  1868. 


[B] 
REPORT  OF   THE  SUPERlNTENDExVT. 


To  THE  Trustees  :  — 

Gentlemen  :  The  great  loss  which  befell  this  Library  and 
the  science  of  Bibliography  in  the  death  of  mj  predecessor  in 
January  last,  makes  it  devolve  upon  me  to  report  the  affairs  of 
the  institution  for  the  whole  year,  though  my  administration  has 
extended  through  only  half  of  it.  It  was  our  further  misfortune 
to  find  in  our  unexpected  straits  that  the  health  of  Professor 
JillsoU;  the  General  Assistant  of  the  Library,  was  not  sufiSciently 
established  to  warrant  his  acceptance  of  the  superintendency  to 
which  he  was  unanimously  called. 

I  beg  leave  to  put  upon  permanent  record  a  notice  of  the 
death  of  Professor  Jewett,  which  was  printed  in  the  Bulletin  of 
the  Library,  issued  next  after  that  sad  event,  and  which  forms 
the  Appendix  of  this  Report,  marked  A. 

THE    BUILDING. 

A  closer  intimacy  with  the  details  of  the  Library  service  has 
served  to  strengthen  in  my  own  mind  the  convictions  expressed 
by  the  Examining  Committee  of  last  year,  that  this  building 
fitils  to  meet  the  requirements. 

Of  the  experiments  which  have  recently  been  made  to  give 
more  light  to  the  lower  alcoves  of  the  Bates  Hall,  and  to  the 
comer  alcoves  of  the  galleries,  the  introduction  of  a  gas* 
jet  seems  alone  to  have  succeeded.  We  were,  upon  several 
afternoons  of  the  past  winter,  obliged  to  suspend  the  delivery  of 
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books  in  the  Bates  Hall,  because  the  runners  could  not  see 
their  numbers  at  the  shelves ;  but  latterly  they  have  been  pro- 
vi<]cd  with  dark  lanterns,  to  which  there  are  of  course  manifest 
objections ;  and  there  does  not  seem  any  way  in  which  we  can  so 
practicably  solve  this  vexed  question,  as  by  the  introduction  into 
all  the  alcoves  of  a  gas-jet  similar  to  the  one  experimented 
with. 

The  arrival  of  books  in  large  invoices  at  the  same  time  (as 
happened  just  after  Mr.  Jewett's  death),  and  any  sudden  accu- 
mulation of  donations,  exchanges,  or  other  matters  demand- 
ing much  detail,  render  it  almost  impossible,  in  the  present 
cramped  quarters  for  such  work,  to  do  it  with  positive  accu- 
racy and  expedition.  It  is  always  a  matter  of  gratulation 
with  me,  that  no  more  errors  arise  than  really  do.  One 
scene  of  confusion  and  untidiness  has  been  cleared  up  by  the 
removal  of  the  library  bindery  from  one  of  the  alcoves  to  an 
extemporized  room  in  the  basement  The  arrears  of  pamphlet 
binding  and  repairs  are  now  disappearing,  and  experiments  are 
making  to  ascertain  by  gradual  expansion,  how  far  it  is  practi- 
cable in  an  economic  sense  to  do  all  binding  work  within  the 
building. 

Under  the  new  arrangements  made  in  May  last,  foreign  books, 
with  the  exception  of  periodicals  and  continuations  of  serial 
publications,  will  hereafter  be  received  in  a  bound  condition. 
Heretofore,  such  of  our  Continental  purchases  as  were  bought 
between  the  annual  invoices,  had  to  be  bound  after  their  recep- 
tion. With  the  new  system  operating,  we  shall  have  consider- 
ably fewer  new  books  to  bind;  and  the  work  can  be  more 
easily  done  in  the  building.  Our  repairs  to  books  must  neces- 
sarily increase  year  by  year,  as  well  as  the  miscellaneous  work 
of  his  trade,  which  a  single  workman  can  attend  to ;  and  unless 
from  the  results  of  the  experiments  now  in  progress,  it  shall  be 
found  advantageous  to  employ  additional  hands,  it  seems  hardly 
possible  that  wo  can  expect  entirely  to  dispense  with  the  assist- 
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ance  of  outside  binderies.  Meanwhile,  our  basement  seems  very 
well  adapted  for  what  uses  of  this  nature  we  may  require 
of  it. 

The  arrangement  of  the  pamphlets  has  also  demonstrated  the 
insufficiency  of  space.  It  is  possible,  I  think,  if  no  better  accom- 
modation is  ever  provided  for  the  (estimated)  30,000  duplicate 
pamphlets,  and  6,000  duplicate  volumes  which  we  now  possess 
(a  number  likely  to  increase),  that  another  of  the  basement 
apartments  now  used  as  a  lumber  room,  can  be  fitted  to  receive 
them,  whenever  it  is  thought  necessary  for  the  sake  of  better 
ventilation  to  remove  the  present  false  ceiling  of  the  Lower  Hall 
Delivery  Boom  (which  forms  the  floor  of  the  present  pamphlet 
room);  and  whenever  the  increase  of  the  collection  proper 
demands  the  whole  of  the  upper  galleries  of  the  Bates  Hall.  ' 

This  leaves  our  collection  of  shelfpatnphlets  to  be  provided 
for,  and  they  consist  of  two  classes : 

I.  Those  received  in  a  bound  state,  but  without  classification 
by  author  or  subject,  of  which  we  have  now  about  five  hundred 
and  fifty  volumes.  But  few  of  these  volumes  are  sufficiently 
specific  in  their  composite  nature  to  warrant  their  being  placed 
in  the  general  classes  of  books  by  subjects.  This  kind  of  volume 
will  only  grow  by  gifts,  as  a  heterogeneous  binding  together  of 
pamphlets  can  hardly  meet  with  the  approval  of  librarians. 
But  in  such  a  way  the  number  will  grow,  and  definite  shelf- 
room  must  in  time  be  assigned  them.  They  have  no  fixed  loca- 
tion at  present 

n.  Some  20,000  unbound  pamphlets,  which  number  will 
probably  increase  to  over  25,000  before  they  get  that  com- 
pleteness, which  will  warrant  binding  them  by  subject  or 
author;  and  to  this  increase  we  are  now  paying  special 
attention.  As  fast  as  bound  they  will  find  their  appropriate 
place  on  the  shelves,  according  to  the  general  classifications  of 
the  Library.  Meanwhile  the  incomplete  series  must  be  kept  in 
boxes,  which  can  be  located  as  books.    Still  there  will  be  a  con- 
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siderable  number  so  miscellaneous,  that  they  will  need  to  be  put 
temporarily  at  least,  with  the  bound  heterogeneous  pamphlets. 
Low  cases,  backed  against  the  iron  rail  in  the  Bowditch  gallery, 
would  hold  all  sach,  and  if  we  had  the  cases,  that  would  seem 
to  be  the  most  convenient  disposition  to  be  made  of  them.  Cor- 
responding cases  will  have  to  be  placed  in  due  time  in  the 
gallery  over  the  Bowditch,  to  accommodate  the  increase  of  the 
British  Parliamentary  Documents.  We  shall  need  some  addi- 
tional shelf-room  during  the  coming  year  for  the  Specifications 
of  the  British  Patents.  All  the  available  space  in  the  present 
room  which  can  be  assigned  to  the  folios,  is  niore  than  occupied. 
Temporary  accommodation,  pending  a  more  spacious  apartment, 
which  we  may  hope  to  have  hereafter,  can  best  be  secured,  I 
think,  by  similar  low  cases  backed  against  the  rail  in  the  gallery 
devoted  to  the  American  Congressional  Documents. 

With  the  shelving  recently  done  in  certain  alcoves,  all  spaces 
are  now  occupied,  which  were  intended  originally  to  be  devoted 
to  shelves.  It  may  become  necessary  later  to  give  to  this  pur- 
pose certain  places,  where  the  shelving  will  somewhat  mar  the 
architectural  symmetry  of  alcove  and  gallery. 

We  are  already  locating  large  works  of  plates,  etc.,  in  imag- 
inary cabinets,  in  anticipation  of  some  cases  of  this  kind  being 
placed  in  the  alcoves  of  the  first  gallery,  where  they  are  much 
needed  in  certain  classifications. 

We  have  now  no  suitable  accommodations  for  bound  news* 
papers,  and  our  collection  is  fast  increasing  by  exchange,  and 
by  gift,  induced  by  the  list  of  our  deficiencies  printed  in  the 
Bulletins.  The  volumes  are  kept  wherever  suflScient  shelf  alti-. 
tude  permits.  If  no  provision  is  made  for  this  department  by 
an  extension  of  our  building,  we  may  be  obliged  to  devote  one 
of  the  lumber-rooms  of  the  basement  to  this  end. 

Our  classifications  of  American  history  and  literature,  and  of 
periodicals  have  already  ou^own  considerably  the  space  allotted 
them. 
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THE    BOOKS. 


Extent  op  the  Entire  Collectiox.  (See  Appendix  B.) 
The  Library  contained,  August  1,  1868,  over  144,000  volumes; 
and  about  20,000  pamphlets,  destined  to  make,  say,  2,000  bound 
volumes ;  beside,  say,  30,000  pamphlets,  which  are  duplicates. 

This  enumeration  puts  us  for  extent,  second  in  the  list  of 
American  Libraries,  and  gives  us  a  respectable  standing  among 
the  lesser  of  what  may  be  called  the  great  libraries  of  the 
world.  The  Library  of  Congress  has  175,000  volumes,  and 
from  50,000  to  70,000  pamphlets,  and  takes  the  first  place  in 
this  country,  and  mast  keep  it,  while  it  and  our  own  library 
retain  respectively  their  present  rate  of  increase.  It  secures 
under  the  copyright  act  a  copy  of  every  American  book,  without 
cost;  and  Congress  now  appropriates  $10,000  for  foreign 
books,  no  part  of  which  is  taken  for  binding,  except  it  be  done 
abroad;  all  home  work  of  this  kind  being  effected  at  the 
Government  bindery.  It  also  expends  $1,500,  per  year  for 
Periodicals.  Our  present  income  for  all  such  purposes  is  about 
$17,600,  which  must  pay  for  American  books  as  well  as  for  for- 
eign, and  a  part  of  which  is  further  chargeable  to  binding. 

The  other  large  libraries  of  this  continent  come  after  our  own 
in  the  following  order,  and  their  present  condition  is  rather 
favorable  to  the  belief  that  the  gap  between  this  and  such  others 
will  be  widened  rather  than  contracted. 

Astor  Library,  N.  Y.    .        .  .  188,000  vols. 

Gore  Hall  (Harvard  College)  .  118,000  "     100,000  pphs. 

Boston  AthenfiBum      ,  .        .  .  100,000  "      70,000    " 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  .  98,000  " 

Philadelphia  Library  Company  .  85,000 

Library  of  Parliament,  Ottawa  .  60,000 

Yale  College  Library    .        .  .  50,000  "      20,000    « 

American  Antiquarian  Society  .  50,000  '' 


cc 
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The  Libraries  in  Boston  having  over  10,000  volumes  are  as 
follows : 


Public  Library 

144,000 

Athenff^nm 

100,000 

State  Library   . 

28,500 

Mercantile  Library   . 

20,000 

Boston  Library 

19,000 

Mass.  Historical  Society 

18,500 

Natural  History  Society 

12,000 

Our  library  is  the  only  one  among  the  largo  libraries  of  the 
country  supported  in  the  main  by  municipal  grants.  Only  two 
other  of  the  pvblic  libraries  of  this  country  have  as  yet  assumed 
any  considerable  proportions,  namely  that  of 

New  Bedford         .        .        21,000  vols. 
Cincinnati      .        .        .        20,000 


i( 


The  largest  of  the  jpi^Ztc  libraries  of  England  established 
under  the  Parliamentary  acts,  which  allow  a  penny  in  the  pound 
valuation,  to  be  assessed  for  the  support  of  such  libraries,  are 
those  of 


Liverpool 

Manchester 

Birmingham 


84,000  vols. 
84,000    " 
50,000 


4( 


ExTEarr  op  the  Bates  Hall  Collection.  (See  Appendix  B.) 
A  comparison  of  this  year  and  last  is  shown  by  the  following 
statement : 


The  General  Library  . 
Bowditch  Library 
Parker  Library    .        .        .        , 
"      Duplicates  (not  for  sale) 
Prince  Library    .        .        .        , 


1867. 

1868. 

87,658 

93,953 

2,542 

2,542 

11,721 

11,721 

186 

186 

1,952 

1,952 

Books  not  located  August  1 


Deduct  loss  since  1861 


PUBLIC  LIBBABT. 

33 

b   1         .         .         . 

les  (for  sale) 

180T. 

1,678 
5,146 

1868. 

1,827 
5,805 

• 
•        •        •        • 

110,881 
99 

117,486 
80 

110,782 

117,406 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  year's  report  represents  fewer 
lost  from  the  opening  of  this  hall  than  were  last  year  accounted 
in  that  category.  Although  six  are  unaccounted  for  this  year 
which  were  on  the  shelyes  last  year,  twenty-five  are  on  the 
shelves  this  year  which  were  reported,  correctly  or  otherwise, 
missing  last  year. 

"Extent  of  the  Lower  Hall  Collection.  (See  Appendix  B.) 

The  number  of  volumes  on  the  shelves, 

August  1,1867 25,199 

Added  to  August  1,  1868 2,008 


Deduct  transfers  of  books  to  Bates  Hall      389 
Condemned  during  the  year  .        .        .        257 


27,202 


596 


In  the  Lower  Hall,  August  1, 1868,  26,606 

The  above  transfers  were  all  in  the  Department  of  Travels 
and  Biography,  and  were  such  books  as  would  find  more  use  in 
the  upper  library.  In  the  printing  of  new  Finding  Lists,  and 
in  the  revision  of  the  old,  it  is  likely  that  during  the  coming 
year,  a  considerable  number  of  other  transfers  will  be  mai^e. 

Total  Increase  for  the  Year.     (See  Appendix  B.)  Nearly 

8,300  volumes  have  been  added  during  the  year,  —  a  larger 

gain  than  ever  before  made,  except  when  the  great  Bates  gift 

and  the  Parker  bequest  were  received ;  and  it  is  considerably 

above  the  average  yearly  gain  otherwise,  which  for  the  past  ten 

years  has  been  6,379. 
8 
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Except  the  Library  of  Congress  (which  has  had  the  excep- 
tional yearly  gain  for  ihe  past  three  years  of  over  28,000 
volumes,  owing  to  its  absorption  of  other  collections),  there 
is  but  one  other  library  in  the  country  showing  equal  increase. 
The  New  York  Mercantile  Library  has  added  for  the  last  three 
years,  an  average  of  9,821  volumes;  but  it  should  be  remarked, 
that  it  buys  duplicates  by  the  hundred,  and  sells  them  oflF,  when 
their  circulation  slackens,  at  a  large  discount  upon  cost,  so 
that  this  increase  is  not  the  measure  of  the  permanent  enlarge- 
ment of  the  library.  Some  deduction  for  ephemeral  du- 
plicates must  also  be  made  from  our  own  increase,  before 
comparing*  with  libraries  which  buy  few  or  no  duplicates.  The 
average  increase  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  as  follows, 
of  the  libraries  under  named :  — 


Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore  (exceptional), 
Boston  Athenaeum 
Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library 

Gore  Hall  (Harvard  College) 

* 

State  Library,  (Albany)     . 
Astor  Library     • 
San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library 
Tale  College  (exceptional) 


5,500  vols 

4,132 

C( 

2,500 

• 

u 

2,315 

(( 

2,250 

C( 

2,200 

4i 

2,100 

(( 

2,000 

i% 

1,950 

4S 

Ingbease  of  the  Bates  Hall.    (Sec  Appendix  B.) 


Gain  in  located  books  for  the  year 

Of  these  not  located  at  last  report  (1867) 


Added  and  located 

Added  and  not  located  August  1 

Net  increase  of  duplicates 

Bates  Hall  gain  for  the  year 
Deduct  volumes  transferred  to  B.  H. 

Net  gain  for  the  year 


6,297  vols. 
1,678    " 


4,619 

i< 

1,827 

n 

659 

c< 

6,605 

4( 

339 

(( 

6,266     " 
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Increase  of  the  Lower  Hall.    (See  Appendix  B.) 

Added  during  the  year        .        .        •        .        2,003  yoIb. 
Less  transfers  and  condemned  books  .        .  596    ^' 


Net  gain  of  L.H 1,407    " 

Increase  frox  New  Books.  New  publications  have  made 
nearly  forty-three  per  cent  of  the  additions  to  both  halls  during 
tbe  year,  and  more  than  last  year,  as  follows : 

1867.        1868. 

English  Books  with  British  Imprint  635  708  vols. 

English  Books  with  American  imprint  1,154  1,445     ^* 

English  Books  with  Continental  imprint  104  100     ^' 

Foreign  Books          ....  539  673    " 

Duplicates  of  either  class         .        .  97 


2,529,     2,826     " 
The  duplicates  this  year  are  included  in  the  divisionary  items. 

Donations.  (See  List  of  Donors  in  Appendix  E.)  Exclud- 
ing anonymous  donors,  the  average  number  of  persons  who  have 
given  books  to  the  Library  during  the  nine  years  before  this 
last,  was  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  each  year;  and  I  have  to 
record  for  the  year  now  closed,  the  larger  number  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-two.  It  will  be  seen  by  Appendix  B  that  the 
number  of  books  given,  1,554,  is  in  excess  of  any  year  since  the 
Parker  Library  was  received;  while  the  pamphlets  given,  2,513, 
constitute  a  fair  average. 

As  the  collection  stands  to-day,  nearly  one-half  of  its  144,000 
volumes  have  been  added  by  direct  gift,  while  of  the  remainder 
a  very  large  proportion,  and  nearly  all  of  its  costly  works  and 
books  of  permanent  value,  have  been  bought  with  the  income  of 
funds,  established  by  private  mtinificence.  The  collection  of 
pamphlets  has  been  almost  wholly  given. 


n 
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This  gratifying  feature  was  dwelt  upon  in  the  Report  of  the 
Examining  Committee  for  last  year.  There  is  some  force  in  the 
rejoinder  that  donations  to  public  libraries  are  very  apt  to  be 
of  the  refuse  lumber  of  private  collections.  The  nucleus  of  our 
present  library,  which  was  stored  for  some  years  in  the  old 
'•City  Hall"  —  a  collection  of  some  two  or  three  thousand 
volumes  —  had  doubtless  little  of  much  value.  The  beginnings 
of  all  libraries,  started  on  a  common  impulse  in  a  community  to 
accumulate  at  once,  is  very  likely  to  show  similar  results.  Of 
the  3,200  volumes  given  to  start  the  Free  Library  of  Manches- 
ter, England,  over  2,000  were  reckoned  of  little  value. 

Of  the  70,000  volumes,  which  in  round  numbers  may  be  said 
to  be  the  extent  of  our  growth  from  this  cause,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  about  the  great  value  of  the  nearly  25,000  given  by  Mr. 
Bates,  the  nearly  12,000  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Parker,  the  2,500 
volumes  of  the  Bowditch  collection,  and  the  several  thousands 
given  each  by  Mr.  Ticknor  ai^d  Mr.  Everett ;  making,  say  50,000 
volumes  of  unquestionable  value.  Of  the  remaining  20,000  a 
considerable  portion  were  useful,  and  a  large  part  doubtless 
duplicates  of  previous  acquisitions,  which  have  served  in 
exchanges,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  books  given  find  their  location 
in  the  Bates  Hall,  because  not  suited  for  popular  circulation.  If 
sometimes  of  little  market  value,  they  are  entitled  to  preserva- 
tion with  «  care  that  perennial  books,  because  often  reprinted| 
do  not  so  emphatically  demand.  They  are  quite  as  likely  to  be 
hereafter  the  foundation  of  history  as  better  books  are.  That 
Library  which  seems  securely  permanent  and  regardful  of  care- 
fully preserving  its  treasures,  invites  donations  with  an  urgency 
of  its  own,  and  it  behooves  those  who  thoughtlessly  complain 
of  our  diligence  in  guarding  to  a  reasonable  degree  the  books, 
which  friends  of  the  community  have  intrusted  to  the  City  for 
the  use  of  those  who  come  after  them,  to  remember  that  we  shall 
alienate  our  benefactors,  and  Uiose  intending  to  be  such,  if  we 
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are  uomindfal  of  the  trusc  that  is  committed  to  us.  But  for  the 
assurance  of  permanencj,  which  we  are  bound  to  make  good, 
we  should  hardly  have  been  cared  for  by  private  benefactions  to 
the  extent  we  have. 

Libraries  which  are  subject  to  the  caprices  of  associations, 
and  may  be  voted  asunder,  seldom  secure  the  favors  of  benefac- 
tors. The  Mercantile  Libraries  of  the  country,  which  are  gen- 
erally flourishing  institutions,  find  few  additions  from  donations. 
The  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York  makes  its  large  annual 
addition  almost  wholly  from  purchases. 

Our  donations  during  the  last  three  years  have  been  nearly  a 
quarter  as  many  as  our  purchases,  taking  the  whole  library, 
but  the  proportion  is  far  larger  for  the  Bates  Hall  alone,  which 
must  be  considered  in  comparison  with  the  great  libraries  of  the 
country,  which  have  but  to  small  extent,  the  equivalent  of  our 
lower  department.  At  the  Astor  Library,  out  of  a  yearly 
increase  of  2,100  volumes,  only  300  come  from  gifts. 

Shelp  Dupucates.  Located  duplicates  arc  not  found  in 
the  Bates  Hall,  in  large  numbers ;  but  the*  accession  of  entire 
libraries  like  the  Parker,  Bowditch,  and  Prince,  has  necessarilf 
increased  such  duplicates,  so  far  as  they  contained  counterparts 
of  the  General  Collection  and  of  each  other.  There  seems  to 
have  been  an  unfortunate  omission  in  the  printed  supplemental 
catalogue  of  the  Bates  Hall,  inasmuch  as  such  titles  in  the  Parker 
Collection,  and  some  others,  as  were  duplicates  of  books  already 
designated  in  the  first  volume,  were  not  repeated.  There  being 
no  printed  reference  to  these  duplicates,  the  use  of  them  is  cut 
ofi*,  when  it  might  be  desirable,  while  the  other  copy  may  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  borrower. 

It  is  a  matter  deserving  some  thought  how  far  the  Lower  Hall 
should  be  duplicated  in  the  Bates  Hall.  During  the  past  year 
this  has  been  done  in  the  accessions  more  freely  than  usual,  and 
to  it,  I  assign  in  part  the  cause  of  the  greater  use  made  of  the 
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Bates  Hall.  Every  book  suited  for  a  popular  recognition  at 
oncei  and  likely  also  to  maintain  its  ralae,  except  it  be  in  the 
class  of  fiction;  seems  naturally  to  be  demanded  for  each  hall, 
as  answering  the  ends  of  each.  It  is  hardly  practicable,  howcTer, 
if  more  than  two  copies  of  a  book  are  needed,  that  the  third  and 
subsequent  copies  should  be  placed  otherwise  than  in  the  Lower 
Hall,  where  provision  for  many  duplicates  is  alone  made.  With 
this  view  measures  have  been  taken  to  provide  the  Bates  Hall 
with  copies  of  the  standard  though  popular  histories,  which  have 
been  heretofore  confined  to  the  Lower  Hall.  Copies  of  Irving, 
Cooper,  Hawthorne,  and  Thackeray  have  also  been  put  in  the 
Bates  Hall ybr  reference  onlyj  and  on  the  same  ground  Dickens  and 
Bulwer  will  be,  when  they  are  no  longer  living.  In  judging 
of  the  eligibility  of  contemporary  novelists  and  popular  belle- 
Icttrists  of  the  higher  class,  it  has  been  deemed  best  to  exclude 
them  during  their  lives,  except  in  some  cases  perhaps  when 
writing  in  foreign  tongues,  and  not  to  admit  them  generally 
for  home  use,  as  they  can  be  obtained  for  that  object  from  the 
Lower  Hall. 

The  untidy  condition,  into  which  popular  books  suffered  to  go 
into  the  hands  of  a  promiscuous  clientage,  must  necessarily  fall, 
naturally  gives  some  a  distaste  for  frequenting  the  Lower  Depart- 
ment ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  such  persons  cannot  be  supplied  with 
cleaner  copies  of  the  same  books  in  the  Upper  Hall  without  the 
risk  of  inviting  those  to  use  them  who  would  soon  obliterate  the 
distinctions  of  cleanliness  between  the  two  Halls.  This  duplica- 
tion of  other  books  than  fiction,  when  not  merely  ephemeral,  can, 
I  think,  go  on  without  the  same,  and  perhaps  with  scarcely 
any  risk,  where  more  than  one  copy  is  desirable. 

When  our  records  show  that  35,000  new  paper  covers  were 
put  upon  books  in  the  Lower  Hall  during  the  past  year,  it 
would  indicate  that  considerable  assiduity  is  experienced  to  keep 
the  outside  of  the  books  presentable.  A  large  number  have 
had  their  bindings  repaired  or  renewed ;  and  two  hundred  and 
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fiftj-seven  volumes  have  been  condemned.  After  the  thorough 
examination  which  Mr.  Jillson  gave  this  lower  collection  a  year 
ago,  and  the  discarding  of  a  large  number  of  volumes  as  worn 
beyond  repair,  it  seems  probable  that^  for  the  past  year,  its 
26,000  volumes  have  been  in  a  better  condition  than  for  a  long 
time  previous. 

These  discarded  volumes  consisted  of  books  defective  in  them- 
selves or  belonging  to  broken  sets.  The  latter  are  now  among 
our  odd  volumes,  held  for  exchange;  while  the  others  were 

•  

divided  between  the  Insane  Hospital  at  South  Boston  and  the 
City  Hospital,  where  they  have  had  a  new  run  of  usefulness*. 

Shelf  duplicates  constitute  one-quarter  of  the  entire  Lower 
Hall  collection.  They  make  one  half  of  the  volumes  in  the 
alcoves  of  Fiction  and  Juveniles,  and  one-quarter  of  those  of 
Biography.  The  new  system  of  recording  loans  by  slips  has 
enabled  us  constantly  to  test  the  circulation  on  our  number  of 
copies,  and  we  have  bought  duplicates  with  more  freedom,  when 
we  could  do  it  with  so  much  greater  knowledge  of  what  was 
required. 

Sale  Duplicates  and  Odd  Volumes.    (See  Appendix  B.) 


18ff7. 

1868. 

Number  at  beginning  of  year 

4,955 

5,146  vols. 

Added  during  the  year,  those 

for  1868  including  214  odd  vol- 

umes from  the  L.  H. 

714 

1,004  »* 

5,669         6150  " 
Disposed  of 523  845 " 


Total,  not  including  Parker  Duplicates         5,146        5,805  ^^ 

We  have  thus  over  five  hundred  more  duplicates,  after  exclud- 
ing the  odd  volumes,  than  we  ever  before  possessed.  Our 
Bulletin  advertisements  and  the  completion  of  our  pamphlet  sets 
are  now  affording  additional  facilities  for  exchanges,  over  what 
we  have  before  possessed. 
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Onr  duplicates  for  exchange  are  exceeded  in  number  by  those 
of  the  Library  of  Congress,  9,000  volumes,  and  those  of  the  New 
York  Mercantile  Library,  8,000 ;  but  the  latter's  are  chiefly 
popular  books  of  the  day,  whose  circulation  has  fallen  below  the 
demand  existing,  when  they  bought  them  in  duplicate  by  the 
hundreds.  There  are  a  great  many  books  of  considerable  value 
among  our  duplicates.  There  is  no  other  library  in  the  country 
which  has  over  2,000. 


Yale  College  Library  has         •        .        .        . 

1,500 

•New  York  State  Library          .        .        .        . 

1,500 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 

500 

American  Congregational  Library        *    • 

500 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore 

400 

Astor  Library 

400 

Natural  History  Society,  Boston    • 

.      3—400 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society     . 

250 

Boston  Athenffium 

100 

Pamphlets.  (See  Appendix  B.)  A  more  satisfactory  report 
can  now  be  made  of  this  department  than  ever  before. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Parker,  and 
given  by  Mr.  Wm.  Everett,  our  average  gain  in  pamphlets  has 
been  about  3,000  a  year ;  throwing  out  those  large  gifts,  the 
average  would  be  about  2,000 ;  and  somethiug  like  2,800  have 
been  added  during  the  year  past. 

If  we  add  those  worth  preserving,  of  several  thousand  book- 
catalogues  (of  sales  and  booksellers'  stocks,  etc.)  which  have  not 
always  been  counted  as  accessions,  we  may  say  that  in  round  num- 
bers nearly  60,000  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Library  from 
the  beginning;  and  of  these  about  2,500  have  alone  been  bought. 
Excluding  those  which  now  are  in  binding  and  count  as  books 
or  parts  of  books,  we  may  reckon  that  there  are  50,000  remaining 
unbound,  and  that  over  one-half  of  these  are  duplicates.  These 
last  need  to  be  arranged,  so  that  any  pamphlet  can  be  found, 
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thereby  facilitating  exchanges.  The  others  are  now  all  sub- 
divided, and  among  them  there  are  nearly  8,000  of  a  mis- 
cellaneous kind,  which  I  hope  to  dispose  of  in  large  part  as 
bound  books,  arranged  in  group3  or  singly,  by  authors  as  far  as 
possible,  and  secondarily  by  subjects.  These  I  also  hope  to 
increase  materially  by  application  to  their  authors,  to  supply 
our  deficiencies  in  their  issues  of  this  kind.  We  are  now  by 
this  sort  of  application  and  by  exchanges  with  other  libraries, 
extensively  increasing,  preparatory  to  binding,  the  class  of  docu- 
ments of  cities,  towns,  etc.,  and  Reports  of  Corporations,  Societies, 
etc.,  which  on  the  1st  of  August  numbered  over  5,000.  The  four 
hundred  then  reported,  of  Rail  Road  reports  will  doubtless  be 
swelled  materially  as  our  efforts  succeed  in  completing  broken 
sets.  Between  3,000  and  4,000  of  library  and  book  catalogues 
are  already  in  large  part  assorted  and  bound  as  need  be. 
Between  one  hundred  and  two  hundred  odd  numbers  of  Alma- 
nacs have  had,  since  the  enumeration,  the  broken  sets  of  the 
principal  ones  among  them  partially  or  wholly  filled  up,  and  are 
likewise  now  prepared  for  the  shelves,  either  bound  or  in  boxes. 
Nearly  1,200  Documents  of  the  United  States  Government  are 
doubtless  duplicates  of  others  in  our  set  of  Congressional  Papers, 
—  now  esteemed  the  completest  in  existence,  since  the  one  hun- 
dred volumes  given  by  the  heirs  of  Josiah  Quincy  have  filled 
in  an  important  gap  in  the  set  originally  formed  by  Mr.  Everett. 
The  other  divisions  consist  of  odd  serial  numbers  of  books, 
catalogues  of  Fine  Arts  Exhibitions,  Guide  books  and  odd 
numbers  of  Periodicals,  (of  which  we  have  no  sets). 

I  am  in  hopes  before  another  year  to  report  considerable 
progress  in  the  cataloguing,  arranging  in  boxes,  or  binding  of  all 
these,  and  perhapd  in  the  assortment  of  the  duplicates. 

Three  other  libraries  have  larger  collections  than  ours,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  list : 
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Harvai'd  College         •        •        .      100,000  catalogued. 

Boston  Athenseum       .        .        .        70,000  mostly  catalogued. 

Library  of  Congress    .        .        .  50-70,000  two-thirds  cataloged. 

American  Congregational  Library       30,000  arranged. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society        20,000  catalogued. 

Brown  University       .        .        .        20,000  in  vols.,  catalogued. 

N.  Y.  Mercantile  Library  •        .        12,000    small  part  cataloged. 

• 

CIRCULATION. 

The  Registration  op  Book-takers.  (See  Appendix  F.) 
Last  year's  Report  stated  the  grounds  for  a  new  registration 
to  have  been  a  plundering  of  the  institution  by  book-takers  to 
an  extent  which  had  outgrown  the  increasing  circulation  in  a 
tenfold  ratio.  It  may  have  been  done  by  two  or  three  in  a  hun- 
dred; but  this  small  number  of  the  unfaithful  could  not  bo 
restrained  unless  by  some  system,  under  which  the  faithful  would 
act  in  concert  with  us,  and  submit  to  some  check  themselves, 
though  it  need  be  but  slight.  If  the  books  had  been  stolen  from 
our  shelves,  a  system  of  espionage  in  the  building,  at  a  cost  of 
five  or  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  might  have  left  the  faithful 
to  their  old  ways ;  and  a  system  of .  espionage  upon  the  habit 
of  giving  aliases  and  wrong  residences  (means  by  which  the 
evil  practices  were  carried  on),  could  scarce  be  less  offensively 
established  than  by  the  method  decided  upon.  There  was  the 
additional  duty  incumbent  on  the  institution  of  not  continuing  a 
system  which  was  demoralizing  rapidly  the  youths  frequenting 
the  library,  by  offering  the  chance  of  depredation  with  impunity, 
and  which  further  permitted,  with  little  chance  of  detection,  the 
*  practice  of  securing  several  cards  under  assumed  names. 

The  notice  stated  that  the  names  of  two  tesponsible  citizens 
w^ould  be  required ;  but  in  practice  the  names  of  anybody  were 
taken,  and  cards  were  given,  if  the  investigation  proved  satisfiac- 
tory.  It  was  apparent  that  in  a  public  institution  we  must 
require  this  of  everybody,  and  it  was  hoped  no  umbrage  would 
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be  taken  at  so  reasonable  a  course,  which  was  the  only  way  in 
which  the  library  could  escape  the  imputation  of  granting  class- 
privileges.  It  is  not  known  that  the  asking  of  these  two  names 
has  kept  away  a  single  person  who  could  not  give  them,  but  some 
who  iDould  not  have  foregone  its  privileges  rather  than  do  this 
penance  for  the  public  good.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
founders  of  the  library  contemplated  much  more  stringent  meas- 
ures than  these.  *  The  preliminary  Bepoit  of  1 852  recommended 
pecuniary  guarantees  from  persons  not  personally  or  reputably 
known^  and  it  was  this  report  that  induced  Mr.  Bates  to  do 
what  ho  did.  Because  the  Trustees  subsequently  thought  to 
try  the  freer  experiment  it  is  not  binding  upon  their  successors 
to  fail  to  be  governed  by  the  results  of  the  experiment. 

It  is  a  fact  that  all  libraries  of  any  considerable  size  find  it 
necessary  to  go  farther  than  we  now  go  in  the  matter  of  guar- 
antees. Libraries  of  colleges  are  secured  by  the  ))onds  given 
by  their  students.  Gorporated  libraries  have  the  stock  and 
assessments  of  their  shareholders  to  depend  upon.  Libraries  of 
Congress  and  States  have  prior  claims  upon  the  pay  of  legisla- 
tors. Ought  not  public  libraries;  throwing  open.their  collections 
to  all,  to  have  some  protection  ?  There  are  nearly  sixty  free 
public  libraries  in  the  towns  and  lesser  cities  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  practice  is  usual  with  them  (where  the  chances  of  know- 
ing personally  the  applicants  is  much  greater  than  in  a  ci^ 
like  Boston),  to  demand  vouchers,  particularly  for  minors. 
The  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati  demands  a  deposit  of  three 
dollars  from  its  citizens  who  wish  to  use  its  books. 

It  seems  puerile,  but  for  some  misjudgments  in  the  commu- 
nity, to  re-iterate  the  necessity  of  protecting  property  reasonably, 
which  is  committed  to  persons  in  trust.  The  city  pledges  its 
faith  in  accepting  donations,  whether  a  single  pamphlet  or  of 
such  value  as  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Bates,  that  diligent  care  shall  be 
exercised  to  preserve  them,  not  only  for  the  citizen  of  to-day  but  of 
all  time.     Without  this  implied  assurance,  the  Library  must  lose 
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its  hold  upon  the  sympathies  of  those  who  have  or  may  become 
its  benefactors.  Those  who  care  always  to  find  a  book  they 
wish,  will  suffer  less  deprivation  from  a  preventive  system  than 
from  another  which  renders  their  chances  uncertain.  The  man- 
agers of  the  Library  are  under  the  joint  obligation  to  preserve 
what  is  committed  to  their  charge,  and  to  extend  the  use  of  it  as 
far  as  can  be  done  with  a  reasonable  reconcilement  of  the  two 
duties ;  and  it  would  be,  without  permitting  license,  difficult  to 
devise  a  more  liberal  construction  of  this  requirement  than  the 
present  scheme  of  registration  allows. 

Our  Library  is  in  practice  open  to  anybody  who  wishes  to  con- 
salt  a  book  within  the  building.  We  take  the  applicant's  name 
and  address,  and  have  not  suffered  from  relying  upon  his  good 
faith  while  he  uses  the  book  under  the  eye  of  the  library  attend- 
ants ;  but  the  case  is  far  different  when  the  applicant  takes  the 
book  away.  They  are  equally  generous  at  the  Astoi  Library, 
and  in  1859  their  Trustees  wdre  warranted  in  saying,  ''It  is 
made  accessible  to  the  whole  community  more  freely  than  was 
ever  found  practicable  in  any  similar  institution  before  estab- 
lished."  Since  that  year  this  Library  in  its  Bates,  Hall  collec- 
tion, does  not  allow  the  Astor  to  stand  alone  in  such  good  work ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  it  does  the  additional  work  of  circu- 
lating its  books,  which  Dr.  Cogswell  of  that  Library  thought 
nrhen  it  was  founded,  an  utterly  impracticable  thing,  for  New 
York  City. 

Purely  reference  libraries  are  not  however  exempt  from  very 
serious  depredations,  without  some  restrictive  system.  In  1865 
they  lost  at  the  Imperial  Library  in  Paris,  five  hundred  and 
twenty-three  books  from  unfaithful  readers ;  and  this  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  following  manner  of  securing  themselves  from 
such  losses  in  future. 

The  visitor  receives  on  entering  a  white  blank,  having  the  rules 
printed  on  it,  on  which  he  writes  his  nanie,  address,  and  the  book 
wanted.    He  goes  to  a  desk  and  on  a  yellow  slip  repeats  thiSi 
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and  this  slip  is  used  in  finding  the  book,  and  he  claims  it, 
when  brought,  with  the  white  slip,  which  has  the  word  Rendu 
stamped  in  red  on  it  against  the  titles,  when  he  returns  the 
book  to  the  desk.  The  slip  thus  stamped  must  be  shown  to 
the  janitor  in  passing  out  If  a  package  is  taken  into  the 
library,  it  is  examined  before  allowed  to  go  out.  The  system 
was  vigorously  attacked  in  the  public  prints ;  but  the  Directors 
satisfactorily  rejoined,  and  when  shortly  after  one  of  these  public 
writers  died,  it  is  said  that  twenty-five  volumes  with  the  stamp 
of  the  library  on  them,  were  found  in  his  apartments  1 

The  considerable  diminution  of  the  number  of  registrations, 
which  it  was  thought  would  at  first  follow,  has  not  been  experi- 
enced* At  the  year's  end  as  many  persons  possessed  cards  for 
usii^  the  Library  as  held  them  the  previous  year  when  the  old 
regulation  ceased,  and  it  was  known  that  during  that  year  1 2,000 
persons  had  used  the  Library.  The  new  registration  proceeded 
with  unprecedented  rapidity,  8,474  names  beiug  registered 
before  the  1st  of  January,  though  less  than  8,000  had  been 
registered  in  a  similar  period,  when  the  library  was  first  opened 
in  this  building  in  1859,  and  when  new  cards  were  given  out  in 
1867.  Three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  applications  were  re- 
ceived in  one  day,  September  2d.  During  the  year  there  were 
12,057  applicants,  and  of  this  number  Roxbury  furnished  1,100, 
and  if  these  be  deducted,  the  number  still  left  shows  no  material 
reduction  from  last  year,  and  does  not  prove  that  the  newly 
imposed  saf(^ards  have  stood  in  the  way  of  applicants. 

Of  these  12,057  applicants,  5,887  took  cards  for  the  Bates 
Hall,  and  10,884  those  for  the  Lower  Hall;  and  while  some  of 
them  are  in  both  enumerations,  a  considerable  number  are  in  one 
only. 

Of  these  12,057  cases,  there  seemed  no  further  verification 
necessary  in  9,247  cases,  than  the  Directory  gave ;  and  in  the 
remaining  2,810  cases,  the  applications  were  given  to  the  Police, 
who  were  instructed  in  each  case  to  make  the  necessary  in- 
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quiries  at  the  applicant's  alleged  residence,  if  found,  and  if  not 
satisfactorily  answered  there,  of  the  referees.  The  officers  were 
cautioned  in  each  case  that  their  errand  was  merely  "  a  matter 
of  inquiry,  and  implied  no  sort  of  suspicion  with  regard  to  any 
particular  person,"  and  he  was  requested  ''  always  to  state  at 
once  the  object  of  his  call."  This  was  in  pursuit  of  the  only 
safeguard  we  required,  respectable  character  and  a  known 
residence.  The  Directory  failing  in  the  last  particular,  there 
was  of  course  no  other  way  of  ascertaining  the  fact  The 
Franklin  Society  of  Paris,  which  is  doing  so  much  to  estab- 
lish libraries  throughout  France,  calls  it  a  necessity  that  the 
users  of  books  in  these  libraries  should  have  a  *'  known  resi- 
dence," and  there  would  seem  to  be  no  question  about  the 
propriety  of  taking  suitable  measures  to  verify  this. 

Of  the  2,810  •cases  given  to  the  Police,  such  returns  were 
made  as  warranted  the  issue  of  cards  in  all  but  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three  cases,  where  there  were  discovered  attempts  at 
deceiving  as  to  age  and  residence,  and  where  the.referees  warned 
us  against  granting  the  privilege.  If  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  deceitful  and  irresponsible  persons  made  attempts  to  get 
admitted  and  failed,  we  may  well  suppose  that  with  no  checks  a 
much  larger  number  would  have  tried  and  have  succeeded.  Of 
the  cards  granted  during  the  year,  thirty-three  were  reclaimed 
for  good  reasons. 

'  Twelve  thousand  cards  among  a  population  of  250,000  may 
seem  small,  and  give  rise  to  the  inference  that  the  public  is  indif- 
ferent to  such  privileges ;  but  two  things  must  be  borne  in  mind. 
The  Athenaeum  Library,  the  old  Boston  Library,  and  numerous 
smaller  collections,  open  to  the  public,  and  a  large  number  of 
private  libraries,  prevent  this  Institution  being  the  sole  supplier 
of  the  people's  wants.  Further  than  this,  a  large  city  like  Boston 
has  not  that  homogeneous  population  conducive  to  a  relatively 
large  clientage,  like  smaller  places.     If  wc  take  places  like  Fall 
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River,  Fitchburg,  and  New  Be  J  ford,  and  throw  out  of  the  com- 
parison the  want  of  rivals  to  their  public  libraries,  in  the 
measure  that  we  experience  them  in  Boston,  we  shall  find  that 
their  similar  institutions  have  from  1,000  to  1,500  users  of  their 
books  to  every  10,000  of  their  population,  and  that  is  twice  to 
three  times  the  proportion  in  Boston,  which  is  roundly  about  five 
hundred  out  of  every  10,000  inhabitants.  The  proportion  at 
Mai  Chester,  England,  cannot  be  over  four  hundred  and  fifty  on 
the  same  ratio ;  and  at  Liverpool  not  far  from  two  hundred, 
while  at  Birmingham  it  is  less  than  three  hundred ;  though  three 
times  as  many  use  their  Reference  Library.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  these  English  libraries  ofier  superior  advantages 
over  Boston  to  invite  a  large  number  of  users,  in  their  system  of 
branch  libraries. 

Use  op  Lower  Hall.  (See  Appendix  G.)  Our  count  this 
year  is  of  the  slips,  showing  the  number  of  books  returned  to 
the  Library,  which  is  nearly  142,000.  Last  year  the  count  was 
gathered  from  the  last  consecutive  number  stamped  by  a  Nume- 
rator on  the  slips.  Early  the  past  year  suspicion  was  awakened 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  this  last  tally,  and  the  number  stamped  by 
this  instrument  on  the  slip  last  used  was  154,702,  or  about 
13,000  more  than  the  counting  of  the  slips  showed.  This  seemed 
to  prove  the  erratic  character  of  the  machine,  induced  perhaps 
by  the  disproportionate  wear  of  the  cog-wheels  enumerating 
units  and  tens  (where  its  errors  were  not  so  likely  to  come  to 
notice  when  footing  up  a  day's  work,  as  if  the  trouble  were  in 
the  higher  places),  and  furthermore  raised  unfortunately  a  de- 
gree of  suspicion  about  the  results  given  by  its  returns  in  last 
year's  enumerations.  There  seems  no  way,  however,  of  verify- 
ing or  rectifying  last  year's  figures,  and  they  must  stand  in  our 
tables,  with  this  uncertainty  attached  to  them.  The  tendency  of 
the  machine,  however,  is  plainly  to  exaggerate ;  nor  can  perfect 
reliance,  I  think,  be  placed  on  earlier  figures  in  our  tables,  when 
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the  tally  was  kept  by  dropping  a  pea  in  a  box  for  each  book 
delivered.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  present  method  of  count- 
ing each  day's  slips  as  the  work  goes  on,  will  give  us  more  trust- 
worthy records. 

The  record  of  Books  Returned  for  the  year,  stands  thus  by 
months :  — 


This  total  is  nearly  42,000  below  the  total  as  given  last  year 
on  the  faith  of  the  Numerator ,  and  no  full  year,  since  the  Library 
has  been  in  the  present  building,  has  been  reported  as  showing 
so  small  a  number. 

If  this  decrease  is  accounted  real  and  not  apparent^  (and  to  a 
partial  extent,  for  the  reasons  I  shall  give,  I  think  it  is  real)  it 
may  be  accepted  as  an  instance  of  departure  from  a  scale  of  accu- 
mulating  benefit,  to  which  all  libraries  seem  subject.  We  have 
experienced  a  decUne  before,  without  so  good  a  reason  for  it. 
Our  daily  average  fell  off  eighty  in  1860,  but  it  was  gained  all 
back  the  next  year.  The  issues  of  the  Astor  Library  dropped 
from  59,616  in  1861  to  44,966  in  1866,  and  ascended  to  54,314 
again  in  1867.  The  Reference  Library,  at  Manchester,  showed 
160,496  issues  in  1862,  only  108,237  in  1864,  and  went  up  to 
194,349  in  1867.  If  we  look  to  some  of  our  lesser  institutions 
in  Massachusetts  we  shall  see  the  use  of  the  Public  Library  at 
Fall  River  drop  in  five  years  from  31,000  to  24,500.  That  at 
Charlestown  has  shown  a  more  rapid  decline  in  three  years  firom 
nearly  77,000  to  56,400  last  year. 

There  may  be  local  causes  in  these  ca'^^es  for  a  decline ;  and 


Sept.,  1867, 

3,916 

April,  1868, 

15,686 

Oct.,      " 

10,075 

May,      '* 

13,883 

Nov.,     " 

12,606 

June,      " 

12,876 

Dec,      " 

18,213 

July,       " 

11,518 

Jan.,    1868, 

14,497 

Feb.,      " 

16,526 

Total, 

141,853 

March,  " 

17,057 
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notably  in  the  instances  last  named;  it  may  be  the  inability  of  the 
institution  to  purchase  duplicates  in  sufiScient  numbers  to  lure  the 
novel  readers  from  the  circulating  libraries.  There  was  proba- 
bly suflBcient  reason  in  our  own  case  for  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion, because  of  the  slowness  with  which  any  new  registration 
fills  up  its  numbers  to  the  average  takers  for  a  year.  The 
increase  of  the  Bates  Hall  circulation  also  gives  rise  to  the  hope 
that  the  decrease  in  one  hall  has  caused  the  increase  in  the 
other.  Another  reason  may  exist  in  the  more  persistent  efforts  to 
follow  up  delinquents  and  to  search  for  detained  books,  Mr.  Ford 
having  failed  in  only  five  per  cent  of  the  instances  to  be  success- 
ful, whereas  the  Messenger  Corps  employed  last  year  failed  in 
thirty-one  per  cent.  There  are  always  some  persons  uneasy 
under  compulsion  however  wholesome,  who  would'  give  up  the 
best  privileges,  if  they  could  not  enjoy  them  without  being  held 
to  a  strict  accountability. 

None  of  the  reasons  already  alleged  recognize  any  cause  for 
the  decline,  in  the  nature  of  the  new  registration,  for  it  does  not 
seem  to  have  diminished  the  number  of  card  holders,  and  there 
must  be  other  causes  than  any  requirements  of  that  registration, 
to  operate  detrimentally  if  the  same  number  of  persons  fail  to 
take  out  an  equal  number  of  books. 

There  were  some  influences  at  work,  but  for  which  the  decrease 
would  perhaps  have  been  greater ;  such  as  the  facilities  afforded 
by  the  Indicator — the  latest  practical  device  with  which  the 
ingenuity  of  my  predecessor  advanced  the  library  service, — 
and  by  the  Bulletins,  which  have  met  with  great  demand ;  and 
by  the  very  free  and  more  satisfactory  purchases  of  duplicates, 
as  the  slip  system  made  known  where  they  could  be  augmented 
with  advantage. 

If  we  have  an  equal  number  of  card-holders  vnth  the  previous 

year,  it  must  be  remembered  their  terms  of  using  the  library 

extended  over  widely  varying  portions  of  this  year,  while  of  a 

similar  number  during  the  preceding,  not  far  from  one-half  held 
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oyer  their  right  by  renewal  from  the  year  before.  In  this  I  think 
lies  the  real  secret  of  the  falling  off,  which  must  be  consider- 
able, even  if  we  do  not  measure  its  extent  by  the  difference  of 
the  returns. 

During  the  first  year  that  the  present  building  was  occupied, 
13,329  persons  signed  to  use  the  Library,  then  a  novelty,  and 
they  took  149,468  volumes,  or  an  avenge  of  more  than  eleven  to 
each.  The  past  year  11,824  different  persons  held  cards,  and 
they  took  from  the  Library  (both  halls  being  now  open)  158,873 
volumes,  or  an  average  of  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  each. 
In  this  view  it  would  not  seem  that  any  depressing  effect  upon 
the  use  of  books  has  arisen  from  our  Janitor's  efforts  to  keep 
delinquents  aware  of  their  obligations. 

It  does  not  follow  that  an  increase  of  borrowers  will  aug- 
ment the  circulation  in  a  like  ratio.  Manchester  in  1867 
increased  its  borrowers  one  hundred  per  cent ;  but  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  circulation  was  only  fifty  per  cent. 

The  persons  who  used  our  Lower  Hall  the  past  year  took  on 
an  average  thirteen  volumes  for  the  year.  It  is  not  clearly  dis- 
cernible in  the  nature  of  the  population  of  different  places,  why 
there  is  such  a  wide  variation  in  the  frequency  with  which  the 
card-holders  of  libraries  resort  to  them  for  books.  The  rule  of 
averages  seems  to  be  at  fault  somewhere,  in  the  following  tables 
which  show  the  average  number  of  volumes  taken  in  a  year  by 
the  users  of  the  several  libraries;  and  it  must  be  confessed  the. 
figures  are  rather  curious  than  directly  instructive.  It  will  be 
seen  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  English  libraries,  and  even 
in  the  separate  leading  branches  of  one  institution,  as  the  figures 
against  Manchester  indicate :  — 

Liverpool  Lending  Libraries        .        •        •        61  average. 
Birmingham  "  ....        27        " 

Manchester  "  .        .        17, 18, 27, 27  each. 
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In  the  enamerations  to  follow,  of  some  of  the  public  libraries 
of  Massachusetts,  the  great  variations  are  to  be  accounted  for, 
in  part  doubtless,  by  the  fact  that,  in  some  of  the  smaller  places, 
only  the  heads  of  families  sign  for  the  privilege,  while  the  other 
members  enjoy  them ;  and  in  regard  to  the  libraries  of  Associa- 
tions, it  must  be  remembered  that  more  than  one  book  may  in 
some  of  them  be  taken  at  a  time,  as  for  example,  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Mercantile  Library,  from  four  to  eight  are  issued;  and 
that  books  are  likewise  delivered  at  houses. 


Public  Libraries  in  Massachus^ts. 


Lynn, 

44 

Fall  River, 

13 

Dana,  (Cambridge) 

43 

Leominster, 

18 

South  Reading, 

84 

Northampton, 

18 

Weston, 

80 

Waltham, 

12 

Wayland, 

27 

VV  inchester. 

12 

Holton,  (Brighton) 

20 

Brookline, 

10 

Fitchburg, 

'19 

Concord, 

10 

New  Bedford, 

17 

Newburyport, 

9 

Fhillipston, 

14 

Beverly, 

8 

Taunton, 

14 

Westford, 

6 

Stoneham, 

18 

Libraries  of  Associations. 

Troy  Young  Men's  Association    • 
Detroit  Young  Men's  Association 
Cleveland  Library  Association 
San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library 
Boston  Mercantile  Library 
Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library 
Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  . 
New  York  Mercantile  Library 


87 
86 
81 
28 
27 
27 
25 
17 


The  extent  of  Libraries,  and  particularly  the  proportion  of 
fiction  and  juveniles  in  their  purchases,  naturally  affect  both  the 
number  of  users  and  issues.    The  tables,  which  I  have  educed 
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under  this  head;  are  rather  suggestive;  I  am  aware,  than  demon- 
strative of  anj  definite  conclusion,  in  the  absence  of  thorough 
classifications  of  the  libraries;  and  an  analysis  of  the  people  usirg 
them. 

Small  libraries  with  their  users  close  about  them  must  neces- 
sarily have  a  circulation  in  larger  proportion  to  their  extent,  than 
larger  ones,  with  their  users  widely  scattered.  Thus  it  is  that 
three  of  the  branches  at  Manchester,  whose  aggregate  volumes 
are  but  little  more  than  our  Lower  Hall  collection,  have  yet 
double  the  number  of  issues.  The  same  principle  holds  among 
these  Manchester  branches,  for  that  at  Campfield,  which  has  more 
than  double  the  volumes  of  the  Chorlton  branch,  had  but  little 
more  than  four-fifths  as  many  issues. 

Still  if  we  compare  our  Lower  Hall,  which  shows  that  every 
volume  of  its  26,000  went  out  on  an  average  more  than  five 
times  for  the  year,  with  the  lesser  public  libraries  of  Massachu- 
setts, we  shall  see  we  are  not  low  in  the  scale ;  and  moreover 
the  instance  of  New  Bedford  will  be  given  to  prove  how  rela- 
tively small  purchases  of  fiction  for  adults  and  youths,  will  lessen 
the  proportion.  I  put  in  parentheses  the  extent  of  their  pur- 
chases of  such  books. 


Charlestown  (60  per  cent) 

6— 

Boston  (55  per  cent) 

.        .        5+ 

Lynn  (60  per  cent)     .... 

6— 

Brighton  (33-50  per  cent) 

•        •        4+ 

Newport  (50  per  cent) 

4 

New  Bedford  (8-9  per  cent) 

•         .         1+ 

"1        Jl    •                  I*!                    • <•        A _•       . 

•                 -1                   «                1 

As  a  general  thing  libraries  of  Associations  do  not  re-dupli- 
cate their  extent  in  their  issues  so  greatly  as  free  libraries,  as 
for  example :  — 


Hartford  Young  Men's  Listitute 
Pittsburg  Mercantile  Library 


3 

2i+ 


PUBLIC  LIBBARY. 


53 


New  York  Mercantile  Library  (50  per  cent)  .        2J 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  (33-50  per  cent)      2| 
Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library       .        .        .        .        l-f- 

This  same  difference  was  remarked  in  England  in  1857,  when 
the  experiment  of  Free  Libraries  had  been  tried  for  five  years, 
and  it  was  made  an  argument  for  the  greater  usefulness  of  the 
Public  Library,  as  these  two  columns  show :  — 


Free. 

Associated. 

Sheffield, 

17— 

Leeds'  Mech's  Inst., 

4j 

Liverpool, 

12— 

Carlisle            " 

3i 

Kidderminster, 

lOJ 

Manchester  Y.  M.  Ch.  Asso, 

.21 

Salford, 

n 

Manchester  Mech's  Inst., 

n 

Oxford, 

6 

Manchester  Aihenseum, 

2 

Cambridge, 

6 

Pendleton  Mech's  Inst., 

2 

Bolton, 

5i 

Salford  Mech's  Inst., . 

li 

Manchester, 

5 

Liverpool  Mech's  Tnst., 

1+ 

Use  of  Bates  Hall.  (See  Appendix  G.)  As  a  collection 
grows,  and  particularly  when  it  has  supplied,  as  ours  has,  its 
shelves  with  the  classes  of  books  most  commonly  deemed  standard 
in  various  departments,  it  must  draw  in  a  larger  proportion  of 
out-of-the-way  works,  which,  while  they  add  value  to  the  library, 
do  not  invite  use.  An  undue  tendency  to  this  kind  of  accumu- 
lation in  our  higher  department  is  studiously  avoided,  for  our 
policy  is  eminently  one  calculated  to  supply  positive  rather  than 
possible  wants.  Our  foreign  agencies  were  so  arranged  in  May 
last,  that  we  have  since  then  been  receiving  invoices  every  fortnight 
from  London,  Paris  and  Leipsic,  a  good  part  of  which  has  been 
made  up  of  the  best  current  issues,  transmitted  immediately  upon 
publication,  without  loss  of  time  in  ordering ;  and  our  Bulletins  and 
Daily  manuscript  lists  have  made  them  promptly  known.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  naturally  go  into  the  Bates  Hall,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  those  books,  which  are  added  on  the  recom- 


64  CITY  DOCUMBNT.— No.  132. 

mendation  of  citizens ;  for  in  books  of  the  popular  character  of 
the  Lower  Hall,  our  own  free  purchases  nearly  preclude  the 
chances  for  such  recommendation.  This  system  of  buying  at 
once  the  best  new  books  and  meeting  individual  preferences; 
must  remove  from  the  library  any  imputation  of  not  being  alive 
to  the  wants  of  its  frequenters. 

Our  record  of  "books  asked  for"  is  often  shown  to  strangers 
interested  in  library  management;  and  they  are  struck  with  the 
general  good  character  of  the  recommendations.  Adults  have 
too  much  of  the  proper  feeling  to  ask  for  worthless  books,  and 
the  books  asked  for  by  youths,  are  usually  duplicate  copies  of 
popular  books.  Each  of  these  latter  applications  is  always  inves- 
tigated, and  when  additional  copies  are  warranted,  they  are' 
bought;  but  a  record  of  duplicates  forms  no  part  of  the  system 
now  under  consideration.  The  increased  use  of  this  privilege 
is  more  than  commensurate  with  the  increased  use  of  this  hall. 
The  total  of  these  applications  for  last  year  was  1,120,  being 
double  that  of  the  year  previous,  which  was  much  in  excess  of 
any  former  record,  and  these  records,  be  it  remembered,  are  by 
titles  not  volumes.  In  one  hundred  and  eighiy-three  of  these 
instances  the  book  already  belonged  to  the  Library ;  of  the 
remaining,  about  six  were  too  vaguely  described  to  order,  and 
one  or  two  of  such  cost  that  the  outlay  was  not  deemed  wise  at 
the  time ;  so  that  about  nine  hundred  and  thirty  orders  went  out 
during  the  year,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  had  been 
answered  at  the  close  of  it,  beside  some  which  had  been  sent  in 
years  previous.  We  may  say  then  that  perhaps  a  thousand 
volumes  (not  duplicates  and  going  chiefly  into  the  Bates  Hall) 
of  the  more  than  8;000  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year, 
were  nearly  sure  of  one  perusal  before  going  upon  the  shelves. 
(See  Appendix  H.) 

Fortunately  the  figures  of  the  use  of  the  Bates  Hall  last  year 
were  based  upon  an  actual  count,  so  that  I  feel  certain  of  the 
great  increase  of  use  which  the  figures  show,  notwithstanding 
the  drawbacks  incident  to  any  new  registration. 


FUBUC  LIBBABY.  55 

The  home  use  is  twenty-five  per  cent  in  excess  of  last  jeax,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  per  cent  more  than  the  smallest  annual  use 
heretofore.  Hardly  any,  perhaps  not  another,  large  library  of  the 
valuable  character  and  public  nature  of  our  Bates  Hall  collection, 
in  the  world,  permits  or  experiences  so  extensive  home  use  of  its 
books.  At  the  Imperial  Library  in  Paris,  only  authors  domi- 
ciled in  that  city,  who  have  published  books  of  repute,  and  have 
made  special  applications,  and  strangers  for  whom  their  coun- 
try's ambassador  will  become  responsible,  can  take  books  away, 
in  number  not  more  than  five  works,  to  be  kept  not  over  three 
months.  The  privileged  borrowers  of  the  Royal  Library  at 
Berlin  take  away  only  30,000  volumes  a  year  of  its  700,000. 

The  hall  use  shows  more  than  equal  gain.  Practically,  every 
person  of  decent  exterior,  whether  known  or  not,  is  given  books 
to  use  in  the  hall,  on  the  sole  guaranty  of  his  signature  and 
address. 

There  is  a  considerable  share  of  hall  use  with  us,  that  fails  to 
appear  in  our  returns,  but  is  made  a  part  of  the  figures  in  some 
other  libraries  (the  Reference  Departments  of  the  three  princi- 
pal English  libraries  particularly),  and  consequently  precludes 
any  just  comparison.  I  refer  to  the  Reference  books  about  the 
desk,  to  protracted  investigations  in  alcoves,  which  are  almost 
daily  of  considerable  extent  among  the  Patent  Reports  and 
Specifications  of  America,  France,  and  Great  Britain.  The 
use  of  these  last  has  risen  fifty  per  cent     (See  Appendix  H.) 

The  daily  average  use,  both  home  and  hall,  is  thirty  per  cent, 
or  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  volumes  more  than  last  year. 
This  number  is  nearly  doubled  when  we  take  the  daily  average 
of  the  busiest  week  in  the  year,  and  the  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  volumes  then  used  per  day  is  sixty-five  per  cent  more  than 
a  similar  average  for  last  year. 

Bates  Hall  Rbabino.  (See  Appendix  J.)  By  reference 
to  the  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  books  under  the  heading  of 
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America  have  had  a  use  more  nearly  approaching  to  those  relat- 
ing to  England,  than  ever  before.  Those  in  the  rather  mis- 
cellaneous class  headed  by  Theology,  are  regaining  their  old 
standing.  It  is  probably  owing  to  the  non-circulation  of  their 
books,  that  the  kinds  of  book  most  in  demand  for  reference  at 
the  Astor  Library  do  not  exactly  correspond  with  ours.  There 
Theology  shares  with  the  Patents  the  pre-eminence  of  alcove  use ; 
the  Fine  Arts  department  has  about  one-half  of  the  respective 
demands  of  those  just  named,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  in 
two  or  three  times  the  request  of  any  of  the  other  classes.  In 
1854  the  last  department  was  thought  to  head  the  list  at  the 
Astor,  in  all  use.  In  the  latest  enumeration  I  have  seen  of  the 
Astor  issues,  books  under  the  head  of  America  were  in  demand 
compared  with  those  of  England,  as  ten  to  twenty-one ;  with  us 
the  past  year  it  has  been  as  twelve  to  seventeen. 

Lower  Hall  Reading.  (See  Appendix  K.)  In  examining 
the  Table,  it  should  be  known  that  the  figures  of  last  year, 
subdividing  the  alleged  total  of  183,714,  were  approximately 
deduced  from  proportionate  measurement  of  the  compressed 
slips  recording  the  loans.  The  return  this  year  is  from  absolute 
count  of  each  day's  work  by  departments. 

The  table  will  show  a  slight  relative  increase  of  the  issues  (a 
gain  of  one  per  cent  on  the  whole)  in  the  departments  of  Science 
and  History;  in  every  other  case  a  considerable  decline,  which 
accounts  for  the  material  increase  of  six  per  cent  in  the  circulation 
of  fiction.  This  advance  was  anticipated  from  the  action  of  the 
Indicatory  which  applies  to  that  class  of  books  only.  The  novelty 
of  the  instrument  and  the  expedition  it  insures  has  naturally 
tended  to  augment  the  call  for  this  kind  of  book.  During  the 
early  weeks  of  the  year,  the  ratio  ran  as  high  as  seventy-nine 
per  cent,  and  for  weeks  it  never  fell  below  seventy-six  per  cent ; 
but  as  the  newness  of  the  instrument  wore  oiOF,  the  circulation 
began  to  show  a  sufficient  decline  to  put  the  proportion  for  the 
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year  at  seventy-four  per  cent.  The  class  called  "  Collections," 
etc.,  contains  Bohn's  libraries  and  some  similar  sets,  which  are 
in  part  composed  of  fiction ;  and  the  use  of  the  class  of  foreign 
books  is  likewise  largely  fiction,  so  that  it  may  be  estimated 
that  over  three  quarters  of  our  issues  are  of  this  sort. 

Fiction  in  English  constitutes  something  over  thirty  per  cent 
of  our  entire  lower  collection,  and  this,  apparently  by  no  prede- 
termination, coincides  with  what  on  an  average  seems  to  be 
judged  best  for  the  service  of  public  libraries.  From  the  kind 
responses  to  my  inquiries,  which  have  been  made  so  generally 
by  the  librarians  of  the  numerous  public  and  other  libraries  in 
this  State,  and  elsewhere,  here  and  in  Europe,  I  find  that  in  Mas- 
sachusetts it  is  just  about  the  average  percentage  given  by  these 
libraries  to  fiction  in  their  annual  purchases,  though  the  practices 
of  individual  libraries  range  from  five  per  cent  to  sixty-six  per 
cent ;  and  for  our  libraiy  the  past  year  fiction  has  constituted 
more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  its  additions.  Again  comparing  these 
same  libraries  in  our  lesser  cities  and  towns,  it  will  appear  that 
these  issues  of  fiction  range  from  twenty-five  per  cent  to  eighty- 
three  per  cent,  fixing  an  average  at  about  fifty-five  per  cent. 
Furthermore  the  extent  of  their  use  of  fiction  is  almost  always 
in  direct  accordance  with  the  extent  of  their  purchases  in  this 
department.  The  library  (Lynn)  which  buys  most  largely 
(sixty  per  cent)  of  fiction,  has  the  largest  proportion  of  such 
use  (eighty-three  per  cent). 

Taking  ten  of  the  most  active  associated  libraries  of  the 
country,  situated  in  our  principal  cities,  I  find  that  while  on  an 
average  their  purchase  of  fiction  is  just  the  same  (thirty-two 
per  cent),  their  use  of  it  rises  to  seventy  per  cent ;  and  singu- 
larly enough  the  one  which  has  the  largest  use,  ninety  per  cent, 
is  one  which  makes  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  its  additions 
out  of  fiction,  the  Milwaukee  Young  Men's  Association.  At  the 
New  York  Mercantile  Library,  where  they  supply  duplicates  on 
a  liberal  scale  not  elsewhere  attempted,  they  follow  this  rule  in 
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baying:  ^  Of  novels,  if  six  fruitless  calls  are  made  daily  for  an 
old  title,  three  or  four  additional  copies  are  added.  K  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  such  calls  for  a  new  novel  are  made  daily,  ten 
to  fifteen  new  copies  are  ordered.  Of  books,  not  novels,  a  new 
copy  is  added  for  every  two  calls  daily,  which  cannot  be  met." 

This  same  preponderance  prevails  in  England.  At  the  public 
library  at  Oxford  their  purchases  are  thirty-three  per  cent ;  at 
Salford,  fiction,  forming  fifty  per  cent  of  its  lending  libraries, 
makes  ninety  per  cent  of  its  issues ;  at  Liverpool,  seventy-one 
per  cent ;  while  at  Sheffield  it  is  only  forty-seven  per  cent. 

In  France  the  proportion  of  fiction  is  fixed  by  the  Franklin 
Society  —  an  institution  that  ought  to  be  copied  among  us —  at 
much  the  same  as  with  us.  This  Society,  in  founding  and  encour- 
aging libraries  throughout  France,  establishes  for  their  guidance 
the  principle  that  of  every  twenty  volumes,  seven  should  be  fiction, 
five  travels,  four  history,  and  four  in  science. 

With  us  then  for  the  past  year,  it  appears  that  each  volume 
of  fiction  has  found  thirteen  readers,  while  all  other  books  in 
this  hall  got  less  than  two.  If  what  Sir  James  Mackintosh  held 
is  true,  that  nothing  popular  can  be  frivolous,  and  that  which 
influences  multitudes  must  be  important,  then  these  results  can- 
not be  wholly  undeserving,  of  kindly  consideration,  while  the 
impulse  is  so  powerful  to  give  them  a  bad  siguificance.  To 
be  sure  in  viewing  the  favorable  side  we  are  prone  to  take  pos- 
sible advantages  for  probable  ones.  When  we  find  men  like 
Bacon  and  Mackintosh  accounting  fiction  a  grand  instrument  in 
moral  education;  Stuart  Mill  judging  it  to  be  a  mentor  that 
eimobles  the  mind ;  Talfourd  calling  the  best  novelist  the  truest 
benefactor ;  Robertson,  of  Brighton,  confessing  that  he  found  his 
spirit's  refreshment  in  Waverley  and  the  rest ;  and  our  own 
Dewey  comparing  with  the  pulpit  battery,  the  flying  artillery  of 
the  satire  of  Thackeray,  that  scales  inaccessible  points  and 
strikes  at  foUy, — when  we  regard  such  testimonials  we  may  not 
be  apt  to  remember  that  each  is  recounting  the  influence  of  the 
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best  fiction  on  uncommon  perceptions,  which  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  the  measure  of  popular  advantage;  where  so  few  have 
these  finer  susceptibilities. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  certain  advantages  may  not  accrue 
to  the  average  reader.  When  Whately  affirmed  that  the  mind, 
like  the  stomach,  did  not  thrive  on  concentrated  food,  but  needed 
bulk  of  matter  as  well  as  nutriment,  it  was  a  proposition  very 
closely  touching  this  question.  Most  novels  show  some  good 
purpose  or  give  some  fractional  information,  which  would  be  dis- 
regarded if  concentrated  into  moral  pith  or  educational  precept. 
A  hand-book  of  "  Good  Manners  "  or  "  Etiquette  "  will  not  make 
many  gentlemen,  and  many  novels  have  a  far  more  effective  influ- 
ence to  that  end.  ''  I  often  see,"  says  Mr.  Emerson,  and  no  doubt 
truly,  "  traits  of  the  Scotch  and  the  French  novel  in  the  courtesy 
and  brilliancy  of  young  midshipmen,  collegians,  and  clerks." 

But  whether  for  good  or  evil,  or  for  a  mixed  influence,  the 
astounding  increase  of  works  and  readers  of  fiction  seems  to 
render  it  certain  that  the  time  for  eradicating  this  greed  is  very 
br  distant,  and  that  the  well-being  of  communities  is  better 
served  by  regulating  the  supply  than  by  denying  it  altogether. 
The  increase  is  moreover  a  natural  result  of  the  advantage 
gained  by  story-tellers  since  Richardson's  day,  in  becoming  of 
more  influence  for  good  or  evil,  than  the  writers  of  all  other  depart- 
ments of  literature  combined ;  and  of  all  literatures,  our  own  in 
the  judgment  of  Mackintosh,  has  the  most  to  lose,  if  we  undervalue 
this  species  of  composition.  Whether  it  be  out  of  the  love  of 
popularity  or  the  necessity  for  gain,  nearly  all  the  strong  writers 
of  our  day  are  herding  into  fiction.  In  part  they  follow  and  in 
part  they  lead  the  popular  appreciation.  The  writer  craves  a 
large  auditory,  and  seeking  it  with  what  a  large  auditory  can 
comprehend,  he  allures  the  selecter  classes  to  follow  after  by  virtue 
of  his  own  personality.  Kingsley  could  not  have  so  effectually 
with  the  many  defended  the  necessity  of  Christianity  to  success 
in  life,  had  he  not  given  his  judgments  the  shape  they  took  in 
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"  Alton  Locke  "  and  "  Hypatia."  Godwin  fought  his  philosophical 
battles  more  noticeably  in  his  novels  than  elsewhere.  Dr. 
Holmes  has  turned  to  more  angles  his  theories  of  psychological 
mysteries  in  "  Elsie  Venner  "  and  the  "  Guardian  Angel,"  than 
he  could  have  found  a  patient  public  for  in  disquisitionary  form. 
Dickens  has  given  social  abuses  more  effectual  stabs  than  the 
prosy  moralists.  It  is  the  food  in  bulk  with  appetizing  condi- 
ments  that  does  the  duty. 

The  experience  of  public  libraries  shows  that  this  craving  is 
not  one  of  low  minds  alone.  It  is  a  sort  of  Carlylian  ostentation 
to  say  that  the  reading  of  Marryat  induces  a  vacuity  of  thought, 
worth  while  as  giving  a  fresh  start  for  new  advances  in  intellec- 
tual labor ;  but  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow  seems  to  have  told  us  in  his 
"  Limits  of  Education,"  the  plain  fact :  "  The  world  is  not  con- 
tent with  history.  It  requires  the  supplementary  aid  of  fiction, 
which  finds  facts  not  in  testimony,  but  in  probability."  Here 
I  think  is  where  it  invites  the  great  mob  of  readers.  People 
like  to  gauge  matters  by  their  own  experience.  It  requires  labor 
to  test  and  understand  historical  or  scientific  facts ;  but  every- 
body has  notions  of  what  is  probable  in  human  action.  The 
small  span  of  years  of  the  youth  who  come  to  our  Lower  Hall 
is  verge  enough  to  establish  their  own  mental  criteria  of  proba- 
bilities, and  they  seek  what  will  give  these  accomplishments 
activity.  If  our  Lower  Hall  collection  did  not  circulate,  forcing 
readers  to  hall  use  alone,  there  would  doubtless  be  a  less  per- 
centage of  fiction  read,  for  novel  reading  is  particularly  home- 
reading;  but  still  a  large  use  of  fiction  does  prevail  in  reference 
libraries  that  furnish  it.  Even  at  such  a  library  as  the  Astor, 
the  librarians  keep  on  tables  close  at  hand  a  good  part  of  what 
fiction  they  have,  to  have  it  ready,  for  the  -use  of  it  they  know  to 
be  inevitable.  At  the  library  of  Parliament  in  Ottawa,  of  the 
books  used  by  other  than  members,  one  half  are  fiction,  though 
they  buy  but  twenty  or  thirty  volumes  a  year  in  that  department 
The  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington,  estimates  that  in  his 
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library,  fifteen  per  cent  of  its  use  is  novels.  If  we  look  at  the 
reference  departments  of  the  English  libraries,  we  find  recorded 
of  Liverpool  that  thirty-four  per  cent  of  their  issues  is  fiction ;  at 
Oxford,  the  class  of  "light  literature  "  is  forty-two  percent; 
and  at  Salford,  ten  years  ago,  when  their  reference  library  had 
but  one-thirty-fourth  part  fiction,  the  issues  were  to  fiction  read- 
ers, firom  one-quarter  to  one-third. 

The  question  of  the  kind  of  people  using  our  Library  is  one 
closely  touching  the  inquiry  before  us.  Observation  would  point 
to  the  conclusion  that  one-half  of  the  frequenters  of  our  Lower 
Hall  are  minors.  Exact  statistics  on  this  point  have  not  been 
ascertained ;  but  this  proportion  is  borne  out  by  the  precise  rec- 
ords of  the  English  libraries.  At  Birmingham,  last  year,  nearly 
one-half  were  under  twenty,  and  two-thirds  were  under  twenty- 
five.  An  inquiry  has  been  made  into  the  conditions  of  the  first 
two  thousand  who  applied  for  cards  last  year,  so  far  as  their 
occupations  show  them;  and  throwing  out  one  hundi*ed  and 
eighteen  males  and  six  hundred  females  who  gave  no  oct^upation, 
I  find  among  the  remaining  1,280  people  these  classes  most 
numerously  represented : — 

Bookkeepers,  Salesmen,  Clerks    .        .        .  330 

Teachers  (male  twelve,  female  fifty-five)       .  67 

Pupils  (forty-five  male,  female  twenty)          .  65 

Students 63 

Merchants 50 

Printers 42 

Physicians '        .  35 

Lawyers 28 

Machinists 28 

Office  or  shop  boys 20 

I  think,  if  we  had  the  means  of  comparison  with  the  early 
years  of  the  Library  in  this  respect,  that  the  increase  of  readers 
would  be  found  to  be  at  the  lower  end  of  the  social  scale.    I 
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think  this  is  the  experience  of  public  libraries,  though  there  may 
be  exceptions.  There  is  a  fondness  in  those  connected  with 
such  libraries  for  imagining  the  character  of  the  reading  is 
improving.  It  was  held  so  in  the  early  reports  of  this  Library. 
I  read  it  in  the  reports  of  other  fresh  and  eager  librarians.  At 
the  Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  they  claim  that  the  pro- 
portion of  fiction  called  for  is  diminishing;  but  I  conjecture  that 
in  most  cases  of  diminution,  it  is  because  the  taste  for  it  is  not 
as  lavishly  catered  to  as  formerly. 

The  educated  classes,  in  cities  above  all,  read  fewer  books 
perhaps  than  formerly,  though  they  may  buy  more;  but  the 
working  classes  read  vastly  more.  This  doubtless  tells  upon 
the  use  of  fiction  in  libraries ;  but  the  frequency  of  private  col- 
lections among  the  class  capable  of  buying  books,  tells  quite 
as  much  in  the  same  way.  Books  that  this  class  hesitate  to  buy 
for  their  ephemeral  character,  they  flock  to  libraries  to  devour. 
The  small  percentage  of  standard  literature  used  from  our 
Lower  Hall  is  not  called  for  by  the  better  classes,  but  by  the 
poorer,  simply  because  that  kind  of  reading  the  former  class 
have  on  their  own  shelves.  Other  librarians  tell  me  the  same 
thing.  There  is  another  result  of  the  same  cause.  Public  libra- 
ries at  the  start  are  much  frequented  by  the  better  classes,  who 
drop  away  and  surrender  their  places  to  others  lower  in  the 
social  scale.  This  arises  from  the  latter  body  being  eager  for 
a  book,  not  a  particular  book.  The  comparatively  few  dupli- 
cates of  the  last  popular  book  do  not  render  it  possible  that 
more  than  a  small  part  of  those  who  frequent  the  Library  for  such 
books,  can  get  them ;  and,  wearying  of  futile  applications,  the 
craver  of  the  latest  novelty  deserts  the  public,  for  the  nearest  cir- 
culating library.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  1,100  signers 
for  Boxbury  last  year  were  of  the  higher  classes ;  but  I  do  not 
look  for  their  retention  on  our  list,  unless  they  are  lured  by  the 
attractions  of  the  Bates  Hall ;  but  as  they  leave  us  to  go  back 
to  Loring*s,  we  shall  see  their  places  filled  up  from  the  lower 
ranks. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  63 

It  was  said  in  the  preliminary  report  of  1852,  "that  no  popu- 
lation of  150,000  souls,  lying  so  compactly  together  as  to  be 
able  with  tolerable  convenience  to  resort  to  one  Library,  was 
ever  before  so  well-fitted  to  become  a  reading,  self-cultivating 
population  as  our  own."  It  is  to  be  hoped  this  is  ti*ue;  but 
with  the  vast  facilities  of  inter-communication  going  on,  and  the 
cosmopolitanizing  of  the  world,  we  are  daily  being  reduced  to  the 
common  level  of  other  less  favored  communities.  Accepting  this 
tendency,  we  must  expect  its  symptoms.  The  change  in  our 
public  which  renders  such  a  percentage  of  fiction-using  possible 
is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  us.  The  greed  for  such  reading  has 
loiig  been  growing.  It  was  thought  grievous  more  than  a  long 
lifetime  ago,  and  moralists  of  the  last  century  mourned  over  it. 
Thirty  years  ago  when  in  a  decade  they  were  re-printing  more 
standard  literature,  than  ever  before,  the  alarm  was  still  franti- 
cally sounding. 

In  our  day  we  have  seen  religious  magazines  seek  to  increase 
their  buyers  by  printing  secular  novels,  as  "  Grood  Words  "  did 
those  of  Alexander  Smith.  Even  the  venerable  Sylvanus  Urban 
has  metamorphosed  himself  into  an  editor  of  stories.  In  Great 
Britain  last  year,  about  a  quarter  of  the  total  4,000  books  pub- 
lished, were  novels  and  juveniles. 

The  career  of  the  ''  London  Journal "  —  a  paper  perhaps  few 
in  this  country  know  anything  about,  and  not  many  of  the  edu- 
cated class  in  England  ever  see  —  precisely  illustrates  the  pow- 
erfulness  of  sensational  and  mediocre  fiction.  It  was  started  in 
1845  on  the  flood  tide.  O.  W.  Reynolds  and  Eugene  Sue  wrote 
continuous  stories  in  it,  and  giving  it  a  circulation  surprising  for 
those  days,  80,000.  In  1845,  Mr.  J.  F.  Smith's  stories  run  its 
list  up  to  between  300,000  and  400,000.  In  1854,  one  of  his 
stories  gave  it  half  a  million  circulation.  The  sequel  is 
instructive.  A  man  of  real  genius  took  hold,  and  Charles 
Beade's  "  White  Lies  "  caused  a  rapid  decline.  They  resorted 
to  re-printing  Scott's  novels — it  dropped  fifty  per  cent    The 
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question  for  the  sociologist  is  whether  with  Smith's  novels  a 
regulated  use  could  do  more  for  good,  than  an  abandonment 
in  large  part  of  all  influence  by  an  attempt  to  raise  the  literary 
standard. 

There  is  in  the  masses  an  impatience  of  such  denial  of  their 
tastes.  I  know  not  how  our  community  would  relish  such  a  rule 
as  prevails  at  the  Imperial  Library  at  St.  Petersburg,  where 
novels  and  romances  are  only  issued  upon  special  application  to 
the  Director ;  or  even  at  Cincinnati,  where  fiction-use  does  not 
exceed  fifty  per  cent,  because  it  is  confined  almost  entirely  to 
adults,  since  they  do  not  issue  novels  to  minors  except  on  a 
written  order  from  their  parents. 

There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  Library  when  the  run- 
ners were  instructed  to  deliver  the  non-fiction  rather  than  fiction, 
if  numbers  representing  both  classes  of  books  were  on  the  cards ; 
and  it  may.have  worked  to  diminish  the  preponderance  of  fiction ; 
but  it  may  also  have  discouraged  applicants,  who  came  to  the 
Library  for  the  chance  of  getting  now  and  then  a  novel. 

There  is  perhaps  not  a  better  way  of  understanding  what  the 
great  masses  do  read,  or  what  they  frequent  a  public  library  for, 
than  by  examining  the  tables  of  the  circulation  of  certain  authors 
and  books  which  form  Appendix  L. 

These  statistics  however,  are  to  be  used  cautiously  in  drawing 
conclusions.  A  book's  circulation  will  depend  largely  upon 
the  number  of  copies ;  and  the  number  of  copies,  stated  in  the 
appendix,  pertained  to  the  book  at  the  year's  close,  and  may  not 
have  been  on  the  shelves  all  through  the  year.  New  books,  too, 
oflFer  returns  for  only  the  part  of  the  year  transpiring  since  their 
publication.  The  relative  popularity  of  authors  is  also  not  to 
be  hastily  deduced  fi'om  these  figures.  If  large  numbers  did 
not  own  Dickens  and  Scott,  their  use  would  doubtless  be  pro- 
portionally greater. 

Beading  Boou.     (See  Appendix  M.)     The  tables  in  the 
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appendix  show  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  periodi- 
cals taken;  mostly  in  English  as  to  language,  and  in  the  literary 
class.  The  following  figures  will  show  that  we  have  the  finest 
collection  of  the  periodical  literature  of  the  world,  accessible  at 
one  place,  in  this  country.  A  news-room,  our  hall  was  not 
intended  to  be,'  and  we  offer  no  comparison  with  other  reading 
rooms  in  that  respect. 

MagazlnM.         Newtpapara. 

Boston  Public  Library 287  4  (foreign  only.) 

Cooper  Union,  N.  Y 215  55 

N.  Y.  Mercantile  Library 150  200 

Library  of  Congress 123  58 

Boston  Athenaeum    ....;..  115  82 

Natural  History  Society 100 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library      .     .  100  200 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  •     .    80  800 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library     .    •    64  286 


Manchester  Beference  Library    ...    91  15 

Duplicates  are  taken  of  twenty-four  different  periodicals,  as 
eleven  of  Harper's,  five  of  the  Atlantic,  etc. 

The  use  of  the  room  increases  gradually  from  September  till 
March,  when  it  is  most  used,  and  each  month  shows  thereafter 
a  decrease  till  August. 

The  table  shows  a  gain  of  14,000  in  the  total  number  of 
readers.  There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  reference 
readers,  the  tally  of  which  is  kept  solely  by  observation,  and  is 
therefore  uncertain.  There  is  however,  a  gain  of  20,000  in  the 
readers  of  periodicals,  which  is  an  actual  count  of  slips. 

The  continued  increase  of  readers  is  the  best  answer  to  the 

complaints  of  the  delivering  of  the  periodicals  on  slips,  which 

also  renders  almost  certain,  a  perfect  collation  of  the  magazines 

for  binding  at  the  year's  end.     This  is  in  great  contrast  to  our 
5 
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experience  under  the  old  system  of  exposure  on  tables.  We 
have  now  unfit  to  bind,  and  consequently  kept  from  the  public, 
over  200  volumes  of  periodicals  which  are  deficient  in  from  one 
to  a  dozen  numbers ;  and  that,  after  repeated  efibrts  heretofore 
to  repair  the  damage  done  in  the  eight  years  of  license  which  pre- 
vailed antecedent  to.  the  last  two  years.  Depredations  made 
during  that  time  not  only  injured  the  public  then,  but  have  con- 
tinued and  will  continue  to  injure  them  till  our  broken  sets  can 
be  completed.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  at  Manchester  their 
experience  forced  them  into  just  the  system  of  delivery  that  we 
have ;  and  their  librarian  writes  to  me,  that  it  entirely  prevents 
loss  as  it  does  with  us. 

Losses  and  Dejjnquents.  (See  Appendix  N.)  The  table 
in  the  appendix  will  show  the  results,  which  were  anticipated 
from  the  new  registration.  I  am  unable  to  find  among  last 
year's  statistics  the  exact  correspondences  of  those  I  present 
this  year.  Enough  is  presented  in  the  parallels  however  to  estab- 
lish the  fSetct  that  a  larger  proportion  (by  six  per  cent)  of  the 
books  finable  were  returned  without  requiring  a  messenger;  that 
against  sixteen  per  cent  of  the  messenger  books,  whose  takers 
could  not  be  found  at  their  addresses  last  year,  we  have  less 
than  seven  per  cent  this  year ;  and  that  the  total  loss  of  tiie 
year  from  unfaithful  takers  is  thirty-five  this  year  against  two 
hundred  and  thirty-oae  last  year. 

This  loss  of  thirty-five  out  of  158,873  books  which  were  taken 
firom  the  building,  is  the  equivalent  of  one  in  every  4,540.  I 
believe  this  Immunity  from  loss  in  some  part  owing  to  the  exclu- 
sion in  a  large  degree  of  irresponsible  persons ;  but  still  in  a 
greater  degree  to  the  persistency  with  which  delinquents  have, 
been  followed.  This  enforcement  is  doubtless  annoying  to  some 
who  fancy  they  are  asking  equal  privileges  in  demanding  special 
ones.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  question  of  the  propriety  of 
holding  the  public  to  a  strict  accountability.    I  learn  from  the 
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reports  of  the  Franklin  Society  in  Paris^that  those  libraries^  which 
it  has  nurtured  throughout  France,  have  all  failed  in  which  there 
was  laxity  in  this  respect  The  officers  of  the  law  can  call  upon 
citizens  to  help  preserve  the  peace ;  and  can  we  not  expect  from 
our  frequenters  —  at  even  a  little  inconvenience  to  themselves — 
that  they  will  help  us  by  conforming  to  wholesome  rules,  in  the 
work  of  preservation  and  discipline  which  we  have  to  do  ? 
Where  the  individual  suffers,  the  community  gains.  We  deal 
here  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  youth  of  the  city.  If  they 
find  they  can  abuse  with  impunity  the  public  treasures  here  kept, 
they  may  learn  to  believe  that  public  possessions  of  other 
kinds  are  accumulated  for  individual  cupidity.  It  is  a  question 
more  often  put  to  me  than  any  other  by  strangers,  what  protec* 
tion  do  you  have  in  lending  a  book  7  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  institution  opens  its  doors  very  wide  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  large  city,  all  that  are  not  confused  in  their  notions 
of  liberty  and  license  must  see  that  this  question  of  strangers  is 
a  natural  one,  and  that  there  may  be  grave  misgivings  with  such, 
at  the  risk  of  such  freedom  as  we  accord.  But  the  fact  that  our 
experience  is  no  worse  than  it  is,  must  not  mislead  us  into 
ignoring  what  it  actually  is.  Our  early  reports  show  that  it  was 
felt  our  immunity  from  abuse  was  surprising,  but  the  abuse  crept 
in,  as  it  always  will  with  familiarity  and  trial  of  impunity.  They 
are  now  going  through  the  same  phase  of  gratulatory  experience 
at  Worcester,  where  their  library  numbers  less  now  than  our 
yearly  accessions.  "  The  experiment  *'  says  their  last  report, 
'^  as  it  was  deemed  at  first,  of  great  freedom  without  guaranty, 
can  now  be  set  down  a  success."  The  danger  of  increasing 
wontedness  to  the  library  is  well  illustrated  in  the  flourishing 
institution  at  Charlestown.  Last  year  their  loss  was  double 
what  it  was  three  years  before,  although  their  circulation  had 
diminished  one-quarter. 

The  loss  in  libraries  depends  largely  upon  the  efficiency  of 
such  disciplinary  measures  with  the    takers.    The  following 
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list  is  cited  as  shoving  a  compuratiTe  statement  of  losses  in 
several  libraries,  of  differing  grades,  sizes,  or  degrees  of  exact 
managemeDt.  The  first  column  of  figures  shows  the  loss  their 
circulation  should  have  borne  to  be  relative  to  ours.  The  secqnd 
column  is  what  they  actually  did  lose. 


Vol*. 

Vob. 

Beverly  PubUo  Library   . 

2to3 

10  to  15                            . 

Holton  (Brighton)  Library      . 

10  to  12 

10  t«12 

Stoneham  Public  Library 

8  to  4 

25 

Charlestown  Public  Library     . 

12  to  13 

14 

Lynn  Public  Library 

10  to  11 

62 

Northampton  Public  Library    . 

2to    3 

12 

New  Bedford  PubUo  Library    . 

8 

35 

Syracuae  (N.  T.)  Public  Library 

7 

13 

Netr  York  Mercantile  Libraiy 

51 

300 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Libraiy 

15 

125 

Providence  Athenieum     . 

4  to5 

12  to  20 

Tho  returns  of  the  five  leading  libraries  at  Manchester  shov 
oondusively  hov  the  exaction  of  positive  security,  almost  entirely 
protects  them  in  a  circulation  of  nearly  half  a  million.  Of  the 
hioty-two  volumes  lost  (vhich  is  about  the  ratio  of  our  losses) 
11  but  four  were  replaced  by  the  losers  (fifty-eight)  or  the 
uorantors  (thirty). 
Our  loss  from  the  Bates  Hall,  notwithstanding  our  circnlatioQ 
f  books  in  that  department,  has  hardly  equalled  that  of  the 
LStor  Library,  which  has  lost  three  hundred  volumes  in  twen^ 
ears,  while  our  loss  has  been  eighty  in  seven  years. 


Can  the  use  of  the  Librabt  be  satisfactobilt  Ex- 
ended  ?  —  I  refer  to  several  heads : 

L  By  more  duplicates  in  jetton.  This  would  cnlai^  our  cir- 
olation ;  but  at  the  expense  of  accumulating  ephemeral  books 
a  a  burdensome  degree.    The  policy  followed,  and  there  is 
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gronnd  for  believing  it  the  wisest^  is  to  provide  as  nearly  as  may 
be  that  number  of  copies,  which  after  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
first  demand;  will  leave  in  serviceable  condition  aboat  the  requi- 
site number  for  the  slackened  call. 

ti  By  opening  the  Boies  Hall  in  the  evening.  This  would 
necessitate  an  additional  charge  for  gas  of  from  $2^000  to  $2,500 
a  year,  with  $1,000  and  perhaps  more  for  attendants,  beside 
a  preparatory  outlay  of  considerable  extent  upon  the  gas  pipes. 
Dr.  Cogswell,  in  1854,  when  disappointment  was  expressed 
that  the  Astor  Library  was  not  open  evenings,  said,  "  If  it  were 
practicable  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  experiment  tried,  to  con- 
vince tiiose  who  entertain  such  an  opinion  of  their  mistake.  The 
expense  of  maintaining  a  library  would  be  doubled,  and  the 
numbers  availing  themselves  of  the  accommodation  very  few." 
I  do  not  feel  at  all  sure  of  the  result  of  such  an  experiment  as 
regards  the  numbers  who  would  come  to  the  Hall,  while  the  ex- 
periment would  be  a  costly  one.  A  statement  published  in 
England,  in  1857,  went  to  show  that  when  a  free  popular  library 
was  only  opened  in  the  daytime,  its  issues  for  the  year  were 
less  than  its  number  of  volumes ;  while  they  increased  to  five 
and  even  to  seventeen  times  that  number,  when  opened  in  the 
evening.  Should  a  collection  like  the  Bates  Hall  show  such  an 
increase — ^whiqh  from  its  character  may  be  deemed  very  doubtful 
— my  figures  for  attendance  already  given  are  very  far  too  low. 

ni.  By  dispensing  with  the  vacation.  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  considerable  library,  used  with  frequency,  ever  omits  the 
annual  vacation.  This  Library  certainly  never  has,  and  the 
tendency  has  not  been  to  lengthen  the  interval  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  the  collection.  We  took  this  year  twenty-two 
working  days  to  clean  and  examine  over  140,000  volumes.  At 
Manchester  they  give  three  days  each  quarter,  twelve  in  the  year 
to  this  work  upon  their  reference  library  of  40,000 ;  and  eight 
days  each  to  their  five  lending  libraries,  having  an  aggregate 
of  45,000,  or  twenty  days  to  a  total  of  84,000  volumes.    I  have 
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selected  the  returns  of  this  work  as  giyen  by  the  librarians  of  a 
few  of  our  different  classes  of  libraries :  — 


Boston  Athenaeum 

14  days 

Cincinnati  Public  Library     • 

14     " 

Library  of  Congress 

August 

Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library 

3  weeks 

Charlestown  Public  Library 

1  month 

Astor  Library       .        .        .        . 

August 

Philadelphia  Library    . 

8  weeks 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  . 

• . 

2      " 

Boston  Mercantile  Library 

2      " 

Baltimore  Mercantile  Library 

2      " 

It  is  utterly  impracticable  to  carry  out  an  examination  (and 
no  one  familiar  with  library  economy  will  deny  the  neces- 
sity of  an  examination)  with  fresh  assistants;  called  in  for  the 
purpose,  while  the  circulation  is  going  on.  It  would  inevitably 
happen  that  undrilled  hands  would  make  confiision  worse  con- 
founded.  It  must  be  done  with  regular  drilled  assistants,  and 
their  number  can  be  kept  at  the  lowest  by  providing  a  way  to 
go  over  the  Library  by  instalments.  A  special  attendant 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  shelf  lists  —  and  one  perhaps, 
would  be  necessary  for  each  hall  —  with  a  young  person  to 
assist,  might  I  think  accomplish  the  task,  with  no  farther  with- 
drawing of  the  books  from  circulation  than  perhaps  half  the 
novels  at  one  time,  when  that  department  may  be  under  survey 
in  the  Lower  Hall. 

The  gain  would  be  a  use  of  the  Library  at  a  time,  when  its 
daUy  issues  would  probably  be  half  the  average  daily  use  of  the 
year ;  a  more  direct  personal  responsibility  where  there  is  now 
a  divided  one,  inducing  lapses  common  to  such  divisions ;  a  more 
systematic  preparation  and  care  of  the  shelf  lists  and  conduct 
of  the  examination  from  the  uninterrupted  attention  of  particular 
attendants ;  and  the  ability  to  make  our  Library  and  fiscal  years 
correspond* 
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The  disadvantages  would  be  an  increase  of  our  pay-roll  about 
$1,500,  and  perhaps  more,  without  possibly  an  increase  of  circu- 
lation warranting  it ;  and  our  inability  to  know  tiie  exact  status 
of  the  Library  at  one  particular  time,  not  essential  perhaps  to 
our  proper  conduct  of  its  affairs.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be 
confessed  the  departure  from  the  established  rule,  based  upon 
experience  the  world  over,  will  be  made  with  misgivings,  and  with 
no  certainty  of  success  in  the  practical  working  of  what  seems 
clear  in  theory.  The  necessary  details  of  the  work  done  in  this 
way  will  hardly  be  as  simple,  and  may  prove  too  complex  with 
the  ordinary  use  going  on,  to  be  thorough  and  effectual  in  their 
working. 

CATALOGUES. 

I  look  for  the  printing  of  the  third  volume  of  the  Bates  Hall 
Catalogue,  dnring  the  coining  year. 

To  hasten  the  printmg  of  the  first  volume,  which  was  delayed 
nearly  three  years  after  this  building  was  occupied,  lai^  classes 
of  cross-references  were  thrown  out,  which  materially  lessens 
the  value  of  the  volume,  great  as  it  is.  The  second  volume 
followed  the  same  plan;  but  it  seems  now  desirable  that  these 
omissions  should  be  embodied  in  the  third,  —  namely,  cross 
references  under  ^  subjects  "  from  all  collected  works  of  authors, 
serial  works  (not  periodicals),  and  pamphlets.  Cross  references 
under  ^  subjects "  are  now  given  to  monographic  works  only, 
and  not  to  these  if  in  pamphlet  form,  oj-  of  less  than  a  hundred 
pages — a  poor  test  of  course  of  the  value  of  a  production,  and 
particularly  so  in  science.  These  omissions  make  our  present 
printed  catalogues  very  unsafe  guides  under  the  head  of  sub- 
jects, as  it  will  be  fteeji  no  reference  is  made  to  three  large 
classes  of  productions.  This  matter  to  be  printed  is  all  con- 
tained  in  the  card  catalogues,  but  our  experience  shows  that  this 
card  catalogue  is  of  little  value  to  anybody  but  the  officers,  and 
it  is  consulted  by  the  public  with  the  utmost  infrequency, — not 
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five  or  six  times  a  year.  The  labor  which  has  been  bestowed 
on  the  preparation  of  these  cross  references  is  well  nigh  lost, 
unless  they  are  put  in  print.  They  will  increase  the  bulk  of 
the  third  volume  materially  it  is  true ;  but  it  seems  fiitile  to 
amass  a  large  library  without  preserving  the  most  perfect  guide 
to  its  contents.  Such  a  system  would  add  infinitely  to  the  value 
of  great  libraries  in  Europe ;  but  it  must  grow  with  the  library 
if  it  is  ever  done. 

In  order  to  render  duplicate  shelf  copies  available,  their  shelf- 
numbers  should  be  always  inserted  with  those  of  the  original 
copies.  This  has  not  invariably  been  done,  and  a  large  number 
of  such  books  belonging  to  the  Parker  collection,  found  no 
record  in  our  Supplement,  because  their  titles  had  appeared  in 
the  first  volume. 

Of  the  Lower  Hall  Finding  Lists,  it  is  probable  that  all  will 
be  printed  before  another  report  That  for  "Fiction"  has 
already  required  a  third  edition,  each  time  augmented.  It  will 
be  a  question  to  be  decided  when  the  work  is  all  done,  whether 
the  needs  of  our  Lower  Hall  are  not  better  served  by  frequent 
editions  of  these  class  lists,  and  more  economically,  than  by  a 
bibliographical  volume  of  one  alphabet,  like  that  of  1858.  If 
we  begin  a  third  volume  of  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue,  there 
seems  no  alternative  but  depending  upon  these  Fioding  Lists 
until  the  completion  of  that  work. 

Our  printed  Bulletins  have  been  a  success.  They  have  been 
eagerly  welcomed  by  our  frequenters ;  greatly  valued  by  other 
institutions ;  and  I  have  received  very  laudatory  opinions  of  them 
from  accomplished  librarians  in  Europe. 

The  daily  manuscript  Bulletins  of  accessions  have  been  kept 
up  for  each  hall.  Every  thing  is  inserted,  except  duplicates,  in 
that  for  the  Lower  Hall ;  but  in  that  for  the  Bates  Hall,  only 
such  American  books  as  have  been  published  within  a  year,  and 
foreign  books  of  not  over  three  years'  standing.     This  last  was 
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began  on  the  1st  of  October,  1867,  and  to  the  22d  of  July, 
1868,  there  had  been  1,810  titles  entered. 

The  Indicator  has  given  continued  satisfaction,  and  the  libra- 
ries at  Lynn,  Newport,  and  perhaps  others,  have  adopted  its 
fundamental  principles.  They  have  an  instrument  for  the  same 
purpose  at  Syracuse.  A  photograph  of  ours  sent  to  Manchester, 
England,  elicited  the  fact  that  they  had  had  a  similar  contrivance 
in  use  there  for  eight  years.  The  common  experience  of  this 
library  and  theirs,  seems  to  have  driven  the  two  to  similar  prac- 
tices, not  only  in  this  matter,  but  in  others.  Our  instrument 
has  been  verified  three  times  during  the  year,  and  the  variations 
from  the  shelves  has  been* found  each  time,  to  be  only  between 
six  and  twelve. 


FINANCE. 

The  table  (Appendix  0.),  shows  our  expenditures  for  our 
library — not  our  fiscal — year. 

The  means  and  facilities  of  the  Library  of  Congress  exceed 
ours.  The  income  of  the  New  York  Mercantile  Library,  is 
about  equal  to  ours  ($57,000).  The  other  of  the  libraries  of 
the  country,  having  large  resources,  follow  in  this  order. 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library        .        .        .  $31,600 

Boston  Athenaeum 22,000 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library     .        .        .  20,000 

Astor  Library 15,000 

The  Library  at  Liverpool  has  granted  it  by  rates,  £8,000. 
The  act  of  Parliament  establishing  the  English  public  libraries, 
allowed  a  levy  of  a  half-penny  in  the  pound  sterling,  according 
to  the  act  of  1850 ;  but  the  rate  was  raised  to  a  penny  in  1855. 
Sheffield  levies  three  farthings. 
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FINE  ARTS. 

The  Library  has  been  fortanate  daring  the  past  year  in  receiv- 
ing from  the  hands  of  certain  gentlemen,  (who  knew  the  extreme 
value  of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  during 
his  long  connection  with  it,)  a  bust  of  that  gentleman,  executed 
with  admirable  skill  by  Mr.  Martin  Milmore. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

SuperintendefU, 
NOVEHBEB  lst|  1868. 
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APPENDIX  [A], 

DEATH   OF   MR.   JBWETT. 


Since  the  publication  of  the  last  Bulletin,  the  Library  and  the 
community  have  experienced  an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
Charles  C.  Jewett,  the  late  Superintendent.  He  was  attacked  by 
apoplexy  about  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  while  at  his  post  in  the  Library,  and,  in  a  state  of  partial 
paralysis,  was  a  few  hours  later  conveyed  to  his  home  at  Braintree. 
He  became  unconscious  on  the  way,  and  after  lingering  through 
the  early  part  of  the  night,  died  an  hour  after  midnight,  in  the  fifty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  When  the  sad  intelligence  reached  the 
city,  through  the  press  and  in  public  and.  private  circles,  the  loss 
was  mourned  with  a  more  extensive  recognition  of  his  worth  than 
often  follows  upon  the  death  of  a  citizen. 

On  the  10th,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  was  held,  when 
they  were  addressed  by  their  President,  W.  W.  Greenough,  Esq., 
as  follows: 

^^ Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

^'  I  have  asked  you  to  come  together  to-day  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  suitable  action  in  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles 
Coffin  Jewett,  late  Superintendent  of  this  institution.  Mr.  Jewett 
had  early  given  his  attention  to  the  formation,  arrangement  and 
cataloguing  of  libraries.  He  had  possessed  himself,  by  study  at 
home  and  abroad,  of  an  amount  of  general  accomplishment  in  this 
specialty,  probably  unequalled  by  any  other  person  in  this  country. 
In  the  year  1855,  when  it  first  became  evident  that  the  Public  Li- 
brary of  the  City  of  Boston  was,  through  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Bates,  to  become  one  of  the  great  libraries  of  the  country,  the  ne- 
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f  secDring  the  best  bibliographic  skill  made  itself  evident 
oard  of  Trnstees.  Fortunately,  at  this  time  Mr.  Jevett 
a  ap  his  connection  nlth  the  Smithsonian  Institntion,  and 
y  for  a  new  engagement.  HiB  services  were  secnred,  and 
td  npon  his  new  duties  in  the  autnmn  of  that  year,  tempora- 
le  library  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  antil  a  house  in  Boylston  Place, 
■  the  Trustees,  was  ready  for  the  books  given  by  Mr,  Bates. 
Dued  his  work  there  until  the  present  bnilding  was  ready 
tposit  of  the  whole  library.  He  was  then,  in  the  year  1858, 
8  Superintendent  by  the  City  Council,  npon  the  unanimous 
ndatioD  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  from  that  time  to 
:nt  has  been  its  recognized  head.  The  extent  and  variety 
jors  can  only  be  known  to  those  who  have  watched  over 

during  its  progress.  The  noUe  catalogues  of  the  Bates 
'er  Halls  owe  to  him  the  system,  arrangement  and  com- 
I  which  have  made  them  not  only  indispensable  to  every 
g  the  Lilwary,  but  also  valuable  as  text-books  of  univerBal 
le.  He  was  in  himself  a  library  of  asefhl  information,  and 
t  of  its  application  to  onr  institution  has  been  the  creation 
«m  which  future  experience  will  find  it  hard  to  improve, 
close  this  brief  sketch  without  a  reference  to  the  personal 

which  made  liim  so  agreeable  an  associate,  not  only  to 
i  whom  he  was  officially  connected,  but  to  all  who  con- 
m  in  reference  to  their  wants  or  their  studies.  His  kiad- 
aanner  was  based  npon  real  kindness  of  heart.  In  the  va- 
Dplicated  and  perplexing  duties  which  he  was  called  upon 
no  one  ever  questioned  the  conscientiousness  as  well  as 
liness  of  their  discharge.  With  this  brief  introduction,  I 
tie  matter  to  your  consideration,  with  the  desire  that  there 
placed  upon  our  records  a  suitable  memorial  of  the  services 

has  rendered  to  the  Library,  and  of  our  appreciation  of 
ties  as  a  man." 

llowing  preambles  and  resolutions  were  then  passed  by  a 
us  vote,  all  present  rising  as  a  mark  of  respect :  — 

reaa.  We  have  been  suddenly  called  upon  to  recognize 
of  Divine  Providence,  laid  in  token  of  His  will  to  receive 
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him,  upon  the  head  of  one  who  was  connected  with  as  by  both  offi- 
cial and  friendly  ties ;  and 

"  Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  our  endeared  Superintendent  we  feel 
no  common  sorrow,  and  experience  unwonted  bewilderment ;  there- 
fore be  it 

"  Besdved^  That  in  the  death  of  Charles  CofBn  Jewett  this  Li- 
brary is  deprived  of  a  steadfast  friend,  and  an  officer  of  such  inge- 
nious mind  and  such  rare  knowledge  apposite  to  his  duty,  that  we 
hardly  know  where  to  find  his  equal. 

'^  Besolvedf  That  during  the  years  that  he  has  borne  official  rela- 
tions to  this  Board  and  its  predecessors,  he  has  been  found  to  have 
unvarying  courtesy.  Christian  kindliness,  prudence  in  counsel,  a 
8kilf\il  readiness  in  practical  devices,  and  untiring  forethought, 
destined  to  inure  to  the  benefit  of  this  institution. 

"  Eesolvedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  close  the  Library 
on  the  day  set  apart  for  his  fhneral. 

'^  Resolved  J  That  we  testify  our  most  sincere  attachment  to  our 
departed  friend  by  attending  in  a  body  the  ceremonies  of  his  burial. 

*'  JReaolved^  That  inasmuch  as  the  deceased  endeared  himself  to 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  we  know  we  anticipate  the 
wishes  of  the  past  Trustees,  and  present  and  past  attendants  of 
the  Library  in  inviting  them  to  join  with  us  in  the  last  solemnities 
of  respect. 

^*  Besolvedj  That  these  proceedings  be  entered  upon  the  records 
of  this  Board. 

'^  Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
the  family  of  Mr.  Jewett,  with  the  assurance  of  our  entire  sympathy 
for  them  in  the  loss  of  a  husband  and  a  father  who  was  as  con- 
spicaous  in  those  relations  as  he  was  efficient  in  others,  more 
particularly  within  our  cognizance. 

^'  Besolvedj  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  for  the  information  of  the  City  Council.'* 

The  funeral  ceremonies  took  place  at  Trinity  Church,  in  this 
city,  on  Saturday,  the  11th  inst.,  at  noon ;  and  were  conducted  by 
Bishop  Eastburn,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Burroughs,  Jr.,  of 
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Christ  Church,  Quincy.  The  following  gentlemen  acted  as  pall- 
bearers :  — 

Hon.  George  S.  Hillard. 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Train. 

Charles  Folsom,  Esq. 

Dr.  John  Appleton,  Librarian  of  the  Historical  Society. 

Dr.  Samuel  C.  Jackson,  of  the  State  Library. 

Hon.  Edward  Avery,  of  the  Senate. 

Wm.  F.  Poole,  Esq.,  of  the  Boston  Athenseum. 

Prof.  Wm.  E.  Jillson,  General  Assistant  of  the  Public  Library. 

A  large  congregation  was  present,  consisting  of  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  the  present  and  past  Trustees  and  attendants  of  the 
Library,  and  many  men  of  prominent  station  and  name.  The  re- 
mains were  deposited  beneath  the  church. 
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APPENDIX  [B]. 

EXTENT  AND  INCREASE  OP  THE  LIBRARY. 
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KOTE.— To  account  for  dlscrepancicn  noticeable  in  tho  above  table,  compiled  fh>m  the 
Annual  Reports,  it  should  be  stated  that,  prior  to  the  Report  of  1861,  the  annual  statement  of 
the  whole  number  of  Toluraes  was  obtained  by  adding  the  accessions  of  the  Tear  to  the  pre> 
Tious  aggregates ;  and  although  the  numbers  in  both  Halls  are  now  obtauied  by  actually 
eoantiog  the  books  upon  the  shelMists,  there  still  remain  several  sources  of  unsvoidable  dis- 
crepancies, such  as  th<^  following :  Works  reported  at  first  as  containing  a  certain  number  of 
Tolomes,  afterwards  for  good  reasons  bound  in  a  different  namber;  worlu  reported  as 
duplicates  subsequently  exchanged  for  works  in  a  different  number  of  Tolumes ;  pamphlets 
boond  separately  and  counted  as  books ;  also  volumes  lost  or  worn  out,  but  for  some  reason 
not  repUced,  which  disnppear  in  the  aggregates,  but  remain  as  originally  reported  among 
the  accessions. 
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APPENDIX  [C]. 

BATES  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS, 

Not  ineladlng  the  Parker,  Bowditob  and  Prinee  LIbraiiee,  nor  the  tale  dnpUcatee. 


Clabbbb. 


CyclopsBdias,  etc 

Bibliography  and  Literary  History    . 
General  History  and  Geography 
American  History  and  Polite  Literature 
English 
French 


<< 


<( 


{( 


Italian 
German 


fi 


<( 


n 


l( 


(( 


(( 


(I 


<( 


l( 


Greek,  Latin,  and  Philology 
Other  History  and  Literature 
Periodicals  and  Transactions 
Theology,  Ecclesiastical  Histoxy,  etc. 
Metaphysics  and  Social  Sciences 

Jarispmdence 

Political  Economy       .       .        .       . 

Medical  Science 

Natural  Histoiy 

Mathematics  and  Physical  Sciences    . 
Useful  Arts 


Fine  Arts 


Bound  Miscellaneous  Pamphlets 


Totals 


^5 


24 
170 
170 
515 
493 
188 

87 
228 
190 
214 
314 
968 
185 
145 

79 
370 
155 
812 

96 
197 


6,100 


< 

Added 
1867-8. 

•^  o 
.014 

1-1 

< 

1,054 

86 

1,140 

2,585 

281 

.087 

2,816 

3,070 

140 

.022 

8,210 

9,339 

1,168 

.186 

10,507 

11,049 

762 

.121 

11,811 

5,983 

335 

.058 

6,318 

4,679 

229 

.036 

4,908 

3,486 

159 

.025 

3,645 

3,072 

100 

.016 

8,172 

2,707 

216 

.034 

2,923 

10,458 

341 

.054 

10,799 

7,962 

•595 

.095 

8,557 

2,820 

348 

.054 

8,163 

2,014 

161 

.026 

2,175 

671 

66 

.001 

737 

4,405 

556 

.08^ 

4,961 

8,925 

170 

.027 

4,095 

4,556 

318 

.051 

4,874 

877 

116 

.018 

993 

2,557 

205 

,033 

2,762 

387 

•  • 
6,297 

•  • 

•  • 

387 

87,656 

93,953 

h 

p4 


.012 
.08 
.034 
.112 
.126 
.067 
.052 
.039 
.034 
.031 
.115 
.081 
.033 
.028 
.008 
.058 
.044 
.053 
.011 
.039 
.004 
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APPENDIX   [D]. 


LOWER  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS. 


CLASsxa. 


Theology,  Moral  and   Intellectual  Sci- 
ence, etc 

Jarispmdence  and  Political  Science 

Medicine,  Mathematics,  Physics,  Natu- 
ral Sciences 

Useftil  and  Fine  Arts,  Military  and  Na- 
val Science 

American  History  and  Politics 
Foreign  History  and  Politics  . 
Poetry,  Drama,  Oratory,  Rhetoric  . 
Fiction  and  Juveniles       .... 

Biography 

Travels      . 

Libraries,  Collections,  Periodicals,  etc.  . 

German  Books 

Italian  Books 

French  Books 

Books  of  Reference 


I"" 
"I 


1,488 
270 

1,706 

599 
1,023 
1,883 
2,268 
7,166 
2,342 
1,897 
2,621 
1,137 

221 

1,043 

87 


26,199 


84 
7 

74 

80 

38 

42 

86 

1,113 

103 

105 

184 

69 


63 


2- 


2,003 


216 
121 


339 


p 


1,672 
277 

1,779 

629 
1,059 
1,376 
2,364 
8,278 
2,229 
1,881 
2,805 
1,206 

221 
1,106 

92 


26,863* 


*  The  two  hundred  and  flfty'seren  condemned  books  for  the  year  have  not  been  excluded 
flrom  this  count. 
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APPENDIX  [E]. 


LIST  OF  DONORS,  1867-8. 

Bates,  Joshua,  London,  interest  on  the  tand  of 
Bigelow,  Hon.  John  P.,        "         "         " 
Franklin  Club,  "         "  *' 

Lawrence,  Hon.  Abbott,  "  "  '* 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan,  "  "  " 
Townsend,  Mary  P., 


a 


a 


a 


$50,000 

1,000 

1,000 

10,000 

30,000 

4,000 

S96,000 


The  interest  of  these  donations,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
the  Townsend  Fand  (which  is  invested  in  a  mortgage  at  six  per 
cent),  has  been  paid  in  gold,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum. 


A  bust,  in  marble,  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  by  Martin  Milmore,  pre- 
sented by  several  gentlemen. 

The  donation  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  in  the  following  list,  is  of  particu- 
lar interest,  as  it  constitutes  what  we  may  hope  will  prove  the 
nucleus  of  a  department  of  embossed  books  for  the  Blind. 
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DONORS. 


Pam. 


Abbeville.    Socl^te  imperiale  d'emulatioD, 

Adams  &  Co., 

Adler,  G.  J.,  A.  J!f., 

Albany.    Young  Men's  Association, 

Alcott,  A.  B., 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 

American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 

American  Bible  Society, 

American  B'd  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 

American  Tract  Society, 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Andover.  Theological  Seminar}^ 

Anonymous,  1  Broadside,  1  map, 

Appleton,  William  S., 

Atwood,  Gilbert, 

Austin,  Samuel,  Providence^ 

Babcock,  W.  G., 

Baker,  Nathaniel  B.,  Adjutant  General  of  loicaj 

Baker,  Nelson  M.,  Lafayette^  N.  T., 

Balfour,  David  M., 

Ballard,  Joseph, 

Baltimore.   Peabody  Institute, 

Barnard,  Henry,  LL.D.^ 

Bamai*d,  James  M., 

Batea,  Samuel  R., 

Benedict,  Lieut.  George  G., 

Bickmore,  Albert  S., 

Bigelow,  Dr.  George  F., 

Bill,  Ledyard,  New  YorJc^ 

Bird,  F.  W.,  East  Walpole^ 

Blunt,  Hon.  Orison,  N.  F., 

Bogart,  William  H.,  Albany,  N.  F., 

Boston.     City  of, 

Board  of  Trade, 

Discharged  Soldiers'  Home, 

Free  Religious  Association, 

Gas  Light  Co., 

General  Theological  Library, 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music, 

Provident  Association, 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Theological  Seminary, 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 

Both,  Dr.  Carl, 

Boutwell,  Hon.  George  S.,  Oroton^  * 


1 
1 


2 
1 


1 
3 
1 
37 
1 
4 
4 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


2 

9 
23 
11 


2 
1 

1 


3 
2 

1 

1 

68 


2 

1 


30 

416 
2 


3 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
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DOXOB8. 


Piun. 


Bowditch,  Henry  L,  3f.  D., 

Bowles,  Leonard  C, 

Bradford,  Charles  T., 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  Davis,  1  map,  1  plan, 

Brighani,  Charles  B., 

Brigham,  William  T., 

Brighton.     Town  of, 

Ilolton  Librar\ , 

Brown,  George  W.,  Baltimore, 
Brown,  S.  G.,  D.D. 

Bullock,  His  Excellency  Alexander  II., 
Burnham,  Capt.  F.  A.,  North  Hanson, 
Bumham,  T.  O.  H.  P., 
Burroughs,  Rev.  Henry,  Jr.,, 
Cambridge.    Harvard  College, 

Astronomical  Observator}-, 

Canada,  House  of  Commons, 

Capen,  John, 

Carrillo,  Rev.  Crescendo,  by  Dr.  H.  Berends, 

Cartier,  Hon.  G.  E.,  o/  Canada^ 

Chambers,  George  E.,  Registrar  of  Philadelphia^ 

Charlestown, 

Cheever,  David  W.,  M.  D.j 

Cheny,  Hon.  R.  H., 

Chicago  Historical  Society, 

Christian  Inquirer,  Publishers^ 

Christian  Register,  Publishers, 

Christern,  F.  W.,  New  York, 

Cincinnati.     Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute, 

Public  Library, 

. Theological  and  Religious  Library  Association, 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Clapp,  David,  &  Son, 
Clarke,  Edward  H.,  M.  2>., 
Cleveland,  Rev.  Charles, 
Cook,  George,  M.  D., 
Cutter,  Charles  A., 
Dalton,  Edward  B.,  M.  2>., 
Dana,  Edmund  T., 
Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge^ 
Derby,  George,  M.  D., 
Des  Moines  Library  Association, 
Dexter,  Franklin  B.,  New  Haven, 
Dexter,  George,  Cambridge, 
Dexter,  Julius,  Cincinnati, 


8 

1 
1 

11 
1 
1 


4 
3 
1 


1 
4 


3 
2 
1 
2 
17 


3 
1 
3 

3 
1 
1 


1 
4 

8 


43 


138 


6 
3 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 

2 
1 
2 
1 


4 

1 
1 

1 
2 


1 
2 


1 
1 
1 
52 
2 
3 
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DONOB8. 

VoU. 

Pam. 

DivoU,  Ira,  48^^  Louis^  Mo.j 

1 

Drowne,  Rev.  T.  S., 

1 

Dunham,  Rev.  Samuel,  West  Brookfieldy 

1 

Dunlap,  S.  F., 

2 

Daren,  E.  F.,  Bangor y 

1 

Ellis,  Charles  M., 

1 

F.7.oquiel  de  Elia,  Sr.  Don^  by  E.  Ritchie  Dorr, 

1 

Evansville,  Indiana.    Board  of  Trade, 

1 

Everett,  H.  S.,  New  York^ 

1 

Everett,  William, 

13 

3 

Felton,  Franklin  E., 

1 

Fernald,  Woodbury  M., 

1 

Ferris,  John  A., 

2 

Fisher,  A.  E., 

1 

Foley,  William  J., 

1 

French,  Jonathan,  Odd  Numbers  of  Newspapers, 

238 

224 

Galitzen,  Prince  Michel  A., 

1 

Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  2).  2>., 

2 

Gerhard,  Fr.,  New  Yorkj 

2 

Godkin  &  Co., 

1 

Goldsmith,  Seth, 

1 

Graham,  Theodore, 

1 

Gray,  Horace, 

2 

Great  Britain.     Commissioners  of  Patents, 

69 

^f*}innlfi  Tfinnirr'  ConmniRflion 

1 

Royal  Astronomical  Society, 

3 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  3f.  Z>.,  2  maps. 

6 

350 

Greenough,  William  W., 

9 

1 

Griscom,  John  H.,  M.  />., 

1 

Haliburton,  R.  G.,  M.  A.y 

Harris,  Samuel,  D.  Z>., 

Haskins,  Rev.  G.  F., 

Haynes,  Prof.  Henry  W., 

1 

Heinzen,  Earl, 

4 

Henchman,  Daniel, 

Hewes,  George  W.,  Philadelphia^ 

Hewitt,  Girart,  St.  Paulj  Minnesota, 

Heywood,  J.  C,  New  York, 

1 

Hill,  Hamilton  A., 

64 

Hill,  Hiram, 

1 

Holton,  Isaac  F., 

1 

Hooper,  Hon.  Samuel, 

7 

2 

Huggias,  Samuel,  England. 

1 

Iowa,  State  of, 

1 

Jackson,  Miss  E.  C,                                     * 

15 

• 
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DONOSS. 


Pam. 


Jay,  John, 

Jeffries,  Drs.  J.  and  B.  J., 
Jillson,  Prof.  William  E., 
Johnson,  Elizabeth, 
Kingsbury,  William  B., 
Kirk,  Edward  N.,  D.  D., 

Kleeberg, ,  WasJiingtoji^  2>.  C, 

Kroeger,  A.  E.,  St,  LouiSy 

Lawrence,  Abbott, 

Leonard,  Joseph, 

Lewis,  H(»n,  George, 

Lewis,  Weston, 

Lewii^,  Winslow,  M.  2)., 

Liberal  Christian,  Publisher s^ 

Lincoln,  Henrj"  W., 

Lincoln,  Hosea  H., 

Lippincott  &  Co., 

Litchfield,  Simeon, 

Little,  T.  A.,  Janesvilkj  Wisconsin^ 

Liverpool.     Free  Public  Library, 

Lloyd,  Samuel  H., 

Lombard,  Dr.  Josiah  S  , 

London.     Corporation  of, 

Institution  of  Civil  Engineers, 

Royal  Geographical  Society, 

Royal  Society, 

Long  Island  Historical  Society, 

Loring,  James  S., 

Lowell,  City  of, 

McCammon,  D.  C,  Philadelphia^ 

McDougall,  Hon,  William,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

McLellan,  George  W., 

Madison,  Wis,    Historical  Society, 

Magill,  Edward  H., 

Manchester,  Eng,,  City  of, 

Public  Librar}', 

Mansfield,  M.  B.,  Salem, 

Marvn,  Selden  E.,  Adjutant  Oeneral  of  New  York, 

Marvin,  Theophilus  R., 

Massachusetts.    State  of, 

Historical  Society, 

Home  Missionary  Society, 

Horticultural  Society, 

May,  Miss  Abby  W., 
Miles,  Dr.  C.  E., 


1 

130 

3 

4 
3 


11 


1 
2 
1 

31 
1 
1 
1 
1 


2 

1 
6 
1 

1 
1 


7 
38 
12 


1 

4 

1 
7 

5 
1 


1 
24 


2 
2 
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Vols. 

Pam. 

Miller,  Wood  &  Co., 

2 

Mihyaukee.     Young  Men's  Association, 

Missouri,  State  of. 

Mitchell,  Kdward  L., 

Moore,  Charles  W., 

Morgan,  Horace  H.,  St,  Louis^ 

Morgan  &  Co., 

Morse,  Godfrey, 

Motte,  E.  L., 

3 

Mnller,  Frederick, 

2 

Munsell,  Joel,  Albany^ 

1 

8 

Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French^ 

2 

Nash,  Nathaniel  C, 

1 

Neely,  Edward  B., 

1 

New  Bedford.     Free  Public  Library, 

4 

New  Haven.     Merchants'  Exchange, 

1 

Yfilr  Pnllrirr 

2 

New  York.    Chamber  of  Commerce, 

1 

1 
1 

Mercantile  Library  Association, 

■ 

Union  League  Club, 

2 

Stufr  nf 

1 

Newport.    Redwood  Library  and  Athenmum, 

1 

Nichols,  William,  Jr., 

2 

Nichols,  W.  R., 

2 

Norcross,  John  E., 

1 

Ohio.     State  Library, 

1 

Oliver,  F.  E.,  M.  Z>., 

1 

Onderdonk,  Henry,  Jr.,  Jamaica^  L.  /., 

3 

Osgood,  Rev.  Samuel, 

1 

Otis,  Mi^  Marj', 

1 

Padrick  &  Co.,  Cincinnati^ 

8 

Paige,  James  W., 

232 

138 

Paine,  Prof.  Maityn,  M.  />., 

I 

Palfrey,  William, 

1 

Parker,  Henry  T.,  London^ 

3 

Parker,  John  W., 

18 

Patterson,  Robert, 

1 

8 

Peabody  Institute,  South  Danvers, 

1 

Pepper,  Bev.  George  W .,  Raleigh^  N,  C, 

2 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the 

Blind, 

1 

Perrv,  Rev.  John  B., 

2 

Perry,  Rev.  W.  S., 

6 

Phelps,  Eon.  Charles  A., 

1 

^ 
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D0N0R8. 

Vols. 

Pam. 

Philadelphia.     Dental  College, 

1 

Philadelphia.     Philadelphia  Library  Co., 

1 

Mercantile  Library  Co., 

2 

Presbyterian  Historical  Society, 

2 

Pittsburg.     Young   Men's  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 

tion, 

1 

Poughkeepsie.    Vassar  College, 

1 

Preble,  Capt.  George  H., 

1 

Presbury,  B.  F., 

1 

Preston,  Joshua  P., 

18 

Providence.     City  of, 

1 

1 

AthensBum, 

1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

1 

Punchard,  Rev.  George, 

3 

1 

Putnam,  Mrs.  K., 

1 

Putnam,  George,  2>.  Z>., 

2 

Putnam,  James  0., 

1 

Quincy,  Edmund, 

1 

Quincy,  Misses  Eliza  and  Susan, 

1 

Quincy,  Hon.  Josiah, 

sa 

Rankin,  Rev.  Jeremiah  E.,  Charlestown^ 

1 

Redhead  and  Wellslager,  Publishers^  Des  Moines^ 

1 

Rhees,  William  J.,  WasJiington^ 

1 

"Rhode  Island  Numismatic  Association, 

1 

Rice,  Hon,  Alexander  H., 

3 

Robblns,  Hon.  James  M., 

1 

Ropes,  Joseph  S., 

1 

Sabine,  John  D.,   [VasJiingtony 

19 

St.  Louis.     Mercantile  Library  Association, 

1 

1 

Salter,  Richard  H.,  M.  D,^ 

7 

93 

San  Francisco.    Mercantile  Library  Association, 

2 

1 

Seaverns,  Joel,  M.  2)., 

2 

Seidensticker,  James  G., 

3 

15 

Shaw,  Benjamin  S.,  Jf.  /)., 

1 

Simson,  James,  New  Torkj 

1 

Slack,  Charles  W., 

7 

Smith,  C.  C, 

2 

Smith,  Dexter, 

1 

Smith,  Freeman  A., 

1 

Snow,  Edwin  M.,  M.  Z>., 

1 

2 

Somerville.     Tufts  College, 

2 

Spooner,  The  Misses, 

69 

33 

Spooner,  Lysander, 

3 
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DONOHS. 

VolB. 

Pam. 

Stevens,  Benjamin  F., 

1 

Stimpson,  Frederic  H., 

10 

Stokes,  J.  W., 

1 

Stone,  Mev.  Edwin  M., 

1 

Storer,  David  Humphreys,  M,  2)., 

1 

Storer,  Prof.  Frank  H., 

3 

Storer,  Horatio  R.,  M.  i).. 

2 

Sumner,  Hon.  Charles, 

2S 

51 

Sunday  Times,  Publishera^ 

2 

Talbot,  I.  Tisdale,  M.  2>., 

1 

4 

Taunton.    Public  Library, 

1 

Terwilliger,  James,  New  York^ 

1 

Thayer,  Miss  Charlotte,  Dorchester ^ 

1 

Thorndike,  John  H., 

3 

Ticknor,  Miss  Anna, 

19 

Ticknor,  George, 

8 

Tiffany,  W .  G., 

2 

Toohey,  Prof.  J.  H.  W., 

3 

Townsend,  Solomon  D.,  M.  Z>., 

27 

26 

Tracy,  Rev.  Joseph, 

2 

Troy.     Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 

1 

Trumbull,  Hon.  J.  Hammond,  Hartford^ 

1 

Union  Republican  Committee, 

1 

United  States,  Department  of  the  Interior, 

67 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

5 

1 

1 

1 

A 

1 

^ 

1 

DoT>nrtTTif*nt  of  fYif^  Pnflt  Offlf»p     1   rriTin 

T^Air%n'**f«vkAn4-    ^k'T    Cfn4'A 

1 

Dep.  of  the  Treasury,  Bureau  of  Statistics, 

11 

. Department  of  War,  Bureau  of  ReAigees  for 

Freedmen,  etc.. 

1 

4 

5 

2 

mm 

OiifirtpriTni.fitf*r  (ronoral's  OfRpf* 

3 

2 

SiirfOftTi  (TPnprfl.l'fl  Offlpo 

3 

mm 

1 

Library  of  Congress, 

*j 

4 

Sanitary  Commission,  Executive  Committee  of 

Boston  Associates, 

1 

Venice.     Istituto  Vencto, 

1 

3 

Vermont.     Colonization  Society, 

1 

University  of. 

3 

Vienna.    K.  K.  Geologische  Reichsanstalt, 

1 

Voss,  M.  L.,  Leipzig^ 

1 

Walch,  John  T.,  Newhem^  N.  C, 

2 
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Pauu 


1  broadside, 


Walley,  Hon.  Samuel  H., 

Waltham,  Town  of, 

Walton,  George  A.,  Lawrence j 

Ward,  Joseph  W., 

Washington.     Smithsonian  Institution, 

Webber,  Samuel  G.,  3f.  D.^ 

Wells,  Eev,  E.  M.  P., 

West  Point  Militaiy  Academy, 

Weston,  Rev.  David,  Worcester j 

Wheatland,  Dr.  Henry,  SaJem^ 

Wheeler,  William  A., 

Wheelwright,  William,  Buenos  Ayres^  1  photograph,  3 

maps,  3  broadsides, 
Whipple,  Charles  K., 
White,  Samuel  S.,  Philadelphia^ 
Whitmore,  William  H., 
Whitney,  Rev.  Frederic  A.,  BriglUon^ 
Whitney  J.  D.,  Northampton^ 
Wilson,  Hon.  Henrj', 
Winchell,  Rensselaer, 
Winsor,  Justin, 
Winthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C, 
Wood,  Rev.  Horatio,  Lowell^ 
Woodman,  Cyrus,  Cambridge^ 
Woodward,  H.  E., 
Worcester.     City  of. 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

Free  Public  Library, 

Worthington  and  Flanders, 
Wright  and  Potter, 
Wyman,  Jeffries,  M.  Z>., 

Wyman,  Morrill,  M.  D.^ 


7 
2 
1 
1 


8 
2 

9 
8 
1 
4 
1 

5 
2 
3 
1 


1 
1 


1 

190 


2 


14 
3 
1 


1 
1 

4 

3 
1 

66 
1 
1 


J 
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PERIODICALS. 
Complete  Files  for  the  Tear  from  the  Publishers, 

Advocate  of  Peace. 

American  Baptist  Missionary  Union.    Missionary  Magazine. 

American  Unitarian  Association.     Monthly  Magazine. 

Boston  Daily  Evening  Traveller. 

Boston  Musical  Times. 

Bostoner  Intelligenz-Blatt. 

Commonwealth,  The 

Edinburgh.    Royal  Society. 

Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine. 

Hall's  Journal  of  Health. 

Herald  of  Health. 

Herald  of  Peace. 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts. 

London.    Royal  Astronomical  Society.    Monthly  Notices. 

Royal  Geographical  Society.    Proceedings. 

Masonic  Monthly. 

Nation,  The,  New  York. 

New  England  Farmer. 

Notes  and  Queries  on  China  and  Japan. 

Orpheus,  The. 

Radical,  The. 

Salem.    Essex  Institute.    Historical  Collections. 

Proceedings. 

Saturday  Express. 

Student  and  Schoolmate. 

Sunday  Times. 

Triibner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. 

Vienna.     K.  E.  Geologische  Relchsanstalt.  Jahrbuch. 

Weekly  Standard.    Buenos  Ay  res. 


I 


^ 
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APPENDIX  [¥]. 


REGISTRATION. 


Year«. 

Names. 

Appllcationa 
Kent to 
Police. 

Carda 
Refused. 

Cards 
for- 
feited. 

Carda  Issued 
forB.U. 

Cards 

issued  for 

L.H. 

'     Persona 
osiaK  Carda. 

1854-8 

1859-07 

18G8 

17,066 
62,859 
12,057 

2,810 

2S3 

88 

10,884 

5,887 

11,791 
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BOOKS  ASKED  FOR,  AND  BRITISH  PATENTS. 


Years 


1854  . 

1855  . 

1856  . 
1867  . 

1858  . 

1859  . 

1860  . 

1861  . 

1862  . 

1863  . 
•1864  . 

1865  . 

1866  . 

1867  . 

1868  . 


Books  a6K£d  for. 


Total 
asked  for. 


123 

221 

121 

18 

85 

178 

91 

116 

204 

135 

56 

58 

306 

646 

1,120 


Hnd 
already, 


95 
183 


Received 
siDce. 


260 
423 


Use  of  British 
Patents. 


PerBons. 


182 
187 
197 
269 


Hoars'  use. 


243 
248 
248 
867 
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APPENDIX  [J]. 


BATES  HALL  BEADING. 


0l*AB8ZFICA.TIOir8. 


English  History,  Topography,  and  General 
Literature    .  


American  (Northern  and  Southern)  History, 
Topography,  and  General  Literature 

French  History,  Topography,  and  General 
Literature 

German  History,  Topography,  and  General 
Literature   ••..••• 

Italian  History,  Topography,  and  General 
Literature 

Other  History,  Topography,  and   General 
Literature 

General  and  Epochal  History 

Greek,  Latin,  and  Philology  .... 

Bibliography 

Transactions 


Periodicals 


Useftd  and  Fine  Arts 


Natural  History 


Theology,   Ecclesiastical   History,   Ethics, 
Education,  etc 


Medicine 


Law,  Goremment,  and  Political  Economy  . 
Mathematics  and  Physics,  etc. 
Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  bound  . 


Pebcemtagb  of  Vbh. 


1868. 


17.6 


2.5 


8.5 
4.5 


8 


2.6 


8 

7 
9 


11 

7 

1.5 

5.5 


18M. 


16 


8.5 


7.5 


2.6 


8.6 

4.25 

8.5 

8 

1.6 

6 

12 


11 


2 
5.5 
.75 


1806. 


18 


10 


6 


2.6 


2.5 
8 
8 
8 

2.8 

6 

16.6 

4.6 

8.5 
4.6 
2 
7.5 
.75 


18M. 


18 


8 


8 


8 
8 
3 
5 
11 
8 
8 


8 
2 
7 
2 


1867. 


20 


12 


8 


8 
8 


7 
7 
6 
8 


6 
2 

8 


1868. 


17 


12 


8 


8 


5 
8 
8 


8 


2 
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APPENDIX    [L]. 


LowEB   Hall. 


CIRCULATION  OF  PARTICULAR  BOOKS  AND  AUTHORS, 


1868. 


NoTB.— ingnrM  in  Ihe  flrat  eolamn  represent  ecpiet,  vhen  the  work  U  bound  In  one  ▼olomet  and 
vobimeit  vhen  in  more  then  one. 


Copln,  or 
▼oia. 

Oreuletion 
in  Tola. 

NOVELS,  ETC.,   IN  ENGLISH. 

AuirrEN,  Jane,  totai, 

40 

267 

Edition  of  Novels, 

5 

34 

Emma, 
Mansfield  Park, 

6 

7 

41 
47 

Northanger  Abbey, 
Persuasion, 

1 
1 

12 
12 

Pride  and  Prejudice, 
Sense  and  Sensibility, 
Braddok,  M.  E.,  total. 

10 
10 
56 

82 

89 

948 

Aurora  Floyd, 
Doctor's  Wife, 

18 
3 

175 
74 

Eleanor's  Victory, 

John  Marchmont's  Legacy, 

3 
4 

63 

78 

Lady  Audley's  Secret, 
Lady's  MUe, 
Sir  Jasper, 
Others, 

3 
3 
3 

19 

62 
73 
41- 
382 

Bsoin'i,  C,  total. 

9» 

382 

Jane  Eyre,    * 
Professor, 

10 
9 

85 
68 

Shirley, 
ViUette, 

4 
5 

112 
117 

BULWER,  tOtcU, 

171 

1560 

Alice, 

5 

72 

Caxtons, 

11 

73 

Devereux, 

4 

28 

Disowned, 

6 

97 

Ernest  Maltravers, 

15 

122 

Eugene  Aram, 
Eva, 

17 
2 

74 
35 

Falkland, 

1 

12 

Godolphin, 

8 

45 
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Copies,  or 
Tols. 


CirenlAtioa 
la  Tob. 


Godolphin  and  Falkland, 

Harold, 

Pompeii, 

Barons, 

Leila, 

Lost  Tales  of  Miletus, 

Lucretia, 

My  Novel, 

Night  and  Morning, 

Oxonians, 

Paul  Clifford, 

Pelham, 

Pilgrims  of  the  Rhine, 

Rienzi, 

Strange  Story, 

What  will  he  do  with  it? 

Zanoni, 
Charles,  Mus.,  totals 

Draytons,  etc., 

Kitty  Trevylyan, 

Schonberg-Cotta  Family, 

OtherSj 
Cooper,  totals 

Afloat  and  Ashore, 

Bravo, 

Deerslayer, 

Last  of  the  Mohicans, 

Lionel  Lincoln, 

Miles  Wallingford, 

Pathfinder, 

Pilot. 

PiomCKS, 

Prairie, 

Red  Rover, 

Spy, 

Stories  of  the  Sea,  (Selections), 
Stories  of  the  Woods, 
Others^ 
CuuMiNS,  Miss,  totals 
El  Fureidis, 
Haunted  Hearts, 
Lamplighter, 
Mabel  Vaughan, 

DiCEXNS,  totcUy 

American  Notes, 


14 


2 

4 

7 

8 

5 

2 

6 

25 

6 

1 

7 

10 

3 

3 

7 

8 

3 

54 

8 

6 

22 

18 

273 

6 

10 

16 

16 

9 

10 

20 

11 

14 

11 

13 

8 

9 

11 

109 

30 

11 

5 

5 

9 

381 

7 


10 

44 

110 

19 

74 

16 

68 

145 

57 

25 

157 

81 

14 

48 

82 

121 

41 

514 

44 

93 

98 

279 

4417 

233 

213 

295 

245 

29 

147 

160 

159 

225 

149 

276 

217 

209 

238 

1662 

446 

73 

110 

77 

186 

4777 
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Bamaby  Radge, 

17 

164 

Bleak  House, 

14 

158 

Christmas  Books  and  Short  Stories, 

41 

776 

David  Copperfield, 

29 

298 

Dombey  and  Son, 

27 

460 

Great  Expectations, 

17 

144 

Hard  Times, 

12 

99 

Little  Dorrit, 

80 

220 

Master  Humphrey's  Clock, 

17 

195 

Martin  Chnzzlewit, 

21 

838 

Nicolas  Nickleby, 

88 

383 

Old  Curiosity  Shop, 

8 

60 

Oliver  Twist, 

17 

382 

Our  Mutual  Friend, 

22 

254 

Pickwick, 

26 

416 

Pictures  of  Italy, 

8 

30 

Sketches, 

6 

76 

Tale  of  Two  Cities, 

11 

122 

Uncommercial  Traveller, 

1 

18 

Child  Pictures  from  Dickens, 

5 

24 

Readings, 

1 

2 

Edoewoktu,  Miss, 

110 

19a 

Edition  of  Tales,  etc.. 

98 

81 

Separate  Novels^  etc.y 

12 

112 

EuoT,  Geo.  (Mrs.  Lewes), 

84 

188 

Adam  Bede, 

9 

34 

Felix  Holt, 

7 

69 

Mill  on  the  Floss, 

7 

49 

Romula, 

2 

14 

Scenes  of  Clerical  Life, 

2 

8 

Silas  Mamer, 

•  7 

14 

FlELDIKO. 

Joseph  Andrews, 

1 

8 

Tom  Jones, 

5 

75 

Amelia, 

1 

9 

Gbbt,  Mbs.,  totcUj 

48 

812 

Hawtuobke, 

74 

355 

Blithdale  Romance, 

7 

76 

House  of  the  Seven  Gables, 

9 

89 

Marble  Faun, 

12 

60 

Old  Manse, 

15 

51 

Scarlet  Letter, 

10 

19 

,                          Twice  Told  Tales, 

17 

43 

J                           OtherSf 

4 

177 

1                  Hkstz,  Mbs.,  totals 

118 

2678 

102 
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ClicaUtiAB 

▼ola. 

la  Tola. 

Earnest  Linwood, 

15 

259 

Planter's  Northern  Bride, 

15 

823 

Rena, 

10 

209 

Others^ 

73 

1887 

Hood,  Tom, 

•    Tales, 

2 

40 

Tylney  Hall, 

5 

17 

HuQHBs,  Tom,  totdl^ 

47 

521 

School  Days  at  Rugby, 

10 

212 

Oxford, 

80 

215 

White  Horse, 

7 

94 

James,  G-.  P.  B.,  totoZ, 

178 

1855 

Richelieu, 

8 

56 

Levkk,  totals 

153 

1958 

Charles  O'Malley, 

17 

281 

Tom  Burke  of  "  Ours," 

16 

209 

Longfellow. 

.  Hyperion, 

8 

30 

Kavanagb, 

5 

17 

Mabrtat,  Fred.,  totcUy 

148 

2845 

Midshipman  Easy, 

21 

827 

Ptivateersman, 

7 

148 

Mitchell,  D.  G. 

Doctor  Johns, 

4 

58 

Dream  Life, 

5 

31 

Fudge  Doings, 

2 

11 

Lorgnette, 

4 

8 

Reveries,  etc.. 

7 

89 

MuEHLBAOH,  C.  (Mrs.  Mundt),  totals 

130 

2270 

Andreas  Hofer, 

5 

88 

Berliir,  etc.. 

8 

142 

Daughter  of  an  Empress, 

12 

285 

Empress  Josephine, 

10 

101 

Frederick  the  Great, 

11 

242 

Frederick  and  his  Family, 

5 

88 

Henry  VHT, 

9 

125 

Joseph  II, 

10 

209 

Katharine  Parr, 

2 

96 

Louisa  of  Prussia, 

7 

144 

Marie  Antoinette, 

10 

305 

Merchant  of  Berlin, 

11 

278 

Napoleon  in  Germany, 

20 

181 

Germany  in  Storm  and  Stress, 

10 

86 

MuLOOK,  Mlss  (Mrs.  Craik),  totals 

110 

1601                1 

John  Halifax, 

18 

196                1 
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Copiea  or 

ClreaUtioii 

voU. 

in  ToU. 

Opib,  Mr».,  totcUj 

37 

451 

Readb,  Chas.,  totals 

67 

588 

Cloister  and  the  Hearth, 

10 

53 

Clouds  and  Sunshine, 

5 

81 

Foul  Play, 

10 

26 

Griffith  Gaunt, 

1 

14 

It  is  never  too  late  to  Mend, 

16 

111 

Love  me  little,  love  me  long. 

4 

64 

Peg  Wofflngton, 

3 

65 

Otliers^ 

18 

174 

Scon,  total, 

321 

1677 

Edition  in  27  vols.. 

221 

598 

Abbot,  (8  copies  add'l  in  above  ed.), 

5 

27 

Antiquary  (5  ditto), 

7 

49 

Betrothed  and  Talisman  (7  ditto). 

1 

22 

Black  Dwarf  (7  ditto). 

3 

67 

Bride  of  Lammermoor  (11  ditto), 

4 

19 

Fortunes  of  Nigel  (10  ditto), 

3 

40 

Guy  Mannering  (10  ditto), 

6 

76 

Heart  of  Mid-Lothian  (19  ditto), 

2  , 

47 

Ivanhoe  (20  ditto). 

3 

44 

Kenilworth  (8  ditto). 

5 

79 

Monastery  (9  ditto). 

5 

75 

Old  Mortality  (7  ditto), 

2 

27 

Peveril  of  the  Peak  (6  ditto). 

4 

45 

Pirate  (12  ditto). 

2 

65 

Quentin  Durward  (11  ditto), 

6 

107 

Bedgauntlet  (6  ditto). 

2 

53 

Rob  Roy  (18  ditto). 

2 

81 

St.  Ronan's  WeU  (7  ditto). 

1 

20 

Tales  of  a  Grandfather  (SO  ditto). 

5 

46 

Waverley  (3  ditto), 

8 

51 

Waverley  Anecdotes, 

3 

39 

Woodstock  (6  in  above  ed.). 

Chronicles  of  Canongate  (14  ditto), 

Anne  of  Gierstein  (5  ditto), 

Count  Robert  of  Paris  (4  ditto), 

Snofs,  W.  G.,  total, 

110 

1726 

Stephens,  Mrs.,  total. 

37 

893 

Stowb,  Mrs., 

Agnes  of  Sorrento, 

6 

145 

Dred, 

30 

122 

Little  Foxes, 

1 

20 

May  Flower, 

2 

24 

Minister's  Wooing, 

4 

105 

104 
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Yob. 

in  Tola. 

Our  Charley, 

1 

92 

Pearl  of  Oirs  Island, 

10 

200 

Queer  Little  People, 

1 

22 

Uncle  Tom; 

12 

Thackeray,  totaJj 

115 

927 

English  Humorists, 

2 

22 

Newcomes, 

10 

86 

Pendennis, 

18 

121 

Vanity  Fair, 

6 

121 

Trowbridge  J.  T. 

Neighbor  Jackwood, 

13 

Cudjo's  Cave, 

7 

143 

WnnrHROP,  Theo.,  total, 

22 

197 

Canoe  and  Saddle, 

2 

53 

Cecil  Drecme, 

9 

63 

Edwin  Brothertoft, 

2 

26 

John  Brent, 

9 

55 

ToNGE,  Miss,  totals 

192 

1123 

Heir  of  Redcliffe, 

22 

159 

ESTABLISHED  FICTION. 

Children  of  the  Abbey  (Roche), 

9 

48 

Don  Quixote, 

7 

145 

Gil  Bias, 

8 

73 

Gulliver's  Travels, 

5 

97 

Paul  and  Virginia, 

1 

27 

Picciola, 

2 

15 

Sam  Slick  (Haliburton), 

1 

S8 

. 

Sanford  and  Merton  (Day), 

8 

87 

Tristram  Shandy, 

2 

27 

Vicar  of  Wakefield, 

5 

79 

Undine, 

4 

58 

BOOKS  RECENTLY  POPULAR,  BUT  NO  LONGER 

FRESH. 

Amber  Gods, 

1 

24 

Alton  Locke, 

4 

81 

Art^emus  Wajrd, 

4 

82 

Charles  Auchester, 

4 

41 

Coningsby, 

4 

29 

Dunn  Browne, 

1 

22 

Elsie  Venner, 

16 

250 

Kennedy's  (J.  P.)  tales, 

11 

191 

Lavengro, 

2 

22 

New  Priest  (Lowell), 

5 

14 
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in  ToU. 

Naomi, 

2 

30 

Pique, 

7 

115 

Fotiphar  Papers, 

1 

13 

Vivian  Grey, 

3 

48 

Ware,  (Wm.)  tales. 

16 

58 

Typee, 

3 

36 

Verdant  Green, 

3 

46 

JUVENILES. 

Mayne  Reid's  books. 

199 

4784 

Andersen's  books, 

20 

386 

Grimm's  Tales, 

11 

288 

Oliver  Optic's  books. 

113 

3668 

Ballantyne's  books. 

61 

1436 

Kingston's  (W.  H.  G.)  books, 

41 

852 

W  inning  his  Way  (Carleton), 

6 

146 

Every  Roy's  Book, 

2 

9 

Boy's  Own  Book, 

3 

30 

Swiss  Family  Robinson, 

4 

108 

Robinson  Crusoe, 

4 

85 

Tangle  wood  Tales  (Hawthorne), 

• 

2 

65 

POETRY. 

Byron, 

28 

57 

Burns, 

35 

35 

Browning,  Robert, 

6 

18 

Browning,  Mrs., 

7 

43 

Bryant, 

3 

14 

Clough, 

1 

2 

Campbell, 

5 

20 

Holmes,  0.  W., 

6 

.35 

Holland  (Eathrina), 

3 

25 

Hood, 

26 

46 

Longfellow, 

44 

122 

Lowell, 

3 

24 

Milton, 

26 

65 

Moore, 

16 

13 

Meredith  Owen, 

3 

12 

Pope, 

11 

35 

Shakespeare,  poems. 

4 

22 

"         plays. 

45 

128 

Saxe, 

3 

8 

Scott, 

48 

118 

Swinburne,  Song  of  Italy, 

1 

2 

Tennyson, 

13 

^      88 

1 
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Tupper, 

4 

12 

Taylor,  Bayard, 

6 

14 

Whittier, 

7 

43 

Wordsworth, 

12 

18 

HISTORY,  ETC. 

Abbott's  Histories, 

15 

168 

Adams'  (John)  Works, 

10 

9 

Alison's  Europe, 

7 

38 

Bancroft, 

81 

187 

Benton's  Thirty  Years, 

4 

22 

Bunsen's  Egypt, 

5 

15 

Carlyle's  French  Revolution, 

4 

22 

Calhoun's  Works, 

6 

2 

Catlin's  Indians, 

2 

12 

Drake's  Indians, 

1 

9 

Froude's  England, 

40 

276 

Franklin's  Works, 

10 

9 

Headley's  Histories, 

7 

16 

Hume's  England  (with  continuations), 

42 

107 

Motley's  Histories, 

60 

246 

Macaulay, 

43 

127 

Michelet's  France, 

4 

20 

Napoleon  Ill's  Ccesar, 

2 

14 

Prescott, 

74 

154 

Parkman's  Pontiac, 

2 

8 

Parkman's  Pioneers, 

1 

3 

Robertson, 

12 

18 

Squier's  Central  America, 

3 

4 

Washington's  Works,  * 

12 

6 

Webster's  Works, 

12 

29 

ON  THE  REBELLION. 

Barnard's  Peninsular  Campaign, 

1 

7 

Coffin's  Four  Years'  Fighting, 

2 

20 

Greeley's  American  Conflict, 

2 

27 

Miles  O'Reilly, 

2 

28 

Mosby  and  his  Men, 

1 

10 

Nichols'  Great  March, 

1 

3 

Richardson's  Secret  Ser^dce, 

1 

14 

Semmes's  Cruise, 

2 

31 

Sherman's  March, 

1 

1 

With  General  Sheridan, 

1 

14 

Youth's  History  of  the  Rebellion, 

8 

11 

I 


PUBLIC  UBBABT. 


107 


CoplM  or 

Circulation 

Toll. 
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LOCAL  HISTORY. 

• 

Barry's  Massachusetts, 

3 

6 

Drake's  Boston, 

8 

37 

Frothingham's  Siege  of  Boston, 

7 

21 

Wells's  Sam.  Adams, 

8 

Loring's  Boston  Orators, 

2 

5 

BIOGRAPUY. 

Boswell's  Johnson, 

2 

6 

Byron,  by  Moore, 

8 

2 

Carson  (Kit),  Life  of. 

4 

25 

Choate's  Works, 

10 

7 

DaviS;  Jeff,  Life  and  Imprisonment  of. 

1 

3 

Forster's  Goldsmith, 

1 

2 

Franklin,  various  Uvea  of^ 

25 

65 

Grant,  various  Uvea  of^ 

11 

45 

Lessing,  by  Stahr, 

2 

2 

Lincoln,  various  lives  of^ 

10 

18 

McClellan,  various  lives  of^ 

5 

7 

Parton's  Famous  Americans, 

1 

9 

"       Burr, 

14 

20 

«       Franklin, 

15 

25 

<'       Jackson, 

7 

19 

Quincy's  Life  of  Josiah  Quincy, 

3 

86 

Washington,  various  lives  of^ 

48 

103 

TRAVEL. 

Agassiz's  Brazil, 

7 

84 

Baker's  Albert  Nyanza,  etc.. 

2 

16 

Burton's  Travels, 

9 

6 

Du  ChaiUu, 

7 

26 

Eothen, 

2 

4 

Hayes's  Open  Polar  Sea, 

4 

87 

Hillard's  Italy, 

4 

14 

Howell's  Italian  Journeys, 

8 

11 

Kane's  Arctic  Explorations, 

20 

82 

Livingston's  Africa, 

12 

82 

Speke's  Africa, 

5 

5 

Taylor's  (Bayard)  Travels, 

41 

94 
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CSreoIatloii 

TOk. 

IttTOhb 

SCIENCES,  ARTS,  PROFESSIONS. 

Agassiz's  books, 

8 

26 

Allen's  Grape  Caltare, 

3 

9 

Arago's  books, 

2 

5 

Blot's  Cookery, 

2 

15 

Beecher's  (H.  VV.)  books, 

9 

38 

Copeland's  Landscape  Gardening, 

2 

14 

Downing's  Landscape  Gardening, 

4 

9 

Faraday's  books. 

7 

19 

Guyot's  Earth  and  Man, 

1 

9 

Halleck's  Military  Art, 

1 

How  I  managed  my  Children, 

4 

5 

How  to  get  a  Farm, 

2 

10 

How  to  Farm  Profitably, 

1 

6 

Inquire  Within, 

d 

24 

Mackenzie's  Receipts, 

6 

34 

Miller,  Hugh, 

14 

51 

Napoleon  IITs  Works, 

2 

8 

Putnam's  (Mrs.)  Cook-book, 

2 

13 

Powell's  Plurality  of  Worlds, 

2 

2 

Band's  Parlor  Gardener, 

3 

11 

Buskin's  books, 

21 

128 

^^       Modem  Painters, 

16 

37 

Six  Hundred  a  Year,                   ' 

1 

7 

Ten  Acres  Enough, 

2 

20 

Walton's  Complete  Angler, 

2 

8 

Whewell's  PluraUty  of  Worlds, 

4 

3 

THEOLOGICAL,  ETC. 

Channing's  Works, 

6 

13 

Ecce  Homo, 

4 

41 

Ecce  Deus,                                      ' 

4 

43 

Essays  and  Beviews, 

1 

2 

Beply  to. 

1 

1 

Ligraham's  Pillar  of  Fire, 

1 

5 

Ingraham's  House  of  David, 

2 

13 

Pilgrim's  Progress, 

5 

15 

Benan's  Jesus, 

4 

22 

Bobertson's  (F.  W.),  Life, 

12 

4 

.  "          Sermons, 

5 

28 

Spurgeon's  books, 

2 

19 

Comte's  Positive  Philosophy, 

1 

10 

^ 


[' 
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FRENCH,  GEBMAN  AND  ITALIAN. 

About, 

Aucrbach, 

Dante, 

Dadevant  (Geo.  Sand)« 

Goethe, 

Goldoni, 

Hugo,  v., 

Heine, 

Kotzebue, 

Leasing, 

Moli6re, 

Petrarch, 

Racine, 

Richter, 

Rousseau, 

Schiller, 

Scribe, 


7 
86 

5 
26 
55 

4 
19 
12 
40 
10 

6 

2 

1 
85 
20 
86 

5 


88 

189 

2 

57 

78 

4 

58 

19 

260 

17 
1 
4 

80 

19 
101 

20 
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APPENDIX  [M]. 


READING  ROOM. 


Periodicals  divided  by  Languages. 

English 

French 

German 

Italian 

Total          .        .        r       .        .        .        . 
Kept  in  Bates  Hall 

Total  In  the  Library 

By  Classes, 

Scientific 

Literary 

Religions 

Illustrated  and  foreign  newspapers  . 

Commercial 

Fashion 

Illustrated  comic  magazines      .... 

Juveniles 

Fine  arts 

Statistics  of  Use, 

Number  of  days  open 

Readers  of  periodicals,  males    . 

Readers  of  periodicals,  females 

Readers  of  reference  books,  males 

Readers  of  reference  books,  females 

Readers  non-resident 

Total  readers 

Daily  average  readers 

Magazines  read,  total . 

Magazines  read,  dally  average 

Visitors  not  reading   . 

Visitors  not  reading,  dally  average 


1867. 

141 

39 

27 

1 


208 


86 

68 

18 

12 

9 

6 

3 

3 

3 


208 


289 
50,846 

4,438 
14,389 

3,955 

73,658 
254 

81,783 
283 

17,623 
61 


1868. 

175 

46 

31 

2 


254 
37 


291 


98 
96 

17 
17 
9 
6 
3 
4 
4 


254 


300 

70,452 

4,427 

7,724 

3,004 

2,013 

87,620 

292 

88,034 

293 

18,031 

60 


1 
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APPENDIX  [O]. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Expenditures  from  1  October,  1867,  to  SO  September,  1868. 


Binding  . 

Books 

Catalogues 

Expense 

Fuel 

Furniture 

Gas 

Periodicals 

Printing 

Salaries 

Stationery 

Transportation 


S  4,067  29 

li;476  75 

2,004  16 

1,848  02 

193  50 

1,934  81 

1,644  46 

1,665  95 

1,507  07 

23,285  47 

1,172  14 

638  14 

$50;932  76 


•  The  main  itemi  for  fuel  thU  year  did  not  go  into  our  acooitintB  tlU  after  October,  1868. 
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Since  the  completion  of  this  report,  the  Library  has  suffered  a 
great  loss  in  the  death  of  its  General  Assistant,  Professor  Wm.  E. 
Jillson,  who  died  at  his  house  in  Jamaica  Plain,  November  27, 
1868,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  A  native  of  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Day's  Academy,  Wrentham, 
Mass.,  and  entered  Brown  University  in  the  autumn  of  1841,  and, 
being  obliged  to  leave  his  studies  during  one  year  on  account  of 
feeble  health,  did  not  graduate  till  1846.  He  then  taught  in  the 
High  School  at  Providence,  and  was  subsequently  at  the  head  of  a 
similar  institution  at  Bristol,  R.  L  In  1850,  he  went  abroad  and 
remained  several  years,  chiefly  in  the  north  of  Europe,  studying 
its  languages,  and  the  principles  of  library  economy  in  the  large 
libraries  under  the  advice  of  the  late  Superintendent  Professor 
Jewett.  Returning,  he  became  instructor  of  French  and  German 
at  Brown  University,  and  subsequently  accepted  the  Professorship 
of  Rhetoric  and  the  modern  Languages  in  Columbian  College, 
Washington,  where  he  taught  successfully  for  more  than  five  years. 
He  was  next  called  to  the  Librarianship  of  the  Patent  OflSce,  where 
he  had  a  field  for  his  remarkably  combined  executive  and  biblio- 
graphical abilities.  During  his  summer  vacations,  meanwhile,  he 
rendered  the  late  Superintendent  of  this  Library  eflScient  assis- 
tance in  the  preparation  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Bates  Hall  Cat- 
alogue in  1858  and  1859  :  and  later  in  the  summer  of  1865,  he  was 
again  temporarily  employed  on  the  proofs  of  the  Supplemental 
Catalogue.  The  Trustees  then  thought  so  well  of  his  talents,  that 
he  was  invited  to  fill  the  office  of  General  Assistant,  which  posi- 
tion he  accepted  in  October  of  that  year.  In  April,  1867,  he  was 
attacked  in  the  library  by  bleeding  of  the  lungs ;  and  the  premo- 
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nitions  of  his  disease  prevented  his  acceptance  of  the  Superin- 
tendcnc}*^  as  mentioned  in  the  Report. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  Dec.  Ist,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

Eesolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Wm.  Everett  Jillson,  General 
Assistant  of  this  Library,  the  institution  has  lost  an  officer  of  rare 
attainments,  practised  efficiency,  and  discriminating  talents ;  the 
public  a  servant  alive  to  their  interests  in  the  administration  of  its 
affairs,  and  this  Board  an  agent  in  whom  they  bad  unvarying  con- 
fidence, and  for  whose  character  they  entertained  great  respect. 

Eesolved,  That  this  Board  offers  to  his  bereaved  family  the 
assurance  of  their  deep  sympathy. 

Resolved^  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the  records  of 
the  Board,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of 
the  lamented  dead. 
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Public  Library,  Boston,  November  29, 1869. 
His  Honor  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff^  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the 
Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Ordinance  relative  to  the  Public  Library,  passed  on  the  20th 
of  October,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

or  TBI 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Is  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  an  Ordinance  con- 
cerning the  Public  Library,  passed  20th  October,  1 863,  the 
Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present'  to  the  City  Council  their 
seyenteenth  annual 

BEPORT. 

The  year  just  past  has  witnessed  a  marked  increase  of  the 
active  usefulness  of  the  institution.  It  has  drawn  to  itself  more 
visitors  of  all  classes  of  either  sex,  and  the  circulation  of  its 
books  has  been  materially  enlarged.  It  has  attained  a  more 
fully  recognized  rank  among  the  libraries  of  the  world.  For 
the  detail  of  proofs  of  these  statements,  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  Reports  of  the  Examining  Committee  (Appendix  A),  and 
of  the  Superintendent  (Appendix  B).  The  Trustees  commend 
both  these  documents  to  the  special  attention  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  account  of  the  interest  and  importance  of  the  opinions  and 
fSacts  therein  contained.  In  view,  also,  of  their  fulness,  it  is 
hardly  desirable  to  duplicate  here  tables  and  figures  so  accu- 
rately set  forth  elsewhere. 

The  Examining  Committee  for  the  present  year  has  con- 
sisted of  Sidney  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Rev.  Henry  Burroughs,  Jr.,  Pat- 
rick Donahoe,  Esq.,  B.  Joy  Jeffries,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  M.  Mason, 
Esq.,  with  Edwin  P.  Whipple,  Esq.,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  as 
Chairman.  To  one  point  of  their  well-considered  and  carefully 
drawn  report,  public  attention  should  be  particularly  directed. 
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They  have  strongly  expressed  the  want,  so  long  felt  by  the 
Trustees,  of  an  increased  permanent  endowment  of  the  institu- 
tion. This  would  enable  it  from  time  to  time  to  purchase 
libraries  offered  for  sale,  and  for  which  special  means  are  unpro- 
vided. The  Trustees  cannot  reasonably  ask  such  provision  from 
the  city  government,  already  so  attentive  to  the  possible  needs 
of  administration  at  the  period  of  its  annual  appropriations ;  and 
the  gathering  of  a  larger  fund,  to  be  used  solely  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  can  be  only  obtained  by  an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of 
our  citizens.  Libraries,  however,  like  our  own,  and  the  Liver- 
pool Free  Library,  based  upon  private  munificence,  and  <'  sup- 
plemented, encouraged,  and  supported  "  by  the  intelligent  action 
of  the  city  government,  afford  no  ground  to  their  managers  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  future.  In  proportion  as  a  great 
charity  is  useful,  it  is  the  more  likely  to  receive  increase. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  will  be  foun  d  collected 
the  information  needed  by  the  community  relative  to  all  the 
departments  of  the  Library,  showing  how  largely  they  are 
employed,  and  how  carefully  and  minutely  they  are  supervised. 

m 

It  is  valuable  also  to  other  cities  and  towns  enjoying  or  prepar- 
ing to  enjoy  similar  privileges.  The  friendly  relations  estab- 
lished with  so  many  kindred  institutions  at  home  and  abroad 
have  already  proved  advantageous ;  and  it  is  a  just  subject  of 
pride  to  find  the  example  of  this  city  respected  and  followed  by 
so  many  others.  Indeed,  the  Report  may  be  said  to  be  a  treatise 
upon  the  condition  of  our  own  and  of  other  libraries,  forming  an 
important  contribution  to  a  new  department  of  literature,  the 
science  of  management  of  popular  libraries.  It  will  render 
bibliographical  and  practical  aid  to  a  class  of  young  men  and 
women,  now  much  desired  in  libraries,  to  whom  the  special  edu- 
cation needed  for  such  positions  had  been  heretofore  entirely 
beyond  reach. 

The  change  in  administration,  whereby  the  Library  should  not 
be  closed  for  the  purpose  of  the  annual  examination,  which  was 
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under  consideration  at  the  time  of  the  last  annual  Report,  has 
since  been  arranged,  and  the  Trustees  have  been  enabled  to 
keep  it  open  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  So  far,  the  new 
system  has  worked  successfully,  but  the  condition  of  the  books 
at  the  end  of  three  or  four  years  will  more  surely  indicate  the 
safety  of  the  plan  than  can  be  ascertained  from  our  present 
limited  experience.  Through  successive  shelf  examinations  of 
both  halls,  yearly  averages  will  be  obtained  which  will  probably 
be  sufficiently  minute  for  all  practical  purposes.  The  mode  of 
inspection,  as  carried  out  during  the  present  year,  affords  strong 
ground  for  continuance ,  and  the  increased  accommodation  to 
the  public  is  a  sure  incentive  to  our  officers  to  endeavor  to  secure 
its  unquestioned  success.  Under  the  new  ordinance,  going  into 
effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  opportunity  will  be  given 
before  the  lapse  of  a  year  to  make  another  examination,  and 
there  now  seems  little  doubt  that  the  second  trial  of  the  system 
will  strengthen  the  favorable  conclusions  of  the  first.  It  must, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Boston  Public  Library  is  the 
only  great  library  where  such  a  process  has  ever  been  attempted. 
By  the  success  of  this  innovation,  it  will  secure  a  further  step 
towards  its  full  measure  of  usefulness.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  no  public  library  on  either  continent  is  open  so 
many  days  in  the  year,  and  so  many  hours  in  the  week,  with  such 
large  powers  of  use  within  the  walls  of  the  building,  and  with  so 
few  restrictions  to  borrowers.  So  long  as  the  losses  and  in- 
jurious treatment  of  books  bear  so  small  a  percentage  to  the 
whole  number  circulated  or  used  in  the  reading  halls,  it  would 
seem  unnecessary  either  to  insist  upon  a  pecuniary  deposit  or 
guarantee,  or  to  adopt  the  English  system  of  one  or  more  re- 
spectable householders  as  sureties.  While  the  community  coq- 
tinues  to  respond  in  the  same  measure  as  at  present  to  the 
liberality  with  which  books  are  confided  to  its  hands  and  homes, 
the  Library  can  justly  continue  the  free  bestowal  of  its  privileges. 
The  present  reference  system,  without  pecuniary  responsibility^ 
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has  80  far  as  is  known  met  with  general  approval  when  once 
understood.  Those,  however,  who  prefer  the  guarantee  system 
may  be  reminded  that  from  the  very  opening  of  the  institotion 
provision  was  made  in  the  regalations  (Article  YI.  Sect.  2)  that 
any  inhabitant  of  Boston  depositing  the  value  of  the  work  de- 
sired could  take  it  away  from  the  building.  So  little,  however, 
has  this  privilege  been  valued,  that,  during  the  past  seventeen 
years,  but  very  few  instances  have  occurred  where  application 
has  been  made  under  the  rule. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  institution  can  be  made 
any  more  free  to  the  public  without  removing  all  check  and 
restraint,  and  allowing  free  access  to  the  loan  department,  which 
process  would  probably  soon  deplete  the  walls  of  both  libraries 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  contents.  But  it  is,  perhaps, 
needless  to  assure  the  city  government  that  the  hopes  and 
desires  of  the  Trustees  tend  rather  to  freedom  than  restriction, 
as  the  changes  of  the  last  few  years  have  fully  demonstrated. 

The  questions  have  been  asked,  Why,  in  so  large  a  reading 
population  as  the  City  of  Boston  affords,  do  the  statistics  of  the 
use  of  books  fall  so  far  short  of  the  most  successful  English 
libraries  ?  Why,  if  our  Library  is  freer  than  any  English  li- 
brary,  does  it  not  circulate  a  larger  number  of  books  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  admitted  to  its  use  ?  Why,  also,  con- 
sidering the  extent  of  the  collection,  the  large  library  service 
maintained  here,  and  the  promptness  with  which  catalogues  and 
books  are  placed  within  reach  of  the  public,  do  not  more  people 
avail  themselves  of  its  invaluable  resources  ? 

The  answers  to  these  questions  may  be  very  simply  stated. 
In  comparing  statistics  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reliable 
r^ults,  they  must  be  collected  upon  the  same  basis.  In  count- 
ing the  uses  of  English  libraries,  the  branches  contributing  their 
totals  to  the  figures  of  the  main  or  central  one,  they  often  include 
periodicals,  and  other  readings  and  consultations,  excluded 
from  our  numeration.    This  will  not,  however,  account  for  the  dif- 
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ference.  The  explanation  is  partly  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  classes  of  people  who  are  book-buyers  in  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  New  England,  are  proportionately  more  numer- 
ous than  in  any  country  in  Europe.  Here,  in  almost  every* 
artisan's  home,  the  book-shelf  has  a  prominent  place,  and  books 
are  thought  part  of  the  necessary  furniture  of  a  house ;  while  in 
England,  book-buyers  in  the  same  grade  of  life  are  rare,  and 
but  slowly  increasing.  The  frequenters  of  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  libraries,  for  the  most  part,  are  not  book-purcha- 
sers; they  resort  to  the  library  to  obtain  what  they  will  not  or 
cannot  buy.  Besides  this,  they  have  no  institutions  or  conven- 
iences in  provincial  cities  at  all  comparing  with  the  circulating 
libraries  so  largely  patronized  here  in  the  line  of  popular 
literature,  especially  novels. 

Among  the  results  expected  from  the  new  registration  system 
was  a  better  knowledge  of  the  visitors  of  the  Library,  and  in 
consequence,  of  its  fuller  adaptation  to  their  wants.  From  the 
numeration  tables  (Appendix  XIY),  it  is  cheering  to  find  that 
the  uses  of  the  Library  extend  to  all  the  employments  and  pro- 
fessions of  our  city,  and  that  the  various  departments  of  the 
institution  are  visited  with  so  much  frequency  by  both  sexes. 

This  brings  us  to  another  point  of  diflFerence  in  favor  of  the 
English  libraries.  The  zeal  manifested  in  obtaining  books  from 
our  Lower  Hall  is  the  more  creditable,  when  the  poor  accommo- 
dation for  waiting  in  the  distributing  room  is  considered. 
When  one  remembers  the  fine  hall  filled  with  comfortable  seats 
in  the  Liverpool  Free  Library,  where  five  or  six  hundred  people 
can  place  themselves  without  crowd,  or  jostling,  or  confusion, 
and  the  reading  rooms  of  the  Manchester  libraries,  accommodat- 
ing nearly  eight  hundred  visitors,  and  contrasts  the  scenes  daily 
witnessed  in  the  hour  of  largest  attendance  in  our  waiting  roorii, 
it  is  surprising  to  find  how  many  are  willing  to  submit  to  the 
inconveniences  of  such  a  crowded,  ill-ventilated  apartment. 
This  is  another  reason  largely  aflFecting  our  circulation.  It  may 
in  some  degree  be  remedied  in  time,  by  the  establishment  of 
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Branch  Libraries  with  suitable  waiting  rooms ;  but  the  principal 
Circulating  Library  of  the  institution  will  always  fall  short  of 
its  natural  usefulness  so  long  as  it  cannot  be  visited  at  the  hours 
most  convenient  to  the  largest  number  of  people,  without  equal 
personal  discomfort  to  both  sexes. 

With  these  preliminaries,  we  may  now  venture  to  examine 
some  of  the  statistics  of  the  Manchester  free  libraries,  which 
by  the  last  report  are  said  by  their  committee  '^  to  realize  the 
largest  circulation  of  any  library  in  the  world."  Li  a  popula- 
tion of  338,722  in  the  City  of  Manchester,  there  were  last 
year  35,336  borrowers  (including  suburban  residents),  who 
took  from  the  library  477,544  volumes,  or  an  average  of  13 J 
volumes  to  a  borrower.  In  Boston,  a  population  of  225,000  with 
16,797  borrowers  carried  away  198,975  volumes,  an  average  of 
nearly  11  each.  Li  Manchester,  lOj^  per  cent,  of  the  population 
have  obtained  permission  to  borrow  books ;  in  Boston,  about  li 
per  cent.,  which  percentage  has  since  largely  increased.  Thus, 
for  the  reasons  just  stated,  a  smaller  proportion  of  residents 
borrow,  on  the  average,  fewer  books  from  our  one  library  than 
from  the  central  collection  at  Manchester,  with  its  five  branches. 
It  is  evident  that  readiness  of  access  is  an  important  element 
in  circulation,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  our  people  reside  more  than  a  mile  from 
Boylston  Street,  the  comparison  of  figures  is  not  so  unfavor- 
able to  us  as  at  first  blush  appears. 

The  increasing  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  Library  is 
most  gratifying.  But  it  is  true  that  none  but  constant  users 
have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  completeness  of  the  collection. 
In  number  of  volumes,  it  falls  far  short  of  many  European 
libraries ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  library  in  England,  save  the 
British  Museum,  has  so  large  a  number,  of  useful  modern  books 
in  the  various  departments  of  literature  and  science,  not  only  in 
English,  but  in  German,  French  and  Italian :  and  there  are  few 
continental   libraries    which  surpass  in  these  classes  of  work 
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OUT  own  collection.  It  has  grown  up  with  the  wants  of  its 
readers,  and  though  very  far  from  complete  in  many  departments 
of  learning,  its  progress  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  gi^es 
promise  of  future  greatness.  In  its  present  state,  its  advan- 
tages are  widely  known  among  the  scientific  men  of  the  country, 
who  will  find  further  attraction  when  the  publication  of  the 
second  supplement  of  the  Bates  Hall  Library  permits  the 
institution  to  make  known  the  great  value  of  its  additions  in 
the  past  three  years.  Originally  based,  and  still  adminis- 
tered upon  the  principle  of  supplying  the  largest  number  of 
books  useful  to  the  largest  number  of  people,  the  Library  has 
found  an  additional  convenience  in  contributing  to  special 
research  or  information,  by  the  purchase  of  books  requested  by 
individuals,  and  has^^thus  been 'enabled  to  fill  gaps  in  various 
departments  of  much  importance  to  the  completeness  of  the 
collection. 

The  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Public  Library,  recently 
passed  by  the  City  Council,  does  not  materially  change  the 
functions  of  the  Trustees.  It,  however,  contains  an  important 
section,  empowering  them  under  certain  proper  restrictions 
^  from  time  to  time  to  establish  Branch  Libraries  of  popular  and 
useful  books  and  periodicals  in  sections  of  the  city  distant  from 
the  main  collection."  The  subject  has  already  been  referred  by 
the  Trustees  to  a  special  committee  of  its  body,  for  the  purpose 
of  maturing  a  plan  and  system  of  operation  suited  to  the 
requirements  of  the  case.  H  is  expected  that  the  committee 
will  report  in  season  to  make  the  first  experiment  of  a  ''  Branch" 
ready  for  discussion  and  adoption  before  the  passage  of  the 
next  general  appropriation  bill,  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  efforts  of  the  city  govern- 
ment to  provide  larger  accommodations  for  the  present  needs 
and  future  growth  of  this  institution  have  so  far  proved  una- 
vailing. The  Boylston  street  site  is  sufficiently  convenient  for 
the  purposes  of  extension,  were  it  not  wanting  in  the  two  great 
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reqaisites  of  light  and  air.  Without  obtaining  these  necessities^ 
the  Trustees  have  declined  to  recommend  any  further  expendi- 
ture for  building  upon  the  present  lot.  Yet  the  Library  must 
have  more  room.  Almost  every  department  requires  enlarged 
conveniences.  The  establishment  of  Branch  Libraries  will  prob- 
ably relieve  the  dbtributing  room  of  a  portion  of  our  borrowers 
but  it  will  even  then  be  insufiScient.  The  visitors  of  the  reading 
room  already  exceed  the  limits  framed  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
the  Bates  donation.  The  Trustees  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  walls  of  the  public  rooms  of  the  lower  story  for  the  purpose, 
of  displaying  a  portion  of  the  munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Appleton ; 
but  these  treasures  of  art  cannot  be  shown  without  trespassing 
on  apartments  devoted  to  other  uses. 

Every  day  must  necessarily  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situ- 
ation. Books  must  be  placed  upon  the  shelves,  classifications 
continued,  the  work  of  preparation  for  use  must  go  forward,  and 
every  department,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  kept  in  complete  con- 
dition. These  necessities  may  possibly  be  controlled  for  a  short 
season  in  the  present  building ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
any  change  of  site  will  require  long  preparation,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  proper  construction  of  an  edifice,  but  also  for  the 
removal  and  re-arrangement  of  the  books,  and  for  the  prepara- 
tion and  publication  of  entirely  new  catalogues  for  the  whole 
collection.  Under  these  conditions,  it  may  become  the  part  of 
economy  to  obtain  land  adjacent  to  the  present  site,  although 
the  expenditure  for  the  same  may  possibly  be  very  consider- 
able. 

Special  mention  is  made  elsewhere  of  the  magnificent  collec- 
tion of  engravings  formed  by  Cardinal  Tosti,  at  Rome,  pur- 
chased for  this  institution  and  presented  to  it  by  Thomas  G. 
Appleton,  Esq.,  one  of  its  original  Trustees,  and  of  its  earliest 
friends  and  donors.  It  forms  a  cabinet  of  instruction  of  a  char- 
acter heretofore  inaccessible  to  a  large  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion, who  will  recognize  with  pleasure  the  wise  foresight  which 
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prompted  a  public  benefactor  to  assist  in  their  art-culture,  and 
to  contribute  so  greatly  to  their  enjoyment. 

The  foundation  of  this  Library  was  considered  for  the  first 
years  of  its  existence  as  the  appropriate  finishing  and  supple- 
ment to  our  common  school  system.  This  is  still  broadly  true, 
but  so  widely  have  its  educational  uses  been  advanced,  that  it 
now  may  well  supplement  the  highest  scientific  and  literary 
institutions.  This  is  its  great  attraction,  that  the  humblest 
as  well  as  highest  in  intellect  and  cultivation  may  find  here  the 
instnmients  which  he  needs  for  his  mental  progress.  It  is,  as 
it  were,  a  universal  academy  of  ai1;s  and  sciences,  of  history 
and  archaeology,  of  philosophy  and  belles-lettres,  issuing  no 
diplomas,  but  of  which  residence  confers  membership. 

In  conclusion,  the  Trustees  would  not  omit  to  speak  in  com- 
mendation of  the  zeal,  attention  and  fidelity,  for  the  most  part 
manifested  by  the  numerous  officials  of  the  institution.  During 
no  previous  year  has  the  work  required  such  patient  assiduity, 
and  the  Trustees  are  happy  to  place  upon  record  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  rendered. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  W.  GREENOUGH. 

E.  P    WHIPPLE. 

WESTON  LEWIS. 

GEO.  PUTNAM. 

JARVIS  D.  BRAMAN. 

JAMES  M.  E:EITH. 

SAMUEL  A.  GREEN. 

JOHN  T.  BRADLEE. 

WILLIAM  G.  HARRIS. 

Public  Librabt,  Nov.  24, 1869. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMIHEE. 


Bj  the  Ordinance  establishing  the  Pablic  Library,  it  is  re- 
quired that  a  Committee  of  five  persons,  elected  from  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  with  a  member  of  the  board  of  Trustees  as  chair- 
man, shall  annually  examine  the  Library,  and  report  generally 
on  its  coudition  and  administration.  The  importance  of  this 
provision  is  obvious.  It  yearly  brings  the  Library  into  judg- 
ment before  the  great  body  of  the  citizens,  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  organized.  The  Committee  for  the  year  1869  have 
attended  to  their  duties,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  institution  has  so  thoroughly 
exhausted,  in  his  Report  to  the  Trustees,  so  many  of  the  topics 
which  would  naturally  attract  the  attention  of  an  examining 
committee,  that  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate  facts 
which  he  has  investigated  with  such  patient  labor,  and  classified 
with  such  admirable  skill.  Ho  has  not  only  given  a  complete 
statement  of  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Library  he 
so  ably  superintends,  but  he  has  gathered,  through  a  wide  cor- 
respondence with  American  and  European  librarians,  a  great 
variety  of  interesting  facts  illustrating  the  principles  on  which 
the  libraries  of  the  world  are  generally  conducted,  and  has  thus 
furnished  the  ^materials  for  comparing  the  administration  of 
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other  public  libraries  with  our  owu.  In  the  opinioa  of  the 
committee,  his  report  is  in  many  respects  an  invaluable  addi- 
tion to  biblio thecal  knowledge. 

Following  the  custom  of  their  predecessors,  the  Committee, 
in  their  examination,  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  Books, 
the  Building,  the  Circulation,  and  the  Administration. 

BOOKS. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  almost  153,000,  shovv^ 
ing  an  increase  for  the  year  of  8,685,  a  larger  number  than  has 
been  added,  by  the  ordinary  means  of  increase,  in  any  other 
year  since  its  establishment.  The  Upper  or  Bates  Hall  now  con- 
tains almost  124,000  volumes;  the  Lower  Hall,  nearly  29,000. 
The  collection  in  the  Bates  Hall  is  one  of  great  value,  indicating 
comprehensiveness  of  plan  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  being 
almost  equally  rich  in  the  departments  of  general  literature, 
history,  philosophy,  theology,  medicine,  jurisprudence,  politics, 
political  economy,  and  the  arts  and  sciences.  In  French,  German 
and  Italian  literature  it  is  unsurpassed,  and  probably  unequalled, 
by  any  other  public  library  in  the  country,  in  respect  either  to 
the  choice  of  authors  or  the  excellence  of  the  editions.  The 
best  new  works  published  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
France,  Germany  and  Italy  are  annually  added  to  its  treasures. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  it  offers  to  the 
student  the  largest  collection  of  valuable  books  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  In  passing  through  its  alcoves,  the  Committee 
have  been  impressed  with  its  importance  as  an  agency  in  the 
higher  education  of  the  community;  but  they  have  also  felt  that 
the  expense  incurred  in  its  establishment  could  be  justified  on 
groun<]s  of  the  most  obvious  utility ;  for  the  collection  is  palpa- 
bly intended,  not  merely  to  gratify  the  intelligent  curiosity  of 
the  general  reader,  not  merely  to  supply  men  of  letters,  men  of 
science  and  professional  men  with  the  books  they  need,  but  to 
furnish  mechanics,  manufacturers,  business  men,  architects,  engi- 
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neers  and  inventors  with  material  to  aid  them  in  their  practical 
work.  In  a  city  like  ours,  a  large  body  of  costly  books  of  ref- 
erence, containing  the  latest  information  on  every  subject  of 
recognized  utility,  and  free  to  all,  is  necessary  to  promote  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  citizens;  and  the  Committee  confi- 
dently state  that,  in  this  respect,  Boston  is,  on  the  whole,  in 
advance  of  the  other  cities  of  the  Union. 

After  saying  so  much,  however,  in  praise  of  the  Library  in  the 
Bates  Hall,  it  must  still  be  remembered  that  it  is  large  only  as 
compared  with  the  other  libraries  in  the  country,  and  not  as 
compared  with  the  great  libraries  of  Europe.  In  almost  every 
department  a  specialist  would  note  the  absence  of  thousands  of 
volumes  indispensable  to  make  it  complete.  No  year  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  witnessing  some  attempt  to  fill  up  these 
deficiencies ;  and  the  Trustees  as  far  as  their  means  will  allow 
steadily  keep  this  object  in  view.  The  sum  at  their  command, 
however,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  new  and  old,  including  the 
interest  on  the  invested  fund  of  the  Library,  and  excluding  the 
cost  of  binding  after  purchase,  is  only  about  $14,000  a  year* 
The  number  of  current  new  books  bought  for  the  Library 
durine:  1868-9  was  3,396,  of  which  447  were  duplicates.  Of 
these,  2,607  were  in  the  English  language,  leaving  but  789  for  the 
continent  of  Europe.  But  the  Superintendent  estimates  that  there 
are  published  yearly  in  the  world  25,000  books  and  pamphlets, 
costing  $30,000,  which  a  library  of  the  very  highest  class,  like 
that  of  the  British  Museum,  would  consider  it  desirable  to  obtain. 
The  age,  indeed,  is  one  of  such  unexampled  mental  activity  in  all 
departments  of  thought  and  investigation,  that  to  purchase  the 
best  new  books  published  in  various  parts  of  the  world  is  a 
strain  on  the  resources  of  American  libraries  which  few  are 
able  to  bear.  Our  Public  Library  may  be  said  to  bear  this  strain 
measurably  well ;  but  it  does  not  possess  the  means  to  fill  up,  as 
rapidly  as  might  be  desired,  its  deficiencies  in  those  books  which 
enable  the  student  to  place  himself  in  the  position  of  a  contem- 
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porary  of  any  past  age  whoso  moral  and  mental  characteristics 
he  may  desire  to  investij^ate.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient that  a  library  possess  books  intrinsically  valuable ;  it  is 
also  necessary  that  it  be  rich  in  works  whose  value  is  entirely 
relative  to  the  period  in  which  they  appeared,  illustrating  its 
passions,  prejudices,  customs,  habits,  popular  beliefs,  and  aver- 
age moral  and  intellectual  tone.  Only  by  consulting  such  books 
can  the  history  of  a  literature,  a  science  or  a  nation  be  exhaus- 
tively studied,  and  the  progress  of  the  human  mind  observed  in 
connection  with  its  obstructions. 

The  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  that  the  city 
government  should  largely  increase  its  already  munificent 
annual  grant  to  the  Library,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  these 
deficiencies,  but  they  think  that  the  case  is  one  eminently  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  opulent  individual  citizens.  If  the  present 
permanent  fund  of  the  Library,  amounting  to  $96,000,  could  be 
doubled,  its  income  would  be  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
enable  it  soon  to  overtake  and  perhaps  pass  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. It  also  needs  a  considerable  fund,  given  on  the  condi- 
tion that  the  interest  in  ordinary  years  shall  be  added  to  the 
principal;  but  that  when  an  occasion  arises  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  the  expenditure,  a  portion  of  the  principal  itself 
may  be  expended.  For  want  of  such  a  fund,  the  Trustees  cannot 
avail  themselves  of  opportunities,  which  now  and  then  occur,  of 
purchasing  special  collections  of  books  which  money  itself  is  im- 
potent, in  ordinary  times,  to  obtain.  During  the  present  year, 
if  such  a  fund  had  been  available,  the  Library  might  have  been 
enriched  with  a  rare  collection  of  works,  illustrating  one  of  the 
most  interesting  periods  of  English  literature,  which  would  have 
made  it,  in  that  important  specialty,  the  third  library  in  the 
world.  Such  an  opportunity  will  probably  never  again  be  pre- 
sented. In  every  crisis  in  European  affairs,  many  private  libra- 
ries are  thrown  into  the  market,  and  sold  at  a  comparatively  low 
price.     Occasionally  id  the  United  States,  private  collections, 
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exceptionally  important  for  their  rarity  or  completeness,  and 
which  represent  the  life's  labor  of  the  collector,  are  offered  for 
sale.  For  such  contingencies  the  Library  is  altogether  unpre- 
pared, and  may  be  compelled,  in  some  cases,  to  wait  half  a  cen- 
tury before  similar  opportunities  will  occur. 

The  books  in  the  Lower  Hall,  nearly  29,000  in  number,  attract 
four-fifths  of  the  readers  of  the  Library.  They  are  generally  of  a 
popular  character,  though  the  collection  contains,  in  addition  to 
its  romances  and  novels,  some  of  the  best  biographical,  histori- 
cal and  poetical  works  in  the  language,  and  the  most  readable 
books  of  voyages  and  travels.  As  a  "  Circulating  Library,"  in 
the  common  use  of  the  term,  the  collection  in  the  Lower  Hall  is 
unmatched  in  New  England  for  the  comprehensiveness  of  its 
scope>  About  32  per  cent,  of  the  books  it  contains  are  works 
of  English  prose  fiction,  including  ''juveniles";  and  the  circula- 
tion of  these  is  three-quarters  of  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
Lower  Hall.  We  thus  have  a  library,  containing  in  both  halls  al- 
most 153,000  books,  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of  218,677  for 
the  year,  of  which  considerably  more  than  half,  namely,  125,273, 
was  confined  to  9,130  books.  To  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
consider  novels  as  necessarily  worthless,  this  must  appear  a 
very  discouraging  statement;  but  then  an  examination  of  the 
catalogue  of  fiction  in  the  Public  Library  will  show  that  under 
the  general  term  of  nbvels  are  included  works  which  are  divided 
from  each  other  by  as  wide  a  gulf  as  that  which  yawns  between 
the  finest  and  the  meanest  products  of  the  human  heart  and  in- 
tellect. Between  these  two  extremes  are  the  great  body  of 
novels,  representing,  with  various  degrees  of  talent,  almost  every 
phase  of  life,  character  and  manners,  past  and  present,  and 
more  or  less  communicating  knowledge  as  well  as  serving  for 
entertainment.  It  has  been  ascertained  in  this  century  that 
people  who  reject  counsel  and  information  when  conveyed  in  a 
didactic  form,  can  be  vividly  impressed  and  influenced  by  both 
when  they  appear  in  the  guise  of  fictitious  narrative ;  hence 
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the  unexampled  rash  into  literatare  of  novels  devoted  to  the 
inculcation   of  moral  and  religious  truth,  to  the   representa- 
tion of  historical  periods  and  personages,  to  the  promotion 
of  new  views  in  politics  and   philosophy,  and  even  to   the 
presentation  of  scenes  and    adventures  which   were  formerly 
engrossed  by  the  tourist  and  voyager.    In  all  these  books,  — 
and  they  are  to  be  numbered  by  thousands, —  under  the  novelist 
there  lurks  the  theologian,  or  the  moralist,  or  the  historian,  or 
the  political  partisan,  or  the  metaphysical  thinker,  or  the  traveller 
in  strange  lands.    Then  the  representation  of  social  life,  as  it 
appears  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany 
and  Italy,  occupies  the  attention  of  a  class  of  professional  nov- 
elists who  are  successful  only  so  far  as  they  have  been  observers 
of  human  nature,  and  have  therefore  something  to  say  of  interest 
to  human  beings.    Three-quarters  of  the  novelists  of  this  class 
would,  in  former  times,  have  written  treatises  and  essays  with- 
out reaching  a  tenth  of  the  readers  they  now  not  only  reach, 
but  influence.    It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  department  of  litera- 
ture has  drawn  to  it  recruits  from  almost  all  the  other  depart- 
ments, and  that  to  throw  all  its  products  together  in  one  undis- 
tinguishing  heap,  and  stigmatize  them  as  ''trash"  is  a  most 
unphilosophical  method  of  procedure.      The  proportion  of  nov- 
els in  the  catalogue  which  are  morally  and  intellectually  bad, 
which  bear  the  marks  of  proceeding  from  the  brains  of  profli- 
gate or  sentimental  dunces,  is  exceedingly  small.    Many  of  the 
novels  may  not  be  worth  reading,  but  even  when  stupid  they  are 
innocently  stupid.    It  is  doubtless  to  be  regretted  that  some  of 
the  poorest  novels  in  the  collection  should  show  the  greatest 
circulation ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  this  is  owing  to 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  readers  of  the  reputation  of  better 
books.     What  is  sought  is  evidently  some  novel  with  sufficiently 
stimulating  elements  in  it  to  interest  the  mind,  and  the  best 
novels  are  universally  the  most  interesting.    The  same  person 
who  is  attracted  by  a  "  sensation  "  title,  and  considers  Reynolds 
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or  Pierce  Egan  the  most  fascinating  of  narrators,  would  be 
more  pleased  with  *'  Ivanhoe,"  if  he  011I7  knew  enough  of  Scott's 
transcendent  fame  to  ask  for  it.  The  Committee  are  inclined 
to  think  that  it  would  be  judicious  to  make  the  bulletins  of  new 
bookS;  and  the  catalogue  of  the  works  of  fiction,  the  vehicles  of 
conveying  some  information  regarding  the  relative  value  and 
interest  of  the  different  classes  of  novels,  and  of  the  position 
their  authors  occupy  in  the  sliding  scale  of  merit.  This  is  a 
kind  of  knowledge  which  a  great  many  of  the  applicants  for 
books  in  the  Lower  Hall  evidently  need,  and  for  which  they  would 
doubtless  be  thankful.  As  it  is,  they  are  ofben  determined  in 
their  selection  by  mere  accident ;  and  whether  they  stumble  on 
a  work  of  tragic  genius,  or  a  bald  recital  of  coarse  horrors,  the 
result  is  in  either  case  due  to  chance  or  caprice. 

BUILDING. 

The  Examining  Committees  of  former  years  have  pointed  out 
numerous  defects  in  the  Library  building,  but  all  these  are  fast 
being  subordinated  to  the  one  great  defect, — of  want  of  sufficient 
room.  The  increase  of  books  is,  in  some  departments,  already 
encroaching  on  the  classifications  of  books;  and  even  if  all 
classification  be  abandoned,  the  shelves  of  the  Library  will,  in  a 
comparatively  short  period,  be  filled.  The  accommodations  for 
the  working  force  of  the  institution  are  altogether  inadequate. 
It  is  therefore  plain,  that  either  a  new  building  must  be  erected 
on  another  site,  large  enough  to  hold  the  possible  accumulations 
of  future  years,  or  that  the  present  Library  building  must  be 
extended  so  as  to  cover  the  limited  space  in  its  rear.  A  plan 
has  been  prepared  by  which,  on  the  supposition  that  the  latter 
expedient  be  adopted,  room  may  be  obtained  for  perhaps 
150,000  additional  volumes,  with  proper  working  rooms  for  the 
assistants  of  the  Library,  and  with  a  room  to  accommodate  the 
collections  in  the  fine  arts.  Should  this  plan  be  adopted,  the 
Library  would  have  space  for  400,000  volumes.    A  reference  to 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  21 

its  growth  daring  the  last  seventeen  years  will  famish  some 
means  of  deciding  how  soon  this  limit  of  400,000  would  be 
reached.  In  the  yeaf  1852-53,  it  began  with  9,688  volumes. 
In  1856-57,  the  number  was  34,896.  In  1857-58,  it  leaped  to 
70,851,  showing  an  increase  in  one  year  of  35,955,  of  which 
24,618  were  given  by  Mr.  Joshua  Bates.  In  1860-61,  the  year 
when  the  Parker  Library  of  11,721  volumes  was  received,  the 
whole  number  was  97,386.  Since  then  the  additions  have  been 
from  5,300  to  8,600  volumes  a  year,  so  that  the  Library  now 
contains  nearly  153,000  volumes.  If,  as  the  Committee  hope  and 
trust,  private  gifts  and  bequests  of  money  and  books  continue 
to  flow  in  with  an  accelerated  speed,  it  will  hardly  be  fifteen 
years  before  the  Library  will  contain  400,000  volumes.  On  the 
question,  however,whether  the  old  building  should  be  extended,  or 
a  new  one  on  a  comprehensive  plan  should  be  erected  on  another 
site,  the  committee  are  divided.  Much  may  be  said  in  favor  of 
either  plan,  but  they  refrain  from  the  discussion.  They  are 
only  agreed  in  earnestly  urging  the  city  government  to  provide 
increased  accommodations  for  the  Library. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  circulation  of  the  Library  during  the  year  was  218,677, 
showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  1868  of  about  43,000, 
of  which  34,000  were  in  the  Lower  Hall  and  9,000  in  the  Bates 
Hall.  The  same  card  admits  to  both  halls,  but  the  great  major- 
ity of  the  holders  Of  cards  prefer  the  Lower  Hall,  the  circula- 
tion of  which  was  175,772,  while  that  of  the  Bates  Hall,  though 
the  books  can  be  taken  equally  with  those  of  the  Lower  Hall 
to  the  homes  of  the  applicants,  was  only  42,905.  The  Commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  the  circulation  of  the  Bates  Hall  would 
be  greatly  increased  if  the  advantages  it  offers  to  all  classes  of 
intelligent  readers  wore  more  generally  known.  The  actual 
holders  of  cards  are  now  over  20,000  in  number,  an  increase  of 
over  3,000  since  August  Ist.     These  alone  have  the  privilege  to 
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take  books  from  the  Library,  though  no  cards  are  required 
where  books  are  used  in  the  bailding.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  circulation  of  books  is  checked  by  th^  rule  which  exacts  that 
each  applicant  for  the  privileges  of  the  Library  shall  give  two 
references.  Though  the  persons  to  whom  the  applicants  refer 
are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  bound  for  the  honesty  of  the 
applicant,  though  in  the  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  they 
are  applied  to  they  are  asked  merely  to  verify  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  applicant,  it  is  still  asserted  that  a  security 
against  fraud,  which  all  honest  people  are  interested  in 
preserving,  operates  as  a  hindrance  to  prevent  honest  people 
from  applying  for  books.  The  rule  was  adopted  by  the  Trus- 
tees in  1868,  not  because  they  thought  that  the  loss  of  two  or 
three  hundred  books  a  year  was  not  compensated  for  by  the 
increased  use  of  the  books,  but  because  they  found  that  the 
losses  increased  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  circulation.  The 
circulation  in  1867  was  only  30  per  cent,  more  than  it  was 
in  1859,  while  the  losses  were  300  per  cent  more.  The 
old  system  was  thus  abandoned,  because  it  was  a  demoral* 
izing  system,  —  a  system  which  encouraged  theft  more  than  it 
diffused  enlightenment.  Under  the  new  system  of  references, 
only  twenty  books  have  been  lost  during  the  year,  and  the  circu- 
lation has  been  greater  than  ever  before.  In  examining  the 
register  of  applicants,  the  Committee  have  ascertained  that  little 
or  no  objection  has  been  n)ade  to  the  rule  by  those  classes  from 
which  objection  might  have  been  expected;  but  that  in  the  few 
cases  of  irritation  which  have  arisen,  the  offended  parties  have 
been  persons  who  could  have  found  no  difficulty  in  giving  refer- 
ences, and  who  should  therefore  have  been  the  last  to  object  to 
a  rule  made  for  the  general  good. 

Among  the  means  to  extend  the  circulation  and  usefulness 
of  the  Library,  the  Committee  would  specially  emphasize  the 
plan  to  establish  Branch  Libraries  in  East  Boston,  South  Boston 
and  the  Highland  District. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 

In  tbe  administration  of  an  institution  so  large  as  this,  and 
with  so  many  thousands  of  persons  privileged  to  take  out  books, 
everything  depends  on  the  system  on  which  it  is  conducted. 
That  of  the  Public  Library  appears  generally  to  be  good  and 
efficient.  The  Committee  have  examined  it  with  a  view  to  dis- 
cover any  needless  formalities  which  might  be  retrenched,  and 
any  complications  which  might  be  simplified.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  process  of  delivering  books  appears  differently, 
according  as  one  is  stationed  insidC;  and  sees  that  they  aro 
designed  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole  public ;  or  is  sta- 
tioned outsidC;  and  views  them  as  they  sometimes  tend  to  excite 
the  impatience  of  the  individual  applicant.  The  Committee,  in 
a  matter  where  practical  experience  of  methods  is  of  the  first 
importance  in  making  a  judgment,  are  not  prepared  to  suggest 
any  changes ;  but  they  feel  that  not  one  superfluous  shred  of  red 
tape  which  interferes  with  the  rapid  delivery  of  books  should 
be  retained.  They  are  convinced  that  the  Superintendent 
agrees  with  them  in  this,  and  is  as  eager  as  they  are  to  have 
every  obstruction  to  the  expeditious  serving  of  the  public 
removed.  He  has  devised  a  number  of  expedients  during  the 
past  year,  with  this  object  in  view. 

An  important  experiment,  never  before  tried  in  a  large  public 
library  with  a  great  number  of  volumes  in  circulation,  has  been 
ventured  upon  this  year,  and  has  succeeded.  This  was  to  con- 
duct the  examination  of  the  Library  in  sections,  without  closing 
it  to  the  public.  The  details  of  the  method  by  which  this  feat 
was  accomplished  are  given  in  the  Superintendent's  Report,  and 
must  attract  the  attention  of  all  interested  in  the  management 
of  public  libraries.  The  Bates  Hall,  which  in  previous  years 
was  opened  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  closed  at  sunset,  is  now 
opened  at  nine  o'clock,  and  closed  at  six  o'clock  P.  M.  in  win- 
ter, and  seven  o'clock  in  summer.    The  average  number  of  hours 
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daring  the  year  in  which  this  hall  is  now  kept  open  is  nine  and 
a  half.  The  Lower  Hall,  as  formerly,  is  kept  open  eleven  hoars, 
and  the  Reading  Boom  thirteen.  The  Reading  Room,  with  its 
three  hundred  and  fifty  periodicals,  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  attractions  of  the  building.  The  number  of  its  readers 
for  the  year  was  91,674,  and  additional  accommodations  for  a 
largely  increased  throng  of  visitors  will  soon  be  needed. 

The  Committee  cannot  more  fitly  close  their  Report  than  by 
referring  to  the  munificent  gift  which  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Appleton 
has  recently  made  to  the  Library.  While  in  Rome  a  few 
months  ago,  he  learned  that  the  magnificent  collection  of  en- 
gravings, formed  by  the  late  Cardinal  Tosti,  was  for  sale ;  and 
remembering  the  deficiencies  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
this  department,  he  purchased  the  whole  collection  and  presented 
it  to  the  Trustees.  It  contains  about  ten  thousand  engravings, 
of  which  over  six  hundred  are  framed.  Large  as  this  number 
is,  it  does  not  express  the  whole  value  of  the  gift ;  for  the  taste, 
learning  and  intelligence  of  the  collector,  exercised  during  many 
years  in  gathering  from  all  quarters  pictures  representing  the 
various  schools  of  art,  —  these  are  to  be  added  before  we  can 
properly  estimate  the  worth  of  the  collection.  By  the  unstinted 
generosity  of  this  noble  gift,  Mr.  Appleton  has  earned  the  grati- 
tude of  every  friend  of  the  Public  Library. 

E.   P.  WHIPPLE,   Chairman. 
SIDNEY  BARTLETT. 
HENRY  BURROUGHS,  Jb. 
PATRICK  DONAHOE. 
B.  JOY  JEFFRIES. 
ROBERT  M.  MASON. 


[B] 
REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  Teustees:  — 

Gentlemen  :  Oar  institution  is  feeling  its  due  share  of  an 
interest  in  free  public  libraries,  which  is  spreading  wider 
and  ij^ider  throughout  our  country.  Among  the  earliest  estab- 
lished in  a  State  which  was  the  first  by  legislative  enactments 
to  place  such  libraries  within  reach  of  the  people  by  popular  vote, 
and  grown  to  bo  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensively  used  of 
our  free  libraries,  —  advanced  even  to  the  second  place  among  the 
collections  of  the  continent,  —  and  from  our  comparatively  long 
and  wide  experience  in  dealing  with  all  the  questions  of  library 
economy,  becoming  more  and  more  looked  upon  as  an  instructive 
exemplar,  it  may  well  be  a  source  of  gratulation  to  the  City 
that  the  institution  has  been  in  some  degree,  by  its  success,  an 
incentive  to  the  formation  of  such  libraries  elsewhere.  Every 
city  and  town  still  remaining  contiguous  to  our  original  bounds, 
and  not  already  joined  with  us  —  Chelsea,  Charlestown,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Brookline  —  have  flourishing  libraries  of  the  same 
sort,  and  destined  possibly  with  the  territorial  aggrandizement  of 
Boston  to  be  maintained  as  adjuncts  of  our  own.  That  of 
Chelsea  is  the  youngest,  but  they  have  already  accumulated  a 
library  to  the  value  of  near  three  thousand  dollars.  That  of 
Brookline  is  just  about  occupying  a  new  edifice,  of  architectural 
merit  Further  out-lying  we  find  the  same  interest,  just  growing, 
or  of  established  importance,  in  Arlington,  Brighton,  Watertown, 
and  elsewhere.  No  better  benefaction  can  connect  the  names 
of  citizens  with  public  institutions ;  and  those  of  Edmands  and 
d 
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Fearing  are  mentioned  only  becanse  more  recently  associated 
with  the  public  libraries  of  Newton  and  Hingham.  Passing 
still  farther  away  and  beyond  the  cordon  of  minor  cities,  which 
already  possess  them,  like  Lynn,  Lowell,  Fitchburg,  Worcester 
and  New  Bedford,  we  find  a  new  vigor  in  the  valley  of  the  Con- 
necticut, and  at  Springfield  an  assurance  of  a  building  and  col- 
lection of  commensurate  importance  with  that  city's  flourishing 
condition. 

At  the  West  they  emulate  us.  Cincinnati  is  no  longer  con- 
tent with  a  library  of  the  size  that  New  Bedford  requires  in 
the  East.  With  a  new  structure  to  hold  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion of  books,  and  an  appropriation  for  their  increase  of  some 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year,  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  that  city  will  possess  a  public  library  which  shall  be  a 
credit  to  it  Still  further  on,  at  St.  Louis,  a  new  vigor  is  infused 
into  what  was  a  public  school  library,  but  which  with  enlarged 
scope  is  beginning  to  assume  the  importance  of  a  free  general 
collection. 

What  has  already  been  accomplished  has  not  been  done  with- 
out obstacles.  It  is  not  alone  necessary  to  secure  the  grant  of 
corporate  or  municipal  foundations.  There  have  been  sagacious 
individuals  who  have  worked  heartily  and  contributed  liberally ; 
and  without  the  assistance  of  such  persons  in  undertakings 
of  this  kind  the  initiation  of  them  is  sometimes  impossible. 
Our  own  institution  owes  much  of  its  present  success  to  the 
wise  forecast  of  a  few  persons ;  and  although,  in  the  language 
of  a  recent  English  writer,*  <<  it  has  already  outstripped  in  several 


*  Edward  Edwards,  formerly  of  the  British  Masenm,  lately  of  the  Man- 
chester Free  Libraries,  whose  testimony  was  held  of  so  much  importance 
in  the  preliminary  investigations  instituted  by  the  British  Parliament  in 
1849,  and  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the  Parliamentary  tree  libraiy  acts 
of  1850,  etc. ;  and  the  anther  of  "Memoirs  of  Libraries,"  and  of  a  recent 
volume  on  '*  Free  Town  Libraries,"  which  I  shaU  have  occasion  to  qnote, 
aud  in  which  a  separate  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  our  Public 
Library. 
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points  of  view  all  the  free  libraries  of  a  municipal  sort  which 
had  preceded  it,"  it  yet  perhaps  ''  stands  but  on  the  threshold  of 
its  public  usefulness."  We  take,  I  think  I  may  say,  no  narrow 
view  of  what  it  is  to  be  publicly  useful. 

There  is  not  a  library  in  the  country  of  a  public  nature  but 
we  are  glad  to  be  in  correspondence  with  it,  and  to  exchange 
the  data  of  our  experience  and  practice.  The  measure  of  our 
gift  in  this  way  may  be,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  in  many  in- 
stances greater  than  the  return ;  but  we  have  not  failed  to  profit 
by  what  has  been  given  to  us.  The  interchange  of  bibliothecal 
experience  is  almost  alone  wanting  to  carry  the  knowledge  of 
library  science  to  the  limit  of  proficiency.  The  time  may  come, 
as  Mr.  Edwards  remarks,  when  annuals  of  library  progress  may 
be  as  regularly  published  as  the  statistics  of  manufactures  and 
trade.  Till  then,  the  exchange  of  documents  and  reports  must 
supply  the  need.  During  the  past  year,  I  have  done  much  to 
establish  relations  of  good  fellowship  with  the  libraries  of  this 
continent ;  and  our  exchange  list  now  numbers  over  four  hundred 
different  libraries,  over  one-quarter  of  which  are  foreign.  To  a 
considerable  part  of  these  I  have  forwarded  a  circular  [see  Ap- 
pendix XXYI],  with  a  list  of  questions  to  be  answered;  and  at 
this  date  returns  have  been  received  from  over  one  hundred  and 
sixty  of  them,  a  larger  proportion  than  I  had  reason  to  hope 
for.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  results,  as  tabulated  in  Appendixes 
to  this  Report,  numbered  XXII  and  XXIII.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  these  returns  bear  different  dates  during  the  present 
year,  have  been  in  some  instances  amended  by  printed  reports  of 
a  later  date,  and  are  rather  an  approximation  to  the  contempo- 
rary status  of  the  several  libraries  than  indicating  exactly  their 
relative  condition  at  a  given  period.  The  methods  of  manage- 
ment are  so  various,  even  in  libraries  of  the  same  aims,  and 
the  care  with  which  statistics  are  acquired  or  observations 
recorded  are  so  diflerent  under  different  librarians,  that  the 
answers,  when    received,  varied   widely   in    the    satisfaction 
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they  gave.  I  look  in  the  future  for  great  improvement  in  this 
matter  of  registering  results  in  library  economy;  and  I  may 
venture  to  say,  perhaps,  that  the  care  with  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  do  it  produces  advantages  so  palpable  that  our  ex- 
ample in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  may  promote  a  desirable  uni- 
formity of  endeavor  among  all  our  libraries.  It  is  some  satis- 
faction, at  least,  that  the  recent  reports  of  this  Library  have  been 
pointed  to  abroad  as  models  and  library  manuals  in  themselves. 
We  have  no  schools  of  bibliographical  and  bibliothecal  training 
whose  graduates  can  guide  the  formation  of,  and  assume  manage- 
ment within,  the  fast-increasing  libraries  of  our  country ;  and 
the  demand  may  perhaps  never  warrant  their  establishment: 
but  every  library  with  a  fair  experience  can  afford  inestimable 
instruction  to  another  in  its  novitiate ;  and  there  have  been  no 
duties  of  my  office  to  which  I  have  given  more  hearty  attention 
than  those  that  have  led  to  the  granting  of  what  we  could  from 
our  experience  to  the  representatives  of  other  libraries,  whether 
coming  with  inquiries  fitting  a  collection  as  large  as  Cincinnati 
is  to  establish,  or  merely  seeking  such  matters  as  concern  the 
establishment  of  a  village  -library.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that 
during  the  coming  year  there  will  be  instituted  an  organized 
medium  for  sucli  inter-communication,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Department  of  Education  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associ- 
ation, which  may  undertake  the  kind  of  work  done  so  effectively 
in  France  by  the  Soci^t6  Franklin  at  Paris. 

There  is,  of  course,  every  reason  why  this  brotherhood  should 
not  be  confined  by  national  limits ;  and  I  have  by  direct  solicita- 
tion, and  through  the  instrumentality  of  our  agents  in  Europe, 
made  considerable  progress  in  collecting  the  documentary  his- 
tory of  many  of  the  great  collections  of  the  continent  and  of 
the  free  libraries  of  England.  Circulars  for  information  have 
been  sent  in  many  instances,  and  in  Appendixes  numbered  XXIV 
and  XXY,  herewith  given,  the  results  of  such  inquiries  will  be 
found. 
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In  England,  the  first  free  library  act  of  1850,  which  was 
pushed  by  Mr.  William  Ewart  till  opposition  was  overcome, 
allowed  towns  of  10,000  inhabitants  to  levy  a  half-penny  in  the 
pound  sterling  valuation ;  but  this  was  changed  by  the  act  of 
1855,  so  that  a  penny  could  be  levied,  and  that  done  by  any 
town  of  5,000  inhabitants.  Under  these  acts,  there  are  now 
rates  levied  in  thirty-four  towns  (we  have  fifty  such  in  Massa- 
chusetts), supporting  twenty  reference  collections,  and  forty- 
four  circulating  libraries,  having  in  the  aggregate  nearly  half  a 
million  of  volumes,  and  issuing,  as  they  count,  three  millions  a 
year. 

In  France,  more  than  three  hundred  towns  and  villages  have 
free  public  libraries,  administered  and  maintained  by  municipal- 
ities. Beside  these,  there  were  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  340 
provincial  libraries  open  to  the  public,  and  of  these  302  were 
both  consulting  and  lending,  and  the  other  thirty-eight  lending 
exclusively.  Forty-one  of  the  302  had  reading-rooms  open  in 
the  evening.  In  1868  the  free  town  and  communal  libraries 
in  France  had  4,122,000  volumes  and  44,070  manuscripts. 

In  Belgium,  almost  every  large  town  has  its  library,  though 
not  generally  of  recent  foundation. 

In  Germany,  rich  in  collections  valuable  to  the  scholar,  they 
have  in  Berlin  and  elsewhere  a  system  of  Volksbibliotheken, 
designed  to  supply  the  commoner  wants  of  their  people. 
The  Anzeige  of  Dr.  Julius  Petzhold  of  Dresden  is  at  this 
moment  printing  a  series  of  articles  on  our  own  library,  de- 
signed to  give  to  the  friends  of  libraries  in  Germany  full  par- 
ticulars of  the  character  and  management  which  we  maintain. 

In  Italy,  the  movement  for  popular  lending  libraries  is  fairly 
begun;  and  Florence,  Milan,  and  Venice  —  thirty  cities  and 
towns  in  all  —  have  established  such  libraries  since  1861, 
Within  two  op  three  years  a  systematic  plan  of  re-organizing 
all  the  libraries  of  the  peninsula  has  been  undertaken  by  a  com- 
mission of  the  government. 
8* 
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I.     THE    BUILDING. 

The  Library  has  so  much  outgrown  expectations  that  the 
straits  are  now  experienced  which  seemed  at  the  start  in  the 
far  future.  With  a  collection  of  a  few  thousands  in  hand,  and 
plans  for  a  building  to  hold  250,000  volumes,  our  predecessors, 
not  a  dozen  years  ago,  had  reasonable  hopes  of  meeting  the 
requirements  of  many  years,  notwithstanding  that  shelf-room 
may  be  wanting  in  a  library,  where  classifications  are  preserved, 
long  before  the  estimated  capacity  is  reached ;  and  that  the  man- 
ifold work  upon  the  books  in  preparing  them  for  the  shelves, 
which  in  a  collection  of  a  few  thousands  may  readily  be  done 
in  the  alcoves,  is  confined  to  such  narrow  spaces  with  the  great- 
est disadvantage  and  detriment  to  the  service,  when  the  books 
become  much  more  numerous.  ''  Even  in  a  small  library,"  says 
the  authority  already  quoted,  '^  separate  room  or  rooms,  and 
suitable  appliances  for  the  reception,  registering,  stamping  and 
cataloguing  of  books,  should  be  provided." 

It  is  not  always  that  a  library  edifice  has  been  built  with  the 
regard  for  the  possible  future  so  manifest  in  the  magnificent 
structures  at  Liverpool  and  Melbourne.  At  Manchester,  their 
building  is  already  insuflScient ;  and  a  city  like  Cincinnati,  in 
providing  an  edifice  which  will  hold  but  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  volumes,  and  also  in  a  situation  that  does  not  admit  of  con- 
venient enlargement,  with  the  preservation  of  light  and  air, 
seems  determined  to  purchase  experience  at  the  cost  of  trial. 

During  the  year,  gas  jets  have  been  introduced  in  the  lower 
alcoves  of  the  Bates  Hall,  and  they  are,  probably,  the  only  prac- 
tical way  of  lighting  them  suflSciently,  without  undergoing  the 
great  cost  of  rebuilding  the  lateral  walls. 

The  extemporized  room  for  the  binder  in  the  basement  has 
been  converted  into  a  permanent  and  suitable  apartment,  where 
three  persons  now  pursue  the  work  with  every  necessary  appli- 
ance in  all  departments  of  the  trade. 
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The  document  room  has  been  suitably  shelved,  and  spaces 
assigned  for  the  stock  of  our  constantly  increasing  issues.  New 
cases  have  been  provided  for  the  increase  of  the  British  Patent 
Specifications,  and  for  newspapers,  and  additional  cabiaets,  bat 
not  to  the  extent  needed,  for  the  upper  range  of  alcoves. 

II.    THE    ADMINISTRATION. 

1.    THE  LIBRARY  SERVICB. 

While  the  last  Report  was  going  through  the  press,  the  Library 
experienced  a  loss  in  the  death  of  Professor  Jillson,  the  second 
officer  of  the  institution,  and  suitable  record  of  his  great  services 
was  made  in  a  postscript.  Mr.  William  A.  Wheeler,  who  had 
been  attached  to  the  Library  since  the  previous  April,  was  sub- 
sequently elected  to  the  vacant  post,  and  I  desire  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  exactness  of  care  and  to  the  varied  exertions 
which  he  has  bestowed  upon  the  cataloguing  department,  now 
under  his  immediate  oversight.  Trial  has  proved  the  fitness 
of  the  choice,  which  was  dictated  in  large  measure  by  the 
skill  he  bad  acquired  in  critical  proof-reading  and  in  precise 
and  condensed  expression  of  results,  while  reading  through 
the  press  the.  quarto  edition  of  the  Webster  Dictionary,  and  in 
tlie  preparation  of  his  own  "  Dictionary  of  Names  of  Fiction," 
and  of  various  other  works. 

The  divisions  of  the  library  service  as  now  constituted,  will 
be  found  set  forth  in  Appendix  XX.  The  need  of  further 
assistance  in  the  clerical  duties  of  the  Superintendent,  as  well  as 
of  an  attendant  to  have  charge  of  the  Patent  Room  and  assist 
investigators  in  their  search  for  books  desired,  has  led  to  the 
appointment  of  an  assistant  office  secreteiry. 

2.    EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

A  change  in  the  method  of  conducting  the  annual  examination 
of  the  Library  has  led  to  the  formation  of  a  new  department  of 
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the  service,  designed  not  only  to  effect  such  periodical  oversight, 
but  to  attend  to  the  proper  locating  of  books,  and  to  care  for 
their  orderly  arrangement  on  the  shelves,  and  the  prompt  com- 
pletion of  serials. 

The  method  of  examining  the  Library  by  sections,  and 
without  closing  it  at  all,  which  was  suggested  in  my  last  Report, 
has  been  satisfactorily  accomplished.  It  was  feared  that  it 
might  be  necessary  to  withhold  from  circulation  a  portion  of  the 
alcoves  of  fiction  in  the  Lower  Hall,  but  it  has  been  done 
without  keeping  a  single  book  from  circulation.  The  plan  is  in 
detail  as  follows:  First,  to  divide  the  Library  into  sections 
corresponding  to  any  arbitrary  division  of  the  year,  as  twelve 
sections,  one  for  each  month,  so  that  the  section  examined  in 
January  1869,  will  again  be  reached  in  January  1870,  giving 
a  full  year  between.  As  we  had  but  five  months  to  do  it  before 
our  library  year  ended,  a  division  was  made  correspondingly  for 
the  present  instance.  Tiie  shelves  are  then  compared  with  the 
shelf-lists,  and  every  volume  missing  is  noted.  When  a  morn- 
ing's work  is  thus  done,  the  slips  showing  books  in  the  hands  of 
borrowers  are  examined,  and  part  of  the  missing  volumes 
thus  accounted  for.  The  binder's  schedules  are  next  looked  to, 
and  those  in  his  hands  are  further  checked  off.  Others  are 
found  to  be  in  some  part  of  the  building  for  temporary  use. 
The  remainder  are  set  down  as  missing,  but  most  of  them  re- 
appear as  misplaced  in  some  alcove  subsequently  examined,  and 
are  then  marked  as  accounted  for.  If  any  are  still  missing,  they 
are  sought  for  at  intervals  in  their  proper  places  on  the  shelves, 
and  sometimes  are  found,  thus  cori'ecting  some  oversight  in 
charging  which  did  not  allow  them  to  be  discovered  when  exam- 
ining the  slips.  How  closely  the  matter  can  be  worked  up  will 
appear  from  the  report  of  the  Custodian  of  the  Shelves,  which 
forms  Appendix  XXI.  Of  the  nineteen  still  unaccounted  for  in 
the  Bates  Hall,  nearly  all  will  probably  be  discovered  on  a  re-ex- 
amination of  the  Library.    The  missing  pamphlets  are  an  excep- 
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tional  case,  and  sach  a  mass  of  pamphlets,  already  located,  and 
not  bound,  as  existed  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  — 
the  accamalation  of  several  years,  in  excess  of  binding  facilities, 
—  is  not  likely  again  to  happen.  Beside  the  sources  of  error 
mentioned  in  the  Report,  there  is  the  chancy  of  mistake  in  select- 
ing the  wrong  shelf-label,  and  a  wrong  one  being  attached,  the 
volume  of  course  finds  an  improper  place  on  the  shelf.  In 
addition  to  7,475  books  located  during  the  year,  there  were  such 
labels  attached,  probably,  to  enough  more  books  where  the  old 
labels  had  become  detached  to  make  the  gross  number  of  se- 
lections of  such  labels  between  8,000  and  9,000,  and  a  few 
errors  must  necessarily  occur.  A  similar  point  is  covered  in  the 
Custodian's  report  in  regard  to  the  seventy  books  unaccounted  for 
in  the  Lower  Hall.  Nearly  24,000  volumes  were  covered  with 
paper  during  the  year ;  and  on  these  there  must  be  copied  on  the 
.back,  at  the  lowest  computation,  over  a  hundred  thousand  figures, 
an  error  in  any  one  of  which  would  cause  possible  confusion. 
Again,  in  charging  the  176,000  volumes  issued  from  the  Lower 
Hall  during  the  year,  not  much  short  of  a  million  of  figures  must 
have  been  made,  and  any  single  mistake  is  liable  to  cause 
trouble  to  the  examiner. 

I  feel  that  the  examination  has  been  faithfully  done,  and  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  are  very  likely  conducive  to  a  greater  de- 
gree of  thoroughness  than  when  every  volume  is  recalled.  I 
believe  such  an  examination  never  took  place  before  in  a  large 
library  with  a  great  number  of  volumes  in  circulation  at  the 
same  time ;  but  what  is  proved  so  easy  with  us  might  be  found 
impracticable  in  a  library  destitute  of  shelf-records,  and  where 
the  system  of  charging  loans  is  in  account  with  individuals  and 
not  in  account  with  books.  Of  course  where  no  periodic  exam- 
ination takes  place,  and  where  the  arrangements  do  not  require 
an  exact  position  for  each  volume  on  the  shelf,  so  as  to  need 
rectification  at  intervals,  there  can  be  no  reasons  of  the  kind 
we  have  Experienced  against  keeping  ever-open  doors  to  all 


34  CITY  DOCUMENT.— No.  lU. 

comers.  This  is  the  case  at  the  New  York  Mercantile  Library 
and  the  question  with  them  is  onlj,  whether  a  circulation  of  five 
or  six  hundred  a  day  during  the  month  of  August  is  sufficient 
for  dispensing  with  the  customary  vacation.  In  our  case,  it 
was  thought  that  the.  use  of  the  Library  during  August  would 
prove  to  be  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  average  use  of  the  year. 
It  in  fact  amounted  to  nearly  74  per  cent.  The  use  in 
August  was  92  per  cent,  of  that  of  July.  In  August. there  wore 
62  volumes  taken  home  daily  from  the  Bates  Hall.  The  highest 
use  of  the  Lower  Hall  in  one  day  was  Saturday,  the  28th,  when 
646  issues  were  made ;  the  lowest  in  any  other  day  was  342. 
The  daily  average  of  issues  for  the  preceding  eleven  months  in 
both  halls  was  770;  while  that  for  August  was  568.  By  actual 
count,  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  hands  of  borrowers  from 
the  Lower  Hall  in  one  day  (August  12)  was  2,770.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  in  future  the  use  of  the  Library  in  August  will 
approximate  much  more  nearly  to  the  average  of  the  year,  as  it 
becomes  more  widely  known  that  the  summer  closing  is  dis- 
pensed with.  In  the  few  instances  where  I  have  found  a  record 
by  months,  it  does  not  prove  that  the  falling  off  in  August  should 
be  as  large  as  we  have  experienced  it  this  year,  though  the  dif- 
ferent constitution  of  the  social  system  in  various  places  may 
affect  the  result ;  but  at  Liverpool,  the  use  in  August  is  nearly 
92  per  cent  of  the  average  for  the  year ;  at  Birkenhead,  nearly 
90  per  cent;  and  at  Bolton  (England),  91  per  cent. 

8.    OUTSIDE  CLERK,  AND  FINES. 

The  office  of  Outside  Clerk  in  the  Lower  Hall  was  created  last 

spring.      The  increased  use   of   that  department  seemed   to 

demand  the  presence  of  a  male  attendant  for  a  police  oversight, 

i  and  it  was  desirable  to  relieve  the  receiving  and  delivery  clerks 

from  all  interruptions  arising  from  the  settlement  of  fines,  the 
sale  of  catalogues  and  questions  of  visitors,  all  a  part  of  a  sys- 
tem later  to  be  explained  for  hastening  the  delivery  of  books 
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to  borrowers.  It  was  felt,  moreover,  desirable  to  institute  a 
more  aniform  system  of  exacting  fines  for  the  over -detention  of 
books.  After  the  new  attendant  began  his  duties,  his  strict 
performance  of  them  not  unlikely  checked  somewhat  the 
increase  of  circulation,  which  up  to  that  date  had  been  steady, 
since  delinquents  do  not  always  graciously  accept  a  situation,  in 
which  it  is  a  new  phase  to  be  reminded  of  their  obligations. 
The  result  of  a  four  months'  record  by  Mr.  Bradshaw  has  been 
the  detention  of  104  cards  for  non-payment  of  fines,  and  the 
subsequent  return  to  the  holders  of  just  about  one-half  (81)  on 
the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  dues.  Longer  familiarity  with 
this  rule  will  doubtless  diminish  infractions,  and  prevent  any  ten- 
dency to  forego  the  privileges  of  the  Library  on  account  of  it. 

4.    REGISTRATION  OF  APPLICANTS. 

The  registration  of  applicants  has  gone  on  through  the  year 
on  the  same  basis  as  explained  in  the  last  Report,  and  the  results 
appear  in  Appendix  XIL  The  first  year  of  the  new  record 
brought  us  of  course  the  names  of  those  most  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Library;  while  those  drawn 
in  the  present  year  show  more  nearly  the  normal  additions  for 
a  year  to  our  reading  constituency.  The  number  applying 
during  the  year  (6,490),  is  1,674  more  than  the  average  for  eight 
years  previous  to  beginning  the  new  registration.  Of  these 
applications,  more  than  one-half,  since  the  directory  afiforded 
no  evidence,  went  to  the  police  for  verification,  while  not 
much  more  than  one  in  four  went  last  year;*  but  on  the  other 
hand  only  one  in  eighty-five  applicants  were  refused  cards, 
while  the  number  last  year  was  one  in  fifty-one.  The  number 
of  actual  card-holders  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  about  17,000, 
though  it  is  probable  a  considerable  percentage  of  this  number, 

*  Thia  is  evidence  of  our  working  in  a  larger  degree  below  the  directory 
level,  or  outside  its  range. 
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owing  to  removals,  deaths,  etc.,  were  not  in  constant  or  even 
occasional  use  of  the  Library. 

A  new  form  of  card  having  been  substituted  which  entitles 
the  bearer  to  the  use  of  either  hall,  a  record  is  no  longer  pre- 
served of  the  issue  of  cards  to  the  respective  halls. 

The  claim  which  has  been  made  for  this  Library,  that  it  is  the 
freest  in  the  world,  is  virtually  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Edwards 
in  his  recent  volume  on  "  Free  Libraries."  He  says  the  phrase  is 
strictly  applicable  to  itj  regarded  as  a  lending  collection ;  but 
that  the  requirement  of  recommendations  for  strangers  visit- 
ing it  to  consult  books  in  the  building  prevents  it  being  for  a 
reference  library  as  free  as  others.  Mr.  Edwards  was  not 
aware  that  he  was  copying  rules  that  are  not  now  in  vogue  with 
us.    No  recommendation  whatever  is  now  required. 

6.    BINDING  DEPAKTMENT. 

The  Binding  Department  has  been  put  within  the  year  in 
a  more  efficient  condition,  and  I  anticipate  we  shall  be  able  to 
supply  all,  or  nearly  all  our  wants  in  the  building  when  the 
binding  of  our  pamphlets,  now  being  pushed  rapidly  forward, 
is  completed.  From  experiments  made,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  our  binding  is  more  conveniently  and  cheaper  done 
than  at  the  outside  binderies.  From  one  of  the  latter  1,639 
volumes,  comprising  mainly  the  plain  Lower  Hall  style  of 
binding,  and  periodicals  bound  according  to  pattern  have  been 
received;  while  the  number  from  the  other  is  much  less  and  of 
the  costlier  styles. 

6.    HOURS,  PRIVILEGES,  ETC. 

Beside  dispensing  with  the  vacation,  we  have  established  a 
more  liberal  time-table  for  the  public.  The  hour  for  opening  the 
Bates  Hall  has  been  changed  from  ten  o'clock  to  nine  o'clock, 
making  now  the  whole  building  accessible  at  that  hour.  By 
fixing  more  precise  limits  at  the  close  of  the  day,  as  six  o'clock 
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in  winter  and  seven  o'clock  in  summer,  some  further  gain  is 
made  over  the  old  rale  for  closing  at  half  an  hour  before  sun- 
set.    The  following  table  shows  our  present  average  hours : 

Bates  Hall    •        •      9}  hours  daily,  or  57  hours  a  week. 
Lower  Hall  .        .       11  "  "  66    "  " 

Reading  Room      ,13  "      "    "  78    "  " 

The  average  of  six  of  the  principal  English  libraries  is  sixty- 
nine  hours  per  week  for  the  reference,  and  fifty-four  for  the 
circulating  departments. 

The  granting  the  use  of  ink  to  the  frequenters  of  the  Bates 
Hall  has  produced  no  unsatisfactory  results,  and  it  is  a  privilege 
well  accorded.  It  is  now  allowed  at  the  British  Museum,  and 
the  rule  forbidding  it  has  been  rescinded  at  Berlin  and  in  others 
of  the  large  European  libraries.  Indeed,  a  relaxing  from  former 
stringency  in  many  respects  characterizes  not  a  few  of  the 
principal  libraries  of  Germany,  as  notably  at  Munich. 

A  change  in  our  method  of  charging  books  to  borrowers  has 
worked  well,  and  saves  labor  on  our  part,  and  it  is  thought  to 
conduce  to  a  more  rapid  delivery  of  books.  The  borrower  now 
writes  his  name  and  residence,  and  the  numbers  of  the  desired 
books,  on  a  printed  slip,  and  when  the  volume  is  delivered  and 
the  writing  on  the  slip  verified  by  the  applicant's  card,  the  same 
slip  is  preserved  as  our  record  of  delivery.  There  was  some 
apprehension  that  illegible  writing  would  produce  mistakes ;  but 
this  difficulty  has  not  been  experienced,  all  irregularities  being 
corrected  as  the  writing  is  verified. 

7.    BBANCH  LIBBABIES. 

The  recent  passage  of  a  new  Ordinance  by  the  City  Council, 
relating  to  the  Library,  is  likely  to  open  the  question  of  branch 
libraries.  The  argument  in  their  favor  is  of  course  the  greater 
chance  of  usefulness  for  the  books,  by  scattering  them  nearer 
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the  several  minor  centres  of  population.  The  happy  experience 
which  has  been  had  with  them  abroad  is  also  suggestivo.  We 
have  nothing  like  them  in  this  country  except  it  may  be  in  the 
distinct  libraries  of  suburban  towns,  and  in  the  custom  pre- 
vailing in  some  places,  sparsely  inhabitcd|  of  allowing  certain 
portions  of  the  books  to  be  kept  apart  from  the  central  collec- 
tion, in  outlying  '<  neighborhoods."  Or  perhaps  something 
nearer  to  the  system  prevails  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  of  New  York,  which  has  a  branch  down-town 
delivery  where  a  portion  of  their  collection  is  kept.  That 
library  has  also  an  express-delivery  of  books,  the  recipient 
paring  by  a  printed  stamp,  which  he  encloses  with  his  order. 
Last  year  the  comparative  delivery  under  these  arrangements 
was  as  follows :  — 

At  the  main  library 156,558 

At  the  down-town  delivery   ....  45,080 

By  express 8,428 

Total 210,066 

Among  the  English  libraries,  Liverpool  has  two ;  Manchester 
six;  and  Birmingham  five  of  these  branches.  The  branches 
become  of  themselves  in  a  measure  reference  libraries,  and  in 
1868,  nearly  100,000  volumes  were  thus  issued  at  the  Manches- 
ter branches,  while  1,700,000  readers  are  computed  to  have 
visited  the  six  reading  rooms  attached  to  the  branches.  These 
branches  possess  from  2,000  to  12,000  volumes  each. 

At  Berlin  something  analogous  has  been  instituted  in  the 
Vdksbibliotheken,  which  were  first  planned  in  1850,  and  carried 
out  partly  by  associated  efforts  and  partly  by  the  assistance  of  the 
municipality.  They  began  with  reading  rooms,  but  the  lending 
of  books  was  soon  added.  Four  were  started  in  different 
sections  of  the  city;  three  others  had  been  added  up  to  1866, 
and  in  1867  an  eighth  was  opened.     In  that  year  four  of  these 
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eight  possessed  18,000  volames,  and  4,311  cards  were  in  use. 
The  scheme  was  considered  to  be  successfully  developed.  At 
Leipsic  a  like  system  is  in  operation. 

At  Hamburg  they  have  a  similar  plan,  but  it  includes  a  small 
annual  payment  for  the  users. 

The  scheme  of  branch  libraries  is  one  which  promises  more 
effectually  than  any  other  to  induce  more  people  to  read  our 
books  and  to  read  more  of  them. 

III.    THE   BOOKS. 

I.    EXTENT  OF   THE  LIBBABY. 

In  extent  our  Library  still  maintains  the  second  rank  in  the 
country,  and  our  153,000  volumes  give  us  an  average  of  sixty  or 
seventy  volumes  to  every  hundred  of  our  population,  a  propor- 
tion considerably  more  than  double  what  prevails  in  Liverpool 
and  Manchester.  Within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  the  State 
House  the  number  of  volumes  in  libraries,  not  private,  to  every 
hundred  of  the  population  must  be  greatly  in  excess  of  the 
proportion  in  any  similar  area  on  this  continent.  Of  the  six 
libraries  in  the  States,  containing  over  100,000  volumes,  three 
are  within  this  range,  and  the  aggregate  accessible  to  the  public 
eannot  bo  far  from  half  a  million.  Time  only  can  enable  us  to 
equal  in  numbers  the  Imperial  Library  of  Paris  with  its  million 
of  volumes,  if  that  were  a  laudable  ambition ;  but  the  necessities 
of  the  case,  as  well  as  our  distinctive  aim  to  furnish,  first  of  all, 
a  fresh,  modern  library,  will  probably  ever  prevent  our  collec- 
tion assimilating  to  that  vast  accumulation  of  books.  That  of 
8te.  G^o^vi^ve,  with  its  150,000  to  180,000  volumes,  is  more  like 
what  we  may  presumably  become ;  for  this  is  the  working  library 
of  the  modern  Parisian  lilterateurj  and  one  of  the  five  lesser  col- 
lections of  the  French  metropolis,  whose  aggregate  volumes 
reach  about  three-quarters  of  the  number  assigned  to  the  Im- 
perial  Library.    Fifteen  years  ago  there  were  twelve  free  town 
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libraries  in  France,  with  over  50,000  volumes  each,  that  of  Stras- 
bourg alone  (182,000),  possessing  more  than  we  now  coant. 
There  is  no  town  library  in  Belgium  of  our  magnitude ;  nor  in 
Switzerland ;  and  of  the  German  cities  containing  important 
municipal  collections  (Breslau,  Bremen,  Cologne,  Frankfort, 
Hamburg,  and  Leipsic),  the  nearest  in  population  to  Boston, 
(Hamburg)  has,  I  snspect,  a  larger.  We  have  about  doubled  in 
a  decade,  and  that  without  any  extraordinary  accession  be- 
yond the  bequest  of  the  Parker  Library  [See  Appendixes  I, 
II,  and  lU]. 

S.    INCREASE. 

Our  increase  in  volumes  (8,685)  during  the  past  year  is 
larger  than  for  any  year  since  the  foundation,  except  those  in 
which  the  Bates  books  and  the  Parker  books  were  received. 
Including  those,  the  average  increase  of  the  seventeen  years  is 
8,981;  and  without  that  exceptional  increment,  the  average  is 
6,843.  The  two  other  most  active  libraries  of  the  country  are 
now  increasing  regularly  by  about  the  same  nnmber  of  volumes, 
the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Mercantile  Library  of  New 
York,  the  latter  institution  added  during  the  last  year  over 
12,000  volumes  (a  large  proportion  duplicates),  and  sold  about 
3,200  duplicates,  leaving  their  net  gain  about  8,800  volumes. 
The  Peabody  Institute  of  Baltimore  added  about  the  same  num- 
ber (8,646),  but  it  is  still  spending  its  foundation  fund. 

None  but  the  great  national  libraries  of  Europe  are  increas- 
ing to  the  same  extent.  The  British  Museum  adds  from  25,000 
to  30,000  printed  volumes  a  year ;  but  the  principal  of  the  free 
libraries  do  not  grow  faster  than  from  2,000  to  2,500  volumes  a 
year.  In  Germany  [Bee  Appendix  XXV],  the  largest  of  her 
libraries,  that  of  Munich,  is  adding  only  6,000  or  7,000  volumes 
a  year ;  while  the  second,  Berlin,  has  the  only  annual  increase 
among  them  larger  than  our  own,  10,000  or  12,000  volumes. 
That  of  Hamburg  is  growing  at  the  rate  of  5,000  volumes ;  but 
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as  a  general  thing  the  growth  of  the  town  libraries  of  Germany 
does  not  exceed  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  volumes  a  year, 
and  some  of  considerable  size  add  scarcely  more  than  two  hun- 
dred. Ghent,  the  largest  library  in  Belgium  (72,000  volumes), 
increases  by  less  than  700  volumes  a  year. 

By  reference  to  the  table  of  oar  increase  (Appendix  lY),  it 
will  be  seen  that  abont  one-quarter  of  our  gain  is  in  the  Lower 
Hall,  where  the  increase  is  half  as  mnch  again  as  last  year. 
The  Bates  Hall  gain  is  a  trifle  less  than  last  year.  We  have 
aimed  during  the  year,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  duplicates, 
to  meet  with  dne  liberality  the  popular  demands  upon  the 
Lower  Hall. 

Nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  the  increase  has  been  in  new  publi- 
cations, such  amounting  to  3,396  volumes,  including  447  dupli- 
cates ;  and  of  the  entire  number,  all  but  789  were  in  the  Eng- 
lish language.  It  is  estimated  that  35,000  volumes,  including 
reprints  and  pamphlets,  are  now  published  annually  in  the  world ; 
and  of  these  25,000  may  be  considered  as  worth  purchasing  for 
preservation  in  such  an  institution  as  the  British  Museum,  and 
that  150,000  francs  would  be  yearly  required  to  secure  them. 
Last  year  I  believe  there  were  12,000  volumes  published  in 
Germany,  and  4,300  in  England  alone.  During  1868,  it  is  said 
that  200,000  volumes  changed  hands  at  the  Leipsic  book  auc- 
tions. 

8.    DONATIONS. 

The  year's  record  of  donations  is  exceptionally  large.  It 
shows  that  nearly  one-quarter  of  our  increase  in  volumes  is  from 
this  source,  and  nearly  four-fifths  of  our  pamphlets.  More 
volumes  have  been  given  than  in  any  year  since  the  Parker 
Library  was  received.  For  the  last  sixteen  years,  the  average 
number  of  pamphlets  given  has  been  less  than  3,000  a  year, 
and  this  year's  record  shows  nearly  11,000.  The  number  of 
individual  donors  is  nearly  douVile  t^^^  ^^  ^'^y  Previous  ycai:. 

4* 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  retarns  from  other  libraries,  as  given  in 
Appendixes  XXnto  XXV,  that  the  increase  by  donations  varies 
widely  in  different  libraries.  We  have  about  us  in  this  commu- 
nity four  libraries,  which  show  as  large  a  percentage  for  gifts  in 
their  records  of  increase,  as  will  be  found  noted  in  the  tables 
embodied  in  the  appendixes.  The  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society's  Library  grows  almost  entirely  from  this  source;  at 
Harvard  College,  this  constitutes  80  per  cent  of  their  entire 
gain ;  at  the  Natural  History  Society's  Library,  it  is  75  per  cent. ; 
and  at  the  American  Congregational  Library,  it  is  at  least  two- 
thirds.  I  think  the  character  of  the  casual  gifts  made  over  to 
public  libraries  with  us  must  be  different  from  those  which  the 
free  town  libraries  of  England  have  received.  Mr.  Edwards 
says  that  (judging  from  his  experience  at  Manchester)  three- 
quarters  of  such  receipts  are  more  fitted  for  popular  lending  than 
for  the  consulting  department  of  a  library.  I  should  say  the 
proportion  with  us  is  just  the  other  way.  The  three-volume 
novel  is  not  certainly  as  omnipotent  in  discarded  household 
accumulations  with  us  as  in  England ;  and  among  the  waifs  and 
estrays  that  are  gathered  in  our  omnivorous  receptacle  of  dona- 
tions, there  are  not  a  few  of  Boston  imprint  and  statistical  value, 
which  may  be  reckoned  of  little  pecuniary  worth,  but  of  es- 
sential importance  in  a  library  like  ours,  large  enough  to  honor 
trifles.  Mr.  Edwards  says  of  us,  in  the  book  already  quoted,  that 
^'Boston  may  well  be  proud  of  so  remarkable  a  demonstration  of 
public  liberality  and  public  spirit  as  that  which  is  recorded  upon 
its  donation  book,  even  subsequent  to  the  first  formation  of  the 
library." 

The  most  important  benefaction  of  the  year  is  that  of  Mr. 
Thomas  O.  Appleton,  an  early  Trustee  of  the  Library,  and  a  lib- 
eral donor  before,  who  secured  for  us  the  valuable  collection  of 
engravings,  formed  in  Borne  by  the  late  Cardinal  Tosti,  com- 
puted to  be  10,000  in  number,  and  said  to  have  been  the  finest 
in  Rome.    As  they  have  only  just  been  received,  a  more  par- 
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ticular  description  vill  have  to  be  deferred  till  another  year 
[see  Appendix  IX]. 

4.    SHELF  DUPLICATES. 

In  our  Lower  Hall  during  the  past  year  the  number  of  dapli- 
cates  added  as  compared  with  the  new  books,  has  been  nearly  as 
two  to  three, —  883  of  the  former  to  1,338  of  the  latter;  while 
of  new  books  duplicated  there  have  been  447  volumes  added. 
A  very  large  share  of  the  248  condemned  books  replaced  have 
been  duplicates  of  other  copies.  These  duplicates,  when  of 
books  before  in  circulation,  and  always  in  the  case  of  condemned 
books  have  been  bought  in  the  precise  ratio  of  the  demand  for 
them.  Every  morning  slips  representing  personal  requests  for 
more  copies  of  particular  books,  and  twice  a  month  the  titles 
of  the  condemned  books  are  examined  by  the  shelf-lists,  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  copies  already  in  the  Library,  and  by  the  can- 
celled charging  slips  to  ascertain  the  actual  circulation;  and 
the  ratio  of  issues  to  copies  decides  at  once  the  question  of 
further  purchases,  regard  always  being  had  to  the  character  of 
the  book,  duplicates  of  the  better  sort  of  books  being  bought  on 
less  urgency  than  sufiSces  with  the  poorer  kind.  I  think  the 
largest  number  of  copies  of  a  new  book  which  has  been  bought 
the  past  year  is  17,  and  this  was  in  the  case  of  ''The  Gates 
Ajar.''  As  sllowing  how  libraries  with  different  aims  cater  to 
such  a  demand,  I  will  state  that  the  Mercantile  Library  of  New 
York  put  62  copies  of  that  book  in  circulation ;  and  that 
Mr.  Loring  of  this  city  found  150  copies  necessary  to  supply 
bis  customers. 

Interesting  particulars  of  the  extent  to  which  some,  and  par- 
ticularly the  mercantile  and  associated  libraries  of  this  country 
and  the  free  public  libraries  of  England  buy  duplicates  of  pop- 
ular books,  will  be  found  in  the  tables  of  the  Appendix. 

5,    SALE  DUPI'ICATES. 

Our  sale  duplicates  are  atili  increasing,  and  in  the  event  of 
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the  establishment  of  branch  libraries  will  afford  some  help  in 
furnishing  their  shelves.  We  seem  to  be  adding  to  them  at  the 
rate  of  about  800  a  year,  and  disposing  of  them  by  exchange  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  500, —  so  that  the  net  annual  increase  is  about 
300  volumes. 

6.    PAMPHLETS. 

Nearly  14,000  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Library 
during  the  year,  swelling  the  number  of  which  account  has 
been  taken  as  additions  from  the  beginning  (excluding  numbers 
of  periodicals,  and  generally  book  catalogues)  to  about  Gl,200. 
Nearly  3,000  have  been  purchased  during  the  year,  chiefly 
from  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the  late  Albert  O.  Greene,  while 
the  aggregate  of  pamphlet  purchases  in  all  previous  years 
together  has  been  about  2,500. 

Of  this  total  (61,200)  it  is  not  easy  to  say  how  many  have 
since  been  bound  singly  or  in  series,  and  are  now  counted 
among  the  volumes.  Up  to  1864,  Mr.  Jewett  reckoned  there 
had  been  2,000  volumes  thus  added  to  the  collection.  A  large 
number,  which  subsequently  to  that  date  Mr.  Jewett  had  desig- 
nated as  fit  for  binding  singly,  some  hundreds  in  all,  after 
being  catalogued  and  having  their  location  numbers  printed 
in  the  supplement  of  1866,  had  remained  up  to  the  present 
year  without  binding  or  distribution,  awaiting  the  necessary 
time  to  accomplish  this  work.  The  system,  which  Mr.  Jewett 
had  approved,  of  binding  pamphlets  singly  in  almost  all  cases, 
and  which  is  now  the  rule  of  the  British  Museum,  did  not  seem 
to  me  in  all  respects  desirable  in  the  present  condition  of  our 
Library.  The  additional  expense,  and  the  inconvenience  of  hav- 
ing on  the  shelves  of  books  so  thin  as  many  of  them  were  (often 
lost  sight  of  from  being  pressed  behind  their  neighbors),  seemed 
to  outweigh  the  risk  of  losing  a  dozen  pamphlets  in  a  volume 
issued  for  sake  of  one  among  them,  and  the  possible  detriment 
to  the  public  in  having  as  many  titles  absent  from  the  shelf  when 
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one  might  have  sufficed.  Both  of  these  objections  are  in  a 
good  degree  obviated  by  the  rule,  which  I  hope  to  carry  out 
when  practicable  in  the  futare,  of  preserving  for  the  shelf  in 
needful  cases  as  many  as  three,  or  perhaps  more  copies  of  the 
same  pamphlet  The  room  occupied  when  they  are  bound  with 
others  is  inappreciable ;  it  preserves  distinct  serials,  and  dimin- 
ishes the  chance  of  losing  the  title.  For  example,  an  address 
by  John  Jones,  on  Animal,  Intelligence,  before  the  Joncsville 
Social  Science  Association,  can  well  be  preserved  in  three 
series, — one  in  the  set  of  Jones's  pamphlets,  a  second  with  those 
on  the  Intelligence  of  Animals,  and  a  third  among  the  documents 
of  the  Association. 

With  these  views,  I  have  had  other  and  cognate  pamphlets 
added  to  these  several  hundred  which  were  awaiting  binding, 
till  the  volume  got  a  sufficient  thickness,  when  the  whole  were 
re-catalogued  under  a  modification  of  our  system  to  suit  the  case, 
which  will  be  explained  hereafter ;  and  in  this  way  tliey  are  now 
all  on  our  shelves.  The  process  has  used  up  several  thousand 
pamphlets,  without  augmenting  the  count  of  volumes,  which  was 
reckoned  before  according  to  the  single  pamphlet.  The  pro- 
cess of  cataloguing  and  binding  all  other  pamphlets  by  a  similar 
classification  has  been  going  on  through  the  year,  and  latterly 
with  increased  force  in  the  bindery.  The  assortment  of  them  to 
this  end  is  now  nearly  completed ;  and  a  printed  blank  for  title 
and  contents  is  added  to  each  package  as  transmitted  to  the 
binder.  Preference  has  been  given  to  assortment  by  authors 
or  subjects,  according  as  the  greater  number  of  pamphlets  in 
particular  cases  favored  the  one  or  the  other,  it  being  held 
desirable  that  the  class  in  which  the  greatest  completeness  could 
be  reached  should  prevail.  In  filling  sets  of  this  kind,  I  have 
freely  sent  to  authors  and  societies  for  assistance  in  their  par- 
ticular departments,  and  the  large  accessions  of  the  year  have 
resulted  from  their  kind  attentions  to  our  wants.    I  have  con- 
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tinned  to  call  upon  oar  citizens  through  our  Bulletins  for  gifts 
of  this  kind;  and  not  without  effect  The  receipts  have  occa- 
sionally swelled  our  duplicates,  even  after  reserving  tliree  of  a 
kind  as  I  have  indicated,  but  all  such  I  hope  will  avail  us  in 
exchanges,  to  which  end  our  duplicates  have  all  been  classified 
and  arranged  in  boxes  in  the  presses  of  our  ^  dark  room."  I 
have  already  proposed  exchanges  of  pamphlets  with  distant 
libraries,  on  the  basis  of  sending,  say,  a  thousand  pertaining 
to  New  England  in  return  for  a  thousand  about  New  York. 
Such  exchanges  will  doubtless  bring  back  some  duplicates ;  but 
the  mass  is  likely  to  be  fresh,  and  it  is  a  kind  of  reciprocity 
done  with  the  least  labor. 

The  value  of  pamphlets  consists  more  largely  than  with  books 
in  their  accessibility  and  indexing.  In  bound  volumes  they  are 
in  the  most  convenient  shape,  and  can  be  as  thoroughly  cata- 
logued as  ordinary  books.  The  bindery  has  been  making, 
during  the  year,  large  numbers  of  shelf-cases  of  pasteboard, 
which  serve  to  hold  incipient  or  incomplete  series  of  pamphlets ; 
and,  as  these  cases  are  made  in  the  shape  and  size  of  a  volume, 
the  bound  book  can  be  substituted  at  any  time  for  the  loose  num- 
bers. In  the  distribution  of  such  composite  volumes,  I  have  had 
them  placed  according  to  the  classifications  of  the  Library,  and 
not  in  any  department  by  themselves,  though  such  a  collection 
had  been  begun  by  my  predecessor,  forming  a  series  of  con- 
secutively numbered  "  pamphlet  volumes,"  future  accessions  to 
which  will  be  confined  to  those  heterogeneously  compounded 
volumes,  which  not  unfrequently  come  in  among  the  donations 
from  disbanded  households. 

With  these  aims  I  look  to  die  eventual  entire  absorption  of 
our  pamphlet  collection  in  the  body  of  the  Library,  where  it 
can  be  most  serviceable.  It  will  then  probablybe  more  accessi- 
ble than  any  other  collection  of  so  considerable  magnitude  in 
the  country.  The  work  will  cost  money  and  time ;  but  without 
it  they  are  worthless ;  and  a  library  like  ours  is  fast  becoming 
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morally  responsible  for  the  proper  presentation  to  inquirers  of 
everything  printed,  which  we  may  be  thought  to  have  had 
reasonable  opportunity  for  acquiring. 

7.    MAPS. 

During  the  year  several  hundred  maps  (many  of  which  had 
been  catalogued;  but  not  assigned  to  places)  have  been  made 
accessible;  and  given  location  on  the  shelves,  the  cases  prepared 
for  them  in  the  bindery  bearing  some  semblance  to  books. 
More  needs  to  be  done  in  this  direction ;  but  I  hope  soon  to  have 
it  appear  that  any  map  we  have  is  accessible  from  the  catalogue. 
In  the  absence  of  any  distinct  apartment  for  maps,  there  seemed 
no  way  of  disposing  of  them  but  as  the  equivalents  of  books. 

8.    THE  PUBCHASE  OP  BOOKS. 

Our  system,  as  now  developed,  depends  upon  specific  orders 
and  upon  the  discretionary  selection  of  foreign  agents  in  the 
matter  of  new  books,  this  discretion  being  to  a  limited  de- 
gree ;  and  it  is  necessarily  allowed,  if  new  publications  are  to 
be  promptly  supplied,  without  the  loss  of  time  in  ordering  after 
publication.  Our  agencies,  as  now  constituted,  will  appear  from 
the  table  of  the  Library  Service  in  Appendix  XX ;  that  of  the 
London  agency  being  the  only  one  in  which  a  change  has  oc- 
curred during  the  year.  Our  books  have  come  from  London, 
Paris  and  Lcipsic  once  or  twice  a  month  during  the  year,  and 
from  Florence  but  once  a  year.  Of  American  publications,  our 
agents  have  orders  to  send  for  our  inspection  everything 
published,  and  half  ojr  additions  in  new  books  bear  American 
imprints  [see  Appendix  lY]. 

Li  bibliography,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  literary  his- 
tory and  bibliothecal  science,  as  it  is  the  working  department  of 
the  Library  for  its  officers,  we  aim  to  buy  nearly  everything  of 
any  value;  and  from  the  accuQ^uiation  of  classed  catalogues  of 
booksellers  which  had  accru^^  mttcb  is  i^ow  doing  to  bind 
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them  in  assorted  classes,  as  an  important  adjanct  of  this  depart- 
ment. A  complete  bibliogriiphical  collection  woald  doubtless 
embrace  more  than  20,000  Tolames  of  some  value,  while  our 
collection  at  present  numbers  not  much  short  of  4,000  volumes, 
or  more  than  three  per  cent,  of  the  Bates  Hall  collection.  The 
list  of  bibliography  at  the  Astor  Library  did  number  about 
2,000  volumes,  and  that  of  the  Smithsonian  3,000. 

In  American  history,  as  a  matter  of  course,  we  aim  to  be 
thorough,  though  the  accession  of  the  Peter  Force  library  to  that 
of  Congress  puts  the  national  collection  ahead  of  ours.  Still  in 
our  own  Congressional  Documents  it  is  supposed,  that,  owing  to 
fortuitous  circumstances,  we  have  a  more  complete  set  than  exists 
elsewhere.  In  the  literature  of  the  rebellion,  we  have  taken 
special  pains  to  secure  everything  possible,  and  have  one  of  the 
best  collections  in  the  country.  There  are  several  libraries  about 
us  which  in  some  degree  complement  our  own  for  investigation 
in  our  national  annals,  —  the  State  Library,  the  Library  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  that  of  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian Society  at  Worcester,  Harvard  College  at  Cambridge,  and 
the  Athenaeum  (both  these  last  in  the  early  historical  material 
of  New  England);  and  that  of  the  American  Congregational 
Library  and  of  the  Genealogical  Society  in  their  several  special- 
ties. The^demand  for  American  historical  literature  has  largely 
increased  since  the  British  Museum  began  twenty-five  years  ago 
systematically  to  amass  their  now  magnificent  grouping  of 
books  on  our  national  story ;  and,  without  wishing  to  compete 
with  collectors  possessed  by  this  mania,  our  Library  hns  done 
already  considerable  to  place  us  among  the  most  important  of 
such  collections  in  the  country.  The  acquisition  of  the  Prince 
Library  placed  us  almost  foremost  in  its  peculiar  department 
The  German  and  Dutch  dealers  have  long  been  catering  to  this 
demand,  and  special  catalogues  and  lists  from  that  source,  enable 
us  to  add  much  that  is  desirable  from  time  to  time.  From  the 
auction  sales  of  Eliot  Woodward  and  Albert  G.  Greene,  we 
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have  added  not  a  little  during  the  year.  The  loss  of  this 
material  daring  the  war  was  probably  very  great  in  supplying 
the  paper  mills ;  and  at  all  times  the  permanency  of  public 
documentary  records  is  surprisingly  precarious.  It  is  said  that 
not  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States  possesses  a  complete  set  of 
their  legislative  and  executive  papers.  I  have  experienced  this 
uncertainty  iu  the  efforts  wo  have  made  to  complete  our  set  of 
the'Roxbury  documents;  since  it  became  a  part  of  Boston. 
Personal  solicitation  and  a  printed  circular  brought  very  little 
to  our  call.  We  have  succeeded  far  better  in  procuring  Dor- 
chester's record;  owing  to  the  kind  attentions  of  Dr.  Jarvis  in 
the  past  as  in  the  present.  We  are  now  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve distinct  and  complete,  apart  from  their  chronological 
order;  in  the  usual  annual  conglomerate  volumes  both  of  the 
State  and  City  Documents;  sets  by  departments  of  the  public 
issues  of  Boston  and  Massachusetts ;  and  the  gathering  of  the 
de6cient  numbers  is  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty;  and  one  in 
which  citizens  might  well  help  us. 

It  seems  desirable  that  every  library  which  can  spare  from 
its  resources  the  requisite  means  should  select  some  subject, 
strength  in  which  would  give  them  character  and  a  value  beyond 
their  immediate  dependencies.  The  free  library  of  Birming- 
ham very  opportunely  seized  the  occasion  of  the  recent  Shakes- 
peare Tercentenary  to  found  a  special  Shakespearian  library  as 
a  part  of  their  general  collection;  and  as  befitted  the  great  citv 
of  Warwickshire; — a  specialty  now  embracing  nearly  2,000 
TolumeS;  and  as  it  has  had  the  patronage  of  liberal  benefactors, 
one  likely  to  become  of  prime  interest.  Our  own  collection  of 
Shakespeares  and  works  illustrative  of  him  is  very  good ;  but  we 
have  not  thought  of  giving  it  anything  like  completeness.  An 
effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  gather  what  was  possi- 
ble of  the  different  translations  of  Hamlet,  and  as  an  indicative 
part  of  the  subjects,  it  may  be  worth  our  while  to  keep  up  the 
search. 
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It  has  been  thought  that  Franklin  is  to  Boston  of  something 
like  the  same  importance,  and  I  have  lost  no  opportunity  of 
securing  what  I  could,  illustrative  of  the  man  and  his  works,  and 
hope  the  collection  may  prove  in  the  end  of  credit  to  the  city  of 
his  birth. 

Of  Boston  itself;  its  present  and  its  past,  we  never  lose  sight; 
and  it  is  becoming  that  its  Free  Library  should  possess  every- 
thing possibly  to  be  attained. 

The  small  department  of  embossed  books  for  the  blind, 
founded  by  Mr.  Ticknor,  now  consists  of  ten  volumes,  and  foar 
persons  have  drawn  upon  it  eighteen  times  during  the  year,  — 
a  use  not  large,  but  it  is  hoped  it  will  increase  as  it 
becomes  known  that  such  books  are  in  the  Library.  Lard- 
ner's  ^'  Outlines  of  Universal  History  "  appeared  most  in  request 
among  them.* 

Among  our  methods  of  spec! Be  orders,  none  seem  to  work 
better  than  that  of  ordering  with  little  restraint  such  works 
as  have  been  specially  recommended  by  persons  wishing  to 
read  them.  In  this  way  all  but  a  very  few  of  1,178  works 
recommended  (excepting  226  which  we  already  possessed) 
were  ordered ;  and  the  exceptions  were  in  the  case  of  books  too 
costly  for  present  purchase,  or  of  sets  of  periodicals  which  it 
would  be  more  desirable  to  acquire  at  some  futm*e  time. 
Considerably  over  one-half  of  the  books  thus  ordered  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  made  ready  at  once  for  their 
sponsor's  use.  It  is  probable  that  near  a  quarter  of  the  volumes 
added  to  the  Bates  Hall  during  the  year  were  bought  on  such 
recommendations.  Requests  to  buy  duplicates  of  popular 
books  are  not  taken  into  this  account  at  all,  but  are  met  as 
before  explained. 

The  system,  with  the  freedom  we  allow  it,  is  a  liberal  one. 


*  The  five  branches  of  the  Manchester  Library  contain  106  of  these  books. 
And  204  borrowers  took  220  during  1868. 
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and  might  without  restraint,  and  with  a  less  tractable  constitu- 
ency lead  to  license ;  but  this  evil  we  have  not  yet  experienced. 
The  books  thus  bought  are  always  worth  our  buying,  while  they 
might  not  be  with  a  smaller  library  of  less  means.  The  diflS- 
culty  with  large  and  well-established  libraries  is  more  to  get 
the  books  read  than  to  acquire  them ;  and  we  deem  that  this 
effort  to  satisfy  positive  wants  is  a  great  gain  to  that  end.  A 
reader  may  want  a  book  on  a  certain  topic  inferior  to  one  we 
could  already  offer  him,  but  ho  wants  it  for  its  peculiar  views, 
and  it  may  secure  him  as  a  reader,  while  the  better  book  might 
not.  That  is  the  philosophy  of  the  system  as  we  practise  it ; 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  in  referring  to  it,  says,  that  we  offer  in  it 
<'  an  example  by  which  the  greatest  and  most  liberally  adminis- 
tered libraries  of  Europe  might  still  profit  to  their  further 
improvement." 

IV.     CIRCULATION. 

1.      OF   THE    ENTIRE    LIBRARY. 

Open  for  284  days  during  the  year,  with  218,477  issues  taken 
count  of,  showing  a  daily  average  of  770  volumes,  —  these 
figures  are  larger  than  ever  before  recorded  with  us,  and  an 
increase  of  140  on  the  daily  average,  or  twenty-two  per  cent 
over  those  of  last  year. 

These  enumerations  appear  large  compared  with  the  figures 
indicating  the  use  of  our  American  libraries  as  given  in  Appen- 
dixes XXII  and  XXIII,  only  one,  the  New  York  Mercantile 
Library,  in  its  230,000  issues  showing  larger,  —  an  excess  not  to 
be  wondered  at  when  we  consider  how  extensively  it  caters  to 
the  popular  demand  in  purchasing  duplicates,  and  that  it  has  a 
branch  (down-town)  delivery,  and  also  has  a  system  of  deliver- 
ing books  at  houses  by  stamps. 

Compared  with  the  returns  of  the  English  free  libraries,  the 
figures  seem  small  [see  Appendix  XXIV,  Qu.  8].     Liverpool 
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foots  up  988,891;  Manchester;  807,664;  and  Birmingham 
359;262,  etc. ;  but  the  different  systems,  both  of  circulation  and 
enumeration  there  prevailing,  must  be  borne  in  mind.  With 
them  for  the  loaning  of  books,  accessibility  is  increased  in  a 
fold  corresponding  to  the  number  of  their  branches  (Manchester 
has  six,  for  instance),  and  use  follows  in  like  proportion.  Cur- 
rent periodicals  are  often  issued  as  books.  At  Manchester,  only 
a  few  of  the  most  popular  are  kept  for  use  in  the  newsrooms, 
most  periodicals  being  issued  precisely  as  books,  as  the  librarian 
informs  me.  Three-volume  novels  (counting  three)  are  given 
at  a  single  application  in  many  cases.  A  systematic  record  is 
kept  of  use  of  reference  books  and  alcove  investigations.  The 
issue  of  Patent  Specifications  at  Manchester,  if  not  elsewhere,  is 
counted  in  a  somewhat  strange  fashion.  For  instance,  140,062 
specifications  are  bound  in  3,001  volumes,  and  when  issued  to 
898  readers,  as  they  were  in  1868,  each  volume  containing  on 
an  average  forty  specifications,  the  number  of  volumes  issued  is 
multiplied  by  forty  to  get  at  the  number  of  different  specifica- 
tions supposed  to  be  used. 

All  these  methods  of  reckoning  are  not  included  in  our  total, 
which  does  not  even  include  the  books  issued  for  reference  from 
the  Lower  Hall.  The  use  of  current  periodicals  will  be  re- 
ferred to  under  the  head  of  the  Reading  Room  [see  also 
Appendix  XVI].  Our  record  of  use  of  the  English  Patents  is 
kept  in  the  simpler  way  of  visitors  and  hours  spent,  which  will 
be  seen  to  be  increasing  in  a  good  ratio,  and  to  be  a  third  more 
than  last  year, —  361  persons  having  spent  589  hours  in  the 
room. 

Our  set  now  embraces 

Text 606  vols. 

Plates 808    " 

Indexes,  etc, 100    " 
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Tho  report  of  Manchester  for  1868  shows  that  they  have 
bound  their  set  in  3,831  volatnes.  They  are  said  to  be  distrib- 
uted regularly  to  more  than  fifty  libraries  throughout  tlie  British 
Empire  and  colonies.  Our  set  has  cost  us  for  binding  about  a 
guinea,  gold,  per  volume,  or  in  roand  numbers  an  aggregate  ot 
near  $10,000  so  far.  I  calculate  the  plates  and  sheets,  as  issued, 
have  now  a  cash  value  of  over  $30,000,  —  the  only  data  for  the 
computation  at  hand,  however,  is  a  statement  that  up  to  1861 
they  had  a  value  of  £3fiOO  sterling.  The  only  other  sets  in 
the  country,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  at  Washington,  in  the  Peabody 
Institute  at  Baltimore,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  Astor  Library, 
and  in  the  State  Library  at  Albany.  At  the  latter  place  they  are 
kept  in  boxes  in  the  loose  condition  in  which  they  are  received. 
The  sets  are  bound,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  commissioners,  I  believe,  in  the  other  cases.  The  centralicy 
of  the  set  in  New  York  City  gives  them  a  larger  use  than  ours, 
since  last  year  1,072  persons  had  access  to  the  alcove  which  con- 
tains them,  in  the  Astor  Library. 

Wc  keep  a  duplicate  set  of  the  American  Patent  Reports  in 
a  convenient  position  for  ready  access ;  and  the  increase  in  the 
use  of  those  of  the  French  Oovernment  has  been  so  consider- 
able that  our  set  has  been  transferred  to  shelves  better  adapted 
to  accommodate  inquirers.  Of  the  use  in  both  these  sets,  we  keep 
no  record. 

2.    USE  OF  THE  LOWER  HALL. 

Our  enumeration  of  the  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the 
Lower  Hall  the  past  year  is  made  from  a  count  each  morning 
of  the  slips  of  the  previous  day,  which  show  all  books  issued  for 
reading,  those  issued  for  reference  not  being  reckoned.  The 
footing  for  the  year  is  175,772,  which  is  probably  larger  than 
ever  before  [see  AppeodixX].  Record  is  also  kept  of  the 
cancelled  slips,  showing  the  books  returned  during  the  year,  and 
these  amount  to  173,431,  showing  that  2,341  volumes  were  in 

6* 
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circulation  at  tbe  year's  end,  July  Slst  [see  Appendix  XT]. 
No  books  were  kept  from  circalation  daring  the  examination  of 
the  Library ;  but  in  revising  the  card-catalogue  of  the  alcoves  for 
poetry,  drama  and  collections,  it  was  necessary  at  times  to 
withhold  from  use  a  small  portion  of  the  books  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

8.    USE  OF  BATES  HALL. 

The  same  method  of  counting  each  day's  work  as  in  the 
Lower  Hall  gives  us  the  result  of  the  Bates  Hall  use  of  books, 
which  is  nearly  43,000,  or  almost  a  quarter  more  than  last  year 
(which  was  31  per  cent,  more  than  the  year  previous),  and 
it  is  nearly  150  per  cent,  more  than  when  it  was  first  opened, 
seven  years  ago. 

Two  years  ago  the  home  issues  were  for  the  first  time  in 
excess  of  those  used  in  the  hall,  and  have  continued  so  ever 
since,  the  past  year  54  per  cent,  being  books  taken  home,  while 
during  the  first  year  the  hall  was  open  such  loans  consti- 
tuted only  42  per  cent,  of  the  entire  use  of  its  books. 

The  use  of  this  hall  will  naturally  lead  to  comparisons  with 
the  statements  of  the  appendices  regarding  the  frequency  of  vis- 
itors and  the  extent  they  use  the  books  in  other  libraries  of  this 
country  and  of  Europe.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  of  another 
library  in  the  world  which  puts  over  a  hundred  thousand  vol- 
umes, of  the  average  high  character  of  this  hall,  at  the  disposal 
for  use  at  home,  of  the  general  public  of  any  city,  with  so  little 
interposition  of  formality  and  restraint.  Of  the  124,000  vol- 
umes now  in  this  distinct  collection,  there  are  perhaps  8,000 
which  cannot  be  taken  from  the  building,  because  such  a  restric- 
tion was  a  condition  of  their  gift ;  and  this  number  includes  the 
British  Patent  Specifications,  and  the  Bowditch  and  Prince 
Libraries.  Of  the  rest,  there  are  of  course  many  thousands  loaned 
only  for  a  sujficient  reason,  and  this  restriction  is  on  account  of 
their  value  or  scarcity,  or  greater  fitness  for  hall  use.     But,  for 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  55 

all  this,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  collection  is  delivered 
on  a  simple  application,  for  home  use,  to  any  who  have  regis- 
tered their  names ;  and  for  hall  use  to  any  who  may  ask. 
I  believe  no  one  has  been  refused  a  presentable  book  in  the  hall 
during  the  year.  The  restricted  classes  of  books  can  always,  if 
the  urgency  and  the  security  are  deemed  sufficient,  be  likewise 
availed  of  on  a  statement  of  reasons. 

This  freedom  must  be  remembered  both  for  and  against  us  in 
making  the  comparisons,  afforded  by  the  tables  of  statistics  of 
other  libraries  given  in  the  appendix;  and  it  must  of  course  be 
borne  in  mind  regarding  those  libraries  which  are  purely  refer- 
ence collections  that  a  volume  issued  for  home  use  counts  but 
one,  while  the  same  use  in  non-lending  libraries,  extending 
over  repeated  visits,  would  count  one  for  each.  The  Astor 
Library  in  its  composition  is  probably  of  all  our  libraries  nearest 
the  counterpart  of  our  Bates  Hall,  excepting  that,  in  the  liter- 
ature of  the  last  six  or  eight  years,  we  are  much  stronger,  though 
the  collection  is  somewhat  larger  as  a  whole  than  tliis  portion  of 
oar  own.  Its  attractiveness,  then,  as  a  reference  library  is  much 
the  same  as  ours;  and  its  constituency  in  a  city  like  New  York 
should  be  much  larger.  Its  issue  of  74,655  volumes  to  28,154* 
persons  in  1868,  though  much  in  excess  of  our  count  for  this  hall, 
does  not,  it  seems  likely,  indicate  a  proportionately  larger  use. 

The  City  Library  of  Hamburg,  with  its  300,000  volumes,  is 
the  most  actively  administered  of  all  the  German  libraries,  and 
yet  its  issues  for  home  use  are  hardly  5,000  a  year;  and  other 
comparisons  may,  with  somTf  interest,  be  drawn  from  the 
Appendixes. 

Of  the  Italian  libraries,  Mr.  Edwards  cites  that  of  Genoa 
(40,000  volumes)  as  having  over  50,000  readers  a  year,  this  ex- 


*  Beside  these  hall  readers  in  1S6S,  at  the  Astor,  there  were  4,145  ad- 
missions to  alcoves,  of  which  1,072  were  to  the  English  Patents ;  610  to  the 
theological  department;  461  to  the  fine  arts  department,  etc. 
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tent  being  largely  dae  to  the  fact  that  it  is  open  more  honrs  a 
week  (90  hours)  than  any  other;  that  of  Bologna  (103,000 
Yolumes),  14;500  readers ;  and  that  of  Ravenna  (36,000  volames), 
451  readers. 

4.    BATES  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  BEADING. 

I  refer  to  Appendix  YII  for  the  first  complete  statement  that 
has  been  made  of  the  proportions  of  the  various  classifications 
of  the  entire  collection  in  the  Bates  Hall,  exclusive  of  the  sale 
and  Parker  duplicates.  The  table  will  be  seen  to  represent  this 
hall  as  strongest  in  the  department  of  theology  and  ecclesiastical 
history,  its  13,652  volumes,  being  eleven  and  eight-tenths  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  Next  come  the  alcoves  given  to  America,  North 
and  South,  its  geography  and  history,  travels  within  and  voyages 
about  it,  lives  of  its  celebrated  men,  the  official  publications  of 
its  governments,  general  and  local,  and  its  polite  literature  as 
well  as  the  collected  works  of  its  authors.  A  similar  scope  is 
given  to  the  classification  under  the  head  of  England,  which, 
embracing  a  fine  set  of  the  parliamentary  papers,  and  the  patent 
speciGcations,  comes  next,  and  is  nearly  of  equal  magnitude  to 
that  of  America.  The  class  of  periodicals  and  transactions  ia 
not  much  smaller.  The  three  last  departments,  when  confined 
to  the  general  collection,  show  a  greater  number  of  volumes  in 
each  than  that  headed  by  theology,  the  strength  of  the  Parker 
and  Prince  Libraries  in  this  direction  carrying  that  department 
foremost  in  the  aggregate.  In  the  additions  for  the  year,  the 
books  under  the  head  of  America  have  been  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  whole,  and  nearly  double  that  in  the  largest  of  the  other  de- 
partments. 

The  system  of  our  classifications  is  so  different  from  otiier 
libraries  that  it  is  not  easy  to  make  comparisons  of  the  relative 
strength  in  any  department.  Our  ethnical  divisions  include 
classes  like  novels,  travels,  voyages,  biographies,  etc,  which  are 
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usually  classed  by  themselves,  independently  of  national  lines,  in 
the  same  way  as  medical  science,  law  and  other  sciences,  as  well 
as  arts,  form  separate  departments  with  os.  Our  division  under 
the  head  of  countries  keeps  these  subordinate  divisions  still 
distinct,  but  our  printed  returns  of  use  have  always  followed  the 
general  and  not  subordinate  heads,  so  that  Mr.  Edwards  in  his 
recent  book  is  in  error  when  he  states  that  our  <' internal 
arrangements  admit,  as  yet,  of  a  very  partial,  and  not  a  com- 
plete or  even  nearly  complete  classification  of  the  books  which 
are  used." 

It  will  be  seen  by  Appendix  XIY  that  the  character  of  the 
reading  from  this  hall  preserves  almost  identically  the  character 
in  division  among  classifications  which  it  had  last  year.  It 
would  be  curious  to  compare  the  demand  upon  various  classes 
of  books,  as  shown  in  our  experience,  and  that  of  the  Astor 
Library,  if  our  departmental  divisions  were  the  same;  but  only 
in  medicine  and  natural  history  does  it  seem  possible  to  make 
an  approximate  comparison.  And  while  with  us  medical  science 
embraces  8  per  cent,  of  the  books  used,  at  the  Astor  Library  it 
is  only  4  per  cent ;  but  in  natural  science,  we  both  seem  to 
show  a  circulation  equal  to  3  per  cent,  of  the  whole  use. 


5.    LOWER  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  READING. 

Out  of  2,469  volumes  added  to  this  hall  during  the  year,  it 
would  seem  that  three-quarters  were  either  English  fiction, 
prose  or  verse,  narrative  or  dramatic,  and  those  classes  have 
embraced  four-fiflhs  of  th^  reading,  the  tendency  in  this  seeming 
to  be  to  an  increased  proportion  of  fiction,  which  must  inevitably 
follow  upon  freer  purchases  of  duplicates  of  such  books.  Prob- 
ably about  one-half  of  the  volumes  in  this  hall  are  in  these 
classes.  English  prose  fiction  of  itself  must  fill  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  occupied  shelves ;  while  the  use  of  such  books  is 
something  more  than  throe-quarters  of  the  whole  use. 
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It-would  follow,  then,  that  the  Tarioas  departments  of  knowl- 
edge, as  distinct  from  those  of  amusement  or  intellectual  incite- 
menty  are  drawn  upon  in  only  one  case  out  of  every  five,  in 
which  this  lower  library  is  used  [see  Appendixes  YIII  and  XV]. 

I  dwelt  upon  this  large  percentage  of  the  use  of  fiction  in 
my  last  Report,  and  of  the  conclusions  then  reached,  I  refer  for 
confirmation  to  the  full  returns  from  other  libraries,  as  gi?en  in 
the  Appendixes,  the  result  of  which  may  be  concisely  stated  as 
follows:  the  proportion  of  the  use  of  fiction  in  any  popular 
collection  will  increase  in  direct  relation  to  the  extent  with 
which  it  is  provided,  so  that  one-third  to  one-half  the  yearly 
increase  being  such,  the  use  will  be  two  thirds  to  three-quarters ; 
and  a  constantly  growing  proportion  of  the  increase  being  such 
will  in  inverse  rafio  reduce  all  other  classes  of  reading  until 
they  reach  the  iuBnitesimal  degree.  The  question  of  the  use  or 
abuse  of  fiction  is  not  to  be  dismissed  summarily  in  either  direc- 
tion ;  and  with  the  conclusions  of  the  Examining  Committee  I 
fully  agree. 

6.    CLASSES  OF  USERS. 

I  gave  last  year  some  results  from  a  partial  examination  of 
the  record  of  applicants  as  to  the  classes  and  occupations  of 
people  using  the  Library,  an  inquiry  very  necessary  to  the  full 
understanding  of  the  work  we  are  doing.  In  Appendix  XIX 
will  be  found  in  tabular  form  the  classifications  of  over  11,000 
users,  being  the  applicants  of  last  year,  the  first  under  the  new 
registration.  It  will  be  seen  that  women,  grown  or  growing, 
constitute  46  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  though  among  this  num- 
ber there  are  doubtless  some  who,  as  mothers,  had  become  re- 
sponsible for  cards  to  be  used  by  children  under  sixteen. 

Our  classiGcations  do  not  run  sufficiently  parallel  with  those 
of  the  users  of  the  English  free  libraries,  the  only  ones  'pub- 
lishing similar  tables,  to  enable  us  to  make  any  satisfactory 
comparisons ;  but  while  at  Manchester  the  feminine  names  on 
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their  enrolment  list  seem  to  make  bat  1 1  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
with  us,  OS  has  been  before  stated,  it  is  46  per  cent.  In  the 
reference  library  at  Manchester,  the  female  users  seem  to  be  less 
than  1  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  At  the  Blackburn  Library,  they 
are  reckoned  at  16  per  cent.  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
what  may  be  called  the  educated  classes  form  10  per  cent,  of 
our  users,  including  women,  and  not  includini;  any  of  the  37  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number,  male  and  female,  who  gave  no  occu- 
pation. This  educated  class  at  Manchester  forms  4  per  cent, 
of  their  total  number;  with  them  also  the  class  of  artisans, 
mechanics,  working-men  and  laborers  form  38  per  cent.,  and 
with  us  17  per  cent  But  at  best,  these  comparisons  with  the  data 
at  hand  are  not  very  satisfactory ;  and  the  list  in  the  Appendix 
must  be  taken  as  indicative  of  our  own  experience  alone,  with- 
out comparing  it  with  that  of  others. 

An  examination  of  the  tables  in  the  Appendix  will  show  con- 
clusively that  the  frequenters  of  general  and  popular  collec- 
tions are  most  largely  of  the  younger  and  even  youthful  years. 
Every  decade  of  life  seems  to  decrease  the  frequency  of  readers 
resorting  to  libraries,  in  larger  ratio,  probably,  than  the  dimin- 
ishing numbers  of  each  successive  decade. 

7.    PEBIODICAL  BEADING  BOOM. 

The  table  in  Appendix  XVI  shows  a  gratifying  increase  of 
use  in  this  department  of  the  Library.  The  number  of  period- 
icals kept  in  the  room  is  now  nearly  300,  those  of  a  scientific  and 
professional  character  being  much  the  largest  class ;  and  nearly 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  being  in  foreign  tongues. 

The  number  of  readers  for  the  year  (91,674)  is  65  per  cent, 
moro  than  two  years  ago;  and  nearly  20  per  cent  more  than 
last  year. 

There  were  times  in  September  last  when  every  available 
seat  was  occupied,  which  is,  I  suspect,  an  augury  of  still  greater 
use  during  the  coming  winter. 
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8.    LOSSES  AND  DELINQUENTS. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  year's  record,  as  given  in  Appendix 
XVII,  shows  a  still  diminishing  loss  from  the  unfaithfulness  of 
borrowers.  Of  the  200,000  volames  taken  from  the  building, 
all  but  twenty  were  returned,  or  one  in  every  ten  thousand. 
Over  13,000  were  kept  by  borrowers  over  the  prescribed  fort- 
night;  but  all  but  511  of  these  brought  their  books  back  on 
notice  being  given  them  through  the  mail,  and  from  these  511, 
our  messengers  recovered  491,  leaving  the  twenty  before-meo- 
tioned  as  unrecoverable.  I  do  not  think  any  library  in  the 
world,  running  our  hazards,  can  show  anything  like  so  good  a 
record. 

Our  persistent  efforts  to  recover  a  missing  book,  irrespective 
of  its  pecuniary  value,  and  simply  because  it  is  the  property  of 
the  city  in  our  keeping,  has  I  think  taught  our  frequenters  to  share 
in  this  proper  respect  for  our  trusts.  What  is  greatly  regarded 
by  the  guardians  of  the  property  will  necessarily  secure  respect 
from  others;  and  this  I  believe  to  be  the  true  philosophy  of 
library  protection,  rather  than  striking  a  balance  between  prop- 
erty saved  in  a  money  sense  and  the  cost  of  saving  it,  which 
always  leads  to  mutual  demoralization,  as  failing  to  be  a  right 
deed  for  its  own  sake.  I  have  gladly  received  confirmation  of 
this  principle  from  Sir  Redmond  Barry,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Melbourne,  in  a  letter  touching  this  point  of 
bibliothecal  policy.  "  It  has  been  proved  by  experience  in  our 
library  that  the  books  most  handsomely  bound  have  lasted  and 
are  still  in  good  condition ;  while  others  in  common  cheap  covers, 
subject  to  a  similar  amount  of  handling,  have  been  repaired  and 
three  times  rebound.  The  readers  have  more  interest  in,  pay 
more  respect  to,  and  take  more  care  of  a  volume  somewhat  hand« 
Bomely  bound  than  of  a  book  in  a  shabby  cover.  Such  a  feel- 
ing communicates  itself  to  others,  and  generates  a  tone  of  re- 
spectful behaviour;  which  marks  in  a  conspicuous  manner  those 
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who  habitpally  resort  to  the  Library."  With  good  judgment, 
as  I  think;  they  have  applied  at  Melbourne  the  same  principle 
to  their  furniture;  and  with  equally  good  results.  '<  Although 
supposed  at  first  to  be  of  too  expensive  a  kind,"  says  the 
same  communication;  ''it  is  now  admitted  that  this  descrip- 
tion of  furniture  has,  in  conjunction  with  other  thingS;  produced 
a  perceptible  effect  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  visitors. 
The  furniture  in  constant  use  for  eleven  years  is  in  perfectly 
good  order;  without  a  scratch  or  stain." 

I  think  in  our  Lower  Hall  delivery  room;  we  have  much  to 
contend  with  in  its  dismal  light  and  hard  benches;  which  do 
not  inspire  the  people  who  come  to  it  with  the  same  respect 
that  a  cheerfullcr  and  more  sightly  apartment  might;  and  that  our 
books  suffer  the  more  for  it.  They  reckon  at  Melbourne  that  a 
hundred  thousand  visitors  (they  do  not  lend  their  books)  will 
cause  on  the  average  about  a  pound  sterling  dimagC;  or  that 
six  hundred  thousand  in  six  years  have  caused  loss  to  a  less 
amount  than  seven  pounds  sterling.  I  wish  we  could  show  as 
good  a  report;  although  as  a  circulating  library  it  might  not  be 
possible.  We  do  what  we  can  to  keep  our  Lower  Hall  books 
presentable  with  fresh  covers  of  paper;  24,000  of  these  having 
been  put  on  during  the  year.  Paper  dealers  sometimes  ask  me 
to  adopt  their  stouter  paper,  as  having  better  wear.  They  do 
not  know  that  the  paper  we  use  will  hold  together  as  long  as  it 
will  keep  clean;  and  we  do  not  wish  it  to  last  longer. 

The  number  of  volumes  condemned  for  this  year  (261)  is  very 
nearly  the  same  as  for  the  last;  and  will  not  be  found  excessive  in 
view  of  the  wear  and  tear  which  the  books  of  the  Lower  Hall 
(for  it  is  almost  wholly  there)  receive.  The  last  report  of  the 
Cincinnati  Library  says  that  their  loss  in  this  way  is  ''  astonish- 
ingly small  for  some  reason  " ;  which  reason,  however,  would 
seem  clear  enough  in  the  fact  that  two-thirds  of  their  readers 

9 

are  over  age,  owing  to  a  rule  that  requires  a  minor  to  bring  a  re- 
quest from  his  parent  before  a  volume  of  fiction  will  be  delivered 
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to  him  I  It  docs  seem  rather  strange  that  a  man  of  twenty 
should  have  to  bring  his  father's  permit  before  he  is  allowed 
to  read  a  Tolame  of  Ivanhoe  I 

The  guaranty  of  presumably  responsible  citizens  does  not 
wholly  protect  the  English  libraries.  Out  of  a  circulation  last 
year  at  the  Birmingham  Central  Branch  of  176,000,  fifteen  books 
were  lost  by  default  of  both  borrowers  and  guarantors. 

V.  CATALOGUES. 

Press  of  work  on  the  minor  catalogues  of  the  Library  has  not 
rendered  it  possible  to  begin  the  printing  of  the  third  volume 
of  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue,  as  I  had  hoped  for ;  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether,  with  increasing  demands  upon  the  cataloguing  de- 
partment, much  progress  can  be  made  during  the  coming  year. 
When  completed,  it  will  contain  a  large  part  of  the  pamphlet 
collection  which  we  have  been  binding;  and  in  the  cataloguing 
of  these,  some  departure  has  been  made  from  previous  custom, 
for  the  purpose  of  condensation,  and  to  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  swelling  the  volume  with  titles  which  will  have  few 
searcliers  for  them,  however  valuable  to  the  collection.  Instead 
of  treating  each  pamphlet  of  a  bound  volume  separately,  as  if 
it  were  a  book  by  itself,  the  volume  has  been  treated  as  a  whole, 
the  entry  being  made  under  the  author  or  subject  —  just  as  one 
or  the  other  was  the  bond  of  union  between  the  pamphlets  — 
with  full  cross-references  from  a  table  of  contents.  The  gain 
in  compactness — more  and  more  necessary  as  our  library 
increases  —  was  thought  to  warrant  a  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples so  well  laid  down  by  my  predecessor  in  his  manual  on 
catalogue  work.  Our  system,  in  its  general  features,  and  in  the 
mechanical  execution  of  our  printed  volumes,  has  seemed  to 
commend  itself  to  other  libraries,  and  has  been  adopted  during 
the  year  by  the  mercantile  libraries  of  Boston  and  Philadelphia ; 
is  deemed  worthy  of  following  at  the  library  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whitehall;  London ;  and  the  conservator  of  the  printed 
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works  at  the  library  of  the  XTniversity  of  Leyden  writes  me  of  his 
intention  to  make  it  a  model  in  printing  a  new  catalogue  of  that 
library. 

The  written  catalogae  of  the  Prince  Library,  with  an  analy- 
tical synopsis  of  the  valuable  manuscripts  which  it  contains, 
and  which  forms  a  separate  section  of  the  work,  was  completed 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Great  care  has  been  bestowed 
upon  the  correcting  of  the  press,  and  with  the  manifold  other 
duties  in  this  direction  of  the  catalogue  department  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  complete  the  work  earlier.  It  is  hoped  that  its 
accuracy  and  its  scope  will  be  found  all  that  is  desirable. 

The  new  catalogue,  by  divisions,  of  the  Lower  Hall,  is  not  yet 
completed.  The  List  for  the  books  it  contains  in  biography  and 
travel  was  issued  late  last  year.  Upon  the  remaining  one,  which 
covers  poetry,  the  drama,  and  series  of  books  issued  collectively, 
like  Bohn's  ^  Libraries,"  a  good  deal  of  labor  has  already  been 
bestowed,  as  a  more  minute  system  of  cross-references  was 
thought  desirable.  It  is  hoped  the  printing  of  it  will  be 
completed  at  an  early  day.  A  new  edition  of  that  for  English 
prose  fiction,  inclading  juvenile  fiction  and  translations,  has  been 
issued ;  and  it  will  be  necessary  during  the  coming  year  to 
reprint  those  for  history  and  the  sciences.  The  early  issues  of 
all  these  were  simply  Finding  Lists  for  certain  alcoves ;  and  as  the 
classifications  had  not  been  minutely  observed,  they  did  not  fully 
serve  the  purposes  of  Qlass  Lists.  The  issues  of  the  past  year 
and  future  one  will  have  strictly  the  character  of  Class  Lists.  A 
variety  of  type  has  been  introduced  for  the  advantages  it 
offers  in  ease  of  reference. 

The  printed  Bullelins  have  been  continued  with  satisfactory 
results,  commensurate  with  the  labor  bestowed  upon  them ;  and 
in  relation  to  them,  Mr.  Edwards  says,  that  "  Boston  has  set  a 
good  example  to  libraries  of  every  kind."  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  other  library  in  the  world  gives  so  frequent  and  sol  iberal 
an  account  in  print  of  what  is  made  currently  accessible  to 
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readers.  Our  example  has  been  followed  daring  the  year  bj 
the  Boston  Athensenm  and  the  Essex  Institute,  and  they  are 
contemplating  a  similar  publication  at  Worcester  and  at  Cin- 
cinnati. 

It  is  the  custom  with  most  libraries  of  any  magnitude  to  issue 
these  records  of  accessions  but  once  a  year ;  the  most  important 
of  the  kind  in  this  country  is  that  of  tlie  excellent  yearly  vol- 
ume of  the  Library  of  Congress.  We  have  been  favored  also 
with  tlie  successive  sheets  of  the  complete  subject-matter  cata- 
logue of  the  same  Library,  which  is  the  most  important  printed 
contribution  to  bibliographical  knowledge  now  in  progress  in  this 
country. 

Among  the  chief  libraries  of  Europe,  it  is  often  the  habit  to 
print  simply  a  yearly  catalogue  of  accessions  by  gift.  They 
have  at  Bremen  a  system  of  making  yearly  announcements  of 
additions  which  has  some  points  of  commendation  as  fitted  to 
the  joint  efforts  of  a  group  of  libraries.  That  city  possesses 
twenty  or  more  libraricSi  the  chief  among  them  being  the  Sladi- 
hibliothek^  presided  over  by  J.  G.  Kohl,  the  well-known  traveller 
and  writer  upon  the  early  geographical  knowledge  of  our  own 
American  coast.  These  libraries  confine  themselves  in  some 
degree  to  their  own  specialties,  thus  saving  the  duplicating  of 
important  works  among  them.  Their  annual  catalogue  is  a 
joint  one,  containing  first,  a  separate  list  for  each  library,  and 
then  a  complete  collection  of  the  titles,  in  one  alphabet,  with 
references  against  each  to  the  particular  library  or  libraries  con- 
taining the  work. 

We  have  been  making  greater  efforts  than  ever  before  in  as- 
certaining the  writers  of  anonymous  and  pseudonymous  works. 
The  Assistant  Superintendent  has  sent  upwards  of  300  circu- 
lars  during  the  year  in  quest  of  this  information,  and  answers 
have  been  received  from  over  200,  the  responses  covering  in 
many  cases  several  titles,  and  often  leading  to  the  identification 
of  others.    It  is  thought  our  new  Class  List  of  fiction  for  the 
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Lower  Hall  contains  more  information  of  this  kind  than  can  be 
elsewhere  found. 

The  Daily  Mannscript  Bulletins  have  been  kept  up.  Every- 
thing is  inserted  except  duplicates  in  that  for  the  Lower  Hall ; 
but  in  that  for  the  Bates  Hall,  only  such  American  books  as 
have  been  published  within  a  year,  and  foreign  books  of  not  over 
three  years  standing.  That  for  the  Bates  Hall  shows  1,616 
entries;  and  for  the  Lower  Hall,  1,002. 

The  Peabody  Institute  at  Peabody  has  been  added  to  the  list 
of  libraries,  which  havo  thought  it  desirable  to  follow  our  lead 
in  the  introduction  of  an  Indicator.  This  instrument  has  been 
verified  three  times  during  the  year,  and  with  satisfactory 
results. 

VL    FINANCE. 

The  amount  of  the  Townsend  Fund,  which  had  been  loaned 
on  a  mortgage,  has  been  reinvested  in  six  per  cent  currency 
bonds  of  the  city. 

The  statement  of  our  expenditures,  given  in  Appendix  XYIH, 
covers  our  library  year,  and  not  that  of  the  city's  financial  year ; 
a  correspondence,  however,  which  will  be  possible  hereafter, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  new  Ordinance. 

The  amount  for  bindbg  includes  the  cost  of  some  fixtures 
and  tools  incident  to  the  new  arrangement  of  our  bindery, 
and  the  wages  of  our^  workmen  in  that  department,  who  do 
not  a  little  other  work  than  what  properly  belongs  to  the  cost 
of  the  books.  Our  increased  periodical  list  shows  an  additional 
amount  expended  in  that  department  Over  last  year.  Our  total 
under  these  three  heads  is  nearly  $20,000,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered the  expenditure  for  the  increase  of  the  collection.  This 
is  nearly  37  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  for  the  year ;  and  by 
a  computation  I  find  the  total  outlay  under  these  three  heads,  since 
the  Library  began,  and  not  including  the  second  $50,000  given 
by  Mr.  Bates,  bears  just  that  same  ratio  to  the  aggregate  cost 
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of  increasing  and  maintaining  the  Library  for  the  same  period. 
The  pay-roll  for  the  year  has  been  nearly  41  per  cent,  of  the 
ivhole  expenditure;  and  that  corresponds  precisely  with  the 
average  for  sixteen  years.  The  average  for  the  same  period 
for  catalogue  and  miscellaneous  printing  is  8  per  cent,  and  for 
this  year  it  is  about  7  per  cent 

Our  salary  total  is  large,  but  the  Library,  I  think,  has  never 
had  all  the  force  it  could  use  to  advantace.  The  work  to  be 
performed  is  extensive,  and  the  variety  of  detail  laborious. 
We  do  a  great  deal  more  under  our  system,  both  in  ramifica- 
tion and  precision  of  detail,  than  is  usually  done  in  libraries. 
The  gain  is  a  precise  understanding  of  our  position  and  work, 
with  experience  rendered  serviceable  and  suggestive ;  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  the  proportion  that  the  sum  of  salaries  bears  to  the 
whole  expenditure  is  excessive.  The  aggregate  sum  spent  by 
municipalities  in  France  in  1854  on  free  libraries  was  408,000 
francs,  and  of  this  223,000  francs,  or  over  54  per  cent,  was  on 
the  item  of  salaries.  At  the  New  York  Mercantile  Library, 
where  they  maintain  as  little  administrative  detail  as  possible, 
the  salaries  last  year  were  nearly  33  per  cent,  of  their  aggregate 
expenditures ;  at  the  Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  it  was  24 
per  cent.,  while  almost  precisely  the  same  amount  was  spent  for 
books.  Our  own  salary  bill  has  been  considerably  increased 
within  the  last  two  years  by  our  efforts  to  work  off  much  of  the 
iirrcarages  in  labor  which  had  accumulated  on  account  of  the 
insufiSciency  of  the  force  to  master  them  in  the  past. 

The  liberality  of  the  City  Council  has  put  our  Library  on  its 
present  strong  basis,  and  we  have  the  power  of  maintaining  it  in  a 
position  for  efficient  growth  secondary  only  to  such  institutions 
as  have  national  resources  behind  them.  Congress  has  wisely 
determined  that  the  library  of  the  nation  shall  grow  in  a 
degree  which  we  may  not  be  able  to  exceed.  The  Library  of 
the  British  Museum  has  contributions  from  Parliament  worthy 
of  the  first  library,  if  not  the  largest  in  the  world.     With  few 
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exceptions  it  has  spent  some  £10,000  annually  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years  on  books  alone.  Its  usual  allowance  for 
binding  is  £7,500,  which  is  sometimes  exceeded.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  departments  of  manuscripts,  maps  and  prints  are  pro- 
portionately maintained. 

The  noble  institution  at  Melbourne,  which  may  yet  be  in  some 
respects  an  exemplar  to  tho  world  in  the  true  policy  of  free 
libraries,  has  spent  from  £2,000  to  £5,000  yearly  for  books. 

VII.    FINE    ARTS. 

This  department  has  received,  as  already  mentioned,  a  valua- 
ble collection  of  engravings,  as  a  gift  from  our  fellow-citizen, 
Mr.  Thomas  O.  Appleton,  some  600  of  which  are  framed,  and 
will  necessarily  be  exposed  as  wall-pictures  hereafter.  A  bet- 
ter examination  of  the  more  than  9,000  other  prints  consti- 
tuting the  collection  than  has  yet  been  given  will  enable  us 
to  decide  what  shall  be  hereafter  their  destination,  whetiier  as 
volumes  on  our  library  shelves,  or  otherwise  in  connection  with 
the  objects  of  this  department. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Jonathan  French  two  plaster 
busts,  one  of  the  late  Dr.  Kane,  and  the  other  of  Washington 
Irving,  which  have  been  placed  on  brackets  in  the  Lower  Hall 
delivery  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

Superintendent. 

Public  Library,  Nov.  1,  1869. 
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Note.— Prior  to  the  report  of  1861,  the  aannal  sUtement  of  the  whole  Dumber  of  volnmee 
WM  obUioed  by  adding  the  eccessioM  of  the  year  to  the  previout  aggregates;  and  although 
the  nnmbera  in  both  Halla  have  been  alnce  obtained  ordinarily  by  adding  the  accessions  and 
subtracting  the  losses,  there  still  remain  sereral  sources  of  unavoidable  discrepancies,  such  aa 
the  following :  Worlcs  reported  at  first  as  conUinlng  a  certain  number  of  volumes,  afterwards 
for  good  reasons  bound  in  a  different  number;  works  reported  as  duplicates,  subsequently 
esehanged  for  works  In  a  different  number  of  volumes;  pamphlets  bound  separately  and 
counted  as  books;  also  volumes  lost  or  worn  out,  but  for  some  reason  not  replaced,  which 
disappear  in  the  aggregates,  but  remain  as  originally  reported  among  the  accessions. 
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APPEIfDIX  n. 

EXTENT  OP  THE  BATES  HALL  COLLECTION. 


The  Oeneral  Library 

Bowditoh  Library* 

Parker  Library* 

"      DapUcatea  (not  for  sale) .  .  • 

Prince  Library 

Books  not  located  Angnet  1 

Daplloatee  and  odd  Tolumea  (for  aale) 


LoM  etnoe  1801  reported  last  year 


Reported  nnaoeoaDted  for  thia  year 


Oondemned 


Total 


87,658 
2,542 

11,721 
186 
1,952 
1,678 
5,140 


110,881 
99 


U0,788 


93,05S 

2^2 

11,721 

185 

1,952 

1,327 

5,805 


117,486 
80 

117,406 


101^428 

2,542 

U,721 

186 

1,052 

140 

6,106 

124,075 
80 


123,905 
19 


123,976 

2 


123,974 


*  Bee  Note  on  page  77. 


APPENDIX  in. 


EXTENT  OF  THE  LOWER  HALL  COLLECTION. 


Reported  last  year 
Added  UiU  year  . 


Total 

Book!  transferred  to  Bates  HaU 
Oondemned  during  the  year  •  . 


Total  left 


1868. 


26,636 


1869. 


25,199 

26,606 

2,003 

2,469 

27,202 

29,075 

889 

96 

257 

259 

28,723 
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APPENDIX  IV. 


INCREASE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


Imorease  of  the  Bates  Hall. 
Qaia  In  located  books  for  the  year . 
Of  theae  not  located  at  lait  Report 


Added  and  located 

Added  and  not  located  Angost  1 
Net  inereaae  of  sale  dapllcatea   . 


Batoe  Hall  giln  for  the  year 
Mlaaing  and  condemned  .  .  . 


Oain  for  the  year 


IirCREAflE  or  THE  LOITEB  HALL. 

Added  daring  the  year 

Leaa  transfers  and  condemned  books 


Net  gain  of  Lower  Hall 


IHCREASE  of  BXTXRE  COLLECTIOir. 

Bates  Hall  gain 

Lower  Hall  gain  ....• 


Total  gain 


IllCRBA<IE  FROM  NEW  BOOKS. 

English  Books  with  British  imprint .  . 
English  Books  with  American  imprint . 
English  Books  with  Continental  imprint 
Foreign  Books ^. 


Dapllcatos  of  cither  class,  when  not  indoded  in 
the  other  Items 

Total 


1867. 


636 

104 
639 

97 
2,629 


1S6S. 


0,297 
1,678 

4,619 

1,327 

669 

6,606 


2,003 
696 

1,407 


708 

1,446 

100 

678 


I860. 


2,826 


7,476 
1,327 

6,148 
140 
801 

6,680 
21 

6,668 

2,460 
862 

2,117 

6.668 
2,11T 

8,686 

626 

1,466 

80 

780 

447 
8,396 
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GO 

H 


total. 


LOWER  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS. 


Aoc.i,ua». 

8 

8. 

s  1 

1 

t 

M 

oT 

3 

•-• 

•^ 
^ 

221 
1,191 

s; 
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eon'lMnned 

IMM-U. 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

s 

§ 

iH 
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franoferred  | 
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• 
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:  9 


a  ss  a  '^ 


New  books 
added. 


g       ^a:^§       §SS!g2S 


s 


9 
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e« 
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•    Total      ^    Ji;        5: 
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S3     iSSSi^S^ 
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S     £2 

PI       ri 
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^    *-       S.       3S9S       SSSd 
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e« 
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Amc.  1,1887 
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*  This  elam,embraclng  leti  like  BohD*s  "  Libraries,"  etc.,  iDcladee  many  books,  of  course, 
wblch,  by  a  minate  daaslftcation,  would  have  been  divided  among  all  the  previous  heads  of 
this  Uble. 

NOTB.  —  The  column  of  *Obndemned  books  replaced"  includes  books  condemned  in 
previous  years  as  well  as  In  the  current  year. 

The  column  "Total  added"  shows  the  number  of  volomea,  as  put  upon  the  siielves, 
eonntingas  one  those  bound  two  volumes  in  one,  etc. 
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APPENDIX     IX. 


LIST   OF  DONORS,   1868-9. 

Bates,  Joshna,  London,  interest  on  the  fund  of 

Bigelow,  Hon.  John  P.,      "  "          '* 

Franklin  Club,                     "  "          ** 

Lawrence,  Hon.  Abbott,     "  "          •' 

Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan,    «  "          •* 
Townseud,  Mary  P., 


a 


u 


a 


$50,000 

1,000 

1,000 

10,000 

30,000 

4,000 

$96,000 


The  interest  of  these  donations,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 

the  Townsend  Fund  (which  yields  6  per  cent.),  has  been  paid  in 
gold,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

DONATIONS  AUG.   1,   1868,  TO  JULY  81,   1869. 

Donors, 649 

Volumes, 2,138 

Pamphlet<9, 10,984 


Abbott,  Gorham  D.,  LL.  2>.,  New  York  City^ 
Advocate  of  Peace,  Boston,  Pablishers, 

Albany  Institute,  Principal, 

Albrecht,  H.  F.,  Philadelphia 

Allen,  Joseph  H., 

Allen,  Thaddeas, 

Alton.    Horticultaral  Society,        .... 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 
American  Christian  Commission,  New  York  City, 
American  Church  Missionary  Society,  . 
American  Colonization  Society,  Washington,  D,  C, 
American  Freedman,  New  York  City, 
American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 
American  Institute,  New  York  City, 
American  Social  Science  Association,    . 
American  Sunday  School  Union,  Philadelphia, 
American  Tract  Society,  Boston,    .... 


1 
1 

2 
8 


1 
2 
2 


81 

10 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
6 
2 

1 

80 


80 
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American  Union  Commisslony  New  York  City^  25  broad- 
sides, etc., 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston^       .... 
Amhentt  College,     ....*.... 

Andover.    Theological  Seminary, 

Andrews,  Gen.  8., 

Ann  Arbor.    University  of  Michigan, 

Anonymous,     ...  ...... 

Atlantic  Works,  Boston, 

Axon,  W.  £.  A.,  Lumlofi, 

Ayer,  James  C,  if.  2>.,  Z^imU, 

Bache,  Richard  M.,  Philadelphia^ 

Badger,  Milton,  Z>.  2>.,  New  York  City, 

Baiter,  Charles  R., 

Baker,  Nathaniel  B.,  Adiutant-General  of  Iowa,     . 

Balfour,  David  M., 

Baltimore.    Peabody  Institute, 

Bancroft,  J.  P.,  Superintendent  of  the  N.  JJ.  Aitylum  for  the 

Insane^ 

Barber,  George  W.,  Andover, 

Barclay,  James  J.,  Philadelphia, 

Barnard,  Hon.  Henry,  Washington,  Z>.  C,     . 

Barnard,  James  M., 

Barrows,  Horace  G.,  3f.  2>., 

Bell,  Prof.  Theodore  S..  Louisville,  Ky.,        .... 
Bellows,  Henry  W.,  2>.  D.,  New  York  City,   .... 

Bartlett,  W.  O.,  Washingfonn  Z>.  C, 

Berlin.    Die  Kouig!iche  Bibliothek.    Rules,  blanks,  etc,     . 

• Thierschutz-Verein,  broadside,  .... 

Beverly.    Public  Libraiy, 

Bigelow,  George  ¥.,  M.  D., 

Bigelow,  Jacob,  M,  D., 

Birmingham,  Eng.    Free  Libraries'  Committee,  . 

—  Free  Public  Library,  1  broadside,       .... 

Blackburn,  Eng.    Free  Public  Library,  1  broadside,     • 

Blockmore,  J.  T., 

Blanchard,  William  F.,  Cumberland  Centre,  Me.,  . 
Bogart,  William  H.,  Albany,  NY,,., 

Boker,  George  H.,  Philadelphia, 

BoUes,  James  A.,  D.  D., 

Bolton,  Eng.  Public  Llorary,  8  circulars,       .        .        •        . 

Bond,  Edward  P., 

Bosson,  George  T., 

Boston.  City  of, 

School  Committee, 

Association  for  the  Relief  of  Aged  Indigent  Females, 

'  Asylum  and  Farm  School, 

^— ^  Athenieum,  ......... 

Church  Home  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Children,    . 

Congregational  Library,  7  newspapers, 

Discliarged  Soldiers'  Home,        .     '  . 

I)ispensai7, 

— —  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 

Gas  Light  Co, 

General  Theological  Library, 


4 
64 


7 
1 
1 


4 
87 


1 
1 


2 

81 

1 


1 

4 

17 

5 


8 

I 

26 

2 

140 

1 

8 

19 


24 


1 
1 

9 
3 
296 
1 
5 

1 

26 

2 

8 


1 
7 
7 
2 
1 
48 

11 
15 

1 
21 

2 

2 
8 
2 
1 

2 
1 
1 
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Boston.      Home  for  Aged  Men, 

■  House  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 

— ^—  Marine  Society, 

Mercaniile  Library  Association,         .        .       •        . 

Provident  Association, 

Sailor's  Snug  Harbor, 

*  Scot's  Cliaritable  Society, 

Social  Science  Association, 

Society  for  Medical  Observation,       .        ,        .        . 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Tiieological  Seminary, 

■'  Union  Maternal  Association, 

Washington  Ian  Home 

Youn«;  Men's  Christian  Association,  .        .        .        . 

Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Library, 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  81  numbers, 

Boston  Daily  Traveller,  76  numbers, 

Boston  Gazette,  22  numbers, 

Boston  Journal,  72  numbers, 

Boston  Post,    .        .      ^. 

Boston  Transcript,  127  numbers, 

Bowditch,  Kenry  I.,  ibf.  />., 

Bowling,  W,  K.,  M.  Z>.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,      .... 
Bradford,  Charles  F.,  4  newspapers,  etc.,      .... 

Bradlee,  Beo.  Caleb  D„ 

Bradlee,  Nathaniel  J., 

Bradley,  William  H., 

Braman,  Jarvls  D., 

Breslau.    Schlesischer   Central   Yerein    zum    Schutz  der 

jLniere,  .....*..... 

Brevoort,  J.  Carson, 

Brewer,  Thomas  M.,  3f.  D., 

Bridge  man,  A.,  New  York  City,      ...... 

Brigham,  Hon,  William, 

Brigham,  William  T., 

Brighton.    Holton  Library, 

BrQoktield,  Mass.    Merrick  Public  Library, .... 

Brooks,  Jiev.  Charles,  Medford, 

Brooks,  Francis  A., .        .' 

Brotherhead,  New  York  City, 

Brown,  Ammi,  if. />., 

Brown,  Buckmlnster,  M.  D., 

Brown,  Francis  H.,  M.  D,, 

Browne,  Rufhs  K.,  M,  Z>.,  New  Yorjc  City 

Brunswick,  Me.    Bowdoin  College, 

Brussels.  Ligue  de  Tenseignement, 

Buckingham,  Charles  E.,  &  2>.,     . 

Bucidey,  Joseph, 

Bugbee,  James  M., 

Bullock,  Hon.  Alexander  H.,  Worcester,        .... 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association, 

Burlington,  Vt.,  Town  Clerk, 

Bumham,  Capt.  F.  A.,  Hanson,      ....•• 
Burroughs,  Sev.  Henry,  Jr.,  .        • 

Cabot,  J.  Eliot,  Brookline,    .          ..•••• 
California.    Academy  of  SciencejB, 


1 
31 


9 


2 

10 

1 


1 


147 

11 
1 


2 

8 
1 


1 
1 

9 


7 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 

390 
5 
1 

4 
1 
4 
1 


27 

118 

1 

8 

49 

14 


11 
6 
1 
1 

2 

2 

61 

1 


8 
1 
6 
2 
1 


1 
1 


2 
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Cambridge.   City  of, 

Dana  Library, 

Harvard  College 

Astronomical  Observatory,        .        .       .        . 

Porcellian  Club, 

Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,     . 

Canada.    Library  of  Parliament, 

Canfleld,  Rev.  C.  T., 

Canning,  £.  W.  B.,  Stockbridge 

Capen,  John, 

Carey,  H.  C,  Philadelphia, 

Carling,  John,  Ontario, 

Carlton  &  Potter,  New  York  City, 

Catlow,  Joseph  P.,  Edinburgh, 

Chadbonrne,  P.  A.,  President  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, . 

Chandler,  H.  P., 

Chapman,  A.  P., 

Charlestown.  City  of, 

Public  Library, 

Chase,  George  B., «   . 

Chelsea.    City  of,  1  map, 

Chicago.    Board  of  Education, 

Historical  Society 

Prairie  Farmer  Co., 

Reform  School, 

Chlcopee.    Town  Library, 

Child,  A.  B., 

Christern,  F.  W.,  New  York  City, 

Cincinnati.    Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Observatory, 

Public  Library, 

Theological  and  Religious  Library  Association, 

Clark,  Henry  Qf.,M,D., 

Clark,  Uev.  Sereno  D., 

Clark,  Dr.  Uriah, 

Clark,  William  A., 

Clarke  James  F.,  Z>.  D.,  Jamaica  Plain,        .... 

Clarke,  Robert,  &  Co.,  Cincinnati, 

Clarke,  Samuel  C, 

Cleveland,  H.  W.  S.,  Chicago, 

Cleveland.    Board  of  trade, 

Codman,  J.  Amory, 

Coffin,  J.  H.  C,  Washington,  D,C,, 

Colt,  Mrs.  Daniel  T.. 

Colburn,  Jeremiah,  .        .        .     • 

Colcord,  Samuel  M., 

Commercial  Bulletin, 

Congregationalist  and  Recorder, 

Coolidge,  George, 

Cooper,  C.  W 

Copenhagen.    Kongellge  Blbliothek, 

Cornell,  William  M.,  Jf.  D 

Cottlng,  Benjamin  E.,  M.  D., 

CrosskiU,  H.,  Halifax,  N.  8*,  . 

Cupples,  J.  G., 

Curtis,  Mrs.  Charles  P., 

Curwen,  John,  M,  D., 


3 
1 


2 

4 
1 


1 
13 


25 
1 


1 
1 


3 
3 

2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
I 
1 
13 
1 


7 
1 

4 


1 

23 

2 

4 

3 

I 

24 

3 

1 

1 

8 
1 

I 
3 
1 

39 
1 
3 

1 

4 
1 

5 

15 
55 

6 

I 


5 

71 

1 

13 

173 


3 
79 
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Dall,  lfr«.  C.H.  A., 

Dairy mple,  B.  A.,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  ike  Maryland 

Historical  Society^ 

Dalton,  John  C,  A.  JD.,  New  York  City,  .... 

Dana,  Richard  H.,  </r.,  LL,D.<, 

Dana,  William  B.  &  Co., 

Danvers.    Peabody  Institate, 

Davis,  John,  M.  Z>.,  Chicago, 

Davit's,  l^, 

Davies,  S., 

Davis,  L.  aarke,  Philadelphia, 

Davison,  Miss  N.  E., 

Day,  Albert,  if  i>.,  Binghamion,  W.  F.,         .... 

Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge, 

Dennie,  Georj^e, 

Dental  Register,  Cincinnati,  Publishers,        .        . 

Derby,  K.  H.,    .......... 

Derby,  George,  M.  D., 

Detroit.    Board  of  Education, 

Pabllc  IJbrary, 

Youns  Men's  Society, 

DeweY.Orv'iUe,  D.D.,  Sheffield, 

De  Witt,  Robert  M.,  New  York  City,  1  broadside, . 

Blghlon,  Mass.    Social  Library, 

Dilce,  Lyman, . 

Dlllaway,  Charles  K., 

Dixwell,  John  J., 

Doll,  E.  Adams, 

Dorchester,  Town  of, 

Dorr,  James  A., 

Douglass,  De  Forest,  Springfield,  

Dresden 

Thicrscbutzverein, 

Drowne,  E.  T.,  PiU^tleld,  

Dupce,  Beck,  &  Sayles, 

Dureu,  Eluathan  ¥,,  Bangor,  Me,, 

Eastbum,  Bt.  Bev.  Manton,  V.  D., 

Ecklcy,  Sophia  M., 

Edes,  liobert  T.,  M,D„ 

Edinburgh.    Royal  Society, 

Edmands,  William  S., 

Egan.  Clara  C, 

Eissfeldt,  Ferdinand, 

Elberfeld.    Thlerschutz  Yerein, 

Eliot,  Samuel.  LL.  Z>., 

Ellis,  John  H., 

Ellis,  Bev.  ItuHis, 

Emerson,  George  B.,  LL,D., 

Estes,  E.  C,  New  York  City, 

Everett,  E.  A.,  Dorchester, 

Everett,  II.  S.  and  W 

Evereit,  I'erclval  L., 

Everett,  William, 

Fall  River.    Public  Library, 

Fearijig,  Bon.  Albert, 


1 
4 

1 
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1 
2 

110 
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10 
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2 

2d 
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22 
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16 
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8 
5 
8 
1 
1 
1 
7 
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8 
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1 
49 
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12 
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92 
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28 
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Fitchburg.    Public  Library, 

Flint,  Charles  L., 

Florence.    Blblloteca  nazlonale,  MSS.  and  blanks, 

Socletas  geograflca  itallana, 

Foley,  William  J., 

Foole,  Jiev.  Henry  W., 

Forbes,  J.  M., 

Ford,  J.  B.  &  Co.,  Xevo  York  CUy, 

Fonl,  William  E 

Foster,  C.  6.,  Burlington, 

France.    La  commission  Imp^riale.    Exposition  universelle 

de  1867, 

FrankAii-t.    Yerein  zam  Schutze  dcr  Tblere, 

Frazar,  George  L.,  1  map, 

French,  Jonathan.    8  maps,  87  Nos.  of  newspapers,     . 
Froth.  Samuel  L.,  Philadelphia,       ...*.. 
Frothlugham,  Edward, 

Gaffield,  Thomas, 

Garfield,  Hon.  James  A.« 

Garrison,  Wendell  P.,  JVew  York  City, 

Gerry,  Elbridge  T.,  New  York  City, 

Giles,  Alfred  E 

Godkln  &  Co  ,  New  York  City, 

Good^pced,  Thomas  H.,  Athol, 

6ould,  Dr.  Benjamin  A.,  Cambridge, 

Graaon.    Public  Library, 

Gray,  John  P.,  3f. />.,  New  York  City, 

Gray,  Joseph  U.,  M,  2>.,  Chicago, 

Great  Britain.    Commissioners  of  Patents,  .... 
'  Hoyal  Observatory,  Greenwich,  .... 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  Comptroller  of  Central  Park,  New  York 

City, 

Green,  Joshna,  M,  D.,  Oroton,  2  broadsides. 

Green,  Samuel  A,,  M.  Z)., 

Graene,  Col,  Wliliam  B.,         ....... 

Greenou»:h,  William  W.,  1  broadside, 

Griflln,  Bev.  N.  H.,  Williamstown, 

Griscom,  John  U,.  M.  D.,  New  York  City,      .... 
Groton.    Public  Library, 

Hale,  Bev.  Edward  E., 

Hal],  Thomas  B., 

HalHwoll,  James  O.,  London, 

Hamburg,  Germany.    Commerz-Blbliothck, 

Stjidt-Blbllothek, 

Thierschutz-Vereln,    .        .        .        .        ... 

Hanover,  Oei'many.    Thlerschntz-Verein,     .... 

Hanson,  Charles  M., 

Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York  City, 

Hartford.    Youn^  Men's  Institute, 

Harvard.    Public  Library, 

Haskins,  Bev.  George  F.,         . 

Haven,  E.  O.,  Z>.  D..  President  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 

Haven,  Samuel  F.,  Worcester, 

Hayes,  Albert  H.,  Jf./>.,  •••.... 

Heinzeu,  Karl,  Boston,    ........ 
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Herald  of  Health,  New  York  OUy^  Pablishers, 

HSU,  Haiqilton  A., 

Hinsdale.    Public  Library, 

Hitchcock,  F.  B., 

Hoadley,  Charles  J.,  Librarian  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library, 

Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell,  M,  D., 

Homans,  Charles  D.,  3f.  Z>., 

Homans,  J.  S.,  Neto  York  City, 

Hooker,  H.  B.,  />.  />., 

Houghton,  H.  O.  &  Co.,  Cambridge^ 

Hovey  &  Co..  58  North  Market  St., 

Howard,  Henry  H.,  Orford,  N.  H., 

Howard,  Maj.-Oen.  Oliver  O.,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Howland,  William  A., 

Hoyt,  Albert  H., 

Hudson.    Public  Library,         .  

Humphreys,  Brig.-Oen.  Andrew  A.,  20  maps, 

Hunnewell,  John  L., 

Illinois  Teacher,  Peoria,  Publishers, 

Indiana.    State  Horticultural  Society, 

Iowa.    Adjutant-Generars  Office, 

State  Historical  Society, 

Jackson,  C.  T.,  1  newspaper, 

Jarvis,  Edward,  M.  D.,  Dorchester 

JeffHes,  B.  Joy,  M.  D., 

Jewett,  Bev.  George  B.,  Salem, 

Jillson,  Prof.  William  E.,  1  map,  plaps,  8  broadsides,  . 

Kellogg,  Hon.  E.  H.,  Pitttfield, 

Kennedy,  Minnie,  8  newspapers, 

Kiel,  SMeauiig-Holstein.    Universitats-Bibliothek, 

Kirkbride,  Thomas  S.,  3f.  i>.,PAaad«(pAto 

Kartz,  T.  Newton,  Baltimore,  

Lancaster.    Town  Library, 

Langworthy,  Bev.  Isaac  P., 

Lawrence,  Abbott, 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Abbott, 

Lawrence.    Pacific  Mills  Library, 

Leicester.    Public  Library, 

Leipzig.    Stadtbibliothek,  blanks,  etc.,         .... 
Leslie,  Frank,  United  States  Commissioner,  .... 

Lewis,  Winslow,  M.  D., 

Lieber,  Francis,  LL.  D., 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Frederick  W.,  1  broadside 

Lincoln,  Henry  W., 

Little,  Brown  &  Co., 

Liverpool,  Eng.  Free  Public  Library, 

Lloyd,  John  C,  chart, 

Locke  &  Co., 

London.    British  Museum, 

Royal  Astronomical  Society,       .        .        . 

— —  Royal  Geographical  Society, 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
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Loiing,  James  S.,  Brooklyn,  iV.  Z.» 

LoriDg,  John  G., 

Load,  Andrew  J., 

Lovering,  Prof.  Joseph,  Cambridge, 

Lowell.    City  of, 

City  Library,        .... 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 


Lunenburg.    Town  Library, 

Lunt,  William  P.,     . 

Lynn.    Public  Library, 

Lyon.    Soci6t6  protectrice  des  Animanx, 

McCleary,  D.  B.,  Adjutant-General  of  Pennsylvania, 

McCleary,  Samuel  F.,  City  Clerk, 

Mac6,  Jean,  Blebenheim  (Haut-Bhin),  JP^nee, 

McLaughlin,  George,  Cincinnati,  .        .     *  • 

McPhetres,  S.  A.,  Lowell,  City  Clerk,    . 

Maine.    Board  of  Agriculture,        .... 

Commissioners  of  Fisheries, 

Historical  Society, 


Manchester,  Eng,    Cotton  Supply  Association, 
Public  Library, 


Manchester,  N.  H,    Public  Library, 

Mann,  Mrs,  Horace, 

Marshall,  O.  H.,  Bvffalo,  N,T^, 

Marvin,  Selden  E.,  A^Jutant-Gfeneral  of  New  York, 

Marvin,  Theophllus  R.,    . 

Marvin,  W.  T.  R., , 

Masonic  Monthly,  Publishers,        .... 
Massachusetts.    Agricultural  College,'  . 

Board  of  State  Charities,    .... 

Board  of  Education,    ..... 

Charitable  Mechanic  Association, 

Historical  Society,  circulars,     . 

Horticultural  Society,         .... 

Institute  of  Technology,  4  circulars, 

. State  Llbraiy, 

Teachers'  Association,       .... 

May,  Bev.  Samuel,  Jr.,  Leicester,  •       •       •        . 

Medford.    Public  Library. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Public  Ledger  Office,  .        • 
Mei  rlam,  Charles,  i^ringfleld,       .... 
Merriam,  George,         "  .        •       •       . 

Merrill,.  George^ 

Mexico,  Government  of, 

Michigan.    State  Library^ 

Mlchigi.n  Teacher,  Publishers,      .... 

Miles,  Dr.  C.  E., 

Miles,  Bev.  James  B.,  Charlestoum, 
Milwaukee.    Young  Men's  Association, 

Miner,  A.  A.,  D.  2>.,. 

Minnesota.   Historical  Society,     .... 

Mlnot,  William, 

Moore,  Charles  W.,  New  Tork  City, 

Morlng,  H.  E., 

Motley,  Hon.  J.  Lothrop,  1  map,  •       •       •       . 
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Madj^e,  Alflred, 

Mailiiw,  J.  D.,  Birmingham,  Eng,, 

Mumford,  S.  R.,  Delroii, 

Manicb.    Tbiefschiitzverein, 

Mansell,  Joel,  Albany, 

Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French, 

Natick.    Town  Library, 

National  Agricnltarist  and  Pennsylvania  Farm   Journal, 

Pittsburg t  Fablisher, 

National  Asaociation  for  the  Promotion  of  Social  Science,  . 

New  Bedford.    Free  Public  Library, 

New  Englund  Historic-Genealogical  Society, 
New  Eugland  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, . 

New  England  Society,  New  York  City, 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane,         .... 

New  Haven.    Yale  College, 

New  Jersey.    Adjutant-General's  Office,       .... 

■  Geological  Survey 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

New  York,  CUy,   American  Association  for  the  Prevention 

of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 

■  Astor  Library, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 

■  City  Mission, 

College  of, 

Cooper  Union, 

• General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen, . 

Mercantile  Library  Association,         .... 

Sabbath  Committee, 

Working- Women*s  Protective  Union, 

New  York,  State.    Inspectors  of  Prisons,    .... 

Prison  Association, 

'  Lunatic  Asylum, 

State  Library, 

New  York  Teacher,  Publishers, 

Newburyport.    Public  Library, 

Newcastle- Upon-Tyue,  Eng.    Literary  and   Philosophical 

Society, 

Newoomb,  J.  B.,  Elgin,  211,, 

Newton.    Theological  Seminary, 

Nichols,  Major  William,  Jr.  blanks,  etc.,  1  broadside, 

Nichols,  W.  K., 

North  Bridgewater.    Public  Library, 

Northampton.    Public  Library, 

Northumberland,  Duke  of, 

Northwestern  Farmer  Co.,  Indianapolis,        .... 
Nottingham,  Eng,    Free  Library, 

Ohio.   State  Agricultural  Society 

State  Library, 

Ohio  Kducational  Monthly,  Columbus, 

O'Keefr,  Son  &  Co.,  BMihester,  N.  T., 

OnderUonk.  Henry,  «/r.,  Jamaica,  L.  L, 

Otis,  MiMS  Mary, 
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Page,  CalriB  G.,  If.  jD., 

Jl  aiSe,    «l  •      W  ay.  .  •  •  •  •  a  a  ■  a 

Paine,  Robert  T.,  t/r., 

.  Paiva,  Barone  do  CasteUo  de,  Oporto, 

Palmer,  Gen.  W.  J.,  St.  Loui», 

Paris.    Blblioth^qDe  imp^riale, 

La  Socl6t6  Franklin 

Parker,  Henry  T.,  Xondon, 

Parker,  Joel,  ZrL.Z>.,  Cambridge, 

Peabody.    Peabody  Institate, 

Pennsylvania.    Office  of  State  Historian,      .... 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  . 

State  Library, 

Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children,    . 

Perkins,  A.  J.,  Philadelphia, 

Perry,  J.  A.,  JVeto  York  City, 

Perry,  Bev.  William  S.,  Litchfield,  Conn.,      .... 

Peyton,  John  Lewis,  Guernsey, 

Philadelphia.   American  Philosophical  Society,    . 

Board  of  Health, 

Library  Company,        .        .        .    "    . 

Loganian  Library, 

Mercantile  Library  Company, 

Philbrick,  John  I).,  8upt.  of  Public  Schools,  .        .        .        . 

Pierce,  Samael  E., 

Piper,  William  T., 

Pitman,  Hon.  Robert  C, 

Plttsbarg,  Penn.    Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Playhour,  Edinburgh,  Publishers, 

Poole,  William  F.,  Melrose, 

Portland,  Me.  Institute  and  Public  Library, 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Portland,  Oregon.    Library  Association,        .... 
Prague,  Thierschutzverein  fiir  Bohmen,        .... 

Prang,  L.  &  Co 

Pray,  Lewis  O 

Provideuce.    City  of, 

Athenienm 

Brown  University, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Quebec.    Literary  and  Historical  Society,    .... 
Quincy,  Hon.  Josiah 

Radical,  The,  Boston,  Publishers, 

Rand  &  Avery, 

Randall,  John  W.,  M.  D., 

Randolph,  Anson  D.  F.,  New  York  City 

Randolph,  Charles, 

Ranch,  John  H.,  M.  D.,  Chicago, 

Raymond,  Curtis  B., 

Reading.    Public  Library, 

Redpath,  James, 

Reed,  Charles,  Montpelier,  Vt., 

Reynolds,  Kdward,  M.  D., 

Rhoades,  Mrs.  Stephen, 
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Rhode  Island.    AcUntant  General's  Office, 

Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster,  Publishers, 

Richardson,  James  B.,  1  plan, 

Robblns,  Chandler,  D,D,y 

Rolfe,  William  J.,  Cambridgeport,  . 

Root  &  Cady,  Chicago,     ..... 

Ropes,  John  C,  2  maps, 

Roatledge,  George  &  Sons,  New  York  CfUy,    . 

Rowland,  L.  P., 

Roxbury.  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 


Sabine,  John  D.,  Washington^  D,  C, 
St.  Louis.  Academy  of  Science, 

Public  School  Library  Company, 

Union  Merchants'  Exchange, 


St.  Paul,  Minn,  Library  Association,    .... 
St.  Petersburg,  K.  offent.  Bibllothek,     .... 

Salem.  Essex  Institute, 

Salter,  Richard  H.,  3f.  D., 

Sampson,  George, 

Sanborn,  Prof.  E.  D., 

Saturday  Express,  Boston,  Publishers,   .        .        .        . 

Shaw,  Benjamin  S.,  M.  />., 

Shedd,  J.  Herbert,  Providence,  S.I.,, 
Sheffield,  Eng.  Free  Public  Library,  forms,  etc., 
Shephard,  Thomas  P.,  Providence,  B.  /.,... 

Shimmin,  Charles  F., 

Shurtleir,  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.,  M,D 

Skowhegan,  Ms.    Public  Library, 

Slack,  Charles  W., 

Smith,  C.  C, 

Smith,  Lloyd  P.,  Librarian  Library  Co.,  Philadelphia^  . 
Smith,  Samuel,  Worcester,  City  Clerk,   .... 
Snow,  Edwin  M.,  M.  2>.,  Providence,  B.  /.,    • 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Somerby,  G.  A.,      ....        .        .        •       • 

Somerville.    Tufts  College, 

Southborough.    Town  of, 

Fay  Library, 


Spooner,  Lysander, 
Sprague,  Prof.  Homer  B.,  Ithaca,  N.  T., 
Sprague,  William  B.,  D.D.,  Albany, 
Springfield,  Mass.    City  Library  Association, 
Staehll,  Francis  R.,  M.  D.,  Cambridge., 
Stafford,  M.  B.,  New  York  City,      . 
Stevens,  Henry,  London,         .       .       •       . 
Stone,  Bev.  Edwin  l\..  Providence,  B.  /.,       • 
Stoneham.    Public  Library,    .        .        .        • 
Storer,  Horatio  R.,  M.  D.,      . 
Stranahan,  Hon.  J.  S.  T.,  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,    . 

Streeter,  Mrs.  E.  M., 

Stuttgart.  Der  Wurtemb.  Thierschutzyereln, 
Sumner,  Hon.  Charles,  1  broadside,       •       • 
Sunday  Times,  Boston,  Publisher,  . 
Satro,  Theodore,  Cambridge,  •       .       •       • 
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Syracuse,  N.  T.    Board  of  Edacation  .       .      *  • 

Taggard  &  Thompson,     ........ 

Talbot,  I.  Tisdale,  M,  D., 

Tatham,  WilllaiD  P.,  Philadelphia, 

TauntoD.    Public  Library, 

Taylor,  Prof.  J.  L.,  Andover, 

Taylor,  Hon,  N.  G.,  Washington^  D.  C,         .... 
Temporary  Asylum  for  Discharged  Female  Prisoners,  Ded- 

ham, 

Thayer,  Alexander  W.,  U.  8.  Consul  at  Trieste,    . 

Thayer,  J?€r.  Christopher  T., 

Thompson,  Augustus  C,  D,  2>.,  Jamaica  Plain,    . 

Thomdike,  ikfr«.  John  H., 

Thornton,  John  W., 

Ticknor,  George, 

Tilden  &  Jo.,  New  Lebanon,  If.  T., 

Touij^e,  E., 

Townsend,  Solomon  D.,  itf.  D,,  photograph, .        .  **    . 
Tracy,  Bev.  Joseph,  1  MSS.,   ....... 

Troy,  N,  Y,  Rensselser  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Tsuge  Yengo,  Japan, 

Union  Republican  Committee, 

United  States.    Department  of  Education,  .... 

Department,  of  the  Navy,    ...... 

Hureau  of  Navigation, 

' Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,     .... 

•- Naval  Observatory, 

'-  Department  of  the  Treasury,  Bureau  of  Statistics,  . 

— Coast  Survey  Office.    1  map,      .... 

Department  of  War,  Bureau  of  Refugees  for  Freed- 

men,etc., 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, .... 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Library  of  Congress, 

Van  Norden,  William,  New  York  City, 

Vermont.    Board  of  Education, 

University  of, 

Vermont  and  Massachusetts  Railroad, 

Vienna.    K.  K.  Geologische  Reichsanstalt,    .... 

■  Thlerschutz-Central-Verein, 

Wallcut,  Robert  F.,  2  maps, 

Walley,  Hon.  Samuel  H., 

Walley,  Mrs.  Samuel  H., 

Waltham.    Town  of, 

Public  Library, 

Warren,  Hon.  Charles  H., 

Warren,  William  ¥.,  D.  D., 

Warren,  William  W.,  Brighton, 

Warren,  William  W.,  No.  25  KUhy  St., 

Washburn,  Emory,  LL.  D.,  Cambridge,  .       .        .        . 

Washburn,  F.  T., 

Washington,  D.C.   Howard  University,  I  newspaper, . 
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Washington,  D.  C,    Smithsonian  Institntion, 
Watson,  Mrs.  J.  L.,  Newton^  .... 
Watertown.    Public  Library, 

Way  land.     Town  Library 

Wells,  Bev.  £.  M.  P., 

Wells,  Walter,  Portland,  Me,, 

Westford.    Town  of, 

Weston.    Town  of, 

Town  Library, 


Wheatland,  Henry,  M.  2>.,  Salem,  . 
Wheeler,  Henry  W., 
Wheeler,  William  A.,  Dorchester,   . 
Wheelwright,  Edward,    . 
Wheildon,  William  VV.,  Charlestown, 
Whipple,  Charles  K., 
Whiteley,  John,  Shirley  Village,     . 
Whitman,  George  H., 
Whitmore,  William  H.,  . 
Whitmore  &  Co.,  Memphis,  Tenn,,  . 
Whitney,  Bev.  Frederic  A.,  Brighton, 
Wiggin&Lunt,       .... 
Wilder,  Col.  Marshall  P.,  Dorchester, 
Willey,  H.,  New  Bedford, 
WiUiams,  A.  &  Co., 
Wilson,  Hon.  Henry,  Natick,  . 
Winchell,  Rensselaer, 
Winchendon.    Public  Library, 
Winchester.    Town  of,  . 
Public  Library,    . 


Winslow,  Edward, 
Winthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C,     . 
Wisconsin.    State  Historical  Society,  . 
Wobum.    Public  Library,       .        .        .        . 
Wolcott,  Samuel,  D.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Wood,  Bev.  Horatio,  Lowell,  .... 

Woodvine,  1).  G., 

Woodward,  W.  Eliot, 

Worcester.    Public  Library,  .        .        .        . 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, . 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
Worthington  &  Flanders,        .        .        .        . 

Wright.  George  B., 

Wyman,  Jeffiries,  M.  D.,  Cambridge, 
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Complete  Files  for  the  Tear  from  the  Publishers. 

Advocate  of  Peace.    Boston. 

American    Baptist    Missionary     Union.      Boston.      Missionary 

Magazine. 
American  Charch  Missionary  Register.    New  York. 
American   Home  Missionary  Society.    New  York.    The  Home 

Missionar3\ 
American  Unitarian  Association.    Boston.    Monthly  Joomal, 
Bamham's  Rural  Messenger.    Chicago. 
Boston  Musical  Times. 
Commonwealth,  The.'    Boston. 
Cretan,  The.    Boston. 
Edinburgh.     Royal  Society.    Proceedings. 

■ Transactions. 

Farmer's  Home  Jonmal.    Lexington,  Ey. 

Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine.    Boston. 

Globe  Mutual  Insurance  Messenger.    New  York. 

Guardian  of  Health.    Boston. 

Hall's  Journal  of  Health.    New  York. 

Herald  of  Health.    New  York. 

Herald  of  Peace.    London. 

London.    Royal  Astronomical  Society.    Monthly  Notices. 

Ro3'al  Geographical  Society.    Proceedings. 

Society  of  Arts. 

Macedonian,  The. 
Masonic  Monthly.    Boston. 
Nation,  The.    New  York. 

National  Agriculturist  and  Pennsylvania  Farm  Joamal.    Pitts* 

burg. 
New  England  Farmer.    Boston. 
Notes  and  Queries  on  China  and  Japan.    Hongkong. 
Orpheus,  The.    New  York  and  Boston. 
Practical  Farmer,  The.    Philadelphia. 
Radical,  The.    Boston. 
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Salem.    Essex  Institute.    Bulletin. 

Historical  Collections. 

Proceedings. 

Saturday  Express.  Boston, 
Sorgo  Journal.  Cincinnati. 
Student  and  Schoolmate.    Boston. 

Trubner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record.    London. 

Turf,  Field  and  Farm.    New  York. 

Vienna.    K.  K.  Geologische  Reichsanstalt.    Abtiandlungen. 

Jahrbuch. 

Weekly  Standard.    Buenos  Ayres. 
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CIRCULATION. 
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Note.— The  flgares  of  the  olrouUUon  of  the  Lower  Hall  for  1867  are  considered  to  be 
•everal  thoaeande  too  large,  which  comequently  affeeta  the  flgnrea  of  the  total  drcalatlOB 
in  that  year.    See  LUtrarf  Report  far  1888. 
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APPENDIX  XI. 

LOWER  HALL. 
Books  returned,  at  ehown  by  eoontfaig  the  white  ellpe  for  each  month. 


HONTHS. 


SepCemher 
Oetober  . 
NoTember 
December 
Jannary  . 
Febmary 
ICareh  .  . 
April  .  . 
May  .  .  . 
June  .  . 
Joly  .  .  . 

Total 


1867-8. 


8,910 
10,075 
12,006 
18^8 
U^ 
10,620 
17,007 
10,080 
18,888 
12,870 
11,518 


141,858 


1868-9. 


Horn*  UM. 


7,023 
18,473 
16,442 
17,068 
18,381 
17,047 
10,100 
15,887 
13,088 
12,112 
12,482 


104,088 


H>U 
white  tlip. 


718 
980 

1,280 
1,200 
1,147 
809 
689 
686 
408 
522 


0,898 


Total  OB 
wUta  tUpt. 


8,041 
14,408 
10,6n 
19,194 
19,041 
18,794 
19,909 
10^420 
14,208 
12,520 
18,004 


178,481 


Note.  —  Wkiie  slips  are  used  for  drawing  books  for  home  use,  or  hall  nse,  one  at  a  time. 
When  books  are  drawn  for  referenoe,  &tf^  slips  are  nsed,  and  seyeral  volnmee  may  be  in  nse 
in  the  hall  by  one  person  at  the  same  time  by  means  of  these  slips.  Ko  acooant  of  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  used  in  this  last  way  was  made  during  1808-0 ;  but  It  is  estimated  to  have 
been  about  4,000  Tolumes.  The  difference  in  the  total  of  1808-0  compared  with  the  total  of 
Lower  Hall  Issues  in  table  (Appendix  X.)  shows  the  number  of  Tolumes  in  cireulatlon  July 
81, 1809,  namely,  2,841. 


^ 
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REGISTRATION. 


TlABt. 


1854-8.  . 

1860-67  . 

1868.  .  . 

1860.  .  . 

TotaU 


AppUomta. 


17,066 
62,860 


13,067 
6,400 


18,647 


AppUOSr 

ttons  Mnt  to 

warn. 


S,610 
8«4fl8 


6,S73 


Cwda 
BflftiMd. 


76 


800 


ealledlbr 
doring  Um 


862 
680 


1,441 


Total  of 

laattwo 

ColamBa. 


1,086 
666 


1,760 


taaBjhMr- 
iBff  Canb. 


10,073 


16,797 


KOTB.— New  regtstratloiM  were  begun  In  1864, 1860,  and  1868.  In  the  column  of  **  Card* 
not  called  for,"  the  total  may  not  be  correct,  Inaamneh  aa  aome  of  the  nnmber  given  for 
1868  may  have  eince  been  called  for.  This  alio  affecta  the  total  In  the  laat  column,  which  ia 
got  by  taking  the  figarea  of  the  preyiona  column  from  the  column  of  "  AppUcanta." 
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APPENDIX  Xm. 

BOOKS  BECOMMENDED,  AND  USB  OF  BSITISH  PATENTS. 


k 


BOOK! 

BxcoMinirDSD. 

Vac  OF  BXITISK 
PATBlTTa. 

Ymn, 

Total  Rcoom- 
mended. 

Had 
tbmOj. 

BcedTed 
■laet. 

Fteiona. 

Honn*  luit. 

1854 

123 

221 

121 

18 

85 

178 

01 

115 

204 

185 

60 

68 

300 

540 

1,120 

1,178 

1865 

I860 

1867 

1858 

I860 

1800 

1801 

1882 

■- 

1803 

1804 

1805 

182 
187 
107 
200 
801 

248 

1800 

248 

1807 

05 
183 
226 

200 
423 
685 

248 

1808 

807 

1800 « 

680 

Note. — The  colamn  of  " Received  ainee"  denotes  thote  received  of  the  ''Total  recom> 
mended  "  tH«  aame  year.  What  may  be  In  enbaequent  yearn  received  of  each  "  Total  reoom* 
mended,'*  doea  not  appear  In  thla  table.  Forlnatanoe,  of  the  1,120— (183 +423) =514  not 
received  In  1808  of  the  total  recommended  that  year,  a  large  part  haa  alnce  been  received. 
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APPENDIX  XIV. 


BATES  HALL  READING. 


CLASBinOATIONB. 


BnglUh  HlBtorv,  Topographf,  Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

American  (North  and  South)  History,  To- 

Gigraphy,  Biography,  Travel,  and  Polite 
terature 

French   History.  Toposraphy,   Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

Germanic  History,  Topography,  Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

Italian    History,    Topography,   Biography, 
Travel,  and  Polite  literature 

Other    History,    Topography,    Biography, 
Travel,  ana  Polite  Literature 

Oeneral  and  Epochal  History,  Geography, 
Biography,  eto 

Greek,  Latin,  and  Philology 

Bibliography 

Transactions • 

Periodicals 

Useful  and  Fine  Arts 

Natural  History  and  Science 

Theology,   Bcclesiastical    History,    Ethics, 
BducaUon,  eto.    .  • 

Medicine •• 

Law,  Government,  and  Political  Economy . 

Mathematics  and  Physics,  etc 

Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  bound 


PEBCElTTAaB  OP  UtB. 


1863.  1864. 


17.6 


2.5 


8.5 

4.5 
8 

S.6 
8 
7 
9 
4 

11 

7 

1.5 

5.5 

a 


10 


8.5 


IJH 


2.5 

8.5 

4.25 

8.5 

8 

1.5 

6 

12 

4 

U 
5 
2 

5.5 
.75 


^- 


18 

18 

10 

8 

6 

0 

2.5 

2 

2 

8 

2.5 

4 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

2.8 

5 

6 

11 

10.5 

8 

4.0 

8 

8.5 

4 

4.0 

8 

2 
7.5 
.75 


2 
7 
2 


b/. 

18b8. 

90 

17 

12 

12 

4 

8 

2 

6 

3 

2 

2 

5 

8 

8 

4 

8 

0 
2 
8 
1 


1869. 


17 

12 
6 

8 

2 


8 
2 
1 
4 
0 


8 

4 

8 

8 

2 

7 

2 

Note.— In  computing  this  percentage,  the  use  of  books  in  the  Bowditeh,  Parker  and 
Prince  Libraries,— which  are  kept  apart  fh>m  the  general  classifications  of  the  Libraryr-ii 
reckoned  as  nearly  as  possible  and  included  in  the  «sual  divisions,  as  Indicated  in  the 
table.    See  Explanations  to  Appendix  VII. 
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OP   THE 


LOWER    HALL    READING. 
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Note. ^ The  flgurea^of  1807  ware  got  by  an  estimate;  thoee  of  1888  and  1880 by  aetoal 
coant. 
The  colamna  of  "  Loans  returned^  do  not  Include  the  books  taken  and  retamed  the  same 

day. 
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APPENDIX  XVI. 


PERIODICAL    READING    ROOM. 


P£B10D1CAL1  DlYIDBD  BT  LaXGDAOXS. 

Bnglish 

Freneh •. 

Oerman  ..••.. 

lUUan 


Total,  not  reckoning  dupUcatai 


Bt  Oijlmes. 
Selentiflc,  and  ProfeMlonal  .  •  •  . 

Literary 

Agrleultaral  and  Horticultural  .  . 

Bellgloiui 

XUufltrated  and  foreign  newepapen 

Oommerdal 

Faahion • 

Uloatrated  comic  magazlnea .  .  .  . 

Javenilee 

Fine  Arte 


BTATisncs  or  Use. 

Nomber  of  daya  open 

Beadera  of  periodical!,  malea .  . 
Readers   of  peiiodlcalc,  females 
Beadera  non-resident  ...... 

Total  readers 

Dally   average  readen 

Kagazines  read,  total 

ICagazines  read,  dally  ayerage  .  < 


1867. 


141 

89 

2T 

1 


86 

08 


18 
12 
0 
0 
8 
8 
8 


908 

289 

60,846 

4,488 


55,284 
191 

81,788 
283 


1868. 


175 
46 

81 

2 


254 


96 
96 


17 
17 
9 
6 
8 
4 
4 


1869. 


85 

2 


254 

800 

70,452 

4,437 

2,018 

76,892 

256 

88,084 

293 


110 

107 

19 

IS 

15 

11 

5 

8 

5 

6 


t299 

84^ 

5,225 

2,129 

91,674 

806 

138,128 

455 


*  Transactions  of  learned  societies  and  costly  Journals,  kept  In  the  Bates  Hall,  are  not 
included  in  this  count;  nor  are  fh>m  twenty  to  thirty  different  American  periodicals, 
kindly  sent  us  by  the  publlshen  and  not  yet  placed  In  the  Beading  Room. 

t  Bleyen  months  and  no  yaeatlon* 
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PERIODICALS  OP  WHICH  DUPLICATES  ARE  TAKEN. 


Army  and  Navy  Journal 

Atlantic  Monthly  • 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 

Dwiglit's  Journal  of  Music 

Every  Saturday 

Galaxy 

Godey's  Lady's  Book 

Harper's  Bazar 

"        Monthly  . 

"        Weekly    . 
Herald  of  Health   . 
Hours  at  Home 
Lippincott's  Magazine 
Nation  . 

North  American  Review 
Oliver  Optic's  Magazine 
Peterson's  Magazine 
Round  Table  .        . 

Scientific  American 
Student  and  Schoolmate 


Journal 


No.  of  CopiM. 

2 
5 
2 
2 
4 
2 
4 
4 
11 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
4 
2 


9* 
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APPENDIX  xvn. 

LOSSES    AND    DELINQUENTS 
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APPEISTDIX   XVin. 


FINANCIAL     STATEMENT 


Binding 

Books  

Catalogaet  (printing) 

Bxpente • 

Fuel 

Furniture    (eabineta,   tbelving, 
etc.) 

Om 

Periodlealfl 

Printing  (miicellaneout)  .  .  •  . 

Salaries 

Stationeiy 

Transportation,  Postage,  eto.   . 

Totals 


EjriMBd«d 
Oct  1, 1887,  to 
B«pt.  80, 18m. 


$  4,067  29 

11,476  76 

2,004  16 

1,848  02 

n03  60 

1,034  81 
1,644  46 
1,666  96 
1,607  07 
28,286  47 
1,172  14 
633  14 


$60,932  76 


CHy  approp*! 

for  the  year 

May  1, 18IU,  to 

April  80. 18G9. 


$3,660  00 
6,600  00 
6,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,600  00 

1,000  00 
2,000  00 

1,000  00 

26,000  00 

1,200  00 

760  00 


$60,000  00 


Kzpendcd 
Oct  1. 18(H,  to 
Auf .  31, 188B. 


$6,167  70 

12,002  26 

2,00180 

1,678  80 

1,182  00 

1,606  06 

1,779  04 

2,661  82 

1,700  26 

22,666  93 

812  86 

782  79 


$63,679  90 


City  approp'a 

Ibr  the  year 

May  1, 1889,  to 

April  80, 1870. 


$6,000  00 
6,500  00 
5,600  00 
1,800  00 
1,600  00 

1,600  00 
2,250  00 

1,000  00 

28,000  00 

1,200  00 

760  00 


$66,000  00 


*  The  main  items  for  fttel  this  year  did  not  go  into  our  accoant  till  after  October  1868. 

Note.— The  statement  this  year  is  for  eleven  months  instead  of  twelve.  Heretofore, 
when  the  Library  was  closed  in  August,  some  classes  of  statistics  were  made  up  to  the 
Ist  of  August  and  some  to  the  1st  of  September.  This  year,  the  Library  not  being 
closed,  all  classes  are  made  to  end  on  the  Slst  of  August  for  conformity's  sake. 

The  appropriation  for  "  books  **  includes  that  for  **  periodicals.^'  The  inoome  of  otur 
funds  is  paid  in  gold,  and  the  yield,  with  an  estimated  premium,  will  be  for  the  present 
fiscal  year  about  $7,400,  to  be  spent  for  books,  in  addition  to  the  city  appropriation. 
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APPENDIX  XIX. 


CLASSES  OF  11,267  (Male  and 

TBADE8,  MaKUFACTUBES,  ETC. 


Artificial  Leg  Maker« 

Appreotice, 

Bronzer, 

Bookbinder, 

Bonnet  Maker, 

Brass  Moulder, 

Baker, 

Box  Maker, 

Blacksmith, 

Burnisher, 

Brewer, 

Brush  Maker, 

Brick  Maker, 

Barber, 

Butcher, 

Bleacher, 

Boat  Builder, 

Builder, 

Bridge  Builder, 

Button-hole  Maker, 

Cooper, 

Caulker, 

Cigar  Maker, 

Currier, 

Confectioner, 

Carver, 

Cabinet  Maker, 

Carpenter, 

Coppersmith, 

Carriage  Maker, 

<jotk  Cutter, 

Corset  Maker, 

Djer, 

Die  Maker, 

Dress  Maker, 

Doll  Maker, 

Embalmer, 

Fur  Sewer, 

Qas  Fitter, 


Fkmajlb)  applicants,  1867^. 


M. 

F. 

Gold  Beater, 

2 

1 

Glass  Manufacturer, 

15 

74 

Gilder, 

17 

2 

Glazier, 

5 

28 

20 

Globe  Maker, 

1 

8 

7 

Harness  and  Collar  Maker, 

18 

15 

Hoop  Skirt  Maker, 

2€ 

28 

Iron  Worker, 

20 

6 

13 

Ink  Maker, 

1 

25 

Jeweller, 

89 

1 

Japanner, 

8 

2 

Looking-glass  Maker, 

2 

4 

Last  Maker, 

I 

1 

Lather, 

4 

20 

Locksmith, 

6 

1 

Lace  Worker, 

1 

2 

MlUiner, 

59 

4 

Mechanic, 

26 

4 

Machinist, 

146 

2 

Mason, 

49 

8 

Marble  Worker, 

19 

9 

Manufocturer, 

45 

5 

Millwright, 

2 

21 

Mattress  Maker, 

1 

16 

Optician, 

1 

.U 

1 

Oil  Finisher, 

7 

25 

Organ  Builder, 

25 

55 

Oil  Refiner, 

1 

154 

Piano  Tuner, 

7 

4 

Pattern  Maker, 

8      I 

16 

Printer,  Compositor,  etc., 

161    28 

1 

Paper  Hanger, 

18 

8 

Polisher, 

9 

2 

Piano  Maker, 

81 

1 

Plasterer, 

6 

85 

Plumber, 

19 

1 

Painter, 

74 

1 

Pinion  Maker, 

1 

2 

Paper  Collar  Maker, 

2 

8 

Packer, 

1 
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Paper  Bag  Maker, 

Bigger, 

Bope  Maker, 

Rifle  Maker, 

Boofer, 

Sewiog  Machine  Operator, 

Shop  Girl, 

Seamstress, 

Silk  Worker, 

Ship  Builder, 

Slater, 

Saddler, 

Silversmith, 

Stone  Cutter, 

Sewing  Machine  Maker, 

Sash  and  Blind  Maker, 

Screw  Maker, 

Sail  Maker, 

Saw  Maker, 

Shoemaker, 

Stereotyper, 

Tailor, 

Type  Founder, 

Trunk  Maker, 

Tinsmith, 

Trimmer, 

Tallow  Chandler, 

Upholsterer, 

Umbrella  Maker, 

Varnisher, 

Varnish  Maker, 

Wlatchmaker, 

Wood  Turner, 

Wire  Worker, 

Whalebone  Worker, 

Wheelwright, 

Weaver, 

Worsted  Worker, 


1 

8 

4 

1 

4 
61 

'     17 

67 

2 

6 

6 

2 

7 
21 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 
89 

4 

77  149 
11     11 
11 
19 

9      5 

1 
40      2 

2 
12 

1 
28 

7 

8 
1 

8 

2    14 
7 


F. 


Dbalkrs,  Shopksbpsbs,  etc. 

Apothecary,  46 

Coal  Dealer,  4 

Fruiterer,  6 

Florist,  8 

Furrier,  10 


Fish  Monger, 

Grocer, 

Hatter, 

Junk  Dealer, 

Lumber  Dealer, 

Liquor  Dealer, 

Milkman, 

Newspaper  Dealer, 

Peddler, 

Provision  Dealer, 

Stationer, 

Stock  Maker, 

Ship  Chandler, 

Tobacconist, 

Trader, 


6 

48 

16 

5 

4 

1 

7 

5 

7 

89 

12 

1 

1 

8 

15 


Mbrcantilb  Calukqs. 


Agent, 

Amanuensis, 

Accountant, 

Banker, 

Broker, 

Book-keeper, 

Clerk, 

Cashier, 

Commission  Merchant, 

Merchant, 

Publisher, 

Pawn  Broker, 

Shipper, 

Salesman, 

Secretary, 
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Pbofbssiomal  Classbs. 

Appraiser,  1 

Auctioneer,  4 

Artist,  28 

Actor,  18 

Architect,  28 

Attorney,  Lawyer,  etc.,  107 

Author,  7 

Curator,  2 

Clergyman,  82 

Designer,  7 

Draughtsman,  21 


2 


1 

18 


6 
11 
42 
226     11 


15 

4 


911 

11 

19 

820 

8 

1 

8 

850    67 

9 


5 
8 
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Dentist, 

M. 

23 

F. 

Internal  Revenue  Officer, 

H. 

4 

Engineer, 

88 

Inspector, 

11 

Engraver, 

80 

Janitor, 

8 

Editor, 

14 

1 

Justice, 

2 

Fresco  Painter, 

4 

Letter  Carrier, 

IS 

Governess, 

7 

Mayor, 

1 

Inventor, 

2 

Notary  Public, 

3 

Lecturer, 

2 

Navy  Officer, 

8 

Librarian, 

2 

Overseer, 

10 

Lithographer, 

23 

Police, 

80 

Music  Teacher, 

13 

42 

Paymaster, 

8 

Manuscript  Reader, 

1 

Postmaster, 

1 

Musician, 

20 

Registrar, 

1 

Minstrel, 

1 

Recorder, 

1 

Missionary, 

1 

1 

Railroad  Conductor, 

4 

Measurer, 

8 

Superintendent, 

6 

Naturalist, 

1 

Sheriff, 

1 

Penman, 

2 

Treasurer, 

13 

Portrait  Painter, 

4 

Ward  Master, 

1 

Physician, 

126 

6 

Photograph  Painter, 

e 

Laboring  Classes,  etc. 

Public  Reader, 

1 

9 

Proof  Reader, 

2 

8 

Brakeman, 

6 

Photographer, 

18 

Coachman,  Driver,  etc., 

16 

Reporter, 

7 

Expressman, 

9 

Surveyor, 

11 

Pireman, 

4 

Sculptor, 

2 

Gardener, 

1 

Surgeon, 

3 

Laborer, 

49 

Teacher,  Professor,  etc.. 

82  812 

Messenger, 

14 

Telegraph  Operator, 

7 

6 

Oyster  Opener, 

1 

Vocalist, 

1 

Ostler, 

1 

Weigher, 

9 

Porter, 
Packer, 

60 
7 

Official  Classes. 

Steward, 
Servant, 

9 
5 

Assistants,  etc.. 

4 

8 

Street  Waterer, 

8 

Auditor, 

2 

• 

Sawyer, 

8 

Administrator, 

1 

Teamster, 

27 

Army  Officer, 

7 

Waiter, 

20 

Assessor, 

7 

Wood  Chopper, 

2 

Alderman, 

1 

Bank  President, 

3 

w 

Constable, 

7 

Miscellaneous  Classes. 

Commissioner, 

1 

Billiard  Hall  Keeper, 

1 

Collector, 

10 

Billiard  Marker, 

2 

Custom  Uouse  Officer, 

1 

Boarding  House  Keeper, 

6 

F. 


9 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


107 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Bar  Tender, 

9 

Nurse, 

9 

Boy, 

198 

Paplls, 

852 

288 

Ballet  Girl, 

1 

Restaurant  Keeper, 

6 

Cook, 

8 

Soldier, 

9 

Clairvoyant, 

3 

Sailor, 

13 

Errand  Girl, 

S 

Sister  of  Charity, 

4 

Employment  Office, 

a 

Sexton, 

4 

Farmer, 

2 

Servant, 

42 

Gentleman, 

11 

Stable  Keeper, 

3 

Housekeeper, 

18 

Student, 

896 

20 

Hair  Dresser, 

14 

Undertaker, 

1 

Hotel  Keeper, 

Wharfinger, 

2 

Intelligence  Office, 

1 

Watchman, 

16 

Inspectress, 

1 

Washerwoman, 

6 

Matron, 

8 

I  Walter, 

9 

SUMMARY. 


Tnidefli  ManafactoreSi  etc 
Dealen,  Shopkeepers,  etc. 
ICeroantile  ealUnga  •  •  . 
Profenional  daaaee  •  .  • 
Official  elassesi  etc.  ... 
Laboring  claaaea  .... 
MiscellaneooB  claaaea  •  . 
Vo  occupation  given    •  • 


MalM. 


1,001 
284 

2,006 
746 
166 
242 

1,038 
685 


6,017 


Females. 


684 
• 

116 

306 

8 

8 

434 

3,708 


6,260 


Totala. 


1,686 

240 

2,122 

1,142 

168 

245 

1,472 

4,293 


11,267 


Per  cent 


.16 
.02 
JO 

ai 

.01 
.02 
.18 
.87 
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APPEiroiX  XX. 

LIBBART  SERVICE. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

JUSTIN  WINSOB,  Superintendent. 

WiUiam  A.  Wheeler,  Asst.  Supt.        Edward  Capen,  Lib.  of  Lower  Halls. 
Joseph  Sykes,  Office  Secretary.  Mra.Jj.T.BBLrtoiif  Custodian  of  Shelves, 

George  W.  Peck,  Asst.  Secretary.       Miss  Caroline  F.  Adams,  Accountant. 

William  E.  Ford,  Janitor. 

CATALOGUE  DEPABTMENT. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  ChU'f.  Max  Anerbach,  First  Assistant. 

William  H.  Foster,  Proof-reader.        J.  Otis  Williams,  Second  Assistant. 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Eastman,  First  Female  Assistant. 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Pike,  Miss  A.  B.  Load, 

Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Stevenson,  Miss  Mary  McGrath,  Bates  Hall  Assts. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Por6e,  Lower  Hall  Assistant. 

SHELF  DEPABTMENT. 

Mrs.  L.  T.  Barton,  Custodian. 
Appleton  P.  C.  GrifQn,  Miss  Maggie  McGrath,  Miss  Ellen  Stevenson  (j^rt 
timf),  Assistants. 

BATES  HALL  CIRCULATING  DEPABTMENT. 

Joseph  Sykes,  Chief  George  W.  Peck,  Assistant. 

Miss  L.  S.  Norton,  Assistant.  Miss  A.  A.  Nichols,  Assistant. 

Edward  L.  Wilder,  Bunner.  Thomas  H.  Brackett,  Bunner. 

LOWEB  HALLS  CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Edward  Capen,  Chi^.  Miss  Harriet  R.  Cogswell,  First  Asst. 

Miss  Lizzie  S.  Haley,  Assistant.         Miss  Lydia  F.  Knowles,  Assistant. 

Misses  Eliza  J.  Mack,  Sarah  A.  Mack. 
Joanna  F.  McCue,  Annie  M.  Kennedy,  Lacy  A.  W.  Ginness  (part  time)^ 
Henrietta  E.  Mack  (part  time)  Florence  E.  Ginness  (part  time),  Bunners. 

Elbridge  Bradshaw,  Outside  Clerk. 

Miss  Carrie  E.  Por6e,  Beading  Boom  Attendant. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Capples,  Beading  Boom  Attendant  (evenings). 

Miss  Jennie  E.  Tyler,  Begistration  Clerk. 

Miss  Matilda  J.  Boss,  Assistant  Begistration  Clerk. 
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JANITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

William  E.  Ford,  Chief,  Thomas  Collins,  Assistant^ 

With  extra  temporary  Assistants. 

BINDING  DEPARTMENT. 

William  A.  Howland,  Cfhief,  John  L.  Barnes,  Assistant. 

Mrs.  Martha  Wheeler,  Assistarit. 


KoTB.  —  The  binderies  of  Onis  Clark  and  Jerome  Seidenstlcker  are  also 
employed. 

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT. 

Messrs.  William  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Boston. 

Messrs.  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  and  Sampson  Low,  Son  &  Marston,  Boston 
and  London. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Chrlstern,  and  M.  Charles  Reinwald,  New  York  and  Paris. 
Dr.  Felix  Fliigel,  Leipsic. 
Chev.  Eugcnlo  Albdri,  Florence. 

SUMMARY. 

Superintendent 1 

Acconntant 1 

Catalogue  Department 10 

Shelf  Department 4 

B.  H.  Circulating  Department 6 

L.  H.  Circulating  Department 16 

Janitorial  Department 2 

Binding  Department 8 

Regularly  employed  in  the  building 43 


10 
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APPENDIX  XXI. 

REPORT  ON  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

To  the  Superintendent : 

Sib,  —  Since  entering  upon  my  duties  as  Custodian  of  the 
Shelves,  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  I  have  made  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  Library,  and  herewith  present  my 

REPORT. 

That  in  the  Bates  Hall  there  were  missing  from  the 
shelves  at  time  of  examination       ....    3,654  vols. 

Of  these  there  were  found 

Loaned 853 

At  the  Binder's 1,968 

At  the  Desk  (for  reference)        •        .        •        230 
Otherwise  accounted  for     ...        .        584 

3,635 


Not  at  present  accounted  for 

Books 9 

Pamphlets 10 


19 


Four  of  these  volumes  are  marked  on  the  loan-slips  as  returned, 
and  are  without  doubt  misplaced  in  an  alcove  previously  examined. 
Of  the  remaining  five,  no  trace  has  yet  been  found.  Six  of  the 
missing  pamphlets  were  laid  aside  in  1863  with  several  thousand 
others,  for  separate  binding ;  but  as  a  different  system  has  since 
been  devised,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  have  been  bound  with 
other  pamphlets,  and  the  shelf  number  by  which  each  was  identi- 
fied merged  in  a  new  one,  so  that  they  will  only  be  discovered 
after  having  been  through  the  process  of  cataloguing.  The 
remainder  were  received  at  a  later  date,  but  may  be  accounted  for 
in  a  similar  manner. 
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In  the  Lower  Hall  there  were  missing  from  the  shelves 

at  time  of  examination 4,772  vols. 

Loaned 3,491 

At  the  Binder's 325 

Otherwise  accounted  for  .        •        •        .  886 

4,702 

Not  at  present  accounted  for 

Fiction    .        .  .        .        .        •  30 

Duplicates  of  Fiction        .        •        •        •  27 

Miscellaneous 13 

—  70 

All  of  these  missing  volumes  have  been  loaned  during  the  year, 
and  most  of  them  several  times,  as  is  shown  by  the  loan*slips. 
Probably  they  will,  at  some  future  time,  appear  on  the  shelves, 
and  their  present  disappearance  be  found  to  have  been  owing  to 
the  wrong  numbering  on  the  cover,  or  to  a  transposition  of  figures, 
or  some  other  error,  in  charging  the  loans. 

Forty  of  the  volumes  reported  missing  last  year  have  appeared 
on  the  shelves  at  the  present  examination. 

'  The  following  tabular  statement  will  show  the  number  of  books 
missing  from  each  alcove : 


1st  alcove 

4  vols. 

15th  alcove    . 

1 

vol. 

2d      ''          .        . 

1    " 

16th    " 

8 

4th      " 

6    " 

17th    " 

3 

7th      " 

18    " 

20th    " 

1 

10th   " 

2   " 

Dup's  of  4Ui  alcove 

13 

12th   " 

1    " 

"            7th      " 

14 

14th   " 

4    " 

The  large  number  of  volumes  missing  A-om  the  seventh  alcove 
may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  this  alcove  contains  the  novels 
of  Cooper,  Marryat,  Simms,  and  Mayne  Beid,  which,  being  very 
popular  and  in  constant  use,  often  require  re-covering,  and  are  thus 
more  liable  to  errors  in  numbering. 

Bespectfblly  submitted, 

L.  T.  BARTON, 

Custodian  of  ihe  Shelves. 
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NOTE  TO   M^iSSACHUSBTTS  LIBRAKIES. 

These  libraries,  where  strictly  pablic,  were  not  infVeqaently 
formed  at  the  start  Arom  some  social  library  which  was  given  to  the 
town  as  a  nucleus  for  a  free  library.  It  is  more  customary  than 
otherwise  with  such  libraries  not  to  require  guarantor's  agreement 
to  make  good  any  loss  the  library  may  experience  from  infractions 
of  the  rules  by  principals,  those  of  small  towns  relying  upon 
the  librarian's  personal  knowledge  of  the  applicants  for  cards  to 
use  the  books.  Minors,  however,  must  be  vouched  for  in  Fall 
River,  Lancaster,  Leominster,  Lynn,  and  some  other  places. 
Barnstable,  Charlestown,  Fitchburg,  Groton,  Hudson,  Peabody, 
Winchendon,  Winchester,  and  perhaps  others,  require  vouchers 
by  their  rules  in  all  cases.  The  library  of  the  Pacific  Mills,  at 
Lawrence,  has  a  hold  upon  the  operative's  wages.  It  is  not  usual 
to  require  any  annual  subscription  in  these  libraries,  when  sup- 
ported by  the  town,  or  largely  so ;  but  at  Chicopee  they  demand 
fifty  cents  a  year,  and  think  it  is  a  good  rule. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  recommended,  these  libraries  often,  as 
far  as  they  can,  accede  to  any  reasonable  demand ;  but  in  many 
cases  no  greater  weight  is  given  to  a  recommendation  because  a 
book  is  absolutely  wanted,  fitness  in  the  committee's  eyes  being 
the  sole  criterion.  Newburyport  reports  that  it  buys  "  frequently  " 
in  answer  to  such  demands.  The  Boston  Athenseum  says  it  buys 
on  an  average  three  out  of  four  that  are  recommended. 

In  the  purchase  of  duplicates,  few  of  these  libraries  have  means 
to  satisfy  the  demands  in  this  way.  Some  of  them  occasionally 
purchase  two  or  three  copies,  as  at  Fitchburg  and  New  Bedford. 
Lynn  goes  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  seven  or  eight.  The  Boston 
Mercantile  Library  once  in  a  while  goes  as  high  as  twelve  copies 
of  a  very  popular  book.  At  the  Boston  Athenseum  they  do  not 
ordinarily  duplicate  in  more  than  ten  cases  in  a  year ;  and  the 
usage  at  the  Boston  Library  Society  is  the  same. 
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APPEISDIX  XXIV. 

LIBRARIES  IN  ENGLAND. 

Retarns  have  been  received  from  thirteen  of  the  Free  town  libra 
ries,  established  under  the  Parliameotary  acts  of  1850  and  1855, 
and  from  several  of  the  associated  libraries.    The  details  are  in  a 
few  cases  amended  by  later  printed  reports  of  the  several  libraries. 

1.  WTien  established  f  The  free  library  of  Salford,  one  of  the 
suburbs  of  Manchester,  seems  to  have  been  the  earliest  in  date, 
1850 ;  and  the  two  largest  of  the  free  libraries,  those  of  Manchester 
and  Liverpool,  were  both  started  in  1852,  but  branches  have  since 
been  added  from  time  to  time.  The  third  in  importance,  Birming- 
ham, did  not  begin  till  1861  with  one  lending  library,  but  their 
plan  has  grown  to  embrace  a  reference  collection  and  five  branches 
at  the  present  date.  In  the  precincts  of  London  the  free  library 
scheme  has  not  proved  successful  at  Marylebone,  bat  in  the  Parish 
of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  John,  Westminster,  one  was  founded  in 
1857,  and  has  furnished  answers  to  some  of  the  following  ques- 
tions. That  of  Nottingham  is  the  latest  founded  from  which  wo 
have  returns. 

2.  Present  yearly  income^  and  from  what  source^  funds  or  appro* 
priatiuns ;  and  if  from  hoth^  whaJt  part  from  eacfi  f  An  act  of  Parlia- 
ment gives  towns  authority  to  levy  not  over  one  penny  in  the  pound 
valuation  for  the  support  of  free  libraries  and  museums.  The 
munificence  of  William  Brown  gave  Liverpool  a  magnificent  build- 
ing for  its  library,  and  that  wealthy  city  levies  for  its  support  the 
limit  the  law  allows,  which  now  produces  nearly  £8,000  ;  Manches- 
ter, with  the  same  limit,  has  £6,000  ;  Birmingham,  £5,000 ;  Salford, 
with  nearly  that  limit,  £1,760  ;  while  Sheffield,  levying  only  three 
farthings,  has  £1,774.  The  smaller  of  these  libraries  are  supported 
by  different  levies,  as  follows : 

Birkenhead,  one  penny,  yielding £800 

Nottingham,  one  penny,  yielding        •         •        •         •  £1,000 

Walsall,  one  penny,  yielding £300 

Bolton,  half-penny,  yielding       .•••••     £430 
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Blackburn,  half^penny,  yielding  •  •  .  .  •  £350 
St.  Margaret  and  St.  John  (Westminster),  half-penny, 

yielding £2,000 

Cambridge,  three  farthings 

Oxford,  half-penny,  yielcKng      •..'..     £200 

Which  last  is  expended  in  the  reference  department,  while  the  lend- 
ing department,  in  an  exceptional  way,  is  supported  by  a  charge  of 
one  shilling  to  each  user,  and  by  the  fines  accruing  from  the  over- 
detention  of  books.  Birmingham  derives  £200  additional  from 
fines  and  sales  of  catalogues,  and  the  corporation  has  spent  nearly 
£30,000  in  its  building.  Birmingham  has  not  been  materially  as- 
sisted  by  private  munificence,  while  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
have. 

3.  Is  it  a  drciddting  or  reference  library ^  or  both?  The  jfree 
libraries  are  almost  always  of  both  kinds,  though  that  of  Kidder- 
minster is  a  reference  one  only,  and  that  of  Walsall,  in  Stafford- 
shire, circulating  only.  The  larger  ones  have  their  circulating 
department  divided  into  branches,  located  in  different  sections  of 
the  city,  one  being  with  the  reference  collection ;  thus  Liverpool  has 
two  of  these  branches,  Birmingham  and  Manchester  five  each. 
At  Bolton,  there  was  a  subscription  library  before  the  free  library 
was  founded,  and  although  the  former  is  united  with  the  latter,  it 
is  still  maintained  separately.  The  Manchester  Library  competes 
with  the  Athenseum  of  that  city,  which  is  almost  wholly  a  circula- 
tiBg  library. 

4.  Total  number  of  volumes^  and  if  divided  into  reference  and 
circulating  departments^  the  number  to  eocA. 


Bolton 

Birkenhead 

Birmingham 

Blackburn 

Cambridge 

Kidderminster 

Liverpool  • 


Beference. 

Ciroalatlng. 

Total. 

15,442 

8,263 

23,705 

10,958 

1,761 

12,719 

22,495 

28,827 

51,322 

6,791 

7,479 

14,270 
13,544 

1,000 

1,000 

47,641 

39,035 

86,676 
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R«ferenoe.     Clreulfttton.       ToUL 

London,  St.  MdrgaretSj  etc.        .        .         800  6,600        6,900 

Manchester 86,444 

Nottingham 12,000 

Oxford 4,000  8,700        7,700 

Salford 21,000  11,000      82,000 

Sheffield 8,127  24,922      28,049 

Walsall 6,020        5,020 

At  Birmingham  the  central  circulating  library  has  about  twice 
as  many  volames  as  the  other  branches. 

5.  Average  yearly  increase  of  last  three  years. 

Bolton      .        •       8B0  vols.  London,  St.  Margarets,  etc.  2,000 

Birkenhead       .       700    "  Manchester        .         .        .  2,500 

Blackburn         .     1,200    «  Oxford       ....  150 

Kidderminster  20  to  30    '^  Salford       ....  400 

Liverpool          .    2,100    "  Sheffield     ....  1,300 

6.  Are  you  particularly  strong  in  any  specialty  and  what  f  As 
a  general  thing  these  libraries  establish  a  due  proportion  of 
every  class  of  books,  and  strive  to  keep  the  proportions  the  same, 
history  naturally  preponderating  ordinarily,  or  sharing  such  pre- 
ponderance with  local  matters,  several  of  them  striving,  as  at 
Nottingham,  to  garner  up  all  that  pertains  to  their  region.  Liver- 
pool is  thought  to  be  strong  in  topography,  and  Birmingham  in 
science  and  the  arts,  though  the  latter  library  is  founding  •a 
Shakespearian  collection,  as  of  Warwickshire  interest,  which  most 
become  of  the  utmost  importance. 

7.  What  proportion  of  your  use  of  books  is  in  novels?  This 
naturally  varies  according  to  the  policy  maintained  of  adding 
freely  or  scantily  of  current  fiction  in  their  circulating  depart- 
ments.  The  use  is  large  even  in  the  reference  department,  where 
extensive  additions  of  this  class  are  made,  as  at  Liverpool,  and 
the  proportion  is  correspondingly  small  where  the  opposite  plan 
is  pursued,  as  at  Manchester.  At  Salford,  where  their  purchases 
of  fiction  are  ninety  pet  cent,  in  their  circulating  department  and 
ten  per  cent,  in  their  reference  library,  the  use  of  such  books  is 


PUBLIC  LIBRAEY.  137 

in  jnst  the  same  ratio.  In  many  of  the  libraries,  the  plan  of  the 
British  Museum  is  followed,  of  binding  all  three-volume  novels 
in  one ;  and  in  some  libraries,  the  two  and  three  volumes  making 
a  novel  are  issued  as  one  volume,  even  when  bound  separately. 
In  these  libraries  the  class  fiction  is  not  always  kept  account  of 
strictly,  and  the  estimate  is  maiie  from  judging  of  the  proper  pro- 
portion of  classes  called  sometimes  ''Light  Literature,"  and  some- 
times, "Poljgraphy," 

At  Manchester,  while  they  report  the  use  as  small  in  the  refer- 
ence department,  it  is  given  as  55  per  cent,  in  the  circulating 
libraries ;  at  Liverpool,  it  is  83  per  pent,  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment, and  73  per  cent,  in  the  circulating ;  at  Sheffield,  as  42  per 
cent. ;  at  Birmingham,  as  40  per  cent. ;  at  Blackburn,  as  66  per 
cent. ;  at  Bolton,  as  50  per  cent. ;  at  Nottingham,  as  33  per  cent. ;  at 
Birkenhead,  as  25  per  cent.,  etc. 

At  the  associated  libraries,  the  use  is  in  corresponding  propor- 
tions. The  Carlisle  Mechanics  Institute  reports  a  large  use  in 
novels ;  that  of  Liverpool,  33  per  cent. ;  and  the  Athenasum  of 
Manchester  more  than  50  per  cent. 

7a.  What  proportion  of  your  use  is  in  juveniles?  Several  of 
these  libraries  have  separate  departments  for  younger  readers. 
That  of  London, /S'^^ar^areto,  etc.,  has  1,000  volumes,  and  is  open 
evenings  during  the  winter  months  for  youths  under  17  years. 
Nottingham  has  1,000  of  juvenile  books  out  of  12,000  in  the 
whole  library.  Two-thirds  of  the  use  of  the  reference  library  of 
Kidderminster  is  in  such  books.  At  Birkenhead  they  are  about 
establishing  a  youth's  (department,  to  see  if  they  can  diminish  the 
use  of  novels  in  the  general  collection. 

8.  WTicU  is  your  tCftal  use  of  books?  Of  these  what  part  is  used 
in  the  building  only  ?  In  many  of  these  libraries,  the  current  peri- 
odicals are  issued  in  numbers  as  they  appear,  and  these  count  in 
the  aggregates ;  and  with  those  libraries  having  the  British  patent 
specifications  and  drawings,  it  is  sometimes  the  custom  to  count 
each  specification  issued,  and  to 'reckon  all  in  the  volume  as 
being  used  when  they  are  bound  in  volumes  and  are  issued  in 
that  way. 

12* 
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Total.       tJicd  Id  BnOdiDS. 

Boltoa 

.     112,607 

89,012 

Birkenhead 

.      71,406 

10,285 

BirmiDgham 

.    859,262 

224,709» 

Blackbam  . 

,       80,046 

8,262 

Liverpool 

.     988,891 

565,344  (1982  daily) 

Lon<loD,    St.  Margare 

U,  etc.     88,656 

16,698 

Xlancbeeter 

.     807,664 

S57,048t 

Nottingham 

.     160,000 

Oxford 

.       18,790 

7,580 

Salford         . 

.     128,336 

64,663 

Sheffield      . 

.     183,104 

18,020 

WalsaU 

.       41,000 

tiinrr  tliA  nGsriilnDaB  nr 

associated  libraries  Id  the  same  Dcighborhood.  The  library  of  the 
Mechanics  Institution  of  Liverpool,  although  a  collection  of  10,- 
000  volumes,  shows  only  a  use  of  700,  with  100  of  these  used  in 
the  building. 

9.    How  many  people  are  using  your  Hbrary  f    This  is  a  very 
difficult  matter,  both  to  get  at  and  to  make  comparisoue  upon. 
Owing  to  deaths,  removals,  etc.,  a  r^stration,  continuous  for 
several  years,  wiil  contain  a  large  proportion  of  present  non-oaers. 
Thev  say  at  Sheffield  22,624  tickets  are  now  out,  and  tbeir  library 
has  been  going  for  more  than  twenty  years,  but  it  does  not  appear 
how  often  their  registration  is  reformed.    They  quote  again  their 
reading  visitors  for  the  year,  as  at  Sal  ford  ,^90 ,000 ;  and  at  Liver- 
pool, 800,000 ;  the  London,  St.  Margarets,  library,  has  registered 
c  101  j!*-_-„.  --rsona  in  ten  years.     At  Bolton,  they  say  1,700 
their  circulating  library,  and  100  persons  daily 
;e  collection.      Blackburn  reports  4,000  users; 
0 ;  Walsall,  2,000. 

116,660  were  cooated  on  th^lsBues  of  the  Patents,  and 
of  current  numbers  of  periodicals,  teaylng  62,602  for 

owing  oat  those  of  the  Patents,  Is  rednced  to  122,8S4, 
3  day  being  692  volumes  to  160  readers. 
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10.  Do  you  require  pecuniary  guarantees  from  those  who  take 
books  away  ?  The  custom  with  these  libraries  is  to  require  each 
applicant  to  produce  a  voucher,  signed  by  two  burgesses,  rate- 
payers or  householders,  guaranteeing  the  library  against  loss  before 
the  right  to  draw  books  will  be  accorded.  Ordinarily,  the  use  of 
books  iu  the  building  is  open  to  all  without  such  interposition. 
Manchester  and  Nottingham  require  only  one  signature.  Sheffield 
is  the  only  library  where  the  preliminary  certificate  is  simply  a 
recommendation. 

11.  How  many  books  do  you  lose  from  the  unfaithfulness  of 
borrowers  f  The  vouchers  required,  as  explained  under  query  No- 
lo, almost  entirely  protect  these  libraries  from  loss,  as  the  sureties 
are  looked  to  in  case  of  loss.  Some  libraries  report  losses  of  from 
one  to  six  volumes  a  year,  usually  arising  from  the  removal  of  both 
user  and  surety  from  town.  Liverpool  reports  an  uncompensated 
loss  of  thirty  in  a  circulation  of  over  400,000.  Sheffield,  where  no 
absolute  guaranty  is  required,  reports  thirty  in  165,000  issues.  The 
central  branch,  at  Birmingham,  out  of  an  issue  of  176,000,  reports 
fifLeen  lost  by  default  of  both  borrowers  and  guarantors. 

12.  How  many  are  worn  otU  in  a  year?  The  figures  under  this 
bead  are  necessarily  cumulative  as  regards  any  library,  as  every 
year's  service  carries  forward  every  book  with  different  progress 
towards  an  ultimate  state  for  condemnation.  The  Bolton  Library 
reports  eight  hundred  and  ninetj'^-nine  worn  out  in  fifteen  years. 
Birkenheod,  established  in  1856,  and  Blackburn  in  1800,  each 
report  fifty  worn  out  annually.  Liverpool,  with  a  much  larger  use 
and  more  volumes,  after  sixteen  years,  reports  one  hundred  and 
twenty  condemned  a  year,  now.  Even  the  reference  collection  at 
Kidderminster,  established  in  1855,  now  experiences  a  loss  of  eight 
or  ten  a  3  ear  from  great  use.  The  London,  St.  Margarets,  etc., 
reports  two  to  three  hundred,  and  this  library  was  begun  in  1857. 
Salford,  started  in  1860,  now  reports  sixty.  Birmingham,  with  an 
annual  use  now  of  over  300,000,  has  from  1,500  to  2,000  condemned 
yearly. 

13.  J^ hat  proportion  of  your  purdiases  are  novels?  In  several 
of  these  libraries,  the  usual  proportion  of  novels  in  their  increase 
is  about  one-third*    At  Bolton  it  is  50  per  cent. ;  at  Birmingham  20 
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per  cent.,  few  or  none  being  added  co  their  reference  department ;  at 
Sheffield  novels  form  16  per  cent,  of  their  library. 

Some  of  the  associated  libraries  obviate  the  necessity  of  bay- 
ing largely  of  this  class  of  books,  by  paying  a  fised  sum  to 
Madie's  or  some  other  London  library,  which  famishes  them  to  any 
extent  desired  with  duplicates  of  popular  books,  to  be  withdrawn 
when  the  demand  slackens.  The  Manchester  Athcnseum,  besides 
making  one-third  of  its  parchas3s  in  this  line,  pays  these  London 
libraries  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  annually  for  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  such  ephemeral  woiks  to  satisfy  any  demand  they 
may  have. 

14.  Of  your  yearly  accessionSy  what  part  are  donations  f  These 
libraries  as  a  general  thing  receive  few  donations,  and  it  is  the  ex- 
perience at  the  larger  one  that  they  are  not  of  much  value,  always 
excepting,  in  cases  where  they  are  given,  the  Patent  Documents 
and  Parliamentary  papers.  At  Salford  perhaps  a  quarter  of  their 
increase  is  such ;  at  Bolton,  a  fifth ;  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  Oxford 
Public  Library,  the  greater  part ;  and  so  at  Kidderminster,  nearly 
all  of  their  reference  collection,  which  has  so  large  a  proportion 
and  use  of  novels,  is  of  this  kind,  being  doubtless  the  leavings  of 
its  towns-people's  promiscuous  reading. 

15.  Are  your  catalogues  printed  or  manuscript;  and  if  manu' 
script^  do  you  use  the  card  system^  or  some  other?  The  returns  indi- 
cate that  the  catalogues  are  ordinarily  printed,  with  manuscript 
additions,  and  occasional  supplements  in  some  cases.  The  Birken- 
head librarian  says  his  experience  is  not  in  favor  of  the  usual 
alphabetical  catalogue  of  authors  for  free  libraries,  but  prefers  one 
of  subjects,  with  an  index  of  authors,  editors,  etc.  The  card  system 
is  used  in  some  cases  for  convenience  in  the  library.  No  mention 
is  made  of  printed  bulletins  of  accessions,  other  than  occasional 
supplements  may  supply  such ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  li- 
brary keeps  a  daily  list  of  current  additions.  The  custom  of  Shef- 
field, where  purchases  are  ordered  by  a  committee  once  a  month, 
whereby  new  books  instead  of  being  added  on  the  day  of  issue  may 
be  a  month  old  before  they  are  received,  seems  to  prevail  gener- 
ally, and  to  give  little  occasion  for  a  list  of  fresh  reading  promptly 
put  forth. 
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16.  Have  you  a  reading-room  for  periodicals  and  newspapers? 
and  hou)  many  of  each  kind  do  you  provide?  The  largest  of  these 
libraries  usually  have  such  reading-room,  and  supply  newspapers, 
local  and  metropolitan,  as  well  as  magazines  of  various  kinds. 
The  lesser  ones  expose  them  on  tables.  At  Manchester,  only  a 
few  of  the  more  popular  are  kept  on  tables,  the  most  being  deliv- 
ered upon  the  slips  in  use  in  getting  books.  Salford  reports  that 
political  newspapers  are  not  taken  in  among  the  number  regularly 
supplied  there.  Liverpool  reports  eighty  periodicals  and  news^ 
papers  on  its  list. 

17.  Do  you  issue  printed  reports  yearly ^  or  aJt  other  times? 
The  following  issue  yearly  reports,  —  Bolton,  Birkenhead,  Birming- 
ham, Blackburn,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Nottingham,  Oxford,  Sal- 
ford,  Sheffield,  and  Walsall.  The  St.  Margarets,  etc.,  London,  has 
done  so  occasionally ;  the  Kidderminster  never. 

18.  WliaJt  is  your  library  staff?  Birmingham,  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  report  the  most  extensive  service, —  a  head  librarian, 
four  or  five  assistants,  and  ten  to  fifteen  lower  assistants,  chiefly 
boys.  We  have  no  details  of  the  catalogue  department  of  either  of 
these  libraries,  and  this  work  is  in  some  cases  probably  done  by 
experts  from  London. 

19.  Do  you  cover  your  hooks?  In  all  cases  reported,  the  reply 
is  No,  except  from  Bolton  and  Walsall.  The  superintendent  at 
Salford  considers  it  a  ''  dirty  plan,"  and  that  ^'  it  spoils  a  good 
library.""  The  librarian  of  Bolton^thinks  it  enables  them  to  detect 
such  as  abuse  the  books  by  uncleanly  keeping ;  and  he  says  that 
in  certain  degrees  of  soiling,  books  are  kept  from  circulation  till 
new  covers  are  put  on. 

20.  Hov)  many  sale  duplicates  have  you?  Birmingham  alone 
reports  any  (100),  and  those  with  branch  lending  libraries  say  that 
they  are  disposed  of  in  such  departments. 

21.  How  large  is  your  pamphlet  coUection^  and  is  it  catalogued? 
None  of  these  libraries  have  done  much  in  preserving  pamphlets, 
apparently  leaving  it  to  the  larger  and  older  libraries.  Birming- 
ham reports  its  habit  to  bind  as  volumes  all  '^  worth  keeping." 
Manchester  reports  that  it  has  *'  a  good  collection  "  catalogued  in 
their  printed  volume.  Salford  reports  its  collection  as  "  not  large, 
but  bound  in  volumes  and  catalogued." 
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22.  How  fredy  do  you  buy  particular  books  which  you  are  asked 
by  your  frequenters  to  purchase?  Not  one  of  these  libraries  seem 
to  recognize  a  public  necessity  in  getting  promptly  any  unobjection- 
able book  which  may  be  wanted.  A  proposition  book  is  laid  before  a  I 
committee  once  a  month ;  perhaps,  as  at  Bolton,  two-thirds  of  its 
titles  are  approved,  but  at  Birmingham  such  only  are  approved  as 
seem  to  the  committee  ''  of  permanent  use,"  though  at  Liverpool 
the  committee  ''  buy  nearly  always,  if  the  books  are  good,^  and 
at  Manchester  the  same  monthly  process  prevails.  Some  of  the 
minor  libraries  buy  only  once  a  year ;  and  others,  the  withdrawn 
books  of  the  large  London  circulating  libraries,  which  can  be  got 
at  a  large  discount,  giving  preference  to  good  editions  with  large 
margins,  for  convenience  in  successive  bindings. 

23.  Is  your  library  open  evenings?  and  for  what  hours?  The 
morning  opening  of  these  libraries  is  about  equally  divided  between 
9  and  10  o'clock.  The  time  for  closing  varies.  Nine  is  the[usual  hour 
Liverpool  reports  10  o'clock,  but  Manchester  says  9  o'clock.  Sheffield 
keeps  its  lending  library  open  till  9  ;  its  reference  hall  till  9.30. 

24.  Wliat  part  of  the  year  is  your  library  closed?  Is  it  closed 
annually  for  examination  ?  Liverpool  is  the  only  library  which 
reports  a  negative  to  both  questions.  Manchester  takes  three  days 
each  quarter  for  the  reference  library,  and  eight  days  a  year  for 
each  lending  branch.  Birmingham  does  not  close  its  reference 
collection  at  all,  but  takes  fourteen  days  at  Christmas,  and  the 
same  at  mid-summer  for  the  branches.  Sheffield  does  the  same. 
Salford  limits  the  time  in  the  lending  department  to  three  days  each 
quarter.  Some  of  the  lesser  libraries  don't  close  at  all,  some  take 
part  of  a  day  or  week,  and  others  a  week  or  so  during  the  year. 

25.  Are  your  books  arranged  by  classifications^  and  how  minute 
are  these  classifications?  In  no  instance  are  their  divisions  by 
countries,  as  is  partly  the  case  with  us.  A  few  of  the  lesser 
libraries  have  nothing  but  an  alphabetical  arrangement.  Oxford 
calls  everything  not  a  tale  or  novel  of  the  class  Miscellaneous. 
Liverpool  makes  fifteen  general  classes ;  Mi^nchester  but  six,  with 
various  subdivisions;  Sheffield,  fourteen,  with  no  subdivisions. 
Where  any  attempt  is  made,  the  scheme  of  Manchester  seems  to 
be  more  commonly  followed.  See  table  opposite  p.  192  of  Edwards 
on  Free  Libraries. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  143 

26.  Is  there  any  rival  library  in  your  neighborhood  which  mate- 
rially prevents  a  larger  use  of  yours  f  From  the  free  public  libraries, 
the  response  is  in  every  case  in  the  negative.  Manchester  reports 
that  there  is  no  influence  to  decrease  their  circulation,  notwith- 
standing the  neighboring  free  library  of  Salford,  the  Chetham, 
some  twelve  or  more  libraries  connected  with  institutions,  Mudie's 
subscription  library,  and  about  a  hundred  lesser  ones  of  the  sort. 
Birmingham  reports  that  there  are  in  that  city  2,000  one  guinea 
subscribers  to  various  libraries,  but  instead  of  impeding  one  another 
as  rivals,  they  help  each  other.  Sheffield  says  they  have  a  large 
and  old  established  circulating  library  in  the  next  building,  but  it 
does  not  influence  their  usefulness.  Birkenhead  reports  that  the 
circulating  library  of  a  neighboring  bookseller  has  increased  its 
business  since  the  establishment  of  the  free  library ;  while  Bolton 
says  that  the  issues  of  the  Mechanics  Institute  Library  in  that 
town  have  materially  decreased ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Liver- 
pool Mechanics'  Institute  writes,  ''  Free  public  libraries  have 
almost  abolished  the  necfesity  of  such  a  library  as  ours.  Before 
the  establishment  of  these,  it  was  well  used.  It  is  now  to  all  prac- 
tical purposes  defunct." 

2  7.  Between  what  ages  are  most  of  your  frequenters  f  The  reply 
from  the  free  libraries  is  almost  invariably  ^'  from  14  or  15  to  20 
or  25  years  of  age.'*  Salford  reports  two-thirds  of  its  borrowers 
young.     Birkenhead  has  779  youths  to  3,000  adults  in  its  list. 

28.  Wfia^  is  your  system  of  charging  books  to  borrowers  9  The 
purport  of  this  query  was  in  most  cases  misunderstood.  The  detail 
wanted  came,  however,  from  Birmingham  and  Manchester,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  a  slip  system  of  charging  issues  is  in  use  any- 
where among  these  libraries.  Both  the  libraries  above-named  use 
a  day-book,  in  which  each  day's  issues  are  entered  in  the  order  of 
issue,  the  record  preserving  the  progressive  number  in  the  day's 
work,  the  location-number  of  the  book,  and  the  number  of  the  bor- 
rowers' card.  Slips  pasted  in  the  back  cover  of  the  book  have  at 
the  same  time  entered  upon  them  the  date  and  corresponding  pro- 
gressive number,  and  when  the  book  is  returned  these  data  direct 
the  receiver  to  the  entry  in  the  day-book,  so  that  it  can  be  can- 
celled.   At  Manchester  another  book  is  added,  which  enables  them 
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to  get  the  same  class  of  statistics  we  find  presented  to  us  by  the 
daily  assortment  of  retamed  slips.  This  is  called  a  ^*  stock-and- 
issne  book,**  which  serves  the  purpose  of  shelf-lists,  in  account- 
ing for  books  at  the  periodic  examinations.  Short  titles  are  entered 
in  this  in  the  progressive  order  of  their  location  numbers.  Every 
morning  the  day-book  record  of  the  preceding  day  is  read  aloud 
by  an  attendant,  who  gives  the  location  number  of  each  issue. 
By  this  another  finds  the  record  in  the  "  stock-and-issue  book,** 
and  notes  against  it  briefly  the  date.  By  a  similar  reading  the 
entry  of  date  is  crossed  out  when  the  book  is  returned,  and  if 
the  same  book  is  immediately  issued  again,  when  this  new  issue  is 
noted,  the  old  one  is  cancelled. 

29.  How  freely  do  you  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books?  The 
branch  library  system  of  the  larger  libraries  partially  obviates  the 
necessity  of  increasing  duplicates  in  each  branch.  Birmingham 
buys  up  to  six ;  Manchester  puts  two  or  three  copies  at  most  in 
each  branch ;  Liverpool  very  seldom  more  than  one  copy.  Where 
there  are  no  branches,  as  at  Sheffield  and  Nottingham,  they  go  up 
in  some  cases  as  high  as  six  or  eight  copies ;  Blackburn,  two  or 
three ;  Salford,  three,  etc.  At  some  of  the  minor  libraries,  where 
the  custom  is  to  issue  three-volume  novels  as  one  book,  they  give 
out  only  one  volume  at  a  time  in  cases  of  more  than  the  usual 
popular  demand. 

Some  of  the  associated  libraries  avoid  the  necessity  of  buying 
such  by  subscribing  at  Mudie's,  in  London,  by  which  they  get 
a  stipulated  number  of  copies  of  new  books  lent  them.  The 
library  (40,000  volumes)  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  So- 
ciety of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  paj's  Mudie,  for  instance,  £180 
yearly,  and  is  entitled  to  a  dozen  copies  of  all  new  books. 


APPENDIX  XXV. 

LIBRARIES  IN  CONTINENTAL  EUROPE. 

A  portion  of  the  returns  from  these  Libraries  can  be  best  tabu- 
lated in  this  wise : 
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6.  Are  you  particularly  strong  in  any  specialty^  and  whatf 
The  Dresden  Library  seems  to  be  constituted  more  in  accordance 
with  the  schemes  prevalent,  largely  by  necessity,  in  the  fashioning 
of  a  large  library  with  us,  for  the  report  places  History  and  its 
material  first,  and  modern  polite  literature  second.  The  Berlin  i 
Library  reports  itself  as  "  generally**  strong.  The  Hamburg  City 
Library  is  devoting  its  main  efforts,  very  properly,  to  illustrating 

its  local  history.  Munich  presents  relatively  the  greater  strength 
in  Sdavonian  literature,  and  Vpsala  naturally  in  Swedish. 
Leyden  is  remarkable  for  its  Latin  and  Arabic  Manusmpts.  At 
Bonn  it  is  the  old  classics ;  at  Breslau^  Theology  and  such  clas- 
sics. At  Trevesj  the  library  being  formed  by  uniting  university, 
Jesuit  and  monastic  collections,  it  is  rich  in  manuscripts  of  the 
middle  ages  and  incunabula.  Strasbourg  is  rich  in  history.  0?ient 
puts  Jurisprudence  first,  then  belles-lettres ;  and  the  annual  allowance 
of  money  granted  this  library  is  divided  so  that  one-sixth  goes  for 
administrative  expenses,  two-sixths  for  purchases,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  f&culty,  in  the  sciences ;  and  one-sixth  each  is  allowed 
for  this  purpose  to  each  of  the  faculties  of  philosophy  (including 
general  literature),  law  and  medicine.  Toumay,  being  originally 
the  library  of  the  Cathedral,  is  richest  in  theology. 

7.  18.  19,  29.  What  proportion  of  your  use  is  in  navels?  In 
juveniles?  What  proportion  of  your  purchases  are  novels?  Do  you 
cover  your  books  ?  How  freely  do  you  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books  ? 
With  the  single  exception  of  Munich,  these  libraries  show  of 
course  a  constitution  in  relation  to  popular  wants  far  different 
ftrom  our  own.  They  have  little  of  this  kind  of  book,  seldom  buy 
them,  or  only  such  from  various  languages  as  are  used  for  philo- 
logical purposes,  though  IJpsala  reports  a  large  collection,  which 
has  come  from  donations.  Hamburg  confines  itself  to  such  as  are 
printed  in  that  city.  Bremen  buys  none  whatever.  Where  the 
magnitude  of  the  library,  and  the  general  character,  as  at  Berlin, 
render  the  possession  of  them  a  creditable  necessity,  every  effort 
is  made  to  check  any  use  of  them,  and  also  of  plays,  poems  and 
polite  literature  generally,  except  for  literary  purposes,  as  issues 
are  made  of  them  only  on  this  groand.  At  Munich,  however, 
between  three  and  four  hundred  florins  are  spent  yearly  on  novels 
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in  varioas  languages.  As  to  the  use  of  them,  the  Director  replies : 
^^  This  question  cannot  be  answered,  because  we  keep  no  account ; 
but  the  demand  for  novels  is  unfortunately  very  large,  and  larger 
than  it  should  be.  Juvenile  books  we  do  not  have,  or  only  such 
as  come  to  us  under  the  copyright  law ;  but  they  are  seldom  lent 
out,  on  account  of  the  wear  to  which  they  would  come.  Although 
at  liberty  to  come  here,  the  lower  classes  keep  away  entirely,  and 
find  their  wants  supplied  in  other  directions.  We  have  accordingly 
no  need  of  duplicates  of  popular  books,  and  only  supply  the 
library  with,  in  some  cases,  an  extra  copy  or  two  of  much-sought 
works  in  the  higher  departments."  As  a  matter  of  course  this 
last  determination  about  popular  duplicates  prevails  in  all  these 
libraries ;  and  fdrther,  with  the  exception  of  Bremen,  they  seem  to 
have  no  occasion  to  cover  their  books,  and  only  one  other,  Leyden, 
reports  that  some  most  in  use  are  protected  in  this  way. 

9.  10.  11.  12.  27.  How  many  people  are  using  your  library?  Do 
you  require  pecuniary  guaranties  from  those  who  take  books  away  ? 
How  many  books  do  you  lose  from  the  unfaithfulness  of  borrowers  * 
How  many  are  v)om  out  in  a  year?  Between  what  ages  are  m^st  of 
your  frequenters  9  The  number  of  people  frequenting  these  libraries 
is  never  accurately  known.  Berlin  reports  some  hundreds  daily. 
At  Bonn  the  entire  number  of  different  persons  for  the  year  is  put 
at  1,000,  of  which  eight  hundred  are  students  of  the  university. 
Basely  Leyden  and  Hamburg  report  about  three  hundred  different 
frequenters  each ;  Bremen  about  six  hundred ;  MenJtz^  four  hundred ; 
Strasbourg,  three  hundred  and  fifty  borrowers,  and  four  hundred  to 
five  hundred  readers  in  the  building.  Ghent  reports  forty  to  fifty 
readers  a  day.  Toumay  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  borrowers  and 
four  hundred  readers  in  the  building. 

These  libraries  require  invariably  a  guaranty  f^om  all  outside  of 
prescribed  ranks  or  relationship  to  the  library,  and  their  rules  often 
describe  the  exact  officials  whose  warrant  is  sufficient.  House- 
holders are  sometimes  substituted,  as  at  Breslau.  The  stringent 
requirements  of  the  rules  at  Munich  have  been  much  relaxed  of  late 
years,  and  burghers  of  solid  character  are  recognized  of  right,  even 
when  not  of  civil  position.  At  Bonn  the  students,  who  naturally  at 
University  libraries  form  a  large  part  of  the  frequenters,  are 
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vouched  for  by  the  professors.  At  some  a  deposit  of  money  is 
sometimes  taken,  but  at  Berlin  this  is  strictly  prohibited.  The  card 
issued  to  borrowers  at  the  latter  library  bears  an  explicit  agreement 
of  the  bearer  that  all  books  borrowed  shall  be  caref  ally  handled  and 
not  defaced  in  any  way,  while  the  slip  used  in  getting  the  books 
states  that  it  is  expressly  understood  that  any  borrower  not  reporting 
defect  or  injury  to  a  book  within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  receiv. 
ing  it  will  be  held  answerable  for  the  same. 

The  losses  under  these  conditions  are  very  few,  and  all  are 
usually  made  good  by  either  borrower  or  guarantor.  Berlin  reports 
few  if  any  losses ;  Dresden  says  they  experience  at  most  not  over 
one  book  lost  in  a  year ;  Leyden  reports  ten  in  forty  years ;  TVeve^, 
very  seldom  even  one ;  Strasbourg^  one  in  three  years ;  Upsala^ 
none  in  ten  years ;  Bremen^  six  in  the  same  space  of  time ;  and 
Tuumay  less  than  three  yearly. 

Worn  out  books  naturally  almost  never  occur  in  libraries  with- 
out popular  use ;  at  most,  a  few  volumes  rebound  during  the  year 
will  compensate  all  wear.  Mentz^  however,  reports  four  to  ten  worn 
out  yearly. 

The  frequenters  at  these  libraries  used  by  students  are  mostly 
of  that  class,  and  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  twenty-four, 
or  in  few  cases  up  to  thirty ;  while  outside  of  this  class  there  seems 
to  be  no  definite  way  of  ascertaining  the  usual  ages  of  people 
using  the  libraries.  Bremen  reports  its  frequenters  "  young  men." 
Mentz  says  "  the  most  are  quite  young  or  old  men."  Strasbourg 
reports  "  between  twenty  and  thirty-five ;  "  Toumoj/y  "  between 
twenty-five  and  fifty." 

]5.  21.  Are  your  catalogues  printed  or  manuscripty  and  if 
mant^scripty  do  you  u^e  the  card  system  or  some  other  f  How  large  is 
your  pamphlet  coUectiony  and  is  it  catalogued  f  As  a  rule  in  these 
libraries,  the  catalogues  are  not  now  printed,  though  some  have  had 
such  in  past  times.  At  Breslau  the  alphabetical  catalogue  is  in 
160  volumes,  the  classed  catalogue  in  86,  and  those  of  the  manu- 
scripts and  incunabula  in  one  each ;  that  of  the  latter  class  only 
being  on  cards.  At  Berlin  each  title  is  entered  in  an  official 
chronological  register  [accessions  catalogue]  ;  in  the  alphabetical 
catalogue,  now  embracing  800  volumes,  and  again  in  the  classed 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  149 

catalogue,  which  is  supplied  also  with  indexes.    At  Bremen  they 
have  had  no  printed  catalogue  since  1883  ;  their  classed  catalogue  is 
entirely  of  later  date  and  wholly  written ;  while  they  have  a  card 
catalogue  in  progress  for  their  new  alphabetical  enumeration.    At 
Bonn  the  two  catalogues  of  alphabetical  and  classed  character  are 
each  kept  up,  the  latter  on  cards.    At  Dresden  folios  are  used,  but 
they  are  now  making  both  alphabetical  and  subject-matter  cata- 
logues on  cards.    At  GJient  the  last  catalogue  of  their  manuscripts, 
800  in  number,  was  printed  in  1852.    The   alphabetical  catalogue 
of  their  printed  books  is  in  18  great  registers,  each  given  to  some 
classification.     They  have  also,  on  detached  sheets,  one  general 
alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  whole  collection.      At  Hamburg  the 
alphabetical  catalogue  makes  33  thick  folios,  and  the  classed  cata- 
logue 350  folios,  though  they  are  now  substituting  a  card  system 
for  the  latter.    At  Leyden  they  use  a  combination  card-and-print 
system,  which  seems  to  be  well  devised.    The  titles  are  printed  on 
sheets  of  thin  paper.    They  are  then  cut  out  and  pasted  on  five 
sets  of  cards,  which  are  then  distributed  among  the  five  catalogue 
series  which  are  regularly  kept  up,  viz : 

1.  Alphabetical  catalogue  for  public  use. 

2.  Ditto  for  ofiScial  use. 

3.  Systematic,  or  classed  catalogue. 

4.  Series,  or  stand  catalogue  [shelf-lists]. 
5t    Accessions  catalogue. 

At  Strasbourg  their  classed  catalogue  is  in  83  folios ;  and  they 
are  making  an  alphabetical  catalogue  on  cards.  At  Toumay 
they  are  now  printing  a  complete  catalogue,  which  will  make 
five  volumes ;  and  their  service  catalogues  are  two  in  manuscript, 
one  a  register  and  the  other  on  cards. 

At  Munich  the  only  printed  catalogue  they  have  is  an  incom- 
plete one  of  the  manuscripts,  embracing  10,600  of  their  27,000 ; 
while  their  catalogue  of  books  is  written,  and  of  three  kinds. 
I.  An  alphabetical  general  catalogue,  which  down  to  1839  is 
in  bound  folios,  and  since  that  date  is  kept  on  sheets.  II.  A 
shelf  catalogue,  in  bound  volumes.  III.  A  general  class  catalogue 
in  progress.    At  Upsala  the  folio  system  is  used. 

The  treatment  of  pamphlets  varies  in  the    several   libraries. 

13* 
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At  Berlin  they  are  all  catalogued ;  but  at  Basd  the  reverse  is 
the  case.  Of  the  100,000  at  ISonw,  the  greater  part  are  cata- 
logued. At  Dresden  they  are  kept  in  boxes,  and  at  Munich  in 
bound  volumes,  either  bound  singly  or  by  series,  scattered  in 
their  proper  places  according  to  the  classifications  of  the  library. 
At  Upsala  they  are  catalogued,  and  when  forming  regular  series 
bound  ;  otherwise  they  are  kept  in  boxes  together. 

16.  Have  you  a  reading  room  for  periodicals  and  newspapers^ 
and  how  ma7iy  of  each  do  you  provide  f  As  a  general  thing  such 
a  room  is  not  provided  in  these  libraries.  Berlin^  however,  fur- 
nishes one  on  a  grand  scale,  with  600  different  periodicals  in 
all  languages.  At  Leyden  there  is  one  with  350,  and  at  Basel 
one  with  132  periodicals;  newspapers  are  invariably  omitted. 
The  Munich  Library  also  has  a  collection  of  about  600  in  its 
reading  room,  beside  62  newspapers,  chiefly  Bavarian,  received 
under  the  copyright  law. 

20.  How  many  sale  duplicates  have  you  f  Munich  names  the 
largest  figures  50,000,  which  they  report  are  considered  more  as 
waste-paper  than  otherwise,  as  the  best  part  of  their  extraordina- 
rily rich  duplicate  collection  has  been  sold.  Basel  names  5,000 ; 
Hamburg  several  thousand;  while  Dresden  reports  very  few. 
Treves  has  had  by  the  union  of  the  several  libraries  which  com- 
pose its  town  library  many  duplicates,  which  they  are  selling  by 
degrees. 

22.  How  freely  do  you  buy  particular  books  which  you  are  asked 
by  your  frequenters  to  purchase  9  Proposition  books  are  not  uncom- 
mon in  these  libraries,  and  they  are  put  at  stated  times  before 
commissions ;  or  in  the  university  libraries  books  are  bought  at  the 
instance  of  the  professors ;  but  it  would  seem  that  at  Berlin  any 
requirement  of  this  kind  can  be  promptly  met,  as  the  personal 
judgment  of  Dr.  Pertz  is  only  required.  Dbector  Halm,  of  the 
Munich  Library,  writes  that  their  collection  is  now  so  large  and 
strong  in  every  department  that  such  requests  are  not  of  frequent 
occurrence ;  but  that  they  meet  such  as  come  in,  if  the  book  is  of 
sterling  value.  At  Bremen  they  "  take  particular  care  to  purchase 
such  books."  The  librarian  at  Strasbourg  writes,  "  such  a  case  has 
never  happened  since  I  have  been  in  charge." 
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28.  24.  Is  your  library  open  evenings?  What  part  of  the  year 
is  your  library  dosed?  Is  it  closed  annually  for  examination?  In 
no  instance,  Strasbourg  excepted,  are  these  libraries  open  in 
the  evening ;  and  in  the  daytime  tlie  opening  is  confined  to  two  or 
three  hoars,  or  at  most  to  six  or  seven.  They  are  usually  closed 
from  three  to  six  weeks,  beside  the  customary  holidays,  the  univer- 
sity libraries  being  generally  shut  in  vacation  time.  Their  circu- 
lation  is  not  large,  and  the  usual  revision  of  the  books  often  takes 
place  during  the  season  of  service. 

25.  Are  your  books  arranged  by  classifications,  and  how  minute 
are  those  dassificatiorut?  A  minute  system  of  classification  almost 
invariably  prevails  in  these  libraries.  At  Breslau,  for  instance, 
they  have  twenty-eight  grand  divisions  and  many  subdivisions ; 
and  at  Munich  the  main  divisions  are  twelve  in  number,  and  the 
subdivisions  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The  system  of  each 
is  more  or  less  dependent  on  the  peculiar  constitution  of  each 
library. 
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APPENDIX    XXVI. 

FORM  OF  CIRCULAR  SENT  TO  LIBRARIES. 

Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass.,            18 
To  The  Principal  Librarian  of  the 


.In  the  hope  that  yoa  can  aid  as  in  preparing  some  statistics 
regarding  the  work  done  by  the  libraries  of  the  country,  I  venture 
to  ask  you  to  write  in  the  answers  which  yon  can  make  for  yonr 
library  to  the  following  questions,  and  to  return  this  sheet  in  the 
enclosed  envelope  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  within  the 
current  month,  if  possible. 

Bespectfhlly, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR,  8vpeHnUndetU. 

1  •    When  established  ? 

2.  Present  yearly  income,  and  from  what  source,  fhnds  or  ap- 
propriations ;  and  if  from  both,  what  part  from  each? 

3.  Is  it  a  circulating  or  reference  library,  or  both? 

4.  Total  number  of  volumes,  and  if  divided  into  circulating 
and  reference  departments,  the  number  to  each? 

5.  Average  yearly  increase  of  the  last  three  years? 

6.  Are  you  particularly  strong  in  any  specialty,  and  what? 

7.  What  proportion  of  your  use  of  books  is  in  novels?  In 
juveniles? 

8.  What  is  your  yearly  total  use  of  books?  Of  these,  what 
part  are  used  in  the  building  only  ? 

9.  How  many  people  are  using  your  library? 

10.  Do  you  require  pecuniary  guarantees,  or  vouchers  from 
responsible  persons,  of  those  who  take  books  away,  whether  minors 
or  of  age? 

11.  How  many  books  do  you  lose  from  the  unfaithfulness  of 
borrowers  ? 

12.  IIow  many  are  worn  out  in  a  year? 
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13.    What  proportion  of  your  purchases  are  novels? 

14     Of  your  yearly  accessions,  what  part  are  donations? 

15.  Are  your  catalogues  printed  or  manuscript ;  and  if  manu- 
script, do  you  use  the  card  system,  or  some  other? 

16.  Have  you  a  reading  room  for  periodicals  and  newspapers, 
and  how  many  of  each  kind  do  you  provide  ? 

17.  Do  you  issue  printed  reports  yearly,  or  at  other  times? 

18.  What  is  your  library  staff? 

19.  Do  you  cover  your  books? 

20.  How  many  sale  duplicates  have  you? 

21.  How  large  is  your  pamphlet  collection,  and  is  it  cata- 
logued? 

22.  How  freely  do  you  buy  particular  books  you  are  asked  by 
your  frequenters  to  purchase  ? 

23.  Is  your  library  open  evenings,  and  for  what  hours? 

24.  What  part  of  the  year  is  your  library  closed?    Is  it  closed 
annually  for  examination  ? 

25.  Are  your  books  arranged  by  classifications,  and  how  minute 
are  these  classifications? 

26.  Is  there  any  rival   library  in  your  neighborhood  which 
materially  prevents  a  larger  use  of  yours? 

27.  Between  what  ages  are  the  most  of  your  frequenters  ? 

28.  What  is  your  system  of  charging  books  to  borrowers? 

29.  How  freely  do  you  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books? 

80.    If  you  have  printed  Catalogues,  Reports,  Rules,  or  By- 
Laws,  will  you  kindly  enclose  them  to  us,  if  not  already  sent? 
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In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Jane  27, 1870. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Attest : 

S.  F,  McCLEARY,  Ciiy  Clerk. 
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PuBUO  LiBBABT,  BOSTON,  June  14^  1870. 

His  Honor  N.  B.  Shurilefff  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston :  . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Ordinance  of  1869  relative  to  the  Public  Library. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  4th  section  of  an 
ordinance  concerning  the  Public  Library,  passed  2l9t  Sept.; 
1869,  the  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil their  Eighteenth  Annual 

REPORT, 

being  the  first  made  under  the  new  Ordinance,  and  including  the 
history  of  the  institution  for  the  period  of  nine  months,  from  1st 
August,  1869,  to  30th  April,  1870.  This  change  of  the  Library 
year  has  the  great  convenience  of  making  the  financial  statement 
conform  to  the  City  year,  and  thereby  rendering  the  accounts 
more  intelligible,  as  they  will  hereafter  agree  with  the  Auditor's 
figures  as  given  in  his  annual  summary.  Bat  in  examining  the 
details  of  this  document,  with  the  tables  accompanying,  and  in 
making  comparison  with  previous  records,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  present  results  indicate  the  work  of  nine  instead 
of  twelve  months. 

The  Appendices  of  this  Report  as  usual  comprise  Reports  of 
the  Examining  Committee  and  of  the  Superintendent.  The 
first  of  these  (Appendix  A)  proceeds,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  by  their  unanimous  approval,  from  the  hand  of 
Rev.  W.  R.  Alger.  His  associates  in  the  examination  were 
Rev.  Geo.  Putnam,  D.  D.,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  Hon. 
Josiah  G.  Abbott,  R.  M.  Hodges, jr.,  M.  D.,  Greorge  Homer,  Esq., 
and  Henry  P.  Kidder,  Esq.,  from  the  citizens  at  large. 
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The  annual  supervision  of  the  institation  bj  a  number  o 
gentlemen;  entirely  independent  in  method  of  examination  and 
in  their  expression  of  opinion,  mast  always  have  great  weight 
in  informing  the  City  Oovernment  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
large  trust  is  executed  by  its  managers. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  (Appendix  B.)  contains 
the  statements  required  by  the  Ordinance,  and  also  the  tables 
necessary  to  give  a  proper  understanding  of  the  manifold  details 
inseparable  from  the  daily  service  of  a  well-governed  library. 

In  the  last  report  of  this  Board;  it  was  stated  in  reference  to 
the  new  system  of  shelf  examination,  inaugurated  upon  the  plan 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent;  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  Library  doors  open  throughout  the  year,  that 
there  seemed  little  doubt  tbat  a  second  trial  would  confirm  the 
favorable  conclusions  of  the  first.  This  expectation  has  been 
fully  realized.  So  far  as  is  apparent,  the  sbelf  inquisitions  are 
quite  as  searching,  and  the  books  missing  as  carefully  followed, 
the  losses  as  clearly  made  out,  as  when  the  Library  was  closed 
a  month  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  same  facts.  Pro- 
vided no  unforeseen  obstacles  arise,  the  arrangement  may  be 
considered  as  fully  adopted  for  the  future ;  and  one  may  reason- 
ably expect  that  the  Public  Library  will  hereafter  be  open  more 
days  in  the  year  than  any  kindred  organization  known  to  the 
Board. 

Li  seeking  to  "extend  the  benefits  of  the  institution  as 
widely  as  possible  among  the  citizens  and  residents  of  Boston,'* 
the  regulations  governing  public  access  to  the  books  and  period- 
icals have  been  framed,  it  is  believed,  upon  a  more  liberal  scale 
than  elsewhere  exists ;  but  a  further  change  in  the  direction  of 
freedom  has  been  accepted  by  the  Board,  which  will  hereafter 
distribute  the  books  with  the  smallest  protection  compatible 
with  the  certainty  of  their  due  return  to  the  shelves. 

The  City  Gouocil,  in  its  annual  appropriation  bill,  confirmed 
the  decision  of  the  Trustees  to  establish  a  Branch  Library  at 
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East  Boston,  by  granting  the  necessary  funds.  Progress  has 
already  been  made  in  the  selection  of  the  books,  and  they  will, 
with  the  remainder  yet  to  be  purchased,  be  transferred  and  ar- 
ranged for  use,  as  soon  as  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
of  the  City  Government  shall  have  provided  suitable  apart- 
ments for  their  accommodation  and  for  the  reading-room.  The 
operations  of  this  first  Branch  will  be  watched  with  great 
interest;  as  upon  its  success,  must,  in  a  large  degree,  depend  a 
continuance  of  the  same  form  of  public  .instruction  and  bene- 
faction in  other  districts  of  the  City. 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  the  annual  increase  in  use  is 
larger  proportionately  than  the  yearly  additions  of  books.  The 
library  now  contains  160,573  volumes,  of  which  130,664  are 
deposited  in  the  Bates  Hall,  and  29,909  in  the  Lower  Hall,  an 
increase  of  7,775  volumes  since  the  last  numeration.  Since 
the  last  registration  22,654  persons  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  privileges  of  the  institution,  and  have  used  in  the  230  days 
when  the  Library  was  open  209,228  volumes,  an  average  of 
daily  circulation  of  917  volumes,  against  770  of  the  previous 
year,  and  the  largest  average  yet  known  in  the  Library  history. 

Of  these  209,228  books,  161,631  have  been  used  from  the 
Lower  Hall  Library,  and  47,597  from  the  Bates  Hall.  From 
this  large  number  of  issues,  but  26  books,  or  one  out  of  every 
8,047,  have  been  lost,  or  are  beyond  present  recovery.  It  may 
be  remarked,  also,  that  the  use  of  the  Bates  Hall  Library  is 
larger  for  these  nine  months  than  during  the  whole  of  any  pre- 
vious year,  showing  an  increasing  understanding  of  its  value 
and  usefulness,  and  it  may  be  hoped  affording  an  indication  that 
a  taste  for  the  higher  class  of  books  is  extending  among  its  fre- 
quenters. The  statistics  of  the  Beading  Room  also  indicate  a 
larger  appreciation  of  that  popular  department  Its  total  read- 
ers amounted  to  117,202,  nearly  26,000  more  than  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  grouping  together  of  these  figu^res  will  suffi- 
ciently indicate  that  there  is  no  falling  off  of  popular  interest  in 
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the  institutiou,  and  that  its  resources  of  all  descriptions  are 
most  fully  used  by  the  community  of  which  it  forms  the  great 
intellectual  reservoir. 

How  far  the  circulation  is  affected  by  want  of  suitable  ac- 
commodation for  the  visitors;  awaiting  the  return  and  delivery 
of  bookS;  is  only  matter  for  conjecture.  Undoubtedly  many 
are  deterred  from  coming  by  the  crowd  at  the  hours  most  con- 
venient for  attendance,  and  this  difficulty  can  only  be  remedied 
by  providing  more  commodious  and  extensive  public  halls.  To 
obviate  this  inconvenience  in  part,  the  Trustees  have  recently 
adopted  measures  which  have  materially  diminished  the  average 
delay  in  delivery,  and  have  thus  rendered  access  measurably 
easier  at  the  hours  of  largest  frequenting. 

The  catalogue  work  has  gone  forward  with  all  the  rapidity 
which  the  officers  of  the  institution  can  command.  But  with 
their  utmost  diligence,  they  cannot  control  the  work  done  out- 
side of  its  walls.  The  Finding  List  for  Poetry  and  the  Drama,  so 
long  promised  and  expected,  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
printed.  It  is  possible  that  the  City  authorities  may  hereafter 
find  it  consistent  with  the  public  interests  to  permit  the  Trustees 
to  contract  for  their  own  printing,  which  entirely  varies  in  charac- 
ter from  any  other  work  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  contract- 
ors by  any  of  the  departments  of  the  government,  and  requires 
very  different  executive  ability.  This  subject  is  the  more  im- 
portant as  the  preparatory  work  for  the  Second  Supplement  of  the 
Bates  Hall  Library  has  alrea'dy  begun.  Convenience  of  public 
access  to  the  books,  and  proportionally  extent  of  use,  depend 
largely  upon  the  promptness  of  the  cataloguing  department.  It 
is  a  well-established  part  of  the  system  under  which  this  Li- 
brary is  administered,  that  every  information  should  be  furnished 
by  the  daily  records  which  is  needed  to  show  the  inquirer  the 
acquisition  either  of  books  or  the  references  relating  to  subjects 
upon  which  knowledge  is  desired.  A  library  without  such 
means  of  use  is  like  an  unworked  and  unexplored  gold  mine. 
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The  report  of  the  last  Committee  oa  Public  Baildings,  rein- 
forced by  two  successive  Examining  Committees,  recommending 
action  on  the  part  of  the  City  Government  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  a  building  suitable  for  the  present  and  future  wants 
of  this  institution,  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
Committee,  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  for  movement.  Lit- 
tle can  be  said  at  present  in  addition  to  the  strongly-worded 
statement  of  this  Board  in  its  last  annual  Report,  but  it  fs  proper 
to  add  here  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  light  and  air 

ft 

admitted  to  the  present  building  from  the  westerly  boundary  are 
to  be  seriously  curtailed  by  the  proposed  erection  of  a  lofty 
structure  covering  the  whole  site  of  the  estate  adjoining. 

One  thing  more  should  be  added.  It  is  indisputably  wise, 
that  when  the  Library  is  removed,  it  should  go  to  a  site  where 
it  may  remain  for  the  future  without  disturbance  of  light  and 
air, —  a  site  convenient  of  access,  and  sufficiently  large  to  admit 
of  ample  space  around  the  building^  either  as  a  portion  of  the 
property,  or  as  bounded  upon  streets  itlready  established.  The 
refusal  of  such  an  estate  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  —  to  be 
dealt  with  as  may  seem  expedient  to  the  City  authorities. 

The  proposed  foundation  in  the  City  of  the  new  Museum  of 
Art  is  matter  of  public  congratulation.  It  adds  another  to  the 
great  educational  institutions,  which  should  find  their  appro* 
priate  home  in  Boston.  By  the  arrangements  of  its  Trustees, 
it  is  understood  that  provision  is  to  be  made  foi*  the  custody  of 
the  Tosti  collection  of  engravings,  and  for  such  other  works  of 
art,  the  property  of  the  City,  as  are  deposited  in  this  building. 
Such  a  removal,  and  the  terms  under  which  they  shall  be  kept 
safely,  will  be  the  subject  of  future  negotiation  with  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Museum,  and  will  require,  in  any  event,  the  consent 
of  the  donors  to  any  such  transfer  of  trust. 

Under  the  continued  fostering  care  of  the  City,  and  of  its 
private  benefactors,  the  Library  now  contains  a  collection  of 
books  and  works  of  art  of  which  the  community  may  well  be 
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proud.  It  has  been  wisely  determined  that  these  treasures 
shall  be  accessible  to  every  inhabitant  of  Boston,  subject  only 
to  such  restrictions  as  shall  secure  proper  oversight  for  the  pur- 
pose of  insuring  inviolate  their  transmission  to  succeeding  gene- 
rations. To  feW;  if  to  any  other,  centres  of  population  are  such 
privileges  afiforded ;  and  upon  the  manner  in  which  thej  are 
used  and  valued,  must  depend  their  maintenance.  An  educa- 
tional institution  of  the  highest  type,  it  should  be  kept  aloof 
from  every  influence  not  leading  to  intellectual  results,  or  which 
would  entangle  it  with  any  interest  tending  to  diminish  the  cou- 
fidcnce  or  respect  which  it  has  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  it  is  hoped 
deserved. 

WM.  W.  GREENOUGH. 
JARVIS  D.  BRAMAN. 

ft 

(GEO.  O.  CARPENTER. 
SAMUEL  A.   GREEX. 
MELVILLE  E.  INGALLS. 
WESTON  LEWIS. 
ELLIS  W.  MORTON. 
STEPHEN  R.  NILES. 
GEO.  PUTNAM. 
Public  Librabt,  June  14,  1870. 


[A] 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE, 

Consistivg  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  Putnam,  D.D.,  Chairman;  the  Rev. 

W.  R.  Alger ;    the  Hon.  J.   G.  Abbott ;  R.  M. 

Hodges,  jr.f  M.D.;  Geo.  Homer,  Esq., 

and  H,  P.  Kidder,  Esq. 


We  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  speak  with  the  warmest 
approval  of  the  condition,  use,  influence,  and  general  working 
of  the  Library.  Its  officers  fill  their  places  and  discharge  their 
duties  with  exemplary  fidelity.  Every  department  is  conducted 
with  an  admirable  order  and  efficiency,  in  which  we  have  not 
discovered  any  fault.  Thj  committee  feel  that  the  intelligence, 
zeal,  promptitude,  courtesy,  and  spirit  of  improvement  brought 
to  his  important  post  by  the  Superintendent,  whose  kindness 
Cind  skill  have  devised  many  new  modes  of  aiding  the  chief  users 
of  the  Library,  are  worthy  of  special  recognition. 

This  institution  has  now  been  established  for  nineteen  years. 
It  is  no  longer  in  any  sense  an  experiment,  but  a  thoroughly 
vindicated  example  of  success  in  an  enterprise  of  the  highest 
utility.  The  extent  to  which  our  fellow-citizens  in  general  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  uses  and  privileges  of  the  Library  is 
amply  satisfactory.  Cards  for  the  taking  out  of  books  have 
been  given  to  about  twenty-five  thousand  persons.  During  the 
past  nine  months,  the  names  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty  new  applicants  for  the  benefits  of  the  institution  have  been 
registered.    The  increase  in  the  number  of  visitors,  gills,  and 
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other  signs  of  interest;  has  never  before  been  so  marked  and 
rapid  as  it  is  now. 

Among  the  many  institutions  of  Boston  which  are  objects  of 
a  just  pride  to  our  citizens,  the  Public  Library  deserves  a  prom- 
inent place.  It  has  from  the  first  been  supported  in  a  spirit  of 
large  and  generous  enlightenment,  and  thrown  open  to  the  peo- 
pie  under  the  most  liberal  conditions  compatible  with  the  safe 
preservation  of  its  treasures.  The  munificence  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment in  providing  for  the  prompt  purchase  of  such  books,  old 
or  new,  as  are  needed  by  scholars  engaged  in  special  researches, 
and  themselves  too  poor  to  possess  adequate  libraries  of  their 
own,  calls  for  the  warmest  approval  of  our  public-spirited  com- 
munity, as  well  as  for  the  personal  gratitude  of  the  great  num- 
ber of  students  who  have  enjoyed  the  boon  thus  offered. 

On  the  whole,  the  Committee  are  highly  pleased  with  the 
results  of  the  examination  they  have  given  to  the  Library. 
Roaming  from  alcove  to  alcove,  they  have  looked  on  its  rich  and 
varied  treasures  with  admiring  satisfaction.  They  point  to  it 
as  one  of  the  noblest  ornaments  of  the  City.  They  beg  to  call 
a  wider  attention  to  it,  and  to  ask  a  still  deeper  interest  in  it 
as  an  invaluable  means  of  popular  and  professional  culture. 
The  use  and  power  of  literature  are  forcibly  stated  in  these 
lines  of  an  old  poet  rarely  heard  of  now,  — 

"  As  on  the  yielding  wax  the  seal  we  find 

Left  in  the  strong  likeness  with  imprinted  glow, 
So  does  the  reader  steal  the  aathor*s  mind, 
And  to  the  bias  lent  inclining  go." 

Surely  the  annual  reading  by  twenty  thousand  of  our  citizens 
of  over  two  hundred  thousand  volumes  must  exert  an  influence 
both  momentous  and  lasting. 

In  conclusion  we  feel  compelled  to  say,  that  the  accommoda- 
tions furnished  in  the  present  edifice  have  become  so  very  inade- 
quate, and  its  inconveniences  and  wastes  so  irksome,  that  some 
decisive  action  ought  immediately  to  be  taken.    We  would 
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emphatically  repeat  the  complaint  and  the  recommendation 
which  other  committees  have  made. 

In  advising  the  erection  of  a  new  building  which  shall  farnish 
convenient  and  sufficient  space  for  all  the  various  purposes  of 
the  institution,  we  shall  onlj  refer  briefly  to  the  completeness 
with  which  the  structure  now  occupied  fails  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  a  great  library. 

It  will  be  generally  conceded,  that  whether  we  consider  its 
external  design  or  its  internal  plan,  the  building  is  equally  a 
failure.  With  the  former  we  have  nothing  to  do,  since  no 
added  beauty  there  would  increase  the  conveniences  of  the 
officers  of  the  Library  or  of  the  public  who  use  it  But  the  sins 
of  the  interior  cry  aloud  continually  and  in  vain  for  a  rem- 
edy. The  crypt-like  Delivery-Room,  the  narrow  and  ill-lighted 
Seading-Room,  the  dark  staircase  with  its  wretched  land- 
ings, where  one  stands  groping  for  the  handle  of  the  door 
which  should  not  be  needed,  the  pretentious  Hall  above,  fit 
enough  for  a  music  hall  or  an  exchange,  but  as  little  like  a 
library-room  as  it  could  well  be  made,  the  dark  alcoves  piled  up 
three  stories  high,  and  shrouding  the  books  in  almost  impene- 
trable gloom ;  finally,  the  inexcusable  absence  of  ventilation 
throughout  the  building;  these  are  the  daily  and  hourly  misfor- 
tune of  all  who  have  occasion  to  pass  much  of  their  time  within 
these  walls.  To  remedy  the  faults  of  the  present  building  is 
impossible.  They  are  inherent  in  the  original  design  of  it; 
and  it  is  for  the  Government  of  the  City  to  consider  how  long  it 
is  expedient  to  bear  with  the  evils  of  which  they  are  the  cause. 
One  thing,  however,  should  be  insisted  on  at  once.  The  lower 
rooms  of  the  building  should  be  ventilated,  even  if  it  be  necessary 
to  take  out  the  floors  to  accomplish  it.  That  a  building  of  the 
size  and.  height  of  this  one,  and  therefore  offering  facilities  for 
any  number  of  heated  air-shafts,  should  have  been  given  over  as 
incapable  of  ventilation,  is  one  more  striking  instance  of  the 
ignorance  and  indifference  which  prevail  on  a  subject  of  para- 
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mount  importance.  This  is  not  the  place  to  devise  a  system  of 
ventilation  for  the  Public  Library ;  bat  we  may  call  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  up  to  the  present  time,  no  intelligent  and  vigorous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  the  desired  results,  and  that 
the  health  of  hundreds  of  our  citizens  is  more  or  less  seriously 
endangered  by  such  neglect. 

It  is  desirable  to  add  that  this  Beport  meets  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Committee. 

WM.  R.  ALGER, 

For  the  Committee. 

June  1, 1870. 


[B] 


REPORT  OF  TOE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  Tbustbbs  :  — 

Gentlemen :  The  new  Ordinance  relative  to  the  Library,  which 
went  into  efifect  on  the  first  of  January,  has  made  a  uaiform  be- 
ginning and  end  to  our  financial,  statistical,  and  organization 
years,  —  a  conformity  long  desirable  and  of  manifest  utility. 
It  necessitates  my  reporting  now,  however,  on  the  work  of  only 
nine  months,— Aug.  1st,  1869,  to  April  30,  1870, —and  this 
lessened  time  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  in  comparing  the 
figures  of  this  and  preceding  years. 

I.    BUILDING. 

The  only  material  change  during  the  year  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  building,  is  the  fitting  up  of  our  southeast  basement, 
which  has  been  divided  into  two  rooms,  and  shelved  for  the 
receipt  of  newspapers  aud  duplicates.  This  will  materially 
relieve  the  upper  gallery  of  the  Bates  Hall,  and  give  us,  for  the 
present,  much  needed  room  in  several  of  the  classifications  of 
that  department  It  will  also  enable  us  to  arrange  in  a  way 
easy  for  reference,  the  contents  of  these  two  new  rooms,  which 
have  been  heretofore  both  temporarily  and  awkwardly  assigned 
to  positions  ill  adapted  for  them. 
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II.    ADMINISTRATION. 

1.    LIBRARY    SERVICE. 

I  refer  jon  to  Appendix  XIX.  for  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  onr  working  force,  which  will  show  no  material  change 
from  that  of  last  year. 

2.    EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

In  Appendix  XX.  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  Custodian 
of  the  Shelves.  The  examination  has  been  conducted  on  the 
same  plan  as  explained  in  mj  last  Report,  and  with  results 
equally  satisfactory,  confirming  what  has  been  claimed  for  the 
system,  that  it  obviates  the  necessity  of  closing  the  Library  at  all, 
in  order  to  take  our  yearly  account  of  stock.  I  explained  in 
my  last  Report  the  chances  of  errors  in  the  enumeration  without 
an  absolute  loss  of  books,  and  that  there  are  no  more  of  either 
is  gratifying. 

The  confined  space  on  which  much  of  the  work  on  books  is 
done,  all  of  which  affects  our  records,  is  not  conducive  to  accu- 
racy,  where  assortments  need  to  be  made,  and  piles  of  books 
are  not  easily  kept  from  mingling. 

8.    REGISTRATION  OP  APPLICANTS. 

More  applicants  have  registered  their  names  (6,560)  than  du- 
ring the  previous  year ;  and  if  the  565  from  Dorchester  be  thrown 
out,  our  records  will  show  6,000  during  nine  months  for  the  same 
territory  that  gave  us  6,500  during  the  whole  of  last  year,  the 
number  who  can  apply  being  of  course  diminished  year  by  year 
by  those  who  have  already  registered,  and  increased  by  new- 
comers, and  by  those  who  have  acquired  the  requisite  age. 

In  all  cases  where  the  story  of  the  applicant  was  confirmed 
by  the  Directory,  we  have  for  some  months  answered  the  ap* 
plication  at  once.    It  would  be  difficult  to  say  how  many  peo- 
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pie  are  using  the  Library  for  drawing  books,  bat  daring  the  last 
three  years  cards  have  been  granted  in  nearly  23,000  cases.  I 
refer  you  to  Appendix  XII. 

4.    BRANCH  LIBRARIES. 

The  decision  of  the  Trustees  in  support  of  the  expediency  of 
this  movement  has  resulted  in  the  insertion  of  an  empowering 
clause  in  oitr  new  Ordinance,  and  the  City  Oouncil  have  voted 
the  necessary  funds.  The  coming  year  will  probably  see  the 
details  of  the  plan  worked  out,  and  the  selection  of  books 
suitable  for  the  object  has  already  been  begun  from  among  our 
duplicates.  An  examination  of  the  first  21,450  applications  on 
our  registration  list  disclosed  the  fact  that  they  are  divided  as 
follows :  — 

Boston  proper  •  •  17,200,  or  1  in    8  of  the  population. 

Roxbury      .  .  .  1,750,  or  1  in  14      «            « 

South  Boston  .  •  1,700,  or  1  in  16      «            " 

East  Boston  .  .  800,  or  1  in  26      <<            '^ 

This  means  that  accessibility  is  a  very  great  element  in  the 
proper  conditions  for  a  large  circulation,  as  has  been  abun- 
dantly  proved  by  the  success  of  the  system  at  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  and  Liverpool.  It  also  pointed  to  East  Boston  as 
the  most  desirable  place  for  the  first  experiment 

m.     THE    BOOKS. 

1.    EXTENT  OP  THE  LIBRARY. 

We  now  possess,  as  will  be  seen  by  Appendix  I,  over  1 65,000 
volumes;  namely,  30,000  in  the  Lower  Hall,  and  135,000  in  the 
Bates  HalL 

2.    INCREASE. 

Oar  increase  (7,775  volumes,  and  13,593  pamphlets)  is  pro- 
portionally larger  than  last  year,  in  volumes,  and  in  pamphlets 
8 
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actually  little  short  of  the  same  nnmber  as  last  year;  or  for  nine 
months,  as  much  as  ever  before  in  a  whole  year,  excepting  last 
year,  and  also  in  the  two  extraordinary  years  of  the  Bates 
and  Parker  donations. 

The  stagnation  in  the  American  book  trade,  causing  a  dimin- 
ished supply  of  new  popular  books,  has  made  the  gain  propor- 
tionally large  in  the  Bates  Hall,  which  grows  for  the  most  part 
from  foreign  publications,  which,  together  with  pam{5hlet  volumes 
and  bound  periodicals  (though  a  small  share  of  the  last  go  into 
thQ  Lower  Hall,  after  serving  their  purpose  in  the  Beading 
Boom),  afford  a  means  of  increase  that  the  Lower  Hall  is  de- 
prived o£  With  renewed  activity  in  American  publishing,  the 
accessions  of  popular  books,  such  as  form  our  Lower  Hall,  will 
again  take  its  proper  relation. 

Our  gain  from  new  publications  is  not,  however,  noticeably 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  small  supply  with  American 
imprint ;  for,  while  the  dulness  of  the  market  has  diminished  the 
number  of  popular  publications,  it  has  not  so  seriously  affected 
the  weightier  books.  It  will  be  seen  by  Appendix  lY  to  be 
about  forty  per  cent,  of  our  whole  gain. 

8.    DONATIONS. 

Our  list  of  benefactors  is  gratifying.  Six  hundred  and  sixty 
institutions  and  persons,  besides  those  who  have  not  given  us 
their  names,  have  thought  of  us  during  these  nine  months,  and 
their  gifts  show  1,646  volumes,  and  10,228  pamphlets,  —  a 
record  hardly  before  surpassed  with  us  except  in  the  two  notable 
cases  mentioned  as  affecting  the  comparison  of  our  increase. 
(See  Appendix  I  and  IX.) 

4.    SHELF  DUPLICATES. 

In  the  Lower  Hall,  the  number  of  duplicates  added  has  been 
as  5  to  7  new  books;  and  of  the  212  volumes  condemned  (in 
almost  all  cases  t&ey  were  duplicates),  it  was  found  desirable  in 
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158  cases  to  replace  the  copies,  and  in  many  of  the  cases  to  add 
to  the  number  of  copies,  on  the  warrant  of  a  comparison  of 
circulation  with  the  copies  we  had.  There  were  248  new  publica- 
tions duplicated  during  the  year.    (See  Appendixes  lY  and 

vm.) 

5.    SALE  DUPLICATES. 

The  figures  of  Appendix  Y  show  a  slight  gain.  When  these 
are  all  arranged  in  our  new  basement  room,  an  actual  count 
may  enable  us  to  correct  the  figures,  which  have  been  accruing 
from  the  rather  uncertain  means  of  adding  gains  and  subtract- 
ing books  disposed  of,  for  some  years.  When  thus  arranged 
also,  alter  the  demands'  of  the  new  Branch  are  met  as  far  as  they 
can  be,  it  is  hoped  successive  lists  of  them,  when  printed  in  our 
Bulletins,  will  assist  in  relicTing  our  room  of  their  accumula- 
tions, through  more  systematic  exchange  with  other  libraries. 

6.    PAMPHLETS. 

* 

Nearly  as  many  pamphlets  (13,593)  have  been  acquired  dur- 
ing these  nine  months,  as  during  all  last  year;  and  of  these 
about  3,000  came  from  exchanges  with  the  State  Library  at 
Albany,  and  the  Library  of  Yale  College.  The  scheme  of 
assortment  and  preparation  for  binding,  as  explained  in  my  last 
Report,  has  gone  on  continuously;  and  our  applications  in  quarters 
where  it  was  thought  likely  that  we  could  be  successful  in  com- 
pleting sets,  have  been  obligingly  met  by  most  of  those  addressed. 
I  can  only  repeat  that  our  collection  is  fast  becoming  of  prime 
importance  in  character,  and  of  uncommon  value  for  its  accessi- 
bility, through  binding  and  cataloguing.     (See  Appendix  L) 

7.    THE  PURCHASE  OF  BOOKS. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  our  system.  The  figures  of 
Appendix  XIII  will  show  that  our  full  purchase  of  such  as  are 
recommended  invites  the  public  to  make  such  requests  more 
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liberally  tban  ever.  There  were  1,231  titles  asked  for  in  this 
way,  making  perhaps  3,000  yolumes,  and  in  nearly  a  fifth  of  the 
cases,  we  already  had  the  books  desired.  The  rest,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  ordered,  and  Dearly  one-half  of  them  have 
already  been  received.  This,  as  explained  last  year,  does  not 
cover  the  requests  to  buy  duplicates  of  popular  books,  which 
are  met  independently  of  this  record. 

IV.     CIRCULATION. 

1.    USB  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  use  of  books  of  the  entire  Library,  throwing  out  1,735, 
reference  use  in  the  Lower  Hall,  never  before  counted,  is 
209,228  for  230  days,  against  2 1 8,677  for  284  days  last  year,  or 
a  diflference  of  over  130  in  the  daily  average  in  this  year's  favor, 
—  the  best  record  we  have  ever  made.  In  the  Bates  Hall,  our 
daily  average  use  is  207  against  151  last  year,  and  the  largest 
daily  use  is  441,  probably  much  in  excess  of  any  one  day  before. 
In  the  Lower  Hall,  the  daily  average  has  risen  from  619  (last 
year)  to  703,  an.d  the  largest  daily  use  is  the  most  extensive 
ever  recorded  (1,385).    (See  Appendixes  X,  XI,  XIII.) 

2.    BATES  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  READING. 

I  refer  to  Appendixes  YH  and  XIX,  to  show  that  there  is  an 
observable  steadiness  in  the  comparative  use  and  strength  of  the 
various  departments,  arising  rather  from  natural  causes  than 
from  any  systematized  effort  at  compensation. 

8.    LOWER  HALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  READING. 

The  same  correspondence  will  be  seen  regarding  the  increase 
of  the  classifications  of  the  Lower  Hall  (Appendix  VIII),  but 
there  is  a  slight  gain  in  the  proportion  of  English  prose  fiction 
read  (Appendix  XV),  an  item  on  which  I  look  for  considerable 
reduction  when  the  long-delayed  Glass  List  for  Poetry,  the  Drama, 
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Collections,  and  miscellaneous  light  reading;  is  before  the 
public,  which  will  be  the  case  early  the  cooiing  year.     This  is 

■ 

probably  the  most  popular  section  of  the  books  after  that  of 
prose  fiction ;  but  its  use  has  fallen  below  that  of  the  arts  and 
sciences,  because  the  latter  class  have  had  the  advantages  of 
accessibility  through  a  Glass  List 

4.    PERIODICAL  READING  ROOM. 

In  Appendix  XIY  you  will  find  the  best  figures  yet  presented 
regarding  this  department  of  the  Library.  The  number  of  peri- 
odicals (304)  is  ten  more  than  last  year,  and  with  the  contem- 
plated increase  of  accommodation  will  be  further  increased. 
The  total  number  of  readers  for  230  days  is  117,202,  against 
91,674  for  299  days  last  year.  They  have  more  than  doubled 
in  three  years,  as  the  comparison  stands,  and  the  advantage  is 
still  more  largely  in  favor  of  the  present  year,  when  we  consider 
the  shorter  interval  which  it  covers.  There  is  a  gratifying 
increase  in  the  number  of  female  readers,  there  having  been 
13,593  the  past  year,  against  5,225  on  the  previous  record. 
The  daily  average  number  of  readers  is  now  510,  against  191 
three  years  ago.  I  refer  for'additional  particulars  to  Appendix 
XVL 

6.    LOSSES  AND  DELINQUENTS. 

In  nearly  12,000  cases,  books  have  been  detained  beyond  the 
allowed  time,  and  sent  for  through  the  mail.  Sach  notices 
brought  back  all  but  500 ;  and  of  these,  after  a  week's  interval, 
in  addition  to  the  previous  fortnight,  our  messengers  reclaimed 
all  but  about  25.  and  that  when  there  were  over  180,000  taken 
from  the  building.  This  ^hows  that  the  mutual  obligations  of 
the  Library  and  its  patrons  are  still  creditably  observed.  The 
wear  and  tear  of  the  Lower  Hall  is  indicated  by  212  volumes, 
condemned  duriug  the  year,  and  by  nearly  35,000  new  paper 
covers  being  required. 
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V.  CATALOGUES. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  nninterrapted.  The 
Prince  Catalogue  has  been  put  before  the  public,  and  competent 
judges  have  pronounced  favorably  on  its  character,  and  the  ad- 
vantages  of  accessibility  which  it  has  given  to  the  collection. 

Work  on  a  third  volume  of  the  main  Catalogue  of  the  Bates 
Hall  has  begun,  but  the  revision  has  not  yet  progressed  so  far 
as  to  insure  much  advance  in  printing  during  the  coming  year. 

With  the  publication  of  the  Class  List  for  Poetry,  the  Drama, 
Collections,  &c.,  now  in  the  printer's  hands,  the  divisionary 
Catalogue  of  the  Lower  Hall  will  be  completed,  and  new 
editions  of  some  of  them  will  be  desirable. 

The  printed  Bulletins  have  continued  to  be  our  medium  for 
informing  the  public  of  the  stores  we  are  gathering  for  them, 
and  of  such  other  information  as  we  wish  to  impart,  or  of  wants 
we  think  they  can  meet. 

The  manuscript  record-book  of  daily  accessions  of  new  books 
has  been  fully  kept  up;  but  the  substitution  of  a  bulletin -board 
for  the  purpose,  as  offering  more  advantages,  is  now  contem- 
plated, for  each  Hall. 

The  insertion  of  the  additions  to  the  Bates  Hall,  which  had 
been  made  in  the  past  in  an  interleaved  copy  of  the  Supple- 
mental Lidez,  had  rendered  it  by  the  accumulation  of  titles 
somewhat  inconvenient  for  the  public  to  examine,  as  a  perfect 
alphabetical  arrangement  was  not  practicable.  For  it  a  Pui- 
lic  Card  Catalogue,  admitting  of  indefinite  expansion,  is  now 
substituted,  the  cards  being  protected  from  removal  or  displace- 
ment by  superincumbent  wires ;  and  it  is  found  to  work  satis- 
factorily. 

VL    FINANCE. 

Appendix  XYHI  represents  for  the  last  time  our  compara- 
tive financial  condition  in  the  unsatisfactory  manner  necessari- 
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ly  arising  from  the  non-conformity  of  our  fiscal  and  Library 
years.  This  incongruity  will  be  avoided  in  the  future  by  the 
provisions  of  the  new  Ordinance. 

TIL    PINE  ARTS. 

The  fine  collection  of  engravings,  made  by  the  late  Cardinal 
Tosti,  and  given  by  Mr.  Appleton,  which  was  referred  to  in  my 
last  Beport,  has  since  been  thoroughly  examined,  and  is  found  to 
contain  between  six  and  seven  thousand  prints,  bound  in  vol- 
umes, framed,  or  loose.  Our  April  Bulletin  already  shows  some 
of  the  riches  of  the  collection  in  the  list  it  gives  of  those  in 
the  117  bound  volumes,  and  subsequent  Bulletins  will  complete 
the  catalogue.  The  bound  volumes  and  loose  prints  have  been 
arranged  in  cases  convenient  for  exhibition;  and  those  in 
frames  have  been  exhibited  to  as  much  advantage  as  our  space 
would  allow. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JUSTIN  WINSOR, 

Superintendent. 
PuBUC  LiBBABT,  May  16, 1870. 
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KOTK.  Prior  to  the  report  of  1861,  the  umual  etatement  of  the  whole  number  of  ▼olumee  was  ob- 
tained by  ftdding  the  aooeeaione  of  the  year  to  the  previous  aggregates;  and  although  the  numbers  In 
both  Halls  have  been  since  obtained  ordinarily  by  adding  the  accessions  and  subtracting  the  losses 
there  still  remain  several  sources  of  unavoidable  discrepancies,  such  as'tho  following :  Works  reported  at 
first  as  containing  a  certain  number  of  volumes,  afterwards  for  good  reasons  bound  in  a  differant  number  * 
works  reported  as  duplicates,  subsequently  exchanged  for  works  in  a  different  number  of  Tolumes  * 
pamphlets  bound  separately  and  counted  as  books;  also  volumsB  lost  or  worn  out,  but  for  some 
reason  not  replaced,  which  disappear  in  the  aggregates,  but  remain  as  originally  reported  among  the 
accessions. 

The  aggregate  of  pamphlets  "added  from  the  beginning  ^  includes  of  course  many  since  bound,  singly 
or  in  groups  (which  ai;e  now  counted  among  volumes),  and  a  very  large  number  of  duplicates  which 
are  thrown  out  and  put  among  our  pamphlets  held  for  exchange. 
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APPEISTDIX  n. 

EXTENT  OP  THE  BATES  HALL  COLLECTION  IN  VOLUMES. 


The  G«nend  Library 

Bowdltch  Library  * 

Parker  Library* •  .  . 

**     DupUcatea  (not  for  aale) 

Prince  Library 

Botered  on  the  Aoeenaiona  Oatalogne,  but 
not  yet  located  at  the  end  of  the  year  • 

Dapllcatea  and  odd  Tolnmee  (for  aale  or 
exchange)  ••.••••••• 

Condemned 

Total 


1867. 


87,658 
2,642 

u,m 

186 
1,052 

1,678 

5^46 


110,881 


1808. 


98,958 
2,542 

11,721 

186 

1,962 

1,827 

6,806 


117g486 


1809. 


101,428 

2,642 

U,7S1 

186 

1,062 

140 

6,106 


124,076 

2 


124,078 


1870. 


107,724 

2,612 

11,721 

186 

1,052 

204 

6,246 


180^ 
0 

180,664 


*  See  Hfote  on  page  88. 

NOTB.  Something  leea  than  100  Tolnmee  have  probably  been  loet  from  the  Batea  Hall 
einoe  1861,  and  each  year  Aome  reappear,  while  a  few  in  ezoeca  <MaappMr,  inereaaing  the 
aggregate  loea  a  little;  ao  that  it  ia  probable  the  fignrea  of  the  Batea  Hall  collection  axe  m 
trifle  in  ezeeaa  of  what  an  aotnal  connt  would  indicate. 
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APPENDIX  m. 


EXTENT  OP  THE  LOWEB  HALL  COLLECTION. 


1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870, 

Bflported  the  preceding  year  •...••. 

... 
... 

•  .  • 
... 
... 

25,199 
2,003 

26,606 
2,4M 

28,723 
1^7 

Total  •• 

27,202 
880 
267 

29,075 

98 

269 

80,140 

Books  tranaferred  to  Bates  Hall 

Oondenmed  during  ^e  year 

19 
212 

Total  left.  •• • 

•26,199 

26,006 

28,723 

29,909 

*  Actual  count. 

Note.  There  have  been  perhape  since  the  last  actual  ooant  in  1867,  about  60  or  70  vol* 
Times  irrecoTcrably  lost  in  the  Lower  Hall.  Perhaps  an  equal  number  are  to  be  classed  as 
**  uMMscounted  for,''  but  Aay  reappearr 
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APPENDIX  lY. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  LIBBABY. 


IHCBSA8B  or  THB  BATBB  HALL. 

Chain  In  located  books  for  the  year  •  •  .  . 
Of  these  not  loc&ted  at  last  Report .  .  •  • 

Added  and  located 

Added  and  not  located  at  end  of  year  .  . 
Net  increase  of  sale  duplicates  •  •  •  .  . 


Total  gain 
Condemned .  . 


Gain  for  the  year 


IHCREABB  OP  THE  LOWER  HALL. 

Added  daring  the  year  •••••.... 
Less  transfers  and  condemned  books .  • 


Net  gain  of  Lower  Hall 


IirOBBABE  OP  THE  BNTIRE  OOlJJBCmOH. 

Bates  Hall  gain 

Lower  Hall  gain 


Total  gain 


Increase  from  New  Books. 
English  Books  with  British  hnprinto    . 
Bnglish  Books  with  Amerlcui  imprint 
English  Books  with  Continental  imprint 
Foreign  Books , 


Duplicates  of  either  class,  when  not  in- 
cluded in  the  other  items  ....... 


Total 


186f. 


•  •  • 


.  •  • 


686 

1,1M 

104 

639 

97 
2,620 


1868. 


6,297 
1,678 

4,619 

1,827 

*669 

6,606 


6,606 


2,008 
696 

1,407 


6,606 
1,407 

8,012 


708 

1,446 

100 

673 


2,826 


I860. 


7,476 
1,827 

6,148 
140 
801 

6,680 
2 

6,687 


2,469 
862 

2^17 


6,668 
2,117 

8,686 


625 

1,466 

80 

789 

447 
8,896 


1870. 


6,286 
140 

6,166 
294 
189 

6,689 


6,689 


1«417 
231 

1^86 


6,689 
1,186 

7,775 


8U 

1,4U 

60 

487 

248 

8,007 
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APPENDIX    V. 

SALE  DUFLICATES  AND  ODD  VOLUMES. 


Number  at  beglxmlDg  of  year • 

AAAt^A  Anrina  the   vear  ■<«■■■■•■« 

186T. 

4,066 
714 

1868. 

6,146 
1,004 

1889. 

6,806 
8i7 

1870k 

6,100 
448 

DiaDoeed  of*«... •••■• 

6,660 
623 

6,160 
846 

6,662 
646 

6,640 
804 

Total,  not  inclnding  Parker  dnplicalea 

6^46 

6,806 

0400 

6,246 

NoTB . — There  are  alao  of  pamphleta  iome  twenty  or  thirty  thoniand  dnplleatea,  arranged 
in  boxea,  and  ready  for  exchangee. 


APPENDIX  VI. 

VOLUMES  LOCATED  IN  BATES  HALL,  BY  MONTHS. 


Total 


Note.  —  Theee  flgnree  are  the  reralta  tff  Ublea  made  out  year  by  year,  like  the  one 
conatitating  Appendix  VI  for  1800. 
The  flgnree  of  the  total  for  1800-70  are  277  more  proportionally  than  thoae  for  1860. 
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APPENDIX  IX, 


UST  OF  DONORS,  1869-70. 

Bates,  Joshaa,  London,  interest  in  gold  on  the  flmd  of 

Bigelow,  IToT*.  John  P.,      "  «  "  " 

Franklin  Club,  "  "  «  " 

Lawrence,  Hon.  Abbott,     "         "  "  " 

Phillips,  5bn.  Jonathan,    "  "  «  " 

Townsend,  Mary  P., 


iC 


(i 


&< 


iC 


$50,000 

1,000 

1,000 

10,000 

80,000 

4,000 

$96,000 


DONATIONS  AUG.  1,  1869,  TO  APRIL  80,  1870, 

Donors  (excluding  anonymous), 666 

Volumes, *        •         •  1,646 

Pamphlets, 10,228 


Donors. 


AbbeylUe.    8oci6t6  imp^riale  d'6mulation, 

Abbot,  Ezra,  LL.  D,<,  Cambridge, 

Adams,  Charles  'F.jjr,,  Qutncy, 

Agasslz,  Prof.  Loois,  Cambridge, 

Alaska  Times,  8Uka,  A.  T,,  Publisher,  12  papers, 

Albany,  JV.  T.    City  Hospital,        .       .        .        . 

County  Penitentiary, 

Union  CoUege, 

University, 

Toung  Men's  Association, 


1 
1 
1 


Albion,  Wi8.,  Academy,  and  Normal  Institute,     . 

Alger,  Bev.  William  R., 

Allen,  Hon.  Charles,  Attorney  General, 

Allen,  Bev.  Roland  H., 

Alton,  111.    Horticultaral  Society, 

American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 

American  Bible  Society, 

American  Church  Missionary  Society,  .... 

American  Home  Missionary  Society, 

American  Institute  of  Architects, 

American  Oriental  Society, 

American  Peace  Society, 

American  Statistical  Association, 

American  Stock  Journal,  and  Farmers'  and  Stock  Breeders' 
Advertiser,  Farfceiburg,  JPenn.,  Publisher, 


7 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 


Pph. 


1 
1 

1 
1 

15 
1 
1 
1 

28 
1 

8 

4 


1 

4 
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DONOBf. 


American  Unitarian  Association, 

Amiens,  France.    Blblioth^que  Communale, 

Anderson,  Gustas  Joseph, 

Anderson,  RufUs,  D.  D., 

Andover.    Theolo^cal  Seminary 

Andrews,  C.  Stanley 

Anonymous, 

Appleton,  Thomas  G.,  547  Aramed  engravings,  451  loose 
engravings,  19  duplicate  maps,  3  maps,     .... 

Appleton,  William  S., 

Arkansas.    Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  . 

Atkins,  Charles  G.,  Aiigustat  Me., 

Attinelli,  £•  J*,        .        ■        .        .        .        .        •        •        . 

Attwood,  Gilbert, 

Anfermann,  William,  2  MSS., 

Austin.  Mrs,  J.  G.,  ......... 

Axon,  W.  £.  A.,  Manchester,  Eng., 

Baker,  B.  F.,  Brookline, 

Baldwin,  Henry,  Brighton, 

Balfour,  David  M.,  Charlestown, 

Baltimore,  Md.    Mercantile  Library  Association, 

■  Mount  Hope  Institution  and  Retreat, 

Peabody  Institute, 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 

Bangor,  Me.    Penobscot  Musical  Association,     . 

Basel,  Smtzerland.    Universitat, 

Bassett,  Elisha,  Clerk  of  U.  S.  District  Court, 

Bateman,  Newton,  Springfield,, III., 

Bemls,  George, 

Bennett,  Joseph  E.,  Manchester,  If.  H,,         .... 

Betts,  B.  R.,  New  York  City 

Bianconi,  Prof.  Cav.  G.  G.,  Bologna,  Italy,  .... 

Bigelow,  Hon.  Erastus  B., 

Birmingham,  England.    Central  Free  Library,    .        .        . 

Bizby,  George  H.,  M.  D 

Blatchford,  George  W., ,        .        . 

Block  and  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,    .        •        .        . 

Bogart,  William  H., 

Bolton,  England.    Public  Library  and  Museum,  . 

Bosson,  George  T., 

Boston.    City  of. 

■  Atheneeum, ......«., 

Baldwin  Place  Home  for  Little  Wanderers, 

College, ,       . 

Channing  Home, , 

. Congregational  Sabbath  School  and  Publishing  So- 
ciety,     

Gas  Light  Company, 

General  Theological  Library, 

■  ■       Home  for  Aged  men,  124  engravings,  65  broadsides, 

^^—  Industrial  Aid  Society, 

Port  and  Seamen's  Aid  Society,        .... 

Provident  Association,       ...... 

Society  of  Natural  History, 

Boston  Sunda7  Times,  PubUsher, 


Pph. 


U 

117 
14 


I 
2 


1 

4 


8 


20 


2 

4 

20 
1 


I 
1 


2 

1 

1 

14 

37 


2559 

4 
1 

126 
6 

80 


2 

1 

1 

5 

14 

1 

8 

13 

I 

1 

88 

28 

17 

18 


1 
8 
1 
8 

2 

4 
1 
1 


1 
249 

1 
1 
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Boston  and  Albany  B.  R.  Library, 

Boston  and  Lowell  B.  R.,  Directors, 

Boston  and  Maine  R.  R.,  President, 

Boston,  Concord  and  Montreal  R.  R.  Co.,    .... 
Boston,  Lowell  and  Nashua  Railroad,  Treasurer, 

Bowditcb,  C.  P.,  QeneaeOt  N.  T., 

Bowdltch,  Henry  I.,  M.  />.,  Photograph  ftumed, 
Bowdlear,  Capt,  Augustas  T.,  StoxiglUon^     .... 

Bowie,  Oden,  Governor  of  Maryland^ 

Boyden,  Uriah  A., 

Bradford,  Charles  F., 

Bradlee,  Bev.  Caleb  D., 

Bradley,  Wmiam  H., 

Bradner,  L.,>r.,  C^ica^o, /ZZ., 

Breck,  Joseph, 

Bremen,  C^ermany.    Stadtbibliothek, 

Brewer,  D.  R.,  M.  2>.,  WUliamahurgh,  f^a.,  .... 
Brewer,  Thomas  M.,  Jf.D.,  1  map,  872  periodicals, 

Bricher,  Henry,  Newburyport^ 

Bridgeman,  AlAred,  and  Son,  New  York  City,       ... 
Brighton.    Holton  Library,  ....... 

Brookline.    Public  Library, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    Long  Island  Historical  Society, 

Mercantile  Library, 

Brooks,  Hon.  James,  New  York  City, 

Brotherhead  and  Co.,  New  York  CUy, 

Brown,  Francis  H.,  jf.  2>., 

Brown,  George  W., 

Brunswick,  Me,    Bowdoin  College,     ..... 
Bruun,  C,  Librarian  of  Royal  Library,  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
Buckingham,  Charles,  £.,  M,  D.,  118  numbers  of  periodicals, 

Buflklo,  N  Y.    Board  of  Trade 

■  University  of, 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association, 

Bumham,  A.  W.,  D.  D., 

Burgess,  Ebenezer,  Estate  of,  Newton,         .... 
Burrall,  F.  A.,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  .... 

Burroughs,  i?ei7.  Henry,  jr., 

Burroughs,  J.  C,  2>.  J9., 

Bush,  J.  F 

Bush,  Bev,  Solon  W., 

Buzell,  S.  C,  Sxeter,  N.  H., 

California.    Insane  Asylum, 

Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind, 

California  Farmer,  San  Francisco,  Publisher,  16  numbers, 
Calvert,  Hon.  George  H.,  Newport,  B.  L,     . 

Cambridge.    Harvard  College, 

Canning,  E.  W.  B.,  Stockbridge, 

Cape  Cod  R.  R.  Co., •        .        . 

Capen,  Barnard,     * 

Capron,  Horace, 

Carlton,  Miss  Harrlette  M.,  1  map, 

Carpenter,  George  W.,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
Caswell,  Edward  T.,  M.  D.,  Providence,  B.  /.,     . 
Cavender,  C.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,      • .  ... 

Caverly,  Charles,   .        .        •       .       »  ... 


1 
8 
1 
2 


67 


1 

12 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
6 

1 
7 


Pph. 


2 
6 
5 
U 
5 
1 
6 
I 


15 

1 
1 

1 
2 
105 
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

76 

9 


6 

4 
176 
I 

1 
8 

8 
9 
1 
2 


9 
12 

4 
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Central  Union  Agrlcultarlst  and  Missouri  Valley  Fanner, 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Publisher,  10  numbers;        .... 

Chandler,  Horace  P.,  23  numbers  of  periodicals,  118  num- 
bers, 24  newspapers, 

Chapel  Hill,  N.  C,  University  of  North  Carolina, 

Chaplin,  Bev.  Jeremiah,  1  newspaper, 

Charlestown.    Public  Library, 

Chelsea.    City  of, 

Free  Public  Library, 

School  Committee, 


Cheshire  R.  K.,  Superintendent, 

Chester,  A.  T.,  D,  D*, 

Chicago,  IlL,  Board  of  Education,        .... 

Board  of  Trade, 

Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,     . 

Franldin  Society, 

Reform  School, 

Theological  Seminary, 

Chicago,  Burlington,  and  Quincy  R.  R.  Co., 
Chris  tern,  F.  W.,  New  York  City,  1  photograph,  . 
Christian  Visitor,  Saint  John,  N.  B.,  Publisher,  . 
Church  Union,  Neto  York  City,  Publisher,    . 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.    Public  Library,         .... 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  . 

Cincinnati  Literary  Eclectic,  Publisher, 

Clapp,  David,  and  Son,  1,175  odd  numbers  of  periodicals, 

Clark,  Robert,  and  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

Clinton,  N.  Y.    Hamilton  College,        ..... 

CotSin,  J.  U.C,  Washington,  B.C.,        .... 

Concord,  N.  H.    Public  Library, 

Connecticut.    Board  of  Education,       .... 

Commissioner  of  School  Fund, .... 

Comptroller, 

Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Quartermaster  General's  Department, 

State  Reform  School, 

State  Prison, 

Treasurer, 

Connecticut  River  R.  R.  Co., 

Cook,  George  H.,  Nev)  Jersey, 

Cornell,  M.  E.,        ........ 

Cotting,  BeiO^^Qi^  E.,  if.  2>., 

Crane,  Edward, 

Creery,  W.  R.,  BaUimore,  M.  D 

Crocker  and  Brewster, 

CroU,  L.  R.,  Librarian  of  Pennsylvania  College, 

Cupples,  J.  G., 

Curtis,  Hon.  George  W.,  New  York  City, 

Curwen,  John,  M,  D.,  Harrisburg,  Pa,, 


Dall,  W.  H.,  2  maps. 

Dana,  Hon.  Richard  R.,jr., 

Davison,  E.  E., 

De  Costa,  Bev.  B.  F.,  Charlestown, 

Dedham.      Temporary   Asylum  for  Discharged   Female 
Prisoners, 


Pph. 


1 
8 
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2 
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4 
1 
2 

1 
1 

6 
2 
1 
1 
2 


1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 


1 
1 


60 
8 

2 
8 
1 

1 
4 
6 


13 

1 

11 

12 

9 

8 


1 
1 

176 

20 

2 


10 
5 

2 
18 
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2 
23 


25 
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67 

25 
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1 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


39 


DOROB8. 


Denlflon,  J.  N.,  48  newspapers, 

Denny,  Henry  G ' »    . 

Denny,  Joseph  A.,  Leicester,  .        .        .        . 

De  Peyster,  F.,  LL.  />.,  New  York  CfUy,        .      '. 

Derby,  George,  M,  D.j 

Dexter,  Franklin  B.,  ^eto^aven,  C^, 

Dillaway,  Charles  K.,  .        .  

Dlmon,  Theodore  W.,  Washington^  />.  C,    . 
Dix,  Ifiss  Dorothy  L.,  1  Photograph. 

Dorchester,  town  of, 

Dornblasser,  General,    ' 

Dorr,  E.  Ritchie, 

Dorr,  James  A.,  Estate  of,  16  newspapers,  .... 

Drake,  Samuel  G., 

Druggists*  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  Publisher, 
Duren,  Dea,  Elnathan  F.,  Bangor,  Me,,        .... 
Dux,  Gustay, 

Eckley,  Mrs.  S.  M.  T.,  London, 

Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Publisher,    -        .        .        .        . 

Edes,  Robert  T,,  M,  D 

Edinburgh,  Scotland,    Geological  Society,  .... 

Royal  Society, 

Edwards,  Henry, 

Eliot,  Charles  W.,  LL,  D,,  President  of  Harvard  University, 

Eliot,  John  F.,  9  broadsides, 

Eliot,  William  G.,  D,  D,,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,      .... 

Elmira,  N,  Y.  Female  College, 

Emerson,  George  B.,  LL,  D,, 

Evans,  F.  W.,  Mt,  Lebanon,  N.  Y., 

Everett,  2?e«.  Oliver  C,  CAaWefftoiDn, 

Everts,  Orpheus,  M.  D., 

Exeter,  N.  H.  Phillips  Academy, 

Farmer's  Magazine,  Publishers, 

Farmlngton,  Me.  Western  Slate  Norm{^  School, 

Fearing,  Hon.  Albert, 

Field,  Cyrus  W.,  Nevo  York  City,  .        .        .        . 

Finlason,  W.  F.,  London, 

Firth,  A., .        .        . 

Firth,  Thomas  T., 

Fltchburg.    Public  Library, 

Fltchburg  R.  R.  Co., 

Flint,  Mich.    Ladles'  Library  Association,    .        .       .        . 

Folsom,  C.  W., 

Foote,  Bev.  Henry  W., 

Forbes,  J.  M.,         .        .        . 

Forbes,  Robert  B.,  Milton, 

Ford,  William  E 

Fowle,  William  F., 

Foxcroft,  Frank,  Pittsfield, 

Franklin  County  Agricultural  Society,  Cheenfield, 
Frazar,  George  L.,  1  political  chart. 

Frost,  William, 

Frothingham,  Miss  Ellen, 

Gambler,  Ohio.    Kenyon  College, 


55 


1 

6 

140 

1 
1 
1 

8 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 


4 
5 
2 


1 
1 


8 


1 
1 


4 

1 


Pph. 


821 
82 
89 


3 

15 


84 

91 

7 


1 
8 
2 

4 
118 

1 
172 

1 

1 


1 
1 


5 
11 

19 
1 
8 

87 
1 
2 
5 


1 

4 


40 


CITY  DOCUMENT.  —  No.  68. 


DONOBfl. 


Gardener's  Monthly,  Pablisher, 

Georgetown.    Peabody  Library, 

Ghent,  Belgium.    Library  of  the  University, 

Ghirardini,  Alessandro,  Milan, 

Gllman,  Arthur,  Lee, 

Giiman,  Bev.  E.  W.,  Stonington,  Ct., 

Gleason,  S., 

Gluge,  Prof.  D.,  BrasseU,  Belgium, 

Goddard,  Thomas  F., 

Gould,  Benjamin  A.,  M,  D,,  Cambridge,       .        •  .     • 

Grandgent,  L.  H., 

Great  Britain.    Commissioners  of  Patents, 

Green,  C.  O.,  Ashby,  1  newspaper, 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.  D,, 

Greene,  Coarles  D., 

Greene,  Qen.  William  B., 

Greenough,  William  W., 

Greenwich,  England.    Royal  Observatory,  .... 

Gregory,  Samuel,  M.  Z>., 

Griffin,  N.  H.,  D.  D,,  WUliamstown, 

Guild,  Chester,  jr., 

Guild  and  Co.,  Curtis, 

Haliburton,  R.  G.,  Halifax,  N.   8., 

Hamilton,  N.   T.    Madison  University,       .... 

Hartford.    Young  Men's  Institute, 

Hatfield,  Edwin  F.,  Z>.  />., 

Haven,  Samuel  F.,  Worcester, 

Haynes,  Prof.  Henry  W.,  Burlington,  "R.,    . 

Hazard,  R.  G.,  Providence,  B.  L, 

Heard,  John  T., 

Heinzen,  K.,  3  newspapers, 

Higginson,  Col.  T.  W.,  Newport,  B.  I.,  •        .        .        . 

Hillard,  Hon.  George  S., 

Holcombe,  W.  F.,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,     .... 

Homans,  J.  Smith, 

Hooper,  Hon.  Samuel, 

How,  Henry,  Nova  Scotia, 

Howe,  Capt.  A.,  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

Howe,  Samuel  (3t.,  M.  D., 

Howland,  Mrs.  A., 

Hubbard,  Gardiner  G., 

Hudson,  Isaac  N.,  and  Menet,  Albert,  New  York  City, 

Huff,  S.  W.,  M.  D.y  Iowa  City, 

Huntington,  Bev.  £.  B.,  Stamford,  Ct., 

Hyde,  Prof.,  Burlington,  N.  J., 

niinois.  Adjutant  Generars  Office, 

Institute  for  Feeble-minded  Children, 

State  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Illinois  Teacher,  Publisher, 

Indiana.    Adjutant  General, 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,    .        .       •        . 

Hospital  for  the  Insane,    .  .... 

Institute,  Superintendent, 

Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,     .... 
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Indiana,  continued.    State  Library, 

University, 

Iowa.    Adjutant  General  Nathaniel  B.  Baker,  Des  Moines^ . 

Department  of  Public  Instraction,    .        .        .        . 

Institute  of  Science  and  Arts, 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,         .... 

State  Historical  Society,  

Ithaca,  JV.  F.    Cornell  University, 

Jarvis,  Edward,  M,  />., 

Jeffries,  B.  Joy,  M.  D., 

Jeffries,' John,  jr., 

Jenks,  Mr,f 

Jenkins,  George  William, 

Jenkins,  Sev.  Dr,, 

Jennings,  £.  J., 

Jersey  City,  N.  J., 

Jewett,  Prof.  George  B.,  Salem, 

Jones,  Col.  £.  J., 

Jordan,  O.  J.,         .....'... 
Journal  of  the  Farm,  Publishers, 

ivemp,  If.  A..,    ....•••■•. 

Kendrick,  J.  H., 

Kennedy,  Hon.  J.  P.,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Kerr,  H.,  Halifax,  N.  8., 

Knapp,  Bev.  S.  A.,  Vinton,  Iowa, 

Kroeger,  A.  E.,  St.  Louie,  Mo., 

Krauss,  £.  C.  F.,     .        .        . 

Xiebanon,  Tenn,    Cumberland  University,    .        .        .       . 

Ladies'  Own  Magazine,  Publisher, 

La  Motte,  Mile.  G.  de, 

Lancaster.    Town  Library, 

Langworthy,  Bev.  Isaac  P., '  . 

Lawrence,  Abbott,  1  map, 

Lawrence,  Gen.  Samuel  C,  Medford, 

Leavitt,  Strebeigh,  and  Co.,  New  York  City, 

Leicester  Library,  Directors, 

Lenox,  James,  New  York  Oity, *   . 

Leonard,  Joseph, 

Lewis,  A.  H.,  Alfred  Center,  N.  Y., 

Lewis,  James  M.,  Little  Bock,  Ark., 

Lewis,  Winslow,  M.  Z>.,  211  numbers  of  periodicals,  68  sheets 
of  manuscripts,  168  odd  newspapers,  9  maps,  2  broadsides, 

Leyden,  Holland.    University 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Frederick  W., 

Lincoln,  Henry  W., 

Little,  Brown,  and  Co.,  8  numbers, 

Little  Chief,  The.    Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Publisher, 
Livermore,  Mrs.  George,  Cambridge,    ..... 
Liverpool,  Eng.    Free  Public  Library,  blanks,  1  plate 

London.    British  Museum, 

Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  .        .     '  . 

Royal  Geographical  Society, 

Long  Island  Bible  Society, 
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Loring,  Joseph  C, 

Loring  and  Atkinson, 

Lothrop,  Samuel  K.,  D.  />., 

Loud,  Andrew  J., 

Loverlng,  Prof,  Joseph,  Cambridgef 

Lovering,  N.  P., 

Lowell.    S.  A.  McPhetres,  City  Cleric^ 

City  of, 

City  Library,      .        ....... 

Ministry  at  large, 

Luce,  Ben,  Leonard,  Westford, 

Lyman,  Theodore,  Brookline, 

Lynn,  City  of, 

McCleary,  Samuel  F.,  City  Cleric^ 

Mac6,  Jean«  Biebenheim  (Hant-Khln),  France j 

Mackie,  William,  B.,  M.  D., 

McLean,  Misa, 

McNeill,  John, 

Maine  State  Library,  Augtata,  Me.^ 

Manchester,  Fng.    Public  Free  Library,      .... 

Manchester,  JV;  H.     Public  Library, 

Maryland.    Historical  Society, 

Maryland  Farmer,  ^aZtJmore,  3fd.,  Publisher, 

Mason,  Robert  M., 

Massachusetts.    State  of, 

Board  of  State  Charities, 

Commissioner  of  Fisheries, 

Department  of  State, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Charitable  Mechanic  Association,      .        .        . 

Eclectic  Medical  Society.  .        .        .        . 

General  Hospital, 

Grand  Lodge  of  Free  Masons, 

Horticultural  Society,         .       .        ... 

State  Industrial  School  for  Girls 

Institute  of  Technology, 

Minnesota  Historical  Society, 

May,  Mrs,  Mary, 

May,  Bev,  Samuel,  Leicester, 

Meadville,  Pa,    Theological  School, 

Means,  Bev,  James  H., 

Medical  Investigator,  Publishers, 

Melbourne,  Victoria,  Public  Library, 

Merwin,  S.  E.,  jr.,  JV>w  Zfatjcn,  Cf 

Metropolitan  R.  R.,  Clerk 

Michigan.    Department  of  Public  Instruction,    .  ^     . 

State  Library, *     . 

University  of, 

Middlebury  College,  Vt„ 

Middletown,  Ct.  Wesleyan  University,  .... 
Milan,  Italy  R.  Istituto  Lombardo  di  scienze  e  lettere,  . 
Mills,  Prof.  Caleb,  Crawfordstnlle,  Indiana^ 

Mills,  Lewis  £.,  Cincinnati^  Ohio,  *  .  .  .  . 
Milwaukee,  Wis,    Chamber  of  Commerce,   .... 
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Minnesota..   State  of, 

Adjutant  General, 

Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

Missouri.    Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Moffet,  T.  J.,  St  Louis,  Mo., 

Monson  Academy, 

Montreal,  Canada,    Mechanics  Institution, .... 

Moonlight,  Hon,  Thomas,  Topeka,  Kan 

Moran,  Martin  J.,  1  newspaper. 

Munsell,  Joel,  Albany,  N,  Y., 

Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French,         .... 
Nashotah  Theological  Seminary,  Wis,,         .... 
Nation,  N.  T,,  Publisher,  92  numbers  of  periodicals,  . 
National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers 

New  Bedford.    Free  Public  Library, 

New  England  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society, 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane,        .... 

New  Haven,  Ct,,  Yale  College, 

New  Jersey.    Historical  Society, 

State  Lunatic  Asylum,       ...... 

New  York  Almanac,  Publisher, 

New  York,  CUy,    Astor  Library, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Commissioners  of  Central  Park,        .... 

Cooper  Union, 

Institute  for  the  Blind, 

Mercantile  Library, 

National  Telegraphic  Union, 

New  England  Society, 

St.  Francis  Xavler  College, 

.  Seventh  Regiment,  Capt.  E.  Clark,   .        .        •       . 

Society  Library, 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 

New  York,  State,    Metropolitan  Board  of  Health, 

Medical  Society, 

University  of, 

Idiot  Asylum, 

Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,         .... 

State  Library, 

State  Institution  for  the  Blind,         .... 

Regents  of  the  University, 

Newburyport.    Public  Library, 

Dummer  Academy, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  England,    Literary  and  Philosophi- 
cal Society, 

Newhall,  Gen,  Joslah,  Lynnfleld, 

Newport,  B,  L    Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum, 
Newton,  Robert  S.,  M,  D.,  New  York  CUy,  85  numbers, 

Nicholson,  James  B., 

Nlckerson,  Miss,  444  numbers,  125  numbers  of  periodicals, 
Nlcolson,  James,  Estate  of,  18  numbers,       .... 

North  Brldgewater,  Town  of, 

Northampton.    Public  Library, 
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Northern  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,    . 
Northern  R.  R.,  Concord,  N,  H.^    . 
Norton,  John  C,  Hiomaston,  Ct,, 
Nottingham,  £ng.    Free  Library  and  Museum, 
Nova  Scotia,  Government  of,         ... 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Education,     . 


Ohio.    Central  Lunatic  Asylum,    . 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

Institution  for  the  Blind,   . 

State  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  . 

State  Library, 

0*Keefe,  M.,  Son  and  Co.,  Rochester,  JV.  Y., 
Olivet  Institute,  Michigan,  .... 
Oregon  State  Fair, 


Paclsard,  Frof.  Alpheus  S.,  Brunswick,  Me., 

Paisley,  Scotland.    Magistrates  and  Town  Council,     . 

Parker,  Henry  T.,  London,    .        , 

Parker,  Hon.  Joel,  Cambridgef 

Parrish,  Joseph,  Media,  Pa., 

Parrish,  R.  A.,  jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,         .... 
Partridge,  Horace,  897  broadsides,  making 

Pearson,  Jonathan, ^        .        . 

Peck,  George  W., 

Peet,  H.  P.,  LL.  />., 

Pennsylvania.    Institution  for  the  Blind,     .... 

■—  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

Perry,  William  Stevens,  D.  D.,  Geneva,  N.  Y.,    .        . 

Peyton,  John  Jj.,  Gttemsey,  England, 

PhUadelphla,  Pa.    Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 

American  Philosophical  Society,       .... 

Apprentices'  Library  Company,         .... 

Hfdinemann  Medical  College, 

Library  Company, 

University  Journal,  Publisher, 

Wilmington  and  Baltimore  R.  R.,     . 

Philbrick,  John  D.,  Supt.  of  Public  Schools, 
Philp  and  Solomons,  Washington,  D.  C,      . 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Toung  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion,         . 

Plymouth  Pulpit,  Publisher, 

Poor,  John  A.,  Portland,  Me*, 

Porquet,  M,,  Charles,  Paris,         

Porter,  Mc^j.-Oen.  F.  J.,  Morristovm,  N.  J., 

Portland,  Oregon,   Library  Association,        .... 

Preble,  H.  O.,  Charlestown, 

Presbyterian  Monthly,  Philadelphia,  Publishers, 

Providence,  B.  L   Atheneum, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,         .... 

City  of, 

Providence  Journal,  Publisher, 


Quebec.    Literary  and  Historical  Society, 
Quincy,  Edmund,  Dedham,  .        . 
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Qaincj,  ffon.  Josiah,  1  print, 

Badical,  The.  Publishers, 

Rea41ng.    Public  Library, 

Reinsch,  Paul, 

Khees,  Wmiam  J, t  Washington,  D.  C 

Ripley,  H.  J.,  . 

Robblns,  Chandler,  D.  D., 

Robertson,  Hon,  Robert, 

Robinsin,  Otis  H.,  Hochester,  iV.   F.,     . 
Rochester,  N.  T.    Theological  Seminary,   . 

Rodrigues,  J.  C,  Lovoellj 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  B., 

Rolfe,  William  J.,  Cambridge^ 

Rouard,  Mona,  E.,  Aix^  Francet 

Rowell,  George  P.  and  Co.,  New  Xork  Cityt 

Rue,  W.  de  la,  London, 

Ruggles,  £[on.  S.  B.,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Rutland  R.  R.  Co.,  Supt <        . 

• 

Sage,  J.  C,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

Sab  in,  J.  and  Sons,  New  York  City,       .... 
St.  Louis,  Mo.   Mercantile  Library  Association,  . 

School  Directors, 

Washington  University, 

Salem.    Essex  Institute, 

Peabody  Academy  of  Science,  .... 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Mayor, 

Sargent,  Bev,  John  T., 

Saturday  Express,  Boston,  Publishers, 
Say  re,  Lewis  A.,  M,  D.,  New  York  City, 
Scribner  &  Co.,  Charles,  New  York,  10  numbers. 

Sears,  Hon.  David, 

Shannon,  Joseph,  New  York  City^         .        .        «        . 
Shaw,  Lemuel,         ....*... 

Shurtleff,  G.  A,,  M.  D., 

Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  B.,  M,  D.,  Mayor  of  Boston,  . 
Sibley,  J.  L.,  Librarian  of  Harvard  College,  Cambridge, 

Sinclair,  A.  D.,  if.  D., 

Skowhcgan,  j9f6.  -  Library, 

Smiley,  H.  R., 

Smith,  Charles  C, 

Smith,  Bev.  E.  K.,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Smith,  George  H., 

Snow,  E.  M.,  M.  D,,  Providence,  B.  I.,  ... 

Snow,  Peter, 

Sons  of  Temperance,  Grand  Division  of  Mass. «  , 
SomervlUe.    Tufts  College,    ...... 

South  Hadley.    Mount  Holyoke  Female  Seminary, 
South  Sudbury.   Goodnow  Library,       .... 

Southern  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,  Columbus, 

Southern  Ruralist,  Publisher, 

Spear,  Bev.  Charles  V.,  Pittsfield,        .... 
Spofford,  A.  R.,  Librarian  of  Congress,  Washington,     . 
Spooner,  Mrs.,  2  engravings,  a  roll  of  play-bills, 
Spooner,  Lysander, 
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Springfield.    City  Library  Association 

Staehli,  F.  R.,  M,  2).,  Cambridge, 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  U,  S.  Despatch  Agent,  London, 

Stewart,  C.  F.,  Concord,  N,  H,, 

Stewart,  J.  A.,  Borne,  Ga., 

Stone,  Bev,  Collins,  Hartford,  Ct 

Stone,  Bev.  Edwin  M.,  Providence,  B.  L,      , 

Stone,  Mrs,  James  W.,  2  charts,  776  broadsides,  1  engraving. 

Stone,  Lincoln  R.,3f.2>., 

Storer,  H.  K.,  M.  />.,  96  numbers  of  periodicals, 

Storer,  Mrs*  xi.  R«,         •..•*.•. 

Strasbourg,    fiiblioth^qae  de  la  ville, 

Sumner,  Hon,  Charles,  .        .        .        .      '  . 

Swift,  Hon.  Samuel,  Middlehury,  Vt., 

Syracuse,  N.  T.    Central  Library, 

Tarbell,  G.  G,,  M.  D., 

Taylor,  Isaac  E.,  Jfcf.  D.,  New  York  City,       .... 

Taylor,  Samuel  H.,  XX. />.,^fK2aver, 

Tennessee.    General  Assembly,    .        .      * . 

Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Thomas,  C.  M.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Thompson,  Augustus  C,  D.  D., 

Thornton,  J.  Wingate, 

Tobie,  E.  P.,  Levoiston,  Me. 

Toles,  Bev.  R.  G.,  ......... 

Townsend,  George  A.,  Washington,  D.  C,    . 

Townsend,  Solomon  D.,  M.  D., 

Townsend,  T.  D., 

Trask,  William  B., 

Troy,  2i.  T.    Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute)    . 

Young  Men's  Association, 

United  States.    Bureau  of  Engineers, 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Bureau  of  Refhgees,  etc., 

Bureau  of  Statistics, 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  .... 

Corps  of  Civil  Engineers,  8  maps. 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Library  of  Congress, 

Naval  Observatory, 

Quartermaster  General's  Ofllce,      ^   .        .        .        . 

Treasury  Department,  .    .        .    '   . 

Upham,  J.B.,  M.  D., 

Vermont.   State,    ...»..•.. 
Asylum  for  the  Insane, 

State  Library, 

Vermont  Central  R.  R.  Co., 

Vermont  and  Massachusetts  R.  R.  Co.,        .... 

Villard,  H.. 

Virginia,  University  of, 

Vose,  George  L.,  Paris,  Me., 

^r  alley,  ti.  B.,        ......... 
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Warner,  Hon.  Oliver,  Secretary  of  the  CommoniDealthf 
Washbam,  Hon,    Emory,  LL.  D.,  Cambridge,    . 

Washburn,  F.  T., 

Washburn,  J.  M., 

Washburn  and  Co., 

Washington  Columbian  College, 

Columbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

■  Smithsonian  Institution, 

National  Deaf-Mute  College,     .... 

Waterston,  JSev.  Robert  C, 

Watertown.    Public  Library, 

Waterville,  Me.    Colby  University 

Webber,  S.  G.,  3f.  D 

Wells,  Bev.  E.  M.  P.,. 

Wells,  Walter.Portland,  Me., 

Western  Lunatic  Asylum,  Staunton,  Va.,     . 

Wheeler,  William  A., 

Wheildon,  William  W.,  Charlestown,  1  newspaper, 

Whipple,  Charles  K., 

Whipple,  Edwin  P.,        .        .        .        . 

Whipple,  Samuel  K., 

White,  James  C,  M.  D., 

Whitehead,  W.  A.,  Newark,  N.  J.,         .... 
Whitlock  Exposition  Recorder,  New  York  City,   . 
Whitney,  Rec.  Frederic  A.,  Brighton,  .... 
Whitney,  Prof.  J.  D.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,    . 

Whitney,  James  L., 

Whittemore,  James  M.,  and  Co.,  1  set  of  writing-books 
Wilber,  C.  T.,  M.  D.,  SpHngJkld,         .... 

Willamette  Farmer,  The, 

Williams,  Maj.   J.  Otis, 

Wilson,  Hon.  Henry,  Natick, 

Wlnchell,  R 

Winchester,  C.  T.,  Middletoion,  Ct 

Winsor,  Justin, 

Winthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C,  Brookline,  .... 
Wisconsin.    Institution  for  the  Blind,  .... 

State  Historical  Society,  1  newspaper, 

University  of, 

Woburn,  Town  of, 

Woodvine,  D.  G.,  M.  D., 

Woonsocket,  B  I.  Harris  Institute,      .... 
Worcester.    American  Antiquarian  Society, 

Free  Public  Library, 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 

Words  for  Jesus,  Bockford,  III.    Publisher, 
Working  Farmer,  New  York  City.    Publisher, 

Worthington  and  Flanders, 

Wright,  B.  H.,  Borne,  N.  Y., 


1 

8 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

21 
8 
1 


1 

1 

22 

1 
2 


8 
1 


8 
8 

1 

1 

1 
1 


1 
1 
1 


Php. 


1 

5 

9 
12 

1 
2 

8 


18 

18 
8 


195 
82 

14 

8 

11 


108 
19 
25 
8 
2 
1 
1 


2 
1 
1 
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PERIODICALS. 

Complete  Files  for  the  Year,  from  the  Publishers. 

Advocate  of  Peace.    Boston. 

American    Baptist    Missionary    Union.      Boston.      Missionary 

Magazine. 
American  Church  Missionary  Register.    New  York. 
American  Home  Missionary  Society.     New  York.      The  Home 

Missionary. 
American  Unitarian  Association.    Boston.     Monthly  Journal. 
Bornham's  Rural  Messenger.    Chicago. 
Boston  Musical  Times. 
Commonwealth,  The.    Boston. 
Cretan,  The.    Boston. 
Edinbargh.     Royal  Society.    Proceedings. 

Transactions. 

farmer's  Home  Journal.    Lexington,  Ky. 

Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine.    Boston, 

Globe  Mutual  Insurance  Messenger.    New  York. 

Guardian  of  Health.    Boston. 

Hall's  Journal  of  Health.    New  York. 

Herald  of  Health.    New  York. 

Herald  of  Peace.    London. 

London.    Royal  Astronomical  Society.    Monthly  Notices. 

Royal  Geographical  Society.    Proceedings. 

Society  of  Arts, 

Macedonian,  The. 
Masonic  Monthly.    Boston. 
Nation,  The.    New  York. 

National  Agriculturist  and  Pennsylvania  Farm  Journal.      Pitts- 
burg. 
New  England  Farmer.    Boston. 
Notes  and  Queries  on  China  and  Japan.    Hongkong. 
Orpheus,  The.    New  York  and  Boston. 
Practical  Farmer,  The.    Philadelphia. 
Radical,  The.    Boston. 
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Salem*    Essex  Institate.    fialletin. 

Historical  Ck>llectioD8. 

Proceedings 

Saturday  Express.    Boston. 

Sorgo  Joamal.    Cincinnati. 

Student  and  Schoolmate.    Boston. 

Triibner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record.    London. 

Turf,  Field,  and  Farm.    New  York. 

Vienna.    E.  K.  Geologische  Beichsanstalt.    AbhandlnngeiK 

Jahrbuch. 

Weekly  Standard.    Bu^os  Ayres. 
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appendix:  X. 

CIRCULATION. 
(Books  issned.) 
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•  Six  monthe.  f  Removal  of  the  library.  %  Ten  months.  §  Eleven  monthi  (Library  not 
closed  for  examination).    ||  New  restrictions  pvt  upon  costly  books.    **  Nine  months. 

Note.  —  The  flares  of  the  circalation  of  the  Lower  fi[all  for  1867  are  considered  to  be 
several  thoasands  too  large,  which  conseqnently  affects  the  flgnres  of  the  total  cirenlatioD 
for  that  year.    See  lAbrary  Report  for  1868. 
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APPENDIX    XI. 


LOWER    HALL. 


Book*  retaraed  for  each  month.    (Books  IssQed  appear  In  Appendix  X.) 


MOMTBa. 


AngOBt    .  , 
September 
October  •  , 
November 
I>ecember  . 
January  .  . 
February    , 
March  .  •  > 
AprU   .  . 
May.  .  .  , 
Jane    •  •  . 
July.  .  . 


Total 


1867-8 

llmQS 


8,916 
10,075 
12,006 
18,218 
14,407 
16,526 
17,057 
16,686 
18,883 
12,876 
11,518 


141,868 


1868-9.    (Umonthe.) 


Home 


Hall 
white  ilip 


7,028 
18,473 
16,442 
17,058 
18,381 
17,647 
10,100  j 
15,837 
13,688 
12,112 
12,482 


164,088 


718 

080 

1,120 

1,236 

1,260 

1,147 

800 

680 

685 

408 

522 


0,803 


Total  on 
wh.  lUpft. 


8,641 
14,403 
16,571 
10,104 
10,641 
18,704 
10,060 
16,426 
14,268 
12,520 
18,004 


173,431 


i860*T0     (0  monthe.) 


Hom« 


11,208 
12,156 
14,531 
16,250 
17,701 
10,980 
20,000 
21,673 
10,857 


158,428 


white  slip 


510 
530 
671 
713 
667 
'  820 
827 
083 
725 


6,845 


Bifrei^ 
enee  use. 


801 
08 
76 
147 
278 
180 
241 
142 
238 


1,735 


Total 


12400 
12,779 
16,178 
17,119 
18,721 
20,007 
21,077 
22,708 
20,816 


161,503 


KoTK.  —  White  slipa  are  used  for  drawing  books  for  home  use,  or  hall  use,  one  at  a  time. 
When  books  are  drawn  for  reference,  green  slips  are  used,  and  several  volumes  may  be  in 
n  se  in  the  hall  by  one  person  at  the  same  time  by  means  of  these  slips. 
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APPENDIX   Xn 


BEGISTRATION. 


Ybam. 


1854-58   

186O-07   

1868 

1860 

1870  (nioe  montliB) 

Totals 


AppUcMito. 


17,066 
52,850 


12,057 
6,400 
6,566 


25,118 


Appttea- 

tloDiieatto 

poUee. 


2,810 
8,462 
1,004 


8,176 


OwdB 


202 
179 


614 


Gards  not 

c«Ikdft»r 

dwiBgthe 

year. 


852 
580 
404 


1,845 


Total  of 
hat  two 


1,065 
701 


2,450 


toaUj  hav- 
iagcavda. 


•  •  • 
10,972 
5,000 
5,068 


22,654 


Note.— New  regiatrattooa  were  began  in  1854, 1850,  and  1868.  In  the  oolnmn  of  "  Cards 
not  called  for,''  the  total  may  not  be  correct,  inasmnoh  as  some  of  the  number  glT«i  for 
1868  and  1860  may  have  since  been  called  for.  This  also  affeets  the  total  in  the  last  colnmn, 
which  is  got  by  taking  the  flgares  of  the  previous  colnmn  f^om  the  column  of  ^*  Applicants." 

The  number  of  applicants,  who  are  residents  of  Dorchester,  since  January  1st  (when 
thdy  became  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  Library),  is  565. 

Most  of  the  "  cards  refttsed  ^  are  for  reason  <tf  non-residency  or  being  under  age. 
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APPEOT)ix  xm. 

BOOKS  BECOMMENDED,   AND   USE   OF   BBITISH  PATENTS. 


Boon  Rbcoi 


YlABt. 


1854 «  . 

1865 

1859 

1857 

1858 

1860 

1860 

1861 

1863 

1868 

1864 

1866 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1860 

1870  (niiio  moDth*). 


Total  raeom* 
mended. 


128 
221 
121 

18 

85 
178 

01 
115 
904 
185 

66 

58 
806 
546 

1,120. 
1,178 

1,281 


Bui 
alreadj. 


HaeelT«d 
■inee. 


05 
183 


257 


Use  of  BBtTIlH 

Patutts. 


Penoiu. 


200 
423 
585 
448 


Bonn*  iia«. 


182 
187 
107 


861 
846 


248 
248 
248 
867 
680 


NOTB.— The  eolnmn  of  "ReoelTed  •inoe''  denotes  those  recelTed  of  the  "Totel  reoom- 
mended**  the  same  year.  What  may  be  In  anhaequent  yean  reoelved  of  each  "Total 
recommended,''  does  not  appear  In  this  table.  For  Instance,  of  the  1,120 — (188  4-428} = 514 
not  reoelyed  in  1868  of  the  total  recommended  that  year,  a  large  part  has  since  been  reoeiTe4 
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APPENDIX   XIV 

BATES  HALL  READING. 


Cl*A08mCATIOK8. 


Pebcbhtagb  or  Uss. 


1863. 


English  Hittonr,  Topompbv,  Biog- 
raphy, Trayel,  and  PoUie  Literatare 

American  (North  and  Booth)  History, 
Topography,  Biography,  Irayel ,  and 
Polite  Literature 

French  History,  Topography,  Biog- 
raphy, Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 

Oermanic  History,  Toposraphy,  Biog- 
raphy, Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 


17^ 


Itolian 
raphy 


History,  Topography,    Biog- 
,  Travel,  and  Polite  Literature 


Other  History,  Topography,     Biog 
raphy.  Travel,  ana  Polite  Literature 

General  and  Epochal  History,  Geogra- 
phy, Biography,  etc 


Greek,  Latin,  and  Philology 

Bibliography 

Transactions 

Periodicals ••• 

Fine  Arts 

Natural  History  and  Science.  .  .  . 

Theology,  Ecclesiastical  History,  Eth' 
ics,  Sklncation,  etc.   ........ 


Medicine 


Law,  Government,  and  Political  Econ- 
omy      

UseAil  Arts,  Mathematics  and  Physics, 
etc 

Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  bound   .  . 


1884. 


6 


%& 


8.5 

4.6 
8 

2J& 
8 

7 
9 

4 

11 

7 

1.6 

6.6 

2 


16 

8.6 

7.6 

2 

2.6 

8.6 

4.25 

8.5 

8 

1.6 

6 

12 

4 

11 
6 

2 

6.6 
.76 


1865. 


13 

10 

6 

2.5 

2 

2.6 

8 
8 
8 

2.8 

6 

16.6 

4.6 

8.6 
4.6 

2 

7.6 
.75 


1868. 


18 


8 


1887. 


90 


12 


1888. 


6 

2 

8 

4 

8 

3 

8 

6 

11 

7- 

8 

4 

8 

• 

4 

8 

2 

2 

7 

8 

2 

1 

17 


12 


2 


8 
2 
2 
6 
8 
8 
4 

8 
6 

2 

7 
2 


17 


12 


3 


8 
2 
1 
.  4 
9 
8 
3 

9 
8 


1870. 


6 
1 


IT 

13 

6 
3 

S 

3 

2 
2 
1 
6 
10 
8 
4 

8 
8 


6 

8 


Note.— In  computing  this  percenUge,  the  use  of  boolcs  in  the  Bowdltch,  Parker  and 

Prince  Libraries,  —  which  are  kept  apart  from  the  general  classiflcations  of  the  Library, Is 

reckoned  as  nearly  as  possible  and  included  in  the  usual  divisions,  as  indicated  in  the 
jbable.    See  Explanatiani  to  Appendix  VII. 
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APPENDIX  XV. 

LOWER    HALL    READING. 


a 


3 


OQ 


a  •  •  « 

M     OP     M     e« 


I 


e 

2 

g 


§    S  I  S    A   i  2  R  s. 

Q  ^    to     *a     99 


k«  M       M       M 


• 

s 


I 


8    S 

■  • 


OD       e       t«       M 

•^   «1    "T   »^ 

M       M       €4       « 


9    « 

e 
e 


I 


g  i 


•H  04       M       M 


CO 


V     "O"     ^     ^ 


QD 


8 


"S 


t 

00 

'I   «1 

«. 

••  S  S 

00 

k» 

^ 

M       ^ 

2 

M       «       M 

M 

§ 

1 

1  s. 

^ 

S.  II 

1 

s 

« 

•»     « 

§ 

M       •»      M 

09 

H 

00 
00 

u 


a 
o 

8 


4» 

a 
• 


8 

■<s 
s 

I 

■c 

g 


8 

•a 

a 

9 

I  £ 


I 


a 


a 


S 


3 


0 

o 

s 

0 

•s 


i 


o 
.a 

S*  -3 
&   I 


3 


r    8 

s  I 

'     I 

9   g 

^  5 


.  o 


a 


m 
H 
► 
O 
U 


I  -  e  S  H  ^ 


-^ 


g^. 


00 


H  a  a  fc  5  >-  p 


6 
g 

U 

M 


s 


3 


Note. ~ The  oolnmas  of  **  Loans  returned^  do  not  inelade  the  books  Uken  and  retarnad 
thesamaday. 
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APPENDIX    XVI. 


PERIODICAL    HEADING    ROOM. 


Pebiodigau  Diyxdxd  bt  Lanquages. 

Sngllah 

French 

Oeiman 

Italiftii 

Total,  not  reckoning  duplicate!  .  •  . 

Bt  Gulmks. 

1.  Bdentifie,  and  Profeaaional  .  .  .  .  • 

2.  Literary 

8.  Agriealtaral  and  Horticaltoral  .  .  . 

4.  Religiciia 

6.  niuatrated  and  foreign  newapapera  . 

6.  Commercial 

7.  Faehion 

8i  lUnatrated  ccnnio  magadnee  .  •  .  •  • 

9.  JuTenilea 

10.  Fine  Arte 

Btatibtics  of  Use. 

Number  of  daya  open 

Beadera  of  periodlcala,  malea .  .  .  .  . 
Readera  of  periodicals,  females  •  .  .  • 

Total  readers 

Daily  average  readers 

ICagasines  read,  total 

Magasines  read,  daily  average    .  .  .  • 


1867. 


141 

80 

27 

1 


908 


80 


18 

12 

0 

0 

8 

8 

» 

8 


1808. 


208 

280 

60,840 

4,488 

66,284 

101 
81,783 

283 


1969. 


176 

40 

81 

2 


264 


08 
00 

17 
17 
0 
0 
8 
4 
4 


254 

• 
300 

70,462 

4,427 

$70,802 

266 

88,034 

203 


200 

40 

86 

2 


•204 


no 

06 
18 
17 

14 

11 

8 

6 

8 

4 


1870. 


204 

1200 

84,820 

6,226 

§01,674 

300 

136,122 

466 


47 
84 

8 


804 


00 

IS 

17 

14 

11 

8 

6 

8 

4 


804 

1230 

108,000 

ISGOS 

117,202 

610 

142,9«2 

622 


*  Transactions  of  learned  societies  and  costly  Journals,  kept  in  the  Bates  Hall,  are  not 
included  in  this  count;  nor  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  different  American  periodieala,  kindly 
aent  us  by  the  publishers,  and  not  yet  placed  in  the  Reading  Boom. 

t  SlsTen  months  and  no  vacation.  X  Nine  months. 

§  This  includes  for  1860, 2,120,  and  for  1868,  2,013  non-resident  readers;  but  now  the  die 
tlnotion  is  not  made. 
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PERIODICALS  OF  WHICH  DUPLICATES  ARE  TAKEN. 

No.  ofOopiM. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal 2 

Atlantic  Monthly 5 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal    ....  2 

Dwight's  Journal  of  Music    ......  2 

Every  Saturday 4 

Galaxy 2 

Godey's  Lady's  Book    y 4 

Harper's  Bazar 4 

"        Monthly 11 

«        Weekly 4 

Hours  at  Home 2 

Lippincott's  Magazine "  •  2 

Merry's  Museum 2 

Nation 2 

New  York  Citizen  and  Bound  Table      ....  2 

North  American  Review        ......  2 

Old  and  New 2 

Oliver  Optic's  Magazine 5 

Our  Young  Folks 4 

Peterson's  Magazine 4 

^    Putnam's  Monthly 2 

Scientific  American       .        • 4 

Schoolmate 5 
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APPENDIX  xvni. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Binding 

Books 

CaUlogaet  (printing)  •  •  . 

Bzp«nM 

Fuel 

Fnimitare  (cabinetoi  shelv- 
ing, etc.)  ........ 

Gm 

Periodicals 

Printing  (misoellaneoQS)    . 

Salaries 

Btationery 

Transportatlon.Postageietc. 

Totals 


Expended 
Oc«.  1, 1887,  to 
Sept  ao,  18B8. 


$4,007  29 

U,47d  75 

2,004  18 

1,348  02 

*  103  50 

1,034  81 
1,8U48 
1,866  05 
1,507  07 
28,285  47 
1,172  14 
683  14 


$50,032  76 


City  spprop't 

fbr  the  yesr 

BCiij  1,1MB,  to 

April  80,  18B9. 


$3,650  00 
0,500  00 
5,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,600  00 

1,000  00 
2,000  00 

1,000  00 

26,000  00 

1,200  00 

760  00 


$50,m00  00 


Expended 

Oct  1, 1868,  to 

An^.  81,  1809. 


$5,167  70 

12,002  20 

2,001  80 

1,578  80 

1,132  00 

1,500  06 

1,770  04 

2,561  82 

1,700  20 

22,655  08 

812  86 

782  70 


$53,670  00 


Cit7  approp'i 

<br  the  yew 

May  1«  1809,  to 

April  80, 1870. 


$5,000  00 
6,500  00 
6,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 

1,500  00 
2,250  00 

1,000,00 

28,000  00 

1,200  00 

750  00 


$56,000  00 


Expended 
Sept  1, 180B,to 
April  80, 1870. 


$3,4n  00 
0,486  80 
4,472  OB 
2,661  86 
1,287  00 

2,879  06 
1,403  74 

778  01 

1,414  96 

18,646  86 

634  46 
1,330  86 


$47,010  32 


*  The  mala  items  for  fuel  this  year  did  not  go  into  our  aocoant  till  after  October,  1868. 
Note.  —  The  statement  this  year  is  for  eight  months  instead  of  twelve. 
The  appropriation  for  "  books  *'  inelades  that  for  **  periodicals."     The  income  of  oar 
funds  is  paid  in  gold,  and  Is  spent  for  books. 
Hereafter  the  financial  year  will  correspond  with  oar  library  year. 
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APPENDIX  XIX. 

IJBRAfiY   SERVICE. 

I 

i 

EXECUTIVB    DEPARTMENT. 

JUSTIN    WINSOR,   SupeHnUndent, 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Ant.  Supt,         Edward  Capen,  Lib.  of  Lower  EdlU 
Joseph  Sjkea,  Office  Secretary*  Mrs.  L.T.  Barton,  Custodian  of  Shelves* 

George  W.  Peck,  Aut,  Secretary.       Miss  Caroline  F.  Adams,  Accountant. 

William  E.  Ford,  Janitor.  ' 

CATAIX)GUE  DEPARTMENT. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Chief.  Max  Anerbach,  First  Assistant. 

Jas.  L.  Whitney,  Deputy.  J.  Otis  Williams,  Second  Assistant. 

William  H.  Foster,  Proof -reader. 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Eastman,  First  Female  Assistant. 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Pike,  Miss  A.  B.  Load, 

Miss  Ellzal>eth  J.  Stevenson,  Miss  Mary  McGrath, 

Miss  Mary  A.  Tyler,   Bates  Hall  Assts. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Por6e,  Lower  Hall  Assistant. 

SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

Mrs.  L.  T.  Barton,  Custodian. 
Appleton  P.  C.  Griffin,  Maggie   McGrath,  Ellen  Stevenson,  Ellen  B. 
Bresnahan,  Assistants.  \ 


BATES  HALL  CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Joseph  Sykes,  Chief.  George  W.  Peck,  Assistant. 

Miss  L.  S.  Norton,  Assistant.  Miss  A.  A.  Nichols,  Assistant. 

Edward  L.  Wilder,  Bunner.  Thomas  H.  Brackett,  Hunner. 

Charles  Glnness,  Bunner. 

LOWER  HALL  CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Edward  Capen,  Chief.  Miss  Harriet  R.  Cogswell,  First  Asst. 

Miss  Lizzie  S.  Haley,  Assistant.         Miss  Lydia  F.  Knowles,  Assistant. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Ross,  Assistant. 
Misses  Eliza  J.  Mack,  Sarah  A.  Mack. 
Joanna  F.  McCae,  Annie  M.  Kennedy,  Lacy  A.  W^  Glnness,  Henrietta 
E.  Mack,  Florence  E.  Glnness,  Banners. 


i 
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Elbridge  Bradshaw,  JRegistration  Clerk. 

Miss  Matilda  J.  Ross,  Assistara  Registration  Clerk.  * 

Miss  Carrie  E  Por6e,  >  ^^^^       ^^^  Attendants. 

Miss  Emily  McGrath,  ) 

J.  G.  Capples,  Reading  Boom  Attendant  (evenings). 

JANITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

'William  E.  FOrd,  Chief.  Thomas  Collins,  Assistant. 

With  extra  temporary  Assistants. 

BINDING  DEPARTMENT. 

William  A,  Howland,  Chief.  Andrew  M.  Blake,  Assistant, 

Mrs.  Martha  Wheeler,  Assistant, 


^ 


NoTB. — The  binderies  of  Orus  Clark  and  Jerome  Seldenstioker  are  also 
employed. 

AGENCY  DEPARTMENT. 

Messrs.  WllliaqL  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Boston. 

Messrs.  Little,  Brown,  &  Co.,  and  Sampson -Low,  Son,  &  Marston,  Boston 
and  London. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Christem,  and  M.  Charles  Relnwald,  New  Tork  and  Paris. 
Dr.  Felix  Fliigel,  Leipsic. 
Chey.  Eagenio  Alb^ri,  Florence. 

SUMMARY, 

Superintendent    ...*...,,,    1 

Accountant  .        .        ,        , X 

Catalogue  Department         .        .        ,        .        .        .        .        .12 

Shelf  Department 5 

B.  H.  Circulating  Department 7 

L.  H.  Circulating  Department 17 

Janitorial  Department 2 

Binding  Department ,3 

Regularly  employed  in  the  building    .        .       .       ,       «       .48 
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APPENDIX    XX. 

REPORT  on' THE  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRART. 
To  THE   SuPBRIMTENDBirr  : — 

Sib,  —  Since  tiie  first  of  September  last,  another  examination  of 
the  entire  Library  has  been  made,  and  I  beg  leave  to  present  the 
following 

REPORT. 

In  the  Bates  Hall  there  were  missing  from  the  shelves  at  time  of 
examination 2,487  vols. 

Of  these  there  were  foand  — 

Lent 1,359 

At  the  binder*s 585 

Otherwise  accounted  for  .        •        •  575 

2,469 

Not  at  present  accounted  for  — 

Books 15 

Pamphlets      i 8 

18 

Of  the  books,  nine  have  been  lent  and  marked  returned  within 
the  present  Library  year;  three  are  recent  accessions,  probably 
misplaced ;  and  three  cannot  as  yet  be  traced. 

The  three  pamphlets,  consisting  of  a  few  leaves  each,  have 
become  disconnected  from  their  series,  and  probably  been  inadver- 
tently placed  in  the  wrong  box. 

Most  of  the  books  missing  from  this  Hall  can  be  accounted  for 
as  misplaced  or  misnumbered,  —  accidents  more  or  less  likely  to 
happen,  —  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  afber  the  removal  of  the  dupli- 
cates to  the  room  provided  for  their  accommodation,  there  will  be 
less  possibility  of  more  than  a  temporary  misplacement. 

Of  the  nine  volumes  reported  missing  last  year,  seven  have  ap- 
peared in  their  proper  places.  There  have  also  been  found  two 
volumes  which  were  missing  in  1867;  three  volumes  missing  in 
1866  ;  and  two  volumes  missing  in  1863. 
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In  the  Lower  Hall  there  were  missing  from  the  shelves 

at  time  of  examination 5,565  vols. 

Lent 4,910 

At  the  binder's 245 

Otherwise  accounted  for  .        .        .        .  891 

5,546 

Not  at  present  accounted  for  — 

Fiction .  6 

Duplicates  of  fiction        ....  4 

Miscellaneous 9 

19 

Each  of  these  volumes  has  been  carefully,  but  thus  far  unsuc- 
cessfully, sought  for ;  being  popular  books  a  portion  have  probably 
been  worn  out,  but,  by  some  oversight,  not  enumerated  in  the  list 
of  condemned  books,  and  not  stricken  from  the  shelf-lists. 

Twenty-five  of  the  seventy  volumes  reported  missing  last  year 
have  been  found,  during  the  present  examination:  also,  twenty 
volumes  reported  missing  in  1868,  and  eight  missing  in  1867. 
.    The  number  of  books  missing  from  each  alcove  is  as  follows :  — 


1st  alcove 

2  vols. 

8th  alcove 

.        • 

2  vols. 

M      " 

1  vol. 

9th      " 

■        • 

IvoL 

4th     " 

1    " 

13th      " 

.        • 

1     '* 

5th     "'           .        . 

1    « 

17th      " 

.        • 

1     " 

6th     " 

1    « 

Dup's  of  4th  alcove  . 

8  vols. 

7th     "            .        . 

4  vols. 

''          7th 

1vol. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  following  books  which  have  disappeared 
from  the  Bates  Hall  desk  between  Aug.  1, 1869,  and  April,  1870 :  — 

Bartlett's  Familiar  Quotations,  Jan.  1870. 

Index  of  Dickens's  ch|racters,     '^      '^ 

Townsend's  Manual  of  Dates,  Feb.  28, 1870. 

Warren's  Life  on  the  Nile,  "      " 

Also,  the  following,  from  the  desk  in  the  Periodical  Eteading 
Room:  — 

A.  14.    New  Dictionary  of  Quotations,  recently  added. 

C.  25.    Webster's  Counting  House  Dictionary. 

I.  7.    Moore's  Cyclopedia  of  Music,  the  second  copy  which  has 
disappeared.  Respectfldly  submitted. 

L.  T.  BARTON, 

Cfustodian  of  the  Shelves. 


